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ANECDOTES. 



pxtxr'i wife's motrxr* 

A clerical gentleman, remarkable for preaching many 
emidays from one text, had nearly run through the year 
from these words, *' Peter's wife's mother lay nek of 
a fever." The church bell tolled early one morning, 
when the minister despatched a servant to inquire who 
was dead. The sexton pretended ignorance, but re- 
turned for answer, ** that he believed.it was *' Peter's 
wife's mother," as she had been sick for a long time." 



SCATTERIKO SHOT* 

An itinerant preacher, who rambled in his sermons, 
when requested to stick to his text, replied, " that scat- 
tering shot would hit the most birds." 



POLISHINO. 

A person in a public company, accusing the Irish 
nation with being the most unpolished in the world, 
was answered mildly by an Irish gentleman, " that it 
ought to be otherwise, for the Irish meet witU V\ax4> 
rubs enough to polish any nation on qvcVW^ 



t. *■ 
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A PROTXRB WXLm APPLIXD. 



A gambler who was very eager and covetous, said, 
after losing a large sum at play, " I have at least the 
merit of losing my money without complaining.** 

True," said a lady, " for great grief is dumb." 



« 



parson's toast. 

Lord Clive asked a chaplain to one of his regiments 
in the East Indian Company's service for a toast, **AIa8 
and alack-a^ay! what can I give?" said the latter — 
"Nothing better," replied his lordship. ** Come gentle- 
men, a bumper to the parson's toast a lass, and a lack 
a day!" 

N. B. A lack of rupees is a hundred thousand pounds. 



PLXSH AND THX SPIRIT. 

Mi£B Drommond the late fkn^ous preacher among 
the quakers, being asked by a gentleman if the spiril , 
had never inspired her with the thoughts of marriage; 
*< No, friend," said she, ** but the flesh oflenhas!" 



ATTORirXTS AKD APOTHECARIES. 

Rabelia says, «tho attorneys are to the lawyers 
what the apothecaries are to physicians, only they do 
not deal in scruples." 



TESTAMENTS. 

A countryman gomg into the Probate office where 
the wills are kept in huge volumes on the shelves, asked 
if they were all bibles? ** No Sir," replied one of the 
clerks, « they are testaments." 
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CONCORD. 



*• I wonder," said a woman of humour, •* why my 
husband and I quarrel so often, for we agree uniform- 
ly in one grand point: he wishes to be master,' and so 
doL" 



A grave-digger, who hurried a Mr. Button, placed 
the following item in a bill which he sent to the widow 
of the deceased: 

" To makmg a Button-hole — ^2s.*' 



EQUALITY. 

A carious conversation lately took place on board 
one of the Margate hoys, which being overheard, oc- 
casioned no small merriment among the passengers. A' 
gentleman who was totally unacquainted with the cus- 
toms of those vessels, till all the cabins were doubly 
occupied, one excepted, in which there was a lady. 
He addressed himself to her: ** Pray Madam, be so 
kind as to make way for me?" Good God, Sir! you 
cannot come here, ' go to the other cabins." ** I have, 
madam, and find they are all full." ** Sir, it is impossi- 
ble to admit you here, for I am undressed." ** Well, 
Madam, I scorn to take any advantage of you, I will 
therefore undress too!" 



MASTER or THE PARISH. 

As a lame, country school-master was hobbling one 
day to his school room, he met with a certain noble- 
man, who asked him his name and vocation. Having 
declared his name, he added, " I am master of the par- 
ish!" <* Master of the Parish!" observed the peer, 
** how can that be?" ** I am master Of the c^dxen ^t 
the Paiisb,** stdd the man; <' the childMn «xe itttittQii 

VOL, t. j# 
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of their mothers; the mothers are thjB rulers of the fa 
thers, and consequently I am master of the whole Pa- 
rish.'* 



PREMEPITATED POYERTT. 

A friend overtaking Shuter one day in the street, 
said to him, " Why, Ned, are you not ashamed to walk 
the streets with twenty holes in your stockings? why 
don't you get them meqded?" ** I am above it," repUed 
Ned," for a hole is the accident of the day^ but a 
dam is premeditated poverty. 



PRUDENT DELAY. 

A plasterer and his boy being employed to white 
wash a house by the day, was so tedious that tho 
owner one day asked the lad, in his master's absence, 
when he thought they would have it done. The boy 
bluntly replied, *< that his master was looking out for 
another job; and if they found one, they should make 
an end that week." ^ 



PHTSICIANS. 

Addison very humourously compared phjrsicians to 
an army of ancient Britons, as described by Julius Cae- 
sar. He says of them, ** Some slay on foot, and some 
in chariots. If the infantry do not so much exe- 
cution as the cavalry, it is because they cannot convey 
themselves with so much velocity into all quarters, nor 
dispatch their business in so short a time." 



MRS. CHAPONB. . « 

Mrs. Chapone wastusked the reason why she alwajra 
come 80 early to chul-ch. "Because," said aha, ^it 
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America as are to be found in England? The Yankee 
immediately answered, that the road leading from Sa- 
ratoga, on one occasion, was considered peculiarly good 
and useful to the army of George the Third. 



THE TRUE SUBLIME. 

A Methodist preacher at a camp meetmg in Dela« 
ware, made use of the following sublime figure. "It is 
as impossible' for an unregenerated soul to enter into 
the kingdom of heaven, and be saved, as it would be 
for the best horseman among you, to ride down the 
clouds upon a thunderbolt, through the branches of a 
crab apple tree, without getting scratched." 



THE ADVANTAGE. 

Two gentlemen, Mr. D. and Mr. L. stood candidates 
for a seat in the legislature of New- York — They were 
violently opposed to each other; by some artifice, Mr. 
D. gained the election. When he was returning home 
milch elated with success, he met a gentleman, an ac- 

qaintance of his ** Well," says D. " I have got the 

election — L. was no match for me— I'll tell you how 
I flung him — ^if there happened any Dutch voters, I 
could talk Dutch with them, and there I had the. ad- 
vantage of him. If there were any Frenchmen, I 
could talk French with them, and there I had the ad- 
vantage of him. But as to L. he was a clever, hon- 
est, sensible little fellow." — " Yes, sir," replies^ the 
gentleman, *' and there he had the advantage of 
you.'* 



COLLINS. 

This sweet poet was much attached to a young la- 
dy, who was bom the day before him, and who did 
not return his passion. ** Yours is a hard case," said a 
friend. <* It is so indeed," replied Collins, *< for I came 
into the world a day after thiftdr. 



AK aqUAXi MATCB. 



A gentleman paid his addresses to a termMaiit 
^ widow at Bath; and it being remarked that he iiad 
~ Ulled a man in a duel, another person inmiediately re- 
plied, << the match will be eqaal^ for the ladjr ha$ ki^ 
led Herman,** 



A SXlCPZJETOir. 



A eoontiyman giving his evidenoe at court wai 
ed by the counsel, i£he was bom in WedhekP* **Ifo» 
Sir," he replied, ««I was bom in Devonshire,** 



From ihe Will of Gen, BlachetU late Governor of 
Plymouth^ proved 1782. I desire my body to be kept 
so long as it may not be offensive; and that one of my 
toes or fingers may be cut off to secure a certainty of 
my being dead, I further request my dear wife, that 
as she has been troubled with one old fool, she will 
not think of marrying a second. 



From the Will of J, Cross, Mariner, of Bristol, 

proved 1795. My executrix , to pay (out of 

the first monies collected) to my beloved wife, Sarah, 
if living, one shilling, which I give as a token of my 
love, that she may buy hazle nuts, as I know she is 
better pleased with cracking them, than she is with 
mending holes in her stockings. 



From the Will of the Rev. Dr. Applebee, of St. 
Bride* s, proved 1783. I leave my body to be dressed 
in a flannel waistcoat, an old surtout coat, and breech- 
es without linings or pockets, no shoes, (having done 
walking,) and a worsted wig, if one can be got, in or 
der that I may rest comfortably. 
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'bTUTTSRINO Z.ETTEB- 



A certain old woman took fronl the post office In the 

town of 6 , a letter. Not knowing how to read, 

and being anxious to know the contents, supposing it 
to be from one of her absent sons, she called on a per- 
son near, to read the letter to her. He accordingly 
began and read: 

" Charleston^ June 2S<2,*1S21. ' 
*< Dear mother," — ^then making a stop to find out 
what followed (as the writing was rather bad,) the old 
lady exclaimed, ** O 'tis from poor Jerry ,» he alvoayB 
stuttered.** 



SIR WIIiLIAM JONES AND THOMAS DAT, S8^ 

One day upon removing some books at the chambers 
of the former, a large spider dropt upon the jQoor, upon 
which. Sir William, with some warmth, said, " Kill that 
spider. Day ; kill that spider!" " No," said Mr. Day, 
with that coolness for which he was so conspicuous—* 
« I will not kill that spider, Jones ; I do not know that 
I have a right to kill that spider ! , Suppose when you 
are going in your coach 4o Westminster Hall, a Su- 
preme Being, who perhaps, may have as much power 
over you, as you have over this insect, should say to 
his companion, ** Kill that lawyer ; kill that lawyer !" 
How should you like that, Jones ? and I am sure, to 
most people, a lawyer is a more obnoxious animal thap 
a spider." ^ . 



^ WILIilAM PITT. 

The fsfhionahle hours of the present times were 
neatly censured by him. " Mr. Pitt,", said the dutch- 
ess of Gordon, " I wish you to <ltfie with me at ten 
this evening." I must decline the honour," said the 
premier, *< for I am engaged to sup with the bishop 
of Lincoln at nine." 



* 



*r 



11 



_ • 



«< Fray," Mud a iaoetiou» ladjr, **Mr. Pitt, u yon 
Know every thing thai is moving in the politioal wondt 
tell me aome newa»" ** I am aonrr macnm," nid tha^ 
discreet premier, ** I have ndt read the newe^pefs of ^ 
the day/' ^ 



A QUIZ. 

'" A gentleman, relating one night, at « eo flfeo- j o om hi 

Oxford, that Dr. , of Brazen Nose college, l^djput 

out hia leg in crossing a kennel, fivo surgeons immedi- 
ately set off for the doctor's apartments, but returned 
dismayed, saying no such thing had happened. **^Wliy,'* 
replied the gentleman, " how can a man cross a kennel 
without putting out hia UgV* 



HVME. 

David Hume observed, that all the devot^ persons 
he had ever met with were melancholy. On this Bi- 
shop Home remarked, this might very probably be ; foir, 
in the first place, it is most likely, that he saw very 
few, his friends and acquaintance being of another sort; 
and, secondly, the sight oi mm would make a devout 
man look melancholy at any time. 



CARDIirAIi POIiX. 

In a company where cardinal Pole was, the conversa^ 
tion turned on a young man who was very leaved, but 
very noisy and turbulent. The cardinal remarked, 
" That learning in such young men is like new wii\e in 
the vat, there it works and ferments ; but after it is put 
into a vessel, having gathered its strength tog^thfii^il 
•ettles, and is quiet and stilL" 
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ALXZANDXA POPS. 



Once dining with Frederic, Prince of Wales, he paid 
the prince many compliments. ** I wonder, Pope»** 
said the prince, '*that you, who are so severe upon kingf^ 
should be so complaisant to me." *< It is," said Pope» 
« because I like the lion before his claws are grown." 



A judge's advice. 

A certain Judge, after hearing a florid discourse from 
a young lawyer, advised him to pluck out some of the 
feathers from the wings of his imagination, and put 
them into the tail of his judgment. 



SIR GEORGE ROOKE. 

When the gallant Sir George Rooke was making i6a 
will, some of his friends expressed their surprise that 
he had so little to leave. '* It is true," said the noble 
admiral, " I do not leave much; but what I do be- 
queath was honourably gained; for it never cost a 
sailor a tear, nor the nation a farthing." 



BISHOP RXTNDIiE. 

Queen Caroline pressed him to tell her of her faults. 
«* If it so please your majesty," said he, "I will tell 
you of one. Persons come from all parts of the king 
dom, to see your majesty, when you attend Whitehall 
Chapel. It is therefore to be lamented that you talk 
so much to the king during divine service." " Thank 
you my lord bishop," said the queen, " now tell me 
another of my faults." "That I will do with great 
pleasure," said he, ** When you have corrected that I 
have just mentioned.** 
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■lA CHAmXiSfl WMDXMY 



James Seeond cnated Mka Sedlej hm initiiii, tkm 
jbogiitci^ of fiKr CSbariaB 8edfej» coontMi of DdrdbMtar 
Sir CharSn« bo wv«r» wm instnimental in the lerotai- 
tkMi wiuck pleoed WlUiam end Meij on the thnpM. 
Being lepioeidhed tefais eendnet, eeapioof of fa»*, 
g i a ti to de to Jnaae who^Ninoblod fak daughter, he an*' 
ewered: ** he has made my daii^fl^iter a oonlitesi; end 
how can I i^w wixf gratmide better than bj naUng 
his daog^iter a queen.'' 
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OOVXKirMEirT. 

Tbemistocles had a son who was the darling of his 
mother. ** This little fellow," said Themirtocles, «*is 
the sovereign of all Greece." '* How so," said a 
friend, '* Whj, he governs his mother, his mother gov 
eras me, i govern the Athenians, and the Atheiwuia 
govem'all Greece." 



' -A TANKSX THICK 

An eastern pedlar lately desired accommodation for 
the night at a tavern in the south part of Virginia; bvt 
from the prejudice frequently ezistmg against this class, 
our host for a long time refused. At last, he consented, 
on condition that the pedlar should play him aTankee 
trick before he left him. The ofl&r was acc^ted. On 
rising in the morning, Jonathan carefully secured the co- 
verlet of the bed, which, among other articles he press* 
ed the landlady to purchase. The low price of the 
coverlet operated at once upon the latter, who insisted 
that her husband should buy it, ad^ng, that it 
would match her's exactly. Jonathan took his money, 
mounted his cart, and had got fairly under way, when 
I our host called to him that he had forgotten the Tan- 
1 kee trick he was to play him. ' O never mind, says Jona- 
j than, you will it find out soon enough. 

} VOL. J, 2 
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CIVII<IZATIODr. 



A traveller described the sad catastrophe of being 
cast away with a few companions upon an unknown 
shore. ** After walking several miles,'* said he, " in a 
dreary and desolate comitry, just as we were giving our- 
selves over to despair, we espied a gibbet with a man 
hanging upon it, a sight so very promising could not 
fail to raise our spirits, as we were convinced we were 
now coming into a civilized part of the world.'' 



QXTKEN BKSS. 

A courtier came running to her, and with a face full 
of dismay, " Madam," said he, '* I have bad news for 
you; The party of tailors mounted on mares, that at«> 
tacked the Spaniards, are all cut off." <* Courage! 
friend," said the queen, " This news is indeed bad; 
but when we consider the nature of the quadrupeds 
and the description of the soldiers,, it is some coinfort 
to think we have lost neither man nor horse.** 



AITECDOTE OF A YOVNQ INHUlTT, 

An English gentleman and his friends travelling 
through a piece of woods in one of the western states, 
took with him an Indian lad as a guide. In the course 
of the day, they separated, and one of them finding 
some curious berries, sent them to his companion by 
the lad, with a note specifying the number. The 
one who received the present, found some of the 
berries missing, and having reprimanded the boy for 
eating or losing them, sent him back for more. The 
gentleman forwarded a second^arcel, with the number 
again marked on the note. The boy played the same 
trick with these, delivering only part of what he re- 
ceived. This procured a second scolding. Whereup- 
on the Indian fell down upon his knees, and kissed the 
paper, saying, I found out, the fhirt time, this paper 
was a witch or conjuror*, but now he has proved ois '■■. 
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power to be supomatural indeed; because he telli, 
that which Tie fKd not see; for when I flung away 
these last berries, for the sa^e of experiment, I took 
care to slip the note under a stone, that it might not 
know what was passing. 



DA. HirirTXA. 

Old Dr. Hunter used to say, when he could not dis- 
cover the cause of a man's nckness, ** We'll tiy this, 
and we'll try that. We'll shoot into the tree, and if 
any thing falls, well and good." ** Aye," replied a 
wag, ** I fear this is too conmionly the case, and in 
your shooting into the tree, the first thing that gene- 
rally falls, is the patient." 



OBIGINAL SIN. 

A Scotchman iit New-Hampshire beingsiok, was call- 
ed upon by a clergyman, who conversed with him up- 
on his religious concerns. Said the minister, * Do you 
repent of all your sins? Do you repent of Adam's first 
sin?' < Adorn! Jldomr said the sick Scotchman, * I 
never knew the man!* 



SUN AND AIR 



A pert young lady was walking one morning on the 
Steyne, at Brighton, when she -encountered the cele- 
brated Wilkes: "You see," observed the lady, "I 
am come out for a little sun and air." " You had 
better, madam, got a little husband first." 



A FRENCHMAN AT HOME. 

A Frenchman who had been several years confined 
for debt in the Fleet Prison, found himself so much at 
home within its walls^ and was withal so harmle&a wA 
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AN HONEST CONTEStlON. 

A Greek Bishop is stated by a modern traveller thus 
to characterize^his own churcb*^ — " Oile half the Greek 
church-has no religion at all; and those who have any 
are worse than the others.*' - 



WHERE TOU OUOHT TO HAVE BEEN. 

A Clergyman who is in the habit of preaching in 
different parts of the country, was not long since at an 
inn, where he observed a horse Jockey trying to take 
in a simple gentleman, by imposing upon him a broken- 
winded horse for a sound one. The Parson knew the 
bad character of the Jockey, and taking the gentleman 
aside told him to be cautious of the person he was deal- 
ing with. The gentleman finally declined the purchase, 
and the Jockey, quite nettled, observed — * Parsom I 
had much rather hear you preach, than see you pri- 
vately interfere in bargains between man and man, in 
this way.' * Well, (replied the Parson,) if you had 
been where you ought have been, last Sunday, you 
might have heard me preach.' ' Where was that,' in- 
quired the Jockey. * In the State Prison,' returned the 
clergyman. 



EURIPIDES. 



Many of the Athenians, during their captivity at Sy- 
racuse, owe'd the good usage they met with, to the 
scenes of Euripides they repeated to their captors, who 
were extremely fond of them. On their return they 
went and saluted that poet as their deliverer, and in- 
formed him of the admirable effects wrought in their 
favor by his verses. Scarce any circumstance could be 
more pleasing and flattering than tliis testimony. 

VOL. I. 2* 
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FAiiLiNG orr. 

An officer, at a field day, happened to be throwi 
from his hors e a nd as he lay sprawling on the ground 
said to a friend (who ran to his assistance) ' I thoiig^ii^ 
I had improved hi my riding, but I find I have faUet^ 
off.' ^ 



NARROW SOULS. 

Dean SwSt says, '* It is with narrow touted people 
as it is with narrow necked bottles, the less they have 
in them, the more noise they make in pouring it out." 



CARDIITAZ* RICHELIEU. 

An officious informer came to tell cardinal Richelieu 
of certain free expressions that some persons had used 
in speaking of him. * Why how now!' said the cardi- 
nal; * do you dare to come and call ine all these names 
to my face, under pretence of their having been said 
by honest gentlemen?' and, ringing his bell, said to the 
page in waiting, * Kick that feUow down stairs.' 



USE OF THE BIBLE. 

A magistrate asked a negro if he could read? ** Yes, 
Massa, little,^ said he — " Do you ever use the Bible?" 
inquired the justice—" Yes, Massa, I 'trap my razor on 
it," replied sooty. 



TAKINa A WIFE. 

It was said of a man who married a rich, but ugly 
woman, that *< he took her by weight, and paid noth 
ing far th» workmanship." 
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GOXrX OFF. 



^ I thought you told me that — 's fever was gone 
off," said a gentleman. ** 1 did so, said his companion, 
but fi>rgot to mention that he went off along with it." 



MR. rox 

< There can be nothing more ridiculous,' said Lord 
N. one day, Hhan the manner in which the council of 
state assemble in certain negro nations. In the council 
chamber are placed twelve large jars half full of water. 
— ^Twelve counsellors of state enter naked; and stalk- 
ing along with great gravity, each leaps into the jar and 
immerses himself up to the chin; and in this pretty at- 
titude they deliberate on the national affairs.' — ' Tou 
do not Moiile,' continued, the minister, addressing him- 
self to Mr. Fox. * Smile!' sai4 Charles, <No, I see 
every day things more ridiculous than that.' ' More 
ridiculons!' returned his lordship, with an air of. sur- 
prise. * Tes,' answered Charles, * a country where the 
JARS (Hone sit in council.' 



JVDGfi PETERS. 

On his entrance into Philadelphia, General Lafayette 
was accompanied in the ^barouche by the venerable 
Judge Peters. The dust wa^ somewhat troublesome, 
and from his advanced age, &c. the General felt and ex- 
pressed some solicitude lest his companion should ex- 
perience inconvenience from it. To which he replied: 
General, you do not recollect that I am a judge — ^I do 
not regard the dust, I am accustomed to it. The 
lawyers throw dust in my eyes almost every day in the 
court house 
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HKTOKr. 



Two men, in dispute, reflected upon each odier's 
racity. One of them replied, that he was never whipt 
but once by his father, and that was for telling i&b 
truth. I believe then (retorted the other) ** the troth 
was whipt out of you, for you never have spoken it 



smce." 



A TOUirO CLSROTMAir. 

A young clerg3rman having the misfortune to buy 
five wives, being in company Mith a number of ladios, 
was severely rallied by them upon the circumstance.. 
At last one of them rather impertinently put the ques- 
tion to him, * How he managed to have such good luck.' 
* Why, Madam,' says the other, * I knew they could 
not live without contradiction, therefore I let them go 
their own way.* 



RUSTIC POLITENESS. 

t 

The father of the present Lord Jibbingehn, who was 
remarkable for the stateliness of his maimers, one day 
riding through a village in the vicinity of Oxford, met 
a lad dragging a calf along the road: who, when his 
Lordship came up to him, made a stop, and stared him 
full in the face. His JLordship asked the boy if he 
knew him. He replied, * Yes.' • What is my name?' 
— * Why Lord Abbingdofl^* answered the lad. « Then 
why don't you take off your hat?' * I will, sur,* said 
the boy, « if ye'll hold the calf.' 



PARDON. 



The Duke of Orleans when Regent of France, was 
soJJcJted by several noblemen to pardon a man who 
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had been convicted of murder, and who had been par- 
doned for committing two other ofiences, replied, ** I 
will pardon him, at your request, but take notice, and 
keep this in your Aiemory, that I will certainly pardon 
the tnan, whoever he may be, th<U% kUls either of 



THE kino's safety. 

- The Duke of York meeting King Charles the Second, 
attended only by two persons, expressed his surprise 
that tho King should so expose himself — ** No man," 
replied the Monarch, "will take away my life to make 
you King.*' 



A GOOD BEASOir. 

A gentleman ordered his servant (a regular Pat) to ' 
awake hinf at six o'clock, that he might got ready to 
start at seven by an early cqach, in which he had ta- 
ken his place, for the country. The gentleman awoke 
and called his man — * What o'clock is it?* *Ju8t seven, 
your honour.* * Seven— did not I tell you to awake me"* 
at six?* * Yes,. sir.* * And why did you not?' * Because 
your honour was asleep.* 



oarrick's ete. 

Miss Pope was one evening in the Green-room, com-' 
menting on the excellencies of Garrick, when, among 
other things, she said " He had the most wonderfiu 
eye imaginable — an eye to use a vulgar phrase, that 
would penetrate through a deal board." — ^* Aye," 
cried Wewitzer, " I understand — what we call a 
giniblet eye.** 




A coimttyman pssaing over iho Pont Nouf s( Paria, 
uid Beeing, among a heap of shops full of nierchan- 
diee, thai of b baoher in which there was nothing bat 
a man silting at stable witii pen and ink, hud the i 






heaile,' re|iiiBri the bankor: ' Thcj muBt be in great re- 
quest.' said the GOUDtrjmaii, ' aiaco ;oa have aalj 7001 



Mr. Sergent Gardner, bebg lams of one leg, and 
pleading before Forteacue who hod little or no noso^ 
the judge said to hira, "lie was afraid ha had but a lame 
case of it." "Oh! my lord," said the Sergent; " havo 
L little patience, and I'll prove every thing bb 



plain aatke no?e i 



I your face. 



The msstei of a ship walking on deck called intotba 
hold, " Who is there?" a boy anawerod, " Will, Sir.' 
" Wlial are you doing!" " Nothing, Sir." " Is Ton 
there!" "Yes," Baid Tom. " What are yOQ doin^" 
" Helping Will, Sir!" 



ntotba I 

I, Sir." 
B Tom 

dom tf" I 



A lady, who made prelenaioni t 
fiwiinga, went to her butcher to ren 
on hifl cruel practices. " How," said she, " can yon 
be BO bnrbarousBalo put innocent little lambs lo death!" 
*' Why not, madora," said the Ijulcher; "you would 
ttot cat ilieiii oljye, n'ould youi" 



33 



SHERIDAN. 



When Mr. Thomas Sheridan, son of the late celebra- 
ted Richard Brinsley Sheridan, was a candidate for the 
representation of a Cornish borough, he told his father, 
that if he succeeded, he should place a label on his 
forehead with the words *to let,' and side with the 
party that made the best of&r. 'Right, Tom,' said the 
father, *but don't forget to add the word 'unfurnished.' 



THSATRICAIi. 

A candidate for the stage applied to the manager of 
the Lyceum Theatre for an ei^gkgement. Afler he had 
exhibited specimens of his various talents, the following 
dialogue took place between them — "Sir, you stutter!" 
" So does Mrs. Inchbald*" "You are lame of one 
leg!" " So was Foote." " But you are thick legged!" 
** So is Jack Johnson." " You have an ugly face!" 
** So has Listen." " You are very short!" ** So was 
Garrick." " You- squint abominably!" ** So did Lew- 
is." " You are a monotonous mannerist!" "So is 
Kemble." " You are but a miserable copy of Kem- 
ble!" "So is Barrymore." "You have a perpetual 
whine!" ** So has Pope." "In comedy you area 
mere bufibon!" " So is Munden." " But you have all 
these defects combined!" "So much the more sin- 
gular." 



SIR WALTER RAIiEIOU. 



A lady said to her servant, " are the pigs fed" — > 
which was heard by Sir Walter Raleigh, who was her 
guest, and who made the same inquiry of the lady him- 
self. " Sir," said she, " you know best whether you 
have had your breakfast." 



PREMIUM WIFE. 



An agricultural society offered a premium for tlia 
best mode of irrigation^ which was printed irritaUan 
hy mistake'; whereupon an honest farmer sent his Vfife 
to claim the prize. 



U AND I. 



A lady happening to say varuation instead of Yuitum 
tion, seemed to be offended when informed of the er- 
ror by a gentleman, but had her good nature restored, 
when told by him. "Madam! Heaven forbid that 
there shoud be any difference between U and I.*' 



GOOD ooiiro. 



*' I shall s6on die, Cu£^ — ^I must soon set ont iqMn 
a long journey;" said a sick man to his did oegro seii- 
vant. " Berry well," replied Cu^, « I ffuess Msssa 
hab good going, cause it be all way down hilL*' 



A I^IBERAIi JUDGE. 



Judge Bond said to an old hag while under examina- 
tion, " You keep a brothel and I will maintaiin H.** 
" Will you," she exclaimed, " I always took you to bs 
a kind hearted liberal gentleman." 



COCK FZOKTIirO. 

A gentleman having engaged to fight a main of cocks, 
directed his feeder in the country, who was a son of 
the sodi to pick out two of the best, -and bring them to 
town. Paddy having made his selection, put the two 
cocks together into a "bag, and brought them with him 
in the mail coach. When they arrived, it was found 



that upon ibeir joumej thev had almost tarn each oth- 
er to pieces; on which Paddj was several;; token t« 
taA for his alup" 



A woman qaaTTelling with her hiuband; told him, 
Ae believed if she was to die, tie would many the Do- 
tU's eldest daughter. " The lawdoeanot allow • man 
to man; twoaiston," replied the tender husband. 



An Italian being accused of marrying five wiet* was 
•aked bj the judge whj he wedded m maoy. " b or- 
der to meet with a good one, if poatibit, the fellow 



TBI AFOTBIOABT. 

An apothecaiy asserted in a large company " that 
cB bitter things were Aof." " No," replied a physician, 
■* k bitter Mid day is an exception." 



A yomig divine, on his eiamination oefbre the Areh- 
biriiop of York, for holy orders, was asked by his 
grace, who was the mediator between God and man!" 
to which he immediately answered, *■ The ArcblmJiop 
of Canterbury." 

VOL. I. % 
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DR. BUSBY. 



The celebrated Dr. Busby having chtfstised some of 
the boys at Westminster school, they resolved to io> 
veuge it, which they effected in the following manner: 
They daubed with dirt the balustrades of the stain lead- 
ing to the school, which the doctor, being infirm, al- 
ways laid hold of. He was much incensed at the trick, 
and on reaching the school offered a reward of half a 
crown to any boy that would inform him who had a 
hand in it. The apprehension of those concerned may 
be imagined, when a junior boy rose and said that he 
would tell, provided the doctor promised not to flog him, 
which being agreed to, the lad directly exclaimed — 
* You, Sir — you had a hand in iV He rewarded the 
boy for his wit. 



DESPATCH. ^ 

The gallant captain Harper, of his Majesty's ship 
Wye, afler having captured 'a small fishing schooner 
belonging to Newcastle, and got her safe into Digbj, 
fearing that the crew would retake her, had her dv' 
mantled, by taking out the masts and unhanging } 
rudder. This operation, with the assistance of his o 
cers and crew was performed in one hour and th 
quarters. When the schooner was dropping astern 
the ship, the officers, who were looking at her over 1 
railing of the quarter deck, and laughing at her nal 
appearance, sneeringly asked one of the fishermen 
he thought the Yankees could strip a vessel so expe^ 
The fisherman replied he thought it had been donr 
short time for them; but, said he, I once assisted 
king three masts out your frigate the Java, art 
did it in just half the time. 



A SPIRIT OF LITIGATION PUNISHED. 

Some yean since, a man, who had morS* spare 
i' ney than good sense, suffered himself to be sue 
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a debt of about tuDO dollars. Enraged at the audacity 
of the plaintiff, he resolved to put every engine of the 
law in motion, ** to keep him out of his money," and 
accordingly applied to a gentleman of the bar for his 
professional aid to effect this object. Afler listening to 
his statement of the case, the attorney demanded a fee 
of only three dollars, which the defendent promptly 
paid down, highly gratified with the smallncss of the 
sum required. The attorney went to the magistrate's 
office, and paid the debt and costs with the three dol- 
lars which he had just received from his client. They 
met in a few days afler, when the man inquired of the 
attorney whether he had attended to the case, and 
what had been the result. ** Yes,*' replied the lawyer, 
** and I have completely nonsuited the plaintiff— he'll 
never trouble you any more." 



A JUST DECISION. 

Louis the Fourteenth of France, pla3nng at backgam- 
mon, had a doubtful throw; a dispute arose and aU the 
courtiers remained silent. The Count de Grammont 
came in that instant. " Decide the matter," said the 
King to him. ** Sire," said the Count, " your majesty 
is in the wrong." "How so," replied the King, "can 
you decide without knowing the question?" " Yes," 
said the Count, ** because had the matter been doubt- 
ful, all the gentlem^ would have given it for your 
Majesty!'* 



PRATERS REQUESTED. 

The editor of the Christian Mirror, printed at Port- 
land, a Mr. Parkhurst, formally requests the prayers 
of his subscribers and patrons for him, not as being in 
a WEAK and low condition, but that his mind may be 
strengthened, and he be preserved from sinful tempta^ 
tions, — ^being obliged to read over so many <\C 'V!cis^ 
world's newspapers, to coUecl a BKixnxcx^rs oS. N^^a^.^ 
dok^ in the world for lYio ben^ftlt q« >«» xft^^^t^^'^^ 



2S 

intimates that he has sometimes been disposed to /attf A, 
and at other times he has felt much grieved at the fol- 
ly and thoughtlessness of the world's people. We are 
sorry for Mr. P. whose case is so singular, even as dis- 
tinguished from other Christian editors, and will contrib- 
ute at once all in our power towards the restoration of 
his mii^d to a sane and rational state, by crossing out 
his name in the list of our exchanges.— £eene Sent 



THE TEA KETTUB. 

A scholar, who was reading at night, heard a thief 
breaking through the wall of his house. Happening to 
have a tea-kettle with boiling water before the fire, he 
took it up, and placing himself by the side of the waO, 
waited for the thief. The hole being made, a man 
thrust his feet through, when the scholar immediately 
seized them, and began to bathe them with boiling wa- 
ter. The thief screamed, and sued for mercy, but the 
scholar replied very gravely, *' stop till I have emptied 
my tea-kettle.** 



FORTITUDE. 

At the siege of Torktown, two blacks were placed 
as sentinels together. When the relief came, the cor- 
poral found both in the same position he left them: on 
demanding of the one sitting why he did not rise, he 
answered, " I believe Massa, I'se wounded, and I guess 
Cuffee dead; hant poke dis good while.*' On exami- 
nation Cuffee was really dead, and Sambo had the 
bones of his arm and leg so badly fractured as to ren- 
der amputation absolutely necessary. When the poor 
fellow was informed of it, he replied, **well Massa, take 
um off.** After the operation was performed the sur- 
geons began to condole with him upon his misfortune* 
when he exclaimed, "Neber mind, Massa, tank God, I 
got noder leg and noder arm for um yet.'* 



29 



ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 



A little girl, three years and a half old, passing along 
the streets of Goshen, a few days ago with her Ma, and 
observing a Goose with a yoke on, exclaimed, " Why 
Ma, there's a Goose with Corsetts on." — Goshen Pat. 



A JUDGE. 



A grave magistrate was sitting at table between two 
young coxcombs, who took it into their heads to at- 
tempt making him the butt of theii ridicule. ** Gentle- 
men,*' said he, " I plainly perceive your design; but, to 
save unnecessary trouble, I must beg leave to give you 
a just idea of my character. Be it kno^oi to you, 
therefore, that I am not precisely a fool, nor altogeth- 
er a knave, but- (as you see) something between both." 



HEROISM. 

Plutarch has related a beautiful instance of female 
heroism. Epponia, a Romish lady, being informed that 
her husband Sabius, when beaten by the troops of the 
emperor Vespasian, had concealed himself in a deep 
cave between Franche Comte and Champagna, mader 
herself a voluntary prisoner with him, waited upon him, 
supported him for many yeaVs, and had children by him. 
At length, being apprehended, together with her htis- 
band, and brought before Vespasian, who expressed his 
surprize at her courage and fortitude, she returned this 
magnanimous answer: < I have lived under ground and 
in deurkness, far happier than you have on the summit 
of power, and in the light of the sun!' 



NAVIGATION. 



A fishing schooner belonging to Boston, fell in with the 
ship Izette which' arrived here on Satoxda.^ ^x<«SL\j««t- ^ 
pool. The skipper thinVung t\i«.\. i)X ^v^ ww wa <»»afi«. -^ 

VOL. I. ' S* _ 
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must be bound to Boston as a matter of course, he be- 
ing nqpe of the best of navigators, and wishing to ni 
home as soon as possible, undertook to follow in thtt 
wake of the ship. He did so, but instead of arriying 
at Boston, in a few hours found himself snug in Ports- 
mouth harbor. The first questions he awed were, 
<' What town is this? How came I here? Where is Bos- 
ton, and how shall I get there!" — Porta, pa. 



FAIR SEX. 

A stout negro, who, to use the vulgar phrase, was 
black as the ten of clubs, that is nine times blacker than 
the ace, was some time since walking with a ladj on 
each arm, no less sable thaii himself, when thej drew 
near to two gentlemen who were engaged in close con- 
versation, and though there was room to pass them on 
cither side, the ne^ro bolted between them, dying)— 
'* Heh, Massa, no got de politeness, why you no mefce 
room for defair secV^ 



8T0RM AT SEA. 



In a storm at sea, the chaplain asked one of the crew 
if he thought there was any danger. ** O yes," re^ 
plied the sailor; " if it blows as hard as it does now» 
we shall all be in heaven before twelve o'clock to- 
night." The chaplain terrified at the expression, cried 
out, " Shall we? the Lord forbid!" 



TUEATRICAL TRAP DOOR. 

As there was a scarcity of males in George Alexan- 
der Stevens' company, a female was easily prevailed 
upon one night to wear the breeches. The moment 
she appeared on the stage, a burst of laughter proceeded 
from every. quarter of the theatre; the actress joined 
in the laugh supposing her exertions in the comic char- 
acter had given perfect satisfaction. But she discover- 
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ed the origin of the fun when her little daughter ad- 
dressed her with considerable energy — "Mother^ motJi- 
er, button your breeches,** 



CUTTING TEXiTH. 

Charles Bannister being caught one day in a shower 
of rain, went for shelter into a comb-maker*s shop, 
where an old man was at work. " I am sorry,'* said 
Bannister to him ** that a person at your time of life, 
should have so much pain." ** Pain, I have no pain," 
exclaimed the man." « Yes, you must have, are you 
not cutting your teeth?" 



KtiMBLE FAMILY. 

The great uncIe>of the late John Philip Semble, was 
a Roman Priest in the reign of Charles the First, at 
Hereford, and was there tried, condemned, and executed 
in the* place then called Wide Marsh, now the race 
ground. His hand was cut off, and about thirty years 
since, was in possession of a Mr. Freeman, a rMpccti- 
ble Roman Catholic, dwelling within two mile* of t.iM 
city, where it was employed by the 8uperst|ti--^;iS fc 
touch wens and sores, under the idea of bcinA ' ' .io^r- 
ed with supernatural virtue. > 



MEASURE FOR MEASURE. 

Dignumand Moses Eean the mimic were hoih tailors 
and intimate friends. Charles Bannister met them un- 
der the piazza in Covent Garden arm in arm * I nev- 
er see these men together," said he, " but itiey remind 
me of one of Shakspeare's comedies." ** But which 
of them?" " Why measure for measure." 
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BOTXR. 



Boyer, a French dramatic author, had been fift j yean 
writing without success. That he might prove wheth- 
er his condemnation was not on account of the prejii- 
dice of the critics, he gave it to be understood that the^ 
new tragedy of Agamemnon was the prodtHctlon of a 
young man lately arrived at Paris. The piece was re- 
ceived with gr^at applause, even by Racine himaelf, 
who was the great scourge of fioyer. The next iii^< 
the tragedy was hissed, Boyer having made it knowr 
that he was the author. 



WHOM WILI. TE HAVE ME BXI.IEVS. 

In chancery when the council of the parties set fbrti 
the boundaries of land in question, by the plot, and th« 
council on one part said, " we lie on this side, my 
lord," and tl^ council on the other part, said, ** we 
lie on this side.*' The lord chancellor, observed, ** If 
you lie on both sides, whom will ye have me believe." 



"i* A SIGN or LIFE. 

SoiM ^robbers having broken into a gentleman'! 
UbuaBy ivtnt to the bed of the footman and told him if 
]£• mrvid, he was a dead man. ** That's a lie!" said' 
ho, **ftr ^ I move, I am sure that I am alive!" 

ErrECTs. 

It wu observed of a deceased lawyer, that he left. 
but few effects, to which a female remarked, that " ho 
had but fiw causes,** 



DANGER OF LOQUACITY. 

** Doctor! why have I lost my teeth?" said a talka 
tive female to a phy&ician. " You have worn them 
9 out with your tongue," he replied. 
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tXCRBT. 



An JBgyptian being asked what he carried so dose* 
ly? replied, « It is covered in order to be kept secret !'' 



ADVKRTISXMBirT. 

The .following advertisement was some yetjrs ago 
posted up at North Shields. — ** Whereas, several i<5e 
and disorderly persons have lately made a practice of 

riding on an ass, belonging to Mr. , the head of 

Ropery stairs; now, lest any accident should hap« 
pen, he takes this method of informing the public, that 
he has determined to shoot the said aas, and cautions 
any person who maybe riding on it at the time, to take 
care of himself, lest by some unfortunate mistake he 
should shoot the wrong one." 



BLUNDERINGS. 

At a late fair of Ballinasloo, a rich graziej*, being in 
his cups, made a boast that he and three other pot 
companions had contrived to swallow sixteen bottles 
of port at one sitting. *Pray, sir,' said a gentleman 
present, * would you have the goodness to give us the 
names of the three other brutes that were engaged with 
you?' * That I will,' says he, * there was Tom Math- 
ews that's one; the ttoO Grogans — that's two; myself 
—that's three; and — (aflera long pause) — wh;r,by my 
soul, there was four of us — Let me see, (reckoning up- 
on his finders,) there's the two Grogans that's one; 
myself — ^that's two; Tom Mathews — ^that's three; and 

— by the 1 forget the name of the other; but I 

know that there were four of us, any how.' 
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RECKLESBIfEtS. 

Anecdote of Rev. Dr. Lawson^ of Scotland, 

He never permitted any powder to be put on his wigi 
but on one occasion, it was powdered by his family 
without his knowledge, on a Sabbath morning. When 
he began to ffrow warm and animated in his sermon, 
the powder idling about his neck and face, produced a 
sensation which made him rub and brush hmioelf fie 
quently with his handkerchief, until at length he disco- 
vered the cause; when takmg off his wig before the 
whole congregation, he dehberately struck it several 
times a^^ainst the side of the pulpit, until he dusted the 
powder out; then re-placed it upon his head, and pro 
ceeded with his discourse. 



CANDID ACKNOWLEDGMENT. 

At the Abingdon sessions, last week, a worthy lady 
appeared to swear to a pair of breeches of her hus- 
band's which had been purloined. On the production 
of the garments in court, she was asked to whom 
they belonged. "Why," said she, ** I think they 
belong to me, for I wear them sometimes,** 



ELECTIONEERING IN ARKANSAS. 

The following communication is copied from the Ar 
kansas Gazette: — 
"I am a candidate for the council. 
N. B. Tailoring business done at Mr. SaundersL 

D. BOYER. 
Little Rock, April 6th, 1825." 



ABSENCE or MIND. 

A well known gentleman, of Magdalen College, 
Cambridge, had taken his watch fiom VtSa \(imiV«l Iq 
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mark the time he intended to boil an egg for his break- 
fast, when a friend entering the room, found him absorb- 
^ed in some abstruse calculation, with the egg in his 
hand, upon which he was intently looking, and the 
watch supplying its place in the sauce-pan of boiling 
water. 



CURB rOR PARSIMONY. 

The late Mr. Ticknesse being in a great want for 
money, applied to his son (lord Audley,) for assistance, 
but being denied, he immediately hired a cobbler's 
stall in the same street, directly opposite his Lordship/s 
house, and had a board put up with these words upon 
it: " Boots and Shoes made and mended by PMHp 
Ticknesse i father to Lord Audley.** This answered 
the purpose; and he was supplied with every thing he 
vanted, on condition of leaving the stall. 



TRUTH VS, POLITENESS. 

At a tea-party, where some Cantabs happened to be 
present, after the dish had been handed round, the la^ 
ajy who was presiding over the tea equipage, ' hoped 
the tea was good.' *yery good, indeed, madam,' was 
the general reply, till it came to the turn of one of the 
Cantabs to speak, who between truth and politeness, 
shrewdly observed — ^*That the tea is excellent, but 
the water is smoky,* 



BE KINDLY AFFECTIONATE. 

Monicha, Austin's mother, had a very ill hiiebaiidy 
of a cross and perverse disposition. A heathen woman, 
who lived near her, asked her, <* How comes it to pass 
that you and your husband live so well together? We 
know your husband is of a cross, perverse dis^^o*- 
tion5 yet we see nothing but a gteaX 4»«i2L ^ «««R^sM» 
and lore between yau\ it ia n^A «o ^•ffiCi».'«k>'«^ 5:«sm«* 



86 

do so.*' Monicha answered, '* It may be when jov 
husband is untoward and peiverse, you mre him cnMi 
answers, but the Christian religion tea<w)a me other- 
wise. When my husband comes home, and is m a pw- 
sion, the Chrisfian religion teaches me to be asloTmg, 
dutiful, and amiable to him as I can. So I have gain* 
ed the heart of my husband." 



THE SERPEZTT. 

The first time the serpent was used in a concert tt 
which Handel was in the habit of presiding, he was so 
disgusted at the powerful coarseness of its tones that he 
called out in a rage, *< Vat de diffil be dot?'* On being 
informed that it was an instrument called a serpent, 
** O,'* he replied, " de serpent! aye, but it be not ie 
serpent vat seduce Eve,'** 



A RARE MATHEMATICAL WIZTD. 

The late Professor Vince, one morning, (several 
trees having been blown down the night previous) 
meeting a friend in the walks of St. John's College^ 
Cambridge, was accosted with, *How d'ye do, sir? qmte 
a blustering wind this.' — * Yes,' answered Vince, *it's 
a rare mathemaHcal wind,* — ' Mathematical windP 
exclaimed the other, * How so?' — ^*Why,' replied Vinot^ 
' it has extracted a great many roots!* 



A RUNNING ACCOUNT. 

** I am sorry, said a Chamberlain, to a poor German 
Count, to be obliged to quit your service, havin^r been 
with you many years without Receiving any wages^' 
Well, said his lordship, I know I am in your debt, bnt 
you should consider that it is still running on.-*** That 
I do consider, (replied the Chamberlain) but I am 
afraid it runs on so fast^ that I shall never be aUa toi 
overtake ii," 
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SHERIDAN. 



The late R. B. Sheridan being once on a Parliamtn- 
tary Committee, happened to enter the room wlran 
niost of the Members were present and seated, thou^ 
business had not jet commenced; ^hen, perceiving 
that there was not another seat in the room, he with 
his usual readiness, Said, *^ Will any gentleman move 
that I may take the chair?" 



POLITICAL KCOZrOMT. 

Shortly af^er the commencement of the last war a 
tax was laid on candles, which, a Ricardo lecturer 
would prove, made them dearer. A 8<totch wife in 
Greenock remarked to her chandler, Paddy Macbeth, 
that the price was raised, and asked why. <*It'8 a' 
owin to the war," said Paddy. ** The war!**' said the 
astonished matron, "Gracious me! are they gaun to 
6ght by candle-licht?" 



SUrFEKINGS. 

A native of Hibemla, relating to his friend the dan- 

Krs and difficulties he had undergone both by aea and 
id, speaks thus to him with great seriousness: — I be- 
lieve in my soul John, that I have sufifored every thing 
that man f^ars but death; and I expect, if 1 shall live, 
to su^r that ako. 



: NDIAia^ SHREWD ITESS. 

He tfuit delivired it unto ihee, hath the greater ein, 

— ** I am glad," said the Rev. Dr. Y s to the chief 

of the Little Ottawas, ** that you do not drink whiskey, 
but it grieves me to find ^hat vour people use so much 
of it." "Ah yes!" replied the chief, and he fixed an 
impressive eye upon the doctor, which conmramcaJAid. 
the reproof b^ore he ttttered it» ** we Indiana vast % 
^nvmt deai afwbkkey, bill wSo do not nuJst tJ^ 



TICK-F»BtIDXirTf. 

.A Frendi gentleman, some days nnee, appGadl to 
thesc.creUury of one of the London charitiee to kaoir 
the nature of Ha foundation. The cleik was proctd 
ing regularly to inform him that they had one good 
president and twelve vice-presidents, when ha was a^ 
terrupted bv ** Ah» ha! von god president; vioo, daft ii 
vickeo, and you have twelve vicked onea; thay will bo 
all too strong for dat gentleman; I shall cany mj 
ney to anot£ir house." 



LSaAL 1»RXSUMFTZ0K. 

Baldos, a very eminent. lawyer of the. 14th ee atu ry , 
and Menochius, who wrote on legal presomption hk tna 
16th centmy, both lay it down as clear law, that ** if 
it be proved that a certain man's head has boon oat 
off, a violent presumption will follow fiom thonoo* CM 
th<it man is dead." 



THE FAIRT QUSXIT. 

When Spencer had finished the Fairy 9«eefi» hi 
carried it to the Earl of Southampton, the great poMa 
of the poets of those days. The manuscript boiler ooat 
up to the earl, he read a few pages, and thetf o to wod 
the' servant to give the vnriter twenty pounds, ^'"■^fhy 
further, he cried in rapture, ** Carry that man anothsf 
twenty pounds!" Proceeding stiU, he said, V GivO him 
twenty pounds more." But i^ length he lost aU p^ 
tience, and said, f'Go, turn ihat fellow out of tl» 
bousoj for if I read on I shall be ruined." 



ZiOqUACITT. ' ' 

A veiy raetty woman, who was tediously loquaoioiMy j 
complained one day to Madame ia Sevign^, thai feho ,/ 
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Madame de Sevign^ to Her, with a smile, *< it m veij 
easy to get rid of them, you have only to speak.*' 



I.AWTER8 OUTWll-TED. 

Two lawyers by the name of Rpot and Bush chanc- 
ing to meet an idiot at a tavern, to amuse themselves 
put questions to him, and, among others asked him what 
kind of a place he thought Heaven was ? He answered 
that he thought it was a barren, open country, where 
there was not a Root or Bitsh, nor ever would be. 



THE president's GUARD. 

An Englishman in Philadelphia speaking of the 
Presidency of Washington, was expressing a wish to an 
American to behold hun. While this conversation pas- 
sed," ** there he goes," replied the American, point- 
ing to a tall, erect, dignified personage, passing on the 
other side of the street — *' that General Washington 1'* 
exclaimed the Englishman — " where is his guard ?'* 
** Here," replied the American, striking his bosom with 
emphasis. . 



THE ODDS. 

J^sailor having purchased some medicine of a cele- 
brated doctor, demanded the price. << Why," aajB the 
Doctor, ** I cannot think of charging you less than 
seven and sixpence." "Well 1*11 tell you what," re- 
plies the sailor, *' take off the odd and I will pay you 
the even." ** Well, returned the doctor we don't quar- 
rel about trifles." The sailor laid down sixpence and 
was walking off, when the doctor reminded him of his 
mistake. ** No mistake at all sir; six is even and sev- 
en is odd all the world over, so I bid "^wsl ^^^^ ^^^^ 
« Get you gone," saidtbA doQ\.oT, **V-«^ td»«»'-S««" 
ptnee out of you yet." 
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AVCTioir or i«A9ib«. 



An anetkmof immarriedUdiesnMdtotakiepliloeal* 
nually in Babylon. *' In OFery district^" nys tha hii* 
torian, <* they aasembled on a certain day of ewHj 
year, all the virgins of marriageable ag9«" Th& vmmI 
beautiful waa fint put up, and Uie man who bid ibm iaif-. 
est sum of money gained possession of her. |Tlio 9»>* 
cond in personal appearance followed, and the biddaw 
gratified themselves with handsome wivesy accordliigto 
the depth of their purses. But, alas! it seoimi than 
were in Babylon some ladies for whidi no money waa 
likely to be oflbred, yet these were also disposed of, so 
provident were the Babylonians. *<When all the bcMUi- 
tiful virgins,'* says the historian, <* were sold, the crier 
ordered the most deformed to stand up; and after ha 
had openly demanded who would many her with a 
small sum, she was at length adjudged to th6 aStai nho 
would be satisfied with the least; in this mamittr thi 
money arising from the sale of the handMmie, aerrad aa 
a portion to those who were either of disaMeaUa 
looks, or that had any other imperfection." Tina eoft* 
torn prevailed abottt 500 years befbrd Christ 



HOITESTT. 

A beggar asking Dr. Smollet for elms, he gava lum, 
through mistake, a guinea. The poor fellow, on miw 
ceiving it, hobbled ^ier him to return it; upon which 
Smollet returned it to him, with another giliael^ 
reward for his honesty, exclaiming at the aamc 
** What a lodging Honesty has taken up with!" 



DISCBKTIOZr. 

C JES AR liaving found a collection of letters, wihtan 
by his enemies to Pompjet, burnt them Without readingt 
— **For" said he, "though I am upon my cqwA^ 
BgainBt anger yet it is safer to i«niov<d t!kiA cauit^^^ 
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PUBLIC GRATITUDE. 



Voltaire relates, with great simplicity, that at tne 
first representation of one of his tragedies, the audience, 
who saw the author in a box with an extremely beauti- 
ful young Dutchess, required that she should give him a 
kiss, by way of acknowledging the public gratitude. 
The victim, a partaker in the general enthusiasm, felt 
apparently no repugnance to make the sacrifice. 



THE CELEBRATED DODDHTOTON. 

Boddington was very lethargic. Falling asleep one 
day, afler dinner, with Sir Richard Temple, Lord Cob- 
ham, and several others, one of the party reproached 
him with his drowsiness. He denied having been 
asleep, and to prove he had not, offered vto repeat all 
Lord Cobham had been saying. Cobham challenged 
him to do so. Doddington repeated a story, and Cob- 
ham owned he had been telling it. ** Well," said Dod- 
dington, ** and yet I did not hear a word of it; but I 
went to sleep because that I knew about this time of 
day you woulcMell that story,*' 



PETER PINDAR. 

Dr.Walcot, (the facetious Peter Pindar) on being 
once reproved by a gentleman for the liberties he had 
taken with his Sovereign, is said to have replied with 
as much truth as wit, '* I confess there exists this dif- 
ference between the.Kfng and me — ^the King has been 
a good subject to me; but I have bejen a bad subject 
to his Majesty. 



MICHAEL ANGELO. 

Michael Angelo, when painting in the Pope's Cha- 
pel the picture of Hell and the souls of l\ie d»xiL\ii&^« 
made one of the Utter 00 exact, ft leaexD&tWiCA o^ ^ 

ro£. I, 4» 
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Cardinmly wiio WW hii enetnjy that «vm7 cm 
ately leoogmnd it; ^wfaereapon the CmSaml 
ately applwd to Pope Clement, Jewrinf itupghft to lit 
faced; to which the latter replied-^* Yoa luow tkat Jl 
have power to deli?er a aoui out of pwgatofy, bvt Mt 
out of HeU!" 



DZOXSTIOir. 

Footo was rattling one evening, in the green nam, 
when a nobleman, who aeemM faighltjr enleitainedf 
cried out, *< Well, Foote, you see I awallow all itm 
good thinga.'* ** Do you, my Lord duke?" ai^ the 
other, « then I congratulate you on your digeeCienyfiNr 
I belieTe you never threw up one of them in your fifk** 



TRX PRSSIDIEZrT AHD AH IRISBlf AH, 

On Saturday the President of the United States ar- 
rived at Philadelphia on his way to Waahington. Ha 
came m the steam-boat from Trenton. While on boaid 
the boat, says the Democratic Press, a well dieaaed, 
ruddy complexioned man addressed hhn in these wotdi 
— * I am an Irishman, sir; I understand you are the 
President of the United States, and I desire to have the 
honour to shake hands vnth yon.* — ' With great ple»-^ 
sure, sir,* said Mr. Adams, extending his .hmi wad 
shaldng that of the person who addressed him. < ll^T 
I ask, . sir,' said the President, < how you like thm 
country.' — * Indeed, sir,' said the Irishman, * 1 like ft 
very much. I like it so much, that I intend aoon, f# 
become a xtatiyx!!' The President smiled, andwitb • 
gentle inclination of the head, said — * We shall bt hip* 
py, sir, to have such fellow citizens.* ' 



eBaTXH0» oHnxns. 

A vain fellew who- eexnumded a floudl TaaNl»%Bl 
who tried to appear greater than the captain Of a ftdttf 
nte ouua of wv, told hia ca2bm bo^f efoa da:| i8M~ " 
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hftd company coining on board to dine; and that when 
he asked for the silver handled knives and forks, he 
must tell him they have gone ashore to be ground; and 
answer in the same strain to any question he might put. 
He did so. The knives, and forks went off very welL 
The next qulsstion was, where is that Izige Cheshire 
cheese, boy ? < Gone ashore to be ground, sir,' was the 
answer. 



WHIMSICAL INTERRUPTIOZr. 

When Dr. Bradon was rector of Eltham, in Kent, 
the text he one day took to preach froni, was, "Who art 
thou?" Ader reading the text, he made (as was his 
custom) a pause, for' the congregation to reflect upon 
the words; when a gentleman in a military dress, who 
at the instant was marching very sedately up the mid- 
dleaisle of the church, supposing it to be a question ad- 
dressed to him, to the siu^rise of all present, replied, 
'* I am, sir, an officer of the seventeenth of foot, on a 
recruiting party here; and having brought my wife and 
family with mo, I wish to be acquainted with the neigh- 
boring clergy and gentry." This so deranged the di- 
vine and astonished the congregation, that uough they 
attempted to listen with decorum, the discourse was not 
pix>ceeded in without considerable difficulty. 



MR. HUSKISSOlf. 

A gentleman stoutly m'kintained some point in argu- 
ment by saying, " Why, sir, I assure you I read it, this 
very morning, in a pamphlet on the subject." <*If 
that be all," said Mr. Huskisson, **I have the advantage 
of you, for I read the same nonsense, in a quarto, 
twenty years ago, and yet it is not a bit the truer." 
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A WART CREDITOR. 



A dashing gentleman, who was not reckoned unoBg 
the number of the best paymasters, visiting his hatter, 
fixed upon one of the hats in the shop which he wisii- 
ed to have sent home upon credit: this being refused, 
he exclaimed " What! do you refuse to give me credit 
for a hat?'* when the hatter replied, I have another 
trifling objection besides that of merely giving you cre- 
dit — ^1 should not like to be under the necessity of bow- 
ing to my owjr hat till you may choose to pay for it. 



JUDGE ROOT. 

Judge Root, in going a circuit in England, had a 
stone thrown at his head, but from the circumstance 
of his stooping very much, it passed over him. . ** You 
see," said he to his friend, ** had I been an upright 
Judge, I might have been killed." 



fringe's metai.. 

When the Prince of Orange, afterwards William the 
Third, came over to this country, five of the seven Bi- 
shops who had been sent to the Tower, declared for 
his Highness; but the other two would not. Upon 
which Dryden said, " that the seven golden candle- 
sticks were sent to be assayed in the Tower, and five 
of them proved Princess metcU,** 



angel's costume. 

Upon the death of a worthy baillie of Edinbuigb, 
his relations resolved to erect a monument to his 



mory. They accordingly appHed to a mason, and 
among other directions, desired that h^ would repre- 
sent an angel, bearing the baillie to heaven. The ma- 
son set to work, and chisseled out a charming likmieae 
of the deceased worthy on the head ot t^<d «x^\« V%. 



carved a wig similar to the baillie*s (which was the 
laigest i^g in the Town Council.) One of his relations, 
on returning from London,, went to inspect the subject 
of the sculpture. Aflcr musing some time over it, he 
asked the mason who the lower figure was intended 
for. ** Oh, that's the angel lifting our auld friend to 
heaven." " The angel ?" said the gentleman, ** who 
ever saw an angel wear a to^?'* "Did ye ever see 
ane without a wigV* retorted the artist. This waa 
unanswerable ; so the monument was erected, and may 
be seen on the north side of the church-yard of the 
Greyfriars, to the wonder of all beholders. 



SHERIDAN. - 

The late R. Brinsley Sheridan, Esq. threatening to 
cut his son Thomas off with a shilling ; he immediate- 
ly replied, * Ah father, but where will you borrow that 
ihUhng?* This humour, so like his own, procured the 
desired pardon. 



CATCHIXO THE IDEA. 

A minister reading the first line or so of a chapter in 
the bible, the clerk, by some mistake or other, read it 
after him. The clergyman read as follows: — ** Moses 
was an austere man, and made atonement for the sins of 
his people." The clerk, who could not exactly catch 
the sentence, reported it thus : ** Moses was an oyster- 
man, and made ointment for the shins of his people.'* 
Again, " and* the Lord smote Job with sore boils.*' 
" The Lord shot Job with/owr balls,'* 



BAR MAIDS. 

In France, especially, very handsome giris are some- 
times employed as bar maids, to entice people lo %\eu 
But one of the French provincialioumalB, g;L\m|^^t«^ 
detaJJe respecting the fair of Beaucidxe, Te\al«d i2cA 5lc\- 
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lowing order of the police: — ** No coflfee-houte keeper 
or lemonadJer, either in the fair or in the town, will be 
permitted to expose, at the counter or otherwise for 
the purpose of attracting visitors, any woman, except 
his own lawful wife, upon a penalty of a heavy fine/ 



•» 



ANECDOTE Or MH. FOX. 

From mfancy to manhood it was the practice of ha 
father. Lord Holland, to shew him the most unlimited 
indulgence. The following story is told in proof of it. 
Master Charles, when six or seven years of age, one 
day strolled into the kitchen; and while dinner was 
cooking, and a pig roasting at the fire, he amused him- 
self with making water upon the unresisting porker, 
it was a standing order of the house to contradict him 
in nothing, so tl^re was nothing to be done-^ut to 
let the pig be so basted. The cook, however, thought 
it fair to give the guests warning of the sauce to it, 
which he did by sending up the following lines upon a 
label in its mouth. 

If strong and savory I do taste, 

'Tis with the liquor that did me baste, 

While at the fire I foam'd and hiss'd, ^ 

A Fox*8 cub upon me ^ 



-* 



At Saint Barthelemy, near La Ferte-Gaucher, an old 
countryman lay on his death-bed. His son went to 
fetch the clergyman, and stood knocking at his door 
for three hours. "Why didn't you knock louder?'* 
said the clergyman. ** I was afraid of waking you,'* 
said the clown. " Well, what is the matter ?" " I left 
my father dying, Sir." ** So! so! he must be dead, 
then, by this time ?" " Oh no. Sir," returned the oth- 
er, " neighbour Peter said he woidd amuse him till 1 
came back." 
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X.ORD NOHBVRT. 



A man having been capitally convicted before his^ 
lordship, was as usual, asked what he had to say why 
judgment of death should not pass upon him! * Say?*' 
replied he, y* why, I think the joke has been carried far 
enough already, and the less that is said fbout it the 
hotter — so if you please, my lord, we'll drop the sub- 
ject.' * The subject may drop,' replied his lordship. 



CHII7E8X TAIX.OBIKG. 

A gentleman gave a coat, to a Chinese to serve as a 
pattern by which to make a new one; there happened 
to be a rent across the shoulder, and a large patch on 
the elbow of the old coat; the faithful Chinese made a 
large rent, and put a broad patch on the elbow of the 
new! 



THS TWO DUTCRICSN.' ^ 

Two dutchmen not long since, had occasion to go to 
a blacksmith's on business, and finding the smith absent 
from the shop,' they concluded to go to the house; hav* 
ing reached the door, said, one to the other '* come 
Haunse you ax about de smit," " nain, nain, (said the 
other,) but you can tell so better as I can, veil den so 
I knocks." The mistress of the house came toUhe 
door. Haunse then inquired, <*is de emit tnitin?" 
** Sir," said the woman; ** is de smit mitin?" ** 1 can- 
not understand you," said the woman. Haunse then 
bawled out, *' vot de debil, I say is de smit mitin?" 
The other Dutchman, perceiving that the woman could 
not understand Haunse, stepped up and pushed him 
aside, and said, ** let a man come up what can say 
eomething; is de black smit shop in de ho^n^V* 






aSOAOS tSCOVD. 



King George II. was vexy fi»d of oU WliktaQt ttl 
theologian, and waa walking with him one dnj ^"^^ ~>: 
gardens of Hampton-conrt, during the heat of Ui jpiUfr ^ 
secution, when the King said, ** Mr. Whiston/yo«flM^;-.ti 
perhaps, be right in your opinions* but it woaH te'^^jk ^ 
ter if you kept them to yourself." ** Is yonr If 
really serious in your a^ce ?" answered the old 
*' I am," leplied the King. « Then," said 




** I am sorry for it; had Martin Luther bea& of jomf 
way of thinking, where would your Bli^JQStj hftfo MSI 

at this time ?" 



▲ FHILOSOFRS&'S SKITLXi. 

A famous craniologist strolling through o 
yard, perceived a grave-digger tossing up ilkb ooilk^ 
among which were two or tuee skullsi- the pnaSolfii^m 
took up one, and, after considering it ^ Ifttlo taiiO»iM|^ 
** Ah, this was the skull of a phOoBcpher.** *• Tvf 
like, your honour," said the grave-digger, '* For I do . ^, 
see it is somewhat cracked.** i: 



THE CANDID LAWTS&. 



A counsellor was asked one day by a jndgo wkj 
was always ^smployed in knavish causes? ** Wlgf » 
lord," replied-he, *< I have been so much in tho ~ 
of losing good causes, that I think I had bettor 
take bad ones." 




Air EliXGANT COMPLXICXHT. 

* 

Oarrick asked Rich, the manager of Covent OonllO 
Theatre how much he thought it would hold? ^ 
would tell you to a shilUng," replied the maiMiger^^ 
j^u would play Richaid tboie**^ 
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MASRIAOK PORTIOH. 

A woman of Athens, once ariied a Laeedemoniaii 
vife, by way of satire, what portion she had given to 
her husband, *< My chastity t** was her noble reply. 

lawyer's honesty. 

A Lawyer of' Stratsburg being in a dying state, sent 
for a brother lawyer to nmke hS will, by which he be- 
queathed his estate to the Hospitcd des Fous {Idiots^) 
His brother advocate expressed his sqrprise at his be* 
<iuest. **Why not bestow it upon them ?" said the dy- 
ing man, ** you know I obtained my money from foob, 
and to fools it ought to return." 



SIMPLICITY, 

A plough-boy left his work and went home during a 
gentle sprinkle of rain, whet| his master told him he 
should not leave off work till ittained downright. A few 
days afler the boy stayed all day and returned douch- 
ed with rain. His master' ask^d why he did not come 
home before, to which ho replied, « but you zed I 
shouldn't come hoam vore it' ramed doumrightf but it 
was culant all day long." 



A srrFICIEN^T RKASOK. 

A drunken fellow having sold all his goods except his 
feather bed, at last made sale of that too, and his con- 
duct being reproved by some of his friends, ** Why," 
said he, ** should I keep my bed when I am well* 
thank God ?" 

VOL. I 5 



THE RETORT. 



Two girls of fashion entered an assembly room, it t 
time when a fat citizen's wife was quitting it. « Oh," 
said one of them, ** there's beef Orla-mtjde going ooL*' 
" Yes," answered the object of ridicule, ** ana gamt 
coming in." 



ANTICIPATIOir. 



A Nabob in a severe fit of the gout, told his physi- 
cian he sufiered'the pains of the damned. The ooctoir 
coolly answered, "what already,** 



I.IKS A PITPPT. 



A gentleman observed to a lady, that a mntoal 
friend, since a late illness, had spoken like a puppy. 
** No doubt," she replied, " for I understand -he has 
lately taken to bark,** 



THE MISER PUNISHED. 

A miser having lost an hundred pounds, promised ten 
pounds reward to any one who should bring it him. A 
poor man brought it to the old gentleman, and demand- 
ed the ten pounds, but the miser in 'order to baffle him, 
alleged there were an hundred and ten pounds in the 
bag when lost. The poor man, however was advised 
to sue for the money; and when the cause came on to 
be tried, it appeared that the seal had not been bro- 
ken, nor the bag ripped, the judge said to the defendantVi 
counsel, « The bag you lost had an hundred and tea 
pounds in it you say?" "Yes, my lord," says hei 
'*Then," replied the judge, " according to the evidenett 
given in court, this cannot be your money, for here era 
only one hundred pounds; therefore the \iUiiiilijr mnii 
keep HiUltiie true clwBQr apveext^^^ "^ 
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A HARD MASTER. 



A theatrical manager, one evening when his band was 
playing an overture, went up to the horn players and 
asked why they were not playing ? They said they had 
twenty bar's rest. " Rest," says he, " I'll have no 
rest in my company, I pay you for playing, not for 
restijig," 



GIVIXG THE DEVIL HIS DUE 

Swifl preached an assize sermon, and in the course 
of it was severe upon the lawyers for pleading against 
their consciences. After dinner a young <:ounsel, said 
some severe things against the clergy, and did not doubt 
were the devil to die, a parson might be found to preach 
his funeral sermon. ** Yes," said Swift, ** I would, 
and would give the devil his due, as I did his children 
this morning^" ' 



A qVICK RETORT. 

A black footman was one day accosted by a fellow, 
*< Well, Blackee, when did you see the Devil last ?" 
upon which Blackee, turning suddenly round, gave him 
a severe blow, which staggered him, with this appro- 
priate answer, *' When I saw him last he sent you dat 
—how you like it." 



NAME OF A COACH. 

A traveller in a stage, not particularly celebrated 
for its celerity, inquired of the gentleman who sat next 
him,' what the coach was called; upon whjch the lat- 
ter replied, " I think, Sir, it i^ called the Regulator^ 
for I observe all the other coaches go hy it,** 




A coiDet of InuMn wbo wuDot tbe : 
im hia maiiMn, havina jcniiMl hia regiment, 
byhixwikMial.wliathiifUhec w«a> He replied, ■* b far- 
mer." "Pitjr jour rather did nol maka you follow hii 
trade." Upwi which theconnt asked, " Praj, Sir, 
what ii your father j" — "A gentleman, Sit." "Pilj 
he did DOl make you one," replied tin wrnet. 



It ufanhtiiig anj tmproper word*. 



CouQBelloT Doiuung tbmfcing to embairBss a. witnett 
having a Bardolphiui Nose, began whh, " now jou 
tSr. with the copper now, now joa an ewom what 
bavejoulo lay ?" — " Why, by theo'athlhavoBwoiB," 
replied he, " I would not eichange mj eepptr noee tat 
your brazen face." 



This eccentric character' having a large estate and 
being deteimined, if possible to disappoint the eipecta- 
tiooH of tbe second son of lotd'Bute wha wsa his heir, 
had the following advertisement meerted in the London 
Journals. " A gentleman who has filled two sncceed- 
ing seals in parliament, is nearly sixty yeoxs or a^e^ 
lives in great splendour and bospitali^-, and f) 
whom a considerable estate must pass if he dies vc 
out issue, bath no objection to mari^ any widoq. 
single lady, provided the part; be-ot g^leiV \iuAll,^ 
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« 



lished maimers, and five, six or seven months gone in 
her pregnancy. — 'Letters directed to — Brecknock Esq. 
will be honoured with due attention, secrecy and eve- 
ry mark of respect." Several Ladies answered this 
advertisement, one of whom was selected, but Mr. M. 
died on his way from Venice. 



PXTER THE GREAT. 

This monarch being in a country house was invited 
to a hunting party, but declined, saying, '* hunt as 
much as you please — Make war upon ^Id beasts. 
For my part, I cannot amuse myself in that way while I 
have enemies abroad to fight and intractable subjects at 
home to reform." 



THE LOST THIXG rOVNO. 

An old woman wishing to make a clergyman believe 
tibe read her bible, took it as he was coming in at the 
door, and upon opening it exclaimed, ** Well how glad 
I am, for here are my spectacles which I lost three 
jears ago." 



LEFT HANDED. 

- An ignorant matron who could not read, when told 
by her clergyman that the bible beforo her was upside 
own, replied, '* Sir, I, am left handed." 



LAW. 

^ Two lawyers having a dispute, one said to^ the oth- 
' er who was a, dwarf. " If you are not mor& civil, I will 
pal yon m my pocket." " Then," replied the little 
Mow, *« yon will have more law in your pocket, thtxi 
ye» ever oad inyoiir b^Md " 
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MOTTO* ' r^ 



The publiflhen of the Boeton WeeUhr ^ , 

whoM motto was, " Bom to Ho nuutert m no Met «(• 
we'* — Btruck off a whole form wHh the following ludi- 
crous motta ** Bora of no Mxssm of no inch mn w« **^ 



A PliAIN STORT. 



An impertinent fellow asked lord Guildlbtd, wIm 
that plain lady was before him ? " That lady/' aaid liB 
lord^p, ** is my wife. It is true she is >j»loii n roB MU >. 
— I am a plain man — yon are a jstom dealer, andtliift- 

is the j!)/ain truth* " .-■■^ 



BEFORBHAim. 



Addison was in the habit of keeping one luaid:k»- 
hind bira, and upon beinff asked the reasen, Modg §# 
** wished always to be beforehand in tlie wnrid.*^ . 



INVITIHO. 



A man in gaol at Hull, advertised that " if the 
son who was guilty of the ofience for which he 
imprisoned, would come and confess the same^ be ifcall 
be handsomely rewarded." 



PART OF A SKRMON. 



A Welch preacher, said in a sermon, that ** a fclidi 
should hav^ nine qualifications, beginning with the IM* 
ter P. viz. — ^Piety, Person and Part — ^PAience, I*—' ' " 
dence and Povidence— Privilege, Parentage and Poi 
— ^Piety which efaonld be first of all, is now considew 
the least request, while Portion te cocnAinm^ iSL^s 
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A 7LXA. 



• 



At a late term of the Municipal court a culjnrit plet- 
ded *' Guilty, but I am not the one*** 



CBIEB. 



A crier in Boston, being in tho habit of crying Auc- 
tion sales, afler having cried a stray female, exclaim- 
ed, *' sale at twelve o'clock." 



STOCKINGS. 



*' Black stockings of all colours," were lately td- 
v«itted in a country newspaper. 



FOR. SALE. 



An Uliterate grocer on the long wharf in Boston, not 
many years ago, placed an empty cask in £ront of hia 
st6re, upon which he wrote in chalk, *^for $mL" A 
wag shortly after, wrote underneath, " fbr freight^or 
passage, apply at the bung hole." 



WQMXN IN THE STRAW. 

A lady contended, that an army of women would bo 
as eflective in the field, as an army of -men, to which 
an officer replied, that at the expiration of nine months 
they would be in the straw. 



A THOVGHTrVL HUSBAND. 

A domfstic informed his master that the hoaae wii 
m fire. <^TeU ymv mifltiwB of it/' slid !»• «« te\^ 
jwt meddle with bovmebold affiun.*' 
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A BVLI.. 



Two men fired at an eagle at the same time and 
killed him. — ^An Irishman observed, ** that they might 
have saved the powder and shot, for the fall would 
have killed him." 



OLD THINGS. 



The King of Arragon, said, '* there are four thoigs 
in the world worth living for. Old wine to drink. Old 
wood to bum, Old books to read, and Old friends to 
converse with." 



THIS WORLD. * 

" I hope that I shall not ofiend oi;^hodoz7'," says Dr. 
King, ** as it is not inconsistent with the relinon 
which I profess, if I assert, that this world is a pUioe 
of punishment, as well as a place of trial, whidi is a 
proposition I think will almost admit of a mathemati- 
cal demonstration." 



LOST AND rOUND. 

« I find there are half a dozen partridges in the letter.'* 
said a gentleman to a servant, who replied. *• Sir, I 
am glad you have found them in the letter, for tkeif 
all flew out of the basket. ' * 



JUSTICE. 

Afler the Prince of Wales was committed to pr»on 
for contempt of court, by the Chief Justice, King 
Henry fourth retumed thanks to God, that hQ had gir- 
en him a judge who knew how to adminitterraiid a ~ 
who could obey the law. 
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BAKES. 



A captain of a vessel loading coals, went into hia 
merchant's counting house aAd requested the loan of a 
rake. The merchant looking towards his clerks, re<i' 
plied, *< I have a number of them; but none who wish 
to be hauled over the coals.' * 



BTTJPIDITir. 



<* I am always heavy and stupid whe^ I have a cold,'* 
said a gentleman, to which John Wilkes replied, '*Ton 
have been- afflicted too, in the same way tnese twenty 
years, to my certain knowledge." 



A GOOSE. 

" Well how uneasy I am seated between two tailors, 
said a self-important fellow. ** They si^r the greiit- 
est inconvenience," replied a gentleman, «« having but 
one goose between them." 



I>AV|EL DANClER. 

* Daniel Dancer the miser, who possessed an annual 
income of 8000/. after wearing his old hat, thirteen 
years, was prevailed upon to purchase a more decent 
one from a Jew for a shilling, which instead of wearing 
as he intended, sold it to a servant for eighteen pence, 
and was highly gratified by clearing sixpence by the 
transaction. 



AN EXCUSE FOR SAVING. 

A sordid old fellow when upon his death bed without . 
a shirt, was urged to consult a physician, and remark- 
ed, "why should I waste my money in counteracting 
the will of Providence," and added, "as! came into 
the world without a shjrt, I am detemunod to gjck tyol 
in the same manner. " 



VBOSMAmiBI. 



A lawyer being called upon to ■at a BBMr fbr «fo 
toaier elosettf gave aa nia opmioii, that the MH 
could be collectM, aa the lad had only obtained napai 
saries, — and neceasariea the law allowid hhn to oblaiB 

entrust. 



iATiiro. 




Hopkins called upon Gay for a leaMAof fti^gi]if|u« 
Guy, extinguishing a farthing candle* saidt **w% can tdk 
this matter over in the dark." - ^ 



RBYBirOB. 

A gentleman called upon Dr. Ratdift 
to attend his wife immediately, for die, waa 
ly sick; but the Doctor did not incline to lei 
tle,*whereupon the gentleman took RatcKflii 
back and carried him out of the tavern. ** Now» jam 
rascal, I'll cure your wife in revenge,^' said tbif Doolori 
and he kept his word. 



»R. JOHNSOir. ' / 

Dr. Johnson said to a lady jFho turned hha 01^ a 9i^ 
of very weak tea, *< MadAn, I presume you think 71M 
have been -making tea ; but iuimy opinion you haT6 OD^ 
been making water." 



A CRBRmT. 

Mr. A. Cherry having been wronged by a penon 
requested an accommodation of him;> repliea, Bir, fom - 
shall not have two bites at wS. Cherr%i. i 
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A JLITAYB. 



, " I believe all mankind knaves," said a man Bitting 
in a ^ stage coach. A passenger immediately repUed, 
'* whether your assertion be true or not, you have 
tablished your own oharacter, in my opinion.'* 



TXCUMSEH. 

An officer (who in a skirmish with a party of Brit> 
ish and Indians, in the late war,) was severely wound- 
ed and unable to rise; two Indians rushed towards* him 
to secure his scalp as their prey; one appeared to be 
a chief warrior and was clad in British uniform. The 
hatchet was uplifted to give the fatal blow — the thought 
passed his mind that some of the chiefs were Metsoru, 
and members of travelling Lodges in the British army: 
he gave a masonic sign — he stayed the arm of the sav- 
age warrior — ^the hatchet fell harmless to the ground—* 
the Indian sprang forward — caught, him in his arms, 
and the endearing title of Brother fell &om his lips «— 
It was Tecumseh. 



SHERIDAN. 

Sheridan's father was one day regretting that they 
were no longer styled O 'Sheridan as Siey had been for- 
merly. ** Indeed father," replied the son, "we have no 
more right to O than any body else, but we owe every 
body." 



CON AMORB. 

A gentleman speaking of the marriage of lord D. 
with Miss F. expatiated con amore on the lady's beauty 
and elegant fortn, and praised as liberiLlly the good 
nature of his lordship. ** Then'," said Butler Danven, ' 
'< the worst thing they could do was to marry. It ^rriSl 
$poU the $h^ of the onoi and the femier ^ ^^ 



Gibber aays, tbat Lee "was so petbetic a reader of 
bis own aeenesy tbat I have been informed by an ac^or 
who was present, that while Lee was reading to Major 
Mohnn at a rebeaisal, Mohan in the warmth of his a<^ 
miration, threw down his part and said, unless I were 
able to play as well as yon read it, to what purpose 
should I undertake it? and yet," continued Gibber, 
" this very author whose elocution raised such admira- 
tion in so capital an actor, when he attempted to be an 
actor himself soon quitted the stage, in an honest des- 
pair of ever inykmg any profitable %are there.'* The 
part which he attempted, and failed in, was Duncan, 
in Sir William Davenant's alteration of Macbeth. 



N£I.SOir*S STKEBSMAir. 

When the baggage of Lady Hamilton was landed at 
Palermo, lord Nelson's coxswain was very active in 
conveying it to the ambassador's hoteL. Lady Hamil- 
ton observed this, and presented the man with a moi- 
dore, saying, <* now my friend, what will you have to 
drink?" "Why, please your honour," said the cox- 
swain, " I am not thirsty." " But," said her lady- 
ship, " Nelson's steersman must drink with me, so 
what will you take, a dram, a glass of grog,''or a class 
of punch." "Why," said Jack, '* as I am to chink 
Mrith your ladyship's honour, it would'nt be good nuin- 
ners to be backward, so I'll take the dram now, and 
will be drinking the glass of grog, while your ladyih^ 
is mixing the glass of punch." 



WARM ALE. . 

A traveller calling at an inn, the landlord of whidi 
was very tenacious of his home-brewed ale, after 8ip« 
ping it, begged to have it warmed. « What, warm my 
ale!" exclaimed Boniface; "curse the stomach that 
won't warm the ale, say I." "And," cried the traveU 
Jer. "Cune the ale that won't warm the stomach, mxJL*? 



61 



THE 80RCXRER ACQITITTBD. 

A fortune teller was arrested at his theatre of divina- 
tion, in Paris, and carried before the tribunal of cor- 
rectional police. *'You know how to read the for- 
tune ?'* said the President, a man of great wit, but too 
fond of a joke for a magistrate. ** I do, M. le Presi- 
dent,'* replied the sorcerer. "In this case," said the 
judge, *<you know the judgement we intend to pro- 
nounce.*' "Certainly." "Well what will happen to 
you?" "Nothing." "You are sure of it." "You 
will acquit me." " Acquit you!" "There is no doubt 
of it." "Why ?" "Because, Sir, if it had been your in- 
tention to condenm me, you would not have added 
irony to misfortune." The President, disconcerted, 
turned to his brother judges, and the sorcerer was ac- 
quitted. 



ORIGIN OF David's sow. 

"As drunk as David's sow," a common saying, 
which took its rise from the following circumstance.-— 
One David Lloyd, a Welshman, who kept an ale house 
at Hereford, had a living sow with six legs, which was 
much resorted to by the curious; he had a wife much 
addicted to drunkenness who having one day taken a 
cup too much, turned out the sow, and laid down to 
sleep herself sober in the sty. A company coming 
to see the sow, David ushered thoQi to the sty, ex- 
claiming, " there is a sow for you! did you ever see 
such another ?" all the time supposing the sow had re- 
ally been there; to which some of the company, seeing 
the state the woman was in, replied, "it was the drunken- 
estsow they had ever beheld." Hence arose the say- 
ing, *' as drunk as David's sow." 



A PROriTABLE CALL. 

A dmne about to change his cure mentioned the cix- 
couitanoe from the pulpit. At the conduBion of iVie 
lerviee, •» old negro addressed him, and after lamexil- 

rau M, 6 



62 :, 

ing his intended removal, asked the occasion of it. The 
parson replied " he had a divine call.*' The negro,' 
suspectifl|gf there was a more substantial reason for the 
change than the reason assigned, enquired and learned 
that the priest gave up a living of 200/. per year for 
one of double that sum; on which he exclaimed, ** Ah, 
Massa! If God had called you till he was blind, from 
400/. to 200/. you no go, Massa! " 



HEXRY CLAY. 

A few years since, shortly after the agitation of the 
famous compensation bill in Congress, Mr. Clay, who 
voted in favour of this bill, upon returning home to his 
constituents, found a formidable opposition arrayed 
against his re-election. Afler addressing the people 
from the hustings, previous to the opening of the poll, 
he stepped down into the crowd, where he met an old 
and influential friend of his, named Scott, one of the 
first settlers of Kentucky, and of course, in his youn- 
ger days, a great huntsman. This gentleman stepping 
up, addressed Mr. Clay as follows — " Well, well, Har- 
ry, I've been with you in six troubles^ I am sorry I 
must now desert you in tne seventh; you have voted 
for that miserable compensation bill; I must now turn 
my back upon you." **Is it so friend Scott ? Is this 
the only objection ? " It is." ** We must get over it the 
best way we can." "You are an old hunstman?"' "Yes." 
" You have killed many a fat bear and buck ?" 
" Yes.'* " 1 believe you have a very gooa rifle ?*• 
" Yes, as good a one as ever cracked." ** Well, did 
you ever have a fine buck before you, when your gun 
snapped ?" " The like of that has happened.'* «« Well 
now, friend Scott, did you take that faithful rifle and 
break it all to pieces on the very next log you came to, 
or did you pick the flint and try it again ?" The tear 
stood in the old man's eyes. The chord was touched. 
" No, Harry, I picked the flint, and tried her again; 
and I'll try you again; give us your hand." We need 
scarcely say that the welkin rung with the huzzaing 

p)aadita of the by-standers. Cli^ was borne off to the 

huatinga and re-eiectod 
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A DEEP WELL. 



The modem system of boring for water, when welle 
•re to be sunk carries veiy deep indeed; but it appears 
that the old practice of digging, when duly persisted 
niy was capable of going deeper still. As a proof of 
this, a French author (in the Traits dc Verite!) re- 
lates an instance where labourers had been employed 
for several months in digging a well, without finding 
water; and, at length, after getting through various 
strata, they came to a broad, flat, whitish stone. Up- 
on this they struck for a considerable time, until, as 
they were wondering at its extreme hardness, one of 
the workmen fancied that he heard voices some- 
where beneath. This was actually the fact; for they 
had, without knowing it, reached the Antipodes; and 
upon listening between the blows of the pick-axe, they 
<x>ald plainly distinguish the voices of women, crying 
to one another to *< come and take the clothes in, for 
it would soon rain," as they heard the thunder 



Air INGKXIOVS ROGUE. 

Perhaps for ingenuity, the following trick, played by 
a Russian in Moscow, could not be surpassed in Lon- 
don or Paris. A respectable looking ^man fell sense- 
leas in the street from a fit, when a person in the 
crowd started forward, exclaiming, " Oh ! my master, 
my poor master!" He now very cooly transferred the 
CK>ntents of the unfortunate gentleman ^s pockets into 
his own, not forgetting his watch ; and then with all 
the concern imaginable, requested the persons near 
him to watch his poor master while he ran to procure 
an equipage to convey him home. On being observed 
to pass a coach-stand without stopping, the cheat was 
detected; but it was too late, for he contrived to get 
dear off with his booty. 



A L0X6 LIFE. 

A French nobleman being very ill, and deeply in de\A« 
wid to htf confessor, that all he presumed to eoUdl ot 
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heaven was, that, he might live to pay all his debts. 
The confessor believing lus penitence to be sincere, said, 
that as his design was so just and landable, there was 
reason to hope that his prayer would be granted. 
*< Should heaven be so gracious," said the sick man, 
turning to one of his oldest friends, <* I shall certainly 
live forever,*' 



DR. JOHNSON. 

To a person who regretted to the celebrated Dr. 
Samuel Johnson, that he had not been a clergyman, 
because he considered the life of a clergyman an easy 
and comfortable one, the Doctor made this reply^— 
*' The life of a conscientious clergyman is not easy; I 
have always considered a clergyman as the father of a 
larger family than he is able to maintain. No, Sir, I 
do not envy a clergyman's hfe as an easy life, nor do I 
envy the clergyman who makes it an easy life." 



LAUGHABLE ANECDOTE OF HANDEL. 

Handel whose divine compositions seem to have pro- 
ceeded from a heart glowing with the fire of a seraph, 
was, notwithstanding, what some would call rather a 
gross mortal, since he placed no small happiness in 
good eating and drinking. Having received a present 
of a dozen of superior champaigne, he thought the 
quantity too small to present to his friends; and there- 
fore preserved the delicious nectar for a private use. 
Sometime afler, when a party was dining with him, he 
longed for a glass of his choice champaigne, but coold 
not easily think of a device for leaving the company. 
On a sudden he assumed a rousing attitude, and strik- 
ing his forehead with his fore finger, exclaimed, '* I have 
got one tous^ht! I have got one tought!*' (meaning 
thought.) The company imagining that he had gone 
to commit to paper some divine idea, saw him depart 
with silent admiration. He returned to his friends, and 
very soon had a second, third, and fourth *' iaugM,** 
A wag suBpecting the frequency of St. Cecilia's visite. 
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foUowed Handel to an adjoining room, saw him enter 
a closet, embrace his beloved champaigne, and swal- 
low repeated doses. The discovery communicated infi- 
nite mirth to the company, and HandeVs tottght be- 
came proverbiaL 



8TK0N6 OROG. 

A venerable but eccentric member of the presbytery, 
lately in attempting to get into the packet-boat, fell in- 
to the canaL He was drawn out, half drowned, and 
conveyed to a house in the neighbourhood, where he 
was pat to bed. " Will ye take some spirits and wa- 
ter. Sir ?*' asked his considerate host. " Na, na! 1 have 
had plenty o* water for ane day; I'll take the spirits 
•lone." 



TOAD EATING. 

A viceroy of Ireland asked one of his guests at a 
poblic dinner, why there were no toads in Ireland ? to 
which he replied, ** Because there are so many toad 
eaUrs.** 



VICE VERSA. 

A Frenchman once asked what difference there was 
between M. de Rothschild, the loan broker and Herod? 
«<It is," he was told, «that Herod wos the King of 
the Jews, and Rothschild the Jew of the. Kings." 



A STANDARD RULE. 

An officer and a lawyer talking of a disastrous bat- 
tle, the former was lamenting the number of brave of* 
who iell on the occasion, when the lawyer ob- 
1, ** those who live by the sword must die by \!h.e 
.** "Br a amUar rule,'* answered the omc«t» 
1 wbo itm bj the law must die by the law.** 
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XrAUTICAL REASONING. 



A sailor being about to sail for India, a citizen asked 
him where his father died. " In shipwreck." "And, 
where did your grandfather die ?" "As he was fishing, 
a storm arose, and he, with his companions perished." 
"And your great grandfather?" "He also perished 
from shipwreck." "Then if I were you, I would never go 
to sea." " Pray Mr. Philosopher, where did your fa- 
ther die ?" " My father, grandfather and great grand- 
father died in bed." " Then if I were you,*' retorted 
the son of Neptune, " I would never go to bed." 



ORIGIN OF THE SLAVE TRADE. 

The slave trade originated in a feeling of humanity: 
Barthelemi de las Casas, Bishop of Chiapa in Peru, 
witnessing the dreadful cruelties of the Spaniards to the 
Indians, exerted his eloquence to prevent it. He re- 
turned to Spain, pleaded the cause of the Indians be- 
fore the Emperor Charles V. in person, and suggested 
that their place as labourers might be supplied by ne- 
groes from Africa, who were then conmdered as descen- 
dants of Cain, under the proscription of their Maker, 
and fit only for beasts of burden. The Emperor accord- 
ingly, made regulations in favor of the Indians; and 
consented to the slavery of the African negroes, by 
which the American Indians were freed from the cruel- 
ty of the Spaniards. 



THE ADULTEROUS BIBLE. 

In the reign of Charles the first, the company of 
Stationers to whom the printing of the Bible was grant- 
ed by a patent, made a very remarkable blunder in 
their first edition; for instead of " Thou shalt not com- 
mit adultery," they printed ofi* a great number of copies, 
" Thou shalt commit adultery." Archbishop Laud ma 
soon as the error was discovered, caused the oompunr 
io be prosecuted in the Star Chamber, where a cooaiil- 
erabJe fine waa levied upon them foi IYmnx nA^lifsnoo 
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IMITATORS. 



When the bishop of St. Asaph was sitting to Sir 
Joshua Heynolds, the conversation happening to tnm 
on Garrick, the Bishop asked him, how it was that 
Garrick had not been able to make any excellent play- 
ers with all his instructions ? and Sir Joshua's answer 
was, ** partly because they all imitated him, and then 
H became impossible, as this was like a man's resolv- 
ing always to go behind another, and whilst this reso- 
lution lasts it renders it impossible he should ever be 
on a par with him." 



ORIGIN OF GROG. 

The British sailors had always been accustomed to 
drink their allowance of Brandy or rum clear, till Ad 
miral Yemon ordered those under his command to mix 
H with water. The innovation gave great offence to 
the sailors, and, for a time, rendered the commander 
TBiy unpopular among them. The admiral, at the 
time, wore a grogram great coat, for which reason 
they nicknamMJ him Old Grog. Hence by degrees, 
the mixed liquor he constrained them to, universally 
obtained among them the name of " Grog.'* 



SAFE SIDE. 

During the riots in 1780, most persons in London, in 
order to save theur houses from being burnt or puUed 
down, wrote on the doors, " JVb Popery /'* Old Gri- 
maldi, to avoid all mistakes, wrote on his, " JVb Reli* 
gion* 



A RICH WOMAN. 

At a ball, given by the City of Paris, to Bonaparte, 
I a Madame Cardon. The Corsican, in |^aneiaV,^aa 
▼eiy fond of people who had become rich b^ vsks 
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meani but hk own favor. He had never seen Madame 
Cardon, whoM name even he had never known before; 
hot he had been told, that her husband was possessed of 
great wealth. He walked towards her with a peevish 
sort of air, and said to her very abruptly — ^Are you 
Madame Cardan 7* She made a profound courtesy to 
this question. Bonaparte continued his discourse, 
• Vou are very rich 7* — * Yea Sir,* she replied, */ have 
ten children,* Bonaparte, struck with the delicate 
force of thtf reply, walked away quickly. , 



A BROAD HIITT AND A PROPER REBUKZ. 

At a social entertainment some stories too wonderful 
to be true were related by one of the company. A 
pause occurring in the conversation, another individual 
of the party commenced by sajring: ** Gentlemen I will 
now tell my tale. In a village lived a butcher, who 
had the curiosity one day to view the adjacent country 
from the top of the church steeple, and, for that pur- 
pose, he was escorted by the clerk of the parish. Soon 
after they had reached the top, the bells began to ring, 
which caused the steeple to rock from one side to the 
other with such velocity, that the butcher^ unable to 
bear the effect, (which completely addled his brains,) 
leaped from the top; but reflecting on the risk he ran 
in alighting, he suddenly drew his knife from its sheath, 
stuck it in the wall, and there hung dangling by it like 
a hat on a peg, till some persons having obtained a lad- 
der, lifted him down.*' " That must be a lie!" exclaimed 
the person who before amused the company so much, 
*' And, pray what have you been telling all the even* 
ing?" said the other The first speaker was con- 

founded. 



JOHN WE8LKT*8 CHARITY. 

Wesley contrived to give away more money m charity 

oat of a amaii income, than any man perhapa of his 

me, Hi§ mode as related by hisnaeu, w«i thia^^. 
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when be had 80/. a year, lie Ihred on 28/. and gave 
away forty shillings: the next year receiring sixty 
pounds, still lived on twenty ei^t and gave away the 
balance. The third year he received 90/. and gave 
away 62/L; the fourth year he received 12S/. and gave 
to the poor, 92/. and so on to the end of the chapter 
On a moderate calculation, he gave away in about fifty 
years, twenty or thirty thousand pounds. 



MACKLIir. 

Macklin going to insure some property, was asked by 
the clerk how he would have his name entered; ** En- 
tered!*' replied M.: ** why I am only plain Charles 
Maeklin, a vagabond by act of parliament: but in com- 
pliment to the times, you may set me down Charles 
Bfaddiuy Esquire, as they are now synonymous terms." 



DESCENT. 

Frands First, having asked Castelan, Bishop of 
Orleans, whether he was of noble extraction, ** Sire,** 
replied he, ** Noah had three sons in the ark, I can- 
not say from which of them I descended.** 



KEMBIiE. 

When Kemble was rehearsing the romance, sung by 
Richard, in the play of Richard Cceur de Lion: Shaw, 
the leader of the band, called out from the orchestra, 
* Ifr. Kemble, my dear Mr. Kemble, you are murder- 
ing time.* Kemble, calmy and cooly taking a pinch 
of snuff, said, ' My dear sir, it is better for me to mur- 
der time «t once, than be constantly beating him as 
yon do.' 
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B07AX. BON MOT. 

There is abroad a Royal Bon-Mot, which, stnmgo 
to say, has not found its way into the newspapers. 
The king, on hearing some one dechure that Moore had 
murdered Sheridan, observed: ** I won't say that Bfr. 
Moore has murdered Sheridan, but he has oertaiuly 
attempted his life.** 



AUTHElfTIC ANECDOTE OF A MONKST. 

A highly gifled Nobleman was struck at Freemark 
Fair with a peculiar waggishness in the expression of a 
common Monkey, and immediately purchased him— 
Pug was carried on board his yacht, and made fast in 
his cabin. The day was very hot. The Marquis, hav- 
ing exerted himself with rowing, and in working his 
vessel, had thrown aside his neckcloth, and unbutton- 
ed his shirt collar; being an.absent4nan, he sat down in 
this unfashionable trim to eat some hot chops and pota- 
toes. Pug had dexterously managed to divide the cord 
which fastened him, and having cast a longing eye on 
the viands spread before his lordship, nia& a spring 
to the centre of the table, seizing, as he past, a smok- 
ing hot potatoe, which, with great quickness and ad- 
dress, he popped down the back of his lordship's neck 
with one paw, while hd seized the chops on his plate 
with the other, and skipped off with his prize up the 
companion ladder, and was soon safe in the riggings 
while the Marquis was hallooing and dancing, with a 
burning hot potatoe down his back. 



Every body has heard of Irish Bulls, but it is seldcmi 
we have a genuine blunder of this sort, on as good au- 
thority as the following. In 180S, the present Captain 
Woolsey, the late Captain Gamble, and Mr. James 
Cooper, of New- York, then all of the navy, with the late 
CoL Chijstie, and Col. Gardner, of the army, fonned 

one mess, at Oswego, on Lake OnXwvo.. '^^^ ««rj«Bi\. 

of Colonel (then Ensign) Gardner, viaa«xi\f\^\^^^ 
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about twenfy, who was known in the mesi by the nama 
of SHgo. On one occanon, when The gentlemen were 
drinking their tea, the 6ro fell down, and a coal lodged 
in a large crack, wheie it soon prodaced a blase. 
' Pot out tho fire, Sligo,' said <me of the gentlemen. 
The lad seised the tM^iettle, in haste; bat when he 
bad it over the fire, he.saspended his <^rations, though 
every feature in his face expressed doubt, anxiety, and 
leaL * Put out the fire!* cried the head of the mess* 
in a voice of thunder. The poor boy wished to obey, 
but his brain was on fire its^ He thought he saw 
instantaneous destruction in the act. The dry shing^ 
edifice was in flames before his mind's eye, and forget- 
ful of his customary obedience, he ventmred to expostu- 
late: he cried in a tone of awfiil remonstrance — ^**The 
water's warm. Sir!" 



SXLF DXFENCE. 

A stout old farmer, not distinguished for his courage, 
while travelling on the Norristown road, just before 
day, on horseback, heard some one running on foot 
after him and cryjng " Hilloo! — stop!" The old gen* 
tieman concluded he was a dead man. His horse, like 
himself, had no courage, for to run away was an at- 
tempt far beyond his powers, and too 'desperate a 
measure for a Rozinante which has long since declined 
into the vale of years. The farmer making a virtue of 
necessity dismounted, and the moment hil^ pursuer 
reached Jiim, began laying about him with his whip on 
the head and back Of the other, with a vigior which 
did him credit, but which no doubt, was the result of 
his terror. Accompanying his operations with obstre> 
porous cries of **Murder! thieves! fire! the devill help!" 
It was not until he had expended all his force and 
strength, that he discovered that he had been beating 
a messenger who had been sent after him— his own 
flesh and blood in the shape of— ^is 8on* 
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KZKCUTIOirS. 



When Major-Genenl Harrison was hanged, fbr heing 
one of the Judges of Charles L, the rope broke, and 
the undaunted regicide, ^evions to being tied up again, 
struck the hangman a sound box <m the ear fbr his neg- 
ligence. A more wonderful, though less tragical in- 
stance of audacity, took place in Cork some years ago, 
where a tailor was hanged, but animation restored by 
the exertions of Glover, a player, at that time perform- 
ing at Cork Theatre. The first use the incorrigible 
rogue made of his revivification was to get very drunk, 
in which state he went to the Theatre, where Glover 
was performing that evening, and firom -the galleiy 
thanked him for his exertions in his behalf, to tns 
great astonishment of the audience, and dismay of the 
actor. 



A TRIFLIirO ERROR. 

In a prohibitory injunction painted on the watch-box 
stationed on the middle of Waterloo-bridge, the pain- 
ter has, unintentionally, of course, left out the letter g 
in the word bridge, making the notice to read thus — 
** It is requested that no nuisance may be committed 
on the Bride,** 



A HEARTY COCK. 

A curious circumstance is related of the Colassuit 
at the battle of Trafalgar, in which she suffered so se- 
verely. In the heat of the action, one of the hen 
coops being shot away, on the poop, a cock flew on the 
shoulder of Captain Morris, then severely wounded; 
and, as if his pugnacious spirit had been roused by the 
furious conflict he witnessed, flapped his wings and 
crowed lustily in that situation, to the no small en- 
couragement of the seamen; who, determined not to 
be outdone *by the gallant little biped, swore he was 
true game, and giving him three cheers, continued the 
engagement with redoubled alacrity. 






\ 
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A WAGER. 



One of those idlers who live by practicing upon tRo 
■implicity of the farmers who freqnebt SmitlSela, went 
to an inh« where he saw a farmer with a tankard of 
mulled wine. He entered into conversation with him, 
boasted of ihe many extraordinary things he could do, 
and among others, declared he could aiwk exactly a 
wine ^ass full out of a tankard. The farmer expres- 
sed some doubts; when, to prove it, the fellow said, "I 
do not like to bet much, Sut I will lay you a penny I 
do it." The wager was accepted. The fellow swal- 
lowed the whole contents of the tankard, then veiy 
c»oIly said to his dupe, " I own Sir, I have lost the 
wager, here is my penny." 



RETORT COURTEOUS. 

During the time of the persecution of the protes- 
tants in France, the English ambassador demanded of 
Louis XrV. the release of those who had been con- 
demned to the gallies on account of religion. " What 
would the King of England say,'* answered Louis, " If 
I were to desire him to set free the prisoners in New- 
gate ?'* *• Sir," replied the ambassador, " His Majesty 
would undoubtedly comply if you claimed them as your 
brothers!*' 



EQUALITY. 

It is a current story, that a doctor, having purchas- 
ed his diploma, in the course of a ride through Aher^ 
deen, desired his man John when waiting at dinner, not 
to forget his new dignity, when ever ho addressed 
him. " Noa maister," replied John "if so be as how 
vou don't forget mine;" showing lum at the same time 
his doctor's degree, which he had purchased in imita- 
tion of his maq,ter. 

TOL. I. 7 



74 



piTir. 

« 

^ Two gentlemen were passing the late resideiioe of 
Chief Justice Tilghman the day after the woriunea 
commenced pulling it down. One remarked, in ref^ 
rence to the progress they had made, *' how thej have 
gutted the buildmg already!*' «*Guttedit,'^ repUedthe 
other, " true, the liver went out yesterday, and they 
are taking out the ligJUa to-day.*' 



UlTACCXPTABLJB ORATITITDK. 



Capt. (we spare his name,) was walking lart 

Wednesday in company with the Marquis of An^atr 
sea, down Piccadilly, when he was accosted by a fel- 
low, half soldier, half beggar, with a most reverential 
militaty salute. **6od bless your honour! (said the 
man whose accent betrayed him to be Irish,) and long 
life to you." " How do you know me ?'* sakl the ciim>- 
tain. ** Is jlJidw do I know your honour; (responded 
Pat,) good right sure I have, to know the man who 
spared my life in battle." The captain hi^ily grati- 
fied at this tribute to his valor in such hearing, alkThalf 
a crown into his hand, and asked him wiien ? *< God 
bless your honour and long life to you (said the gratt- 
ftd veteran) sure it was at New-Orleans, when, aeeiiig 
your honoiur run away as hard as your legs could cany 
you from the Yankees, I followed your lead, and ran 
after you out of the way; whereby, under God, I sav- 
ed my life. Oh! good luck to your honour, Inever will 
forgat it to you." — London paper. 



FLIP. 

A Frenchman, stopping at a tavern, asked lor J*- 

cob: * There is no such person here,' said the landlord. 

"Tis not any person I want sare; but de beer make 

warm wid de poker.' — * Well,' answered the landlord, 

*that IB ffip,* *Ah! yes saie, you ax« *m V5aa tv^V. \ 

mean JPMip.* 




A gentleman from Boston, on ■ visit to his friend In 
the country, epeoking of the times, obBerred thU liia 
wife h&d lately expended $00 foe aJiabit: his fiiend re- 
|died, ' here in the counliy wo don't Allow am wrrea 
togct into tueh habiii.' 



The UtB Her. O, Manning waa twice laid ont Ibr in* 

terment, and sfterwarda revived, tn the second in- 
ituioe, a, poor old woman watching, heard a sHght 
□aiae, and to her horror and Bstaniahitient, aaw the bead 
of the supposed corpse raised and looking at her; she 
immediately rushed down alairs in her fright, fell, broke 
het leg, a mortification ensued, and died in a few days. 



Once when this celebrated performer played Hamlet, 
at a country theatre, the person who played Guilden- 
stem wa<>, or imagioed himself to be, a great musician. 
During the performance, Hamlet asked him, "Will you 
ptay upon this pipe .' " ■' My lord, I cannot. Betievo 
I cannot." "I do beseech you." On this the man 
said, " Weil if your lordship iiuiata upon it, I shall 
da aa vjell at I can," and to the confusion of Kemble 
and the amusement of the audience, he began to play 
"God, save the king." 



Two professed critics in the new world, without in- 
vitation, intruded upon G. F. Cooke when in Boston, 
and commented with freedom upon the Tioge^exOa 
penonation of RfcbanJ. "Gentlemen," said itevftleten, 
. "Jfjaa wiab lo bare a correct acquaintance mt'b tii^ 
daiam, anleant wba.1 yoa have learned. Hete, lofen," 
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said he to his servant, ** take a candle and ar-Ughi it 
at both ends, then show the Yankee eritiet dovm 
stairs.*' 



MILITIA. 

During the Embargo, a debate was had in the gene- 
ral Assembly of Pennsylvania, upon the ezpediencnr of 
a new aiganization of the Militia; during which, a 
member'^ uom one of the German shires, ezclainied, 
*' Mr. Speaker, me tink de Militia mit do mit de dnmMi 
and vifes, mitont de organs.'* 



FALSS COKCEPTIOir. 

Mr. Addison in the House of Commons,' three times 
attempted to make a speech upon an important ques- 
tion and each time exclaimed, " I conceive, Mr. Speak- 
er," and a^jken failed, afler which a member oppo- 
site, rose ^H^bserved, ** that he regretted exceedn^flj 
that his fnend on the other side of the House, hsai 
conceived three times and brought forth notJimg,** 



WILD OATS. 

Afler the first speech made by the younger Pitt in 
the House of Commons, an old member remarked, 
" that he apprehended the young gentleman had not 
sown all his wild oats.'* To which Mr. Pitt observed 
in the course of an elaborate and eloquent rejoinder, 
<* That age has its privilege — ^the gentleman himself 
afibrds an ample illustration, that I yet retain food for 
geese to pick.*' 



BONAPARTE. 

It .was remarked that Bonaparte's jsninity to tho 
Press proved him a '* friend to Locke oH' the Human 
Under s landing, ' ' 
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OAT ANI> iriOBT. 



X fellow found guilty of burglary before justice Dat» 
in Ireland, observ^ ** that his fate was sio^ar, as he 
lost by Day what he got by J>/\ghi.** 



NUT CRACKZR. 

One December ni^t, or rather morning, Mr. Mango 
Mackay gave a thundering rap at the door of Mr. Jqnai- 
than Nutt, who, benumbed with cold, opened his ease- 
ment, and commenced the following dialogue. 

N. What do you want ? 

M. Does Mr. Nutt live here ? 

N. Yes Sir I 

M. Mr. Jonathan Nutt ? 

N. Yes Sir! 

M. I wish to speak with him. 

N. My name is Nutt. 

M. Is your name Jonathan Nutt ? ^^ 

N. Yes Sir, what is your wish ? j^^ 

M.' If your name be Jonathan Nutt flljip the Devil 
crack you! Good Nighf. 



TOTAL DEPRAVITY. 

- After an eloquent and pathetic discourse upon the 
doctrine of total depravity, a zealous member of the 
church thinking he might contribute towards the re- 
formation of a volatile young man near him, endeavor- 
ed to apply the observations of the preacher to his 
case, and with tears in his eyes, admonished him for 
his vices. " Sir," said the young man, ** I appre- 
hend that the theory taught in this house will not be 
applicable to me, for I belong to another parish.*' 



WHOLESALE. 

" How shall I sell my horse ?'* said a certam Doctor 
to a Jockey, ** his tail came off in less than six hours 
yoL. I. ' 7* ' 
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after I bought him.*' *' Sell him by wholesale for no 
honourable man will re-tail him,'* was the reply. 



TO I.ET. 

A gentleman informed by a bill on the window of a 
a house, that *' apaYtments were to let,** knocked at 
the door, and attended by a pretty female, took a sur- 
vey .of the premises. " Pray, my dear," said he smil- 
ing, " are you to be let with these lodgings ?*' •* No,** 
replied the Fille de Chambre with vivacity, ** bat I am 
to be let alo7ie,** 



AN EZPIiANATIOir. 

A princess of Hungary once asked a oAnk, who was 
a scholar and a wit, to explain to her the story of Ba- 
laam and hjMss: adding, ** good father, I can hardly 
believe thiBpi^ass should be so talkative." f Ma£- 
am," replied the father, '<your scruples may cease, 
when vou are informed it was b, female.** 



BAVINO OF FUEL. 

Not long since, stoves were oflbred for sale in Bos- 
ton, which the seller remarked << would save half the 
fuel.'* Mr. W. beinff present, observed, ** Sir, I will 
buy two of them, ana tnen I shall save the whole /'* 



A PAIB OF SPECTACLES. 

A man about to be executed, pointing to his com- 
panion who was swinging, observed to the Aiultttude. 



'* you there see a spectacle, directly I shall be hanged* 
m '^w n, pair of tpeetacles*** 



and then yon can 



• 
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A ITARROW X80APX« 



A F^dantie Engluii tnvellery.boattmg th«t Im liad 
been 00 fortunite as to escape Mr. Jefienonli eelebr*- 
ted noQ-importatioii law, was told br a Boeton lady 
that he was a hickj man^ for she understood that the 
non^importation law prohibited the importation oC goods 
of whidi hra$9 was tne chief composition. 



sxxiire A wxKD^ 



" I never saw such a wind in all my life," said a 
man during a severe storm, as he entered a tavern.— 
" Saw a wind," observed another, << What did it look 
like." — ** Like! like to have blown my hat off," was 
the reply 



PR AC TICS MAKXS PKRFXCT, 

B. a dashing Cyprian, in dancinHjell flat on 
her back — one of her favourites, while he^mg her up, 
observed, « never mind it my dear, practice makcB 
perfeeV 



» 



REASOZr FOR DROWlTIirO. 

A gentleman asked another how his firiend who was 
involved in debt, came to drown himself. — ** Because 
he could not keep his head above water," was the re- 
ply 



SATISFACTION. 

A ruined debtor having done his utmost to satisfy his 
creditors, said to them, *< Gentlemen, I have been ex* 
tremely perplexed tilfnow how to satisfy you: but bar 
ing done my utmost endeavour, I shul leave yon* to 
at&sfr Tourselvef." . 



so 

A courtezan's pbivilsos. 

*' Give to a courtezan," says Mr. Addison, " a tole- 
rable pair of dyes to set up with, and she will make 
bosom, lips, cheeks, and eyebrows by her own indus- 
try." 



liOira EzrouOH. 

A man upon the verge of Bankruptcy, who purchks 
ed an elegant coatee upon credit, when told by an ac- 
quaintance that the cloth was beautiful, but the coat 
was too short, replied, *' it will be long enough before 
J get another." 



A gobbler's end 

A great crowd being gathered about a pooF cobler, 
who had just died in the street; a man asked another 
what was to be seen. " Only aeobbler's end," re- 
turned he. ^ 



HABIT. 

" How did that girl passmg the bottom of School- 
street, obtain the elegant and costly habit she has on ?" 
said S. « She obtained it cheap and by a bad Jiahit^** 
replied H. 



A ruiiii spoxrsE. • 

Mr. H. declared that his wife had five full»— <* That 
she was beautiful, dutiful, youtfafiil, plentiful and an 
arm-full," 



O r. COOKE. 

Shortly after Cooke arrived in America, ha wm 

evening in company with a numbei of acton wliooi ha 
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txmd cntjmgwualy. « Mr. H****«»" nid be, << wliat do 
yoa know of the sUgd—jon m no actOTy altlio^gfa tht 
appianM you ittoehra mttn the Tenkeee malEes yoa 
ttamkyooiMlfone." Fhmi the woe-befone eppeaiw 
inoe of the jwmg thei^kian, the tngediaa thought he 
hmd proceeded too far, and endeayoaruig to hMl the 
wouxid'he had inflicted, rose with tean in his ejee and 
obeerved^ ** What I said was in jest— I hold jrour pro- 
fbesional talents in hi^g^ estimation, and now fieelj 
make the admowledgment." H. bent out in a kad 
'Upoffk and exclaimed — ** you old qnis, wHl yon again 



FLTINO BBPOKT. 

A qnaker was asked if Guille would ascend in his 
ballo<m ? '* Friend," said he, « 1 do not meddle with 
reports.' 



9» 



THS widow's RIOHT. 



Bfr. H , well known for the depth of his under* 

standing; gravely declared in a large circle, ** that no 
woman ciioukl be married, except she be a totdote." 



" 8. p. Q. A." 

« S P Q A," was the motto over the stage doors of 
the Federal Street Theatre, (Boston,) during the man- 
agement of Snelling Powell, who seldom appeared on 
the boards. — ^Mr. Caulfield when rehearsing a part with 
hhn, approached the stage door and pointing to the 
motto explained it thus, << Snelling Powell Quarterly 
Actor." 



TXlfOn AlVO BASS. 

li was said of a certain musical dancinsTa%xX«t«^3EAS^ 
the whole ienorof \m life had been ba8c7 
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I BOLD MT OWN. 



C. B. who was very fat, being accosted by a man 
to whom he owed money, with a how d'ye ? answered 
"pretty well — ^I hold my own" — ^**-and mine too, to 
my sorrow," rejoined the man. 



HEAD QUARTXaS. 



An officer being intoxicated, an old soldier observed 
that he was idraid there was^mething wrong at head 
quarters,** ^ 



AN ACCOMMODATING DOCTOR. 

A physician advertised that, at the request of his 
friends he had removed near the church yard, and 
trusted that his removal would accommodate many of 
his patients 



A CHECK. 

Soon afler the battle of Leipsic, a wit observed, 
** that Bonaparte must be in funds, for he had received 
a check on the bank of the Elbe.** 



A DEAR wirx. 

Mr. D. told A relation that he *had purchased a set 
of jewels for his dear wife, which cost $2000. ** She. 
is a dear wUe indeed," was the reply. 



READY WIT. 

f 

A boy having been praised for his quickness d^ re 
pfyf A ^ntieman observed, *<when children «io ao 
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keen in their youth, they are generally stupid when 
they advance in years." « What a veiy sensible boy 
you must have been sir," replied the child. 



TASTB. 

It was observed of a philosopher who was drowned 
in the Red sea, « that his taste would be suited, for he 
was a man of deep thinking, and always liked to go to 
the bottom." 



INTROnUCTION. 

A conceited fellow introducing his friend into com- 
pany, said, " Gentlemen, I assure you he is not so great 
a fool as he seems." The gentleman immediately re- 
plied, '' therein consists the difference between me and 
my friend." 



liONO NIQHTS. 

A grave old man told his son that if he did not grow 
less dissipated he would shorten his days. ** Then &d," 
said the boy, ** I shall lengthen my nights." 



USE OF FAIiSEHOOD. 



A jury who were directed to bring in a pTiBOnet guilty 
upon his own confession and plea, returned a verdict of 
not guilty i and ofiered as a reason for their verdict, 
that they knew the fellow to be so great a liar they 
did not believe him. 



FASHION. 



aace. 



Why in such a hurry,** said a men to Wk «LCii|mgkr 
"^ir/' said the man, «I have bwi(J(A %?i|i 
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bonnet for my wife, and fear the foBhion may change 
before I get home.^ 



a 



COOIi RECEPTION'. 



The late John M****y on entering a cold room where 
there was no fire, expressed his astonishment <* that a 
parishioner of his, should give him so eool a receptumJ** 



▲ BOASTER SILENCED. 



A person boasting that he sprang from a liigh and 
accomplish^ family, was much mortified when told^y 
an old man present, that he had seen some of the gen- 
tleman's ancestors dance between Heaven and Earth. 



NOTHING NEW. 



A servant girl being one day much fatigued with her 
work, declared <* that men ought to do vfomen^s btuir 
ness ; and wished <* that she was a mistress instead of 
what she was, for she was tired of being a motcL' 



»> 



" CHARLESTOWN HOOS." 

The inhabitants of Charlestown', (Mass.) have for 
many years past, been complimented with the name of 

** Hogs'." ^Wilson, the JBoston crier, happening to 

cross Charles River Bridge on the 4th of July, was 
luted by a cluster of Charlestown men, with "W- 
you ore out of your latitude — do you not dine In 
ton, to-day?" «No," he replied, «I do not like the 
bill of fare on the other side the river, for there, they 
Have but two pigs for fifly persons, while here, you 
ndve a pig to every plate,** 




\ 
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MAN FLT. 



A few yean ago a Mr. Packard advertised that he 
would fly from JB^ston Common on a public day. — On 
the afternoon of that day, a man accosted an acquain- 
tance, on his way from the Common, with ** Sir, have 
you seen the manfly7** " No sir, but I have seen a 
horae-flyt* he replied. 



WOMEN. 

A Scots minister contended in the pulpit, that 
men never entered heaven, upon the ground, that as St. 
John in the Revelation, says, ** there was silence in 
Heaven for the space of half an hour;" it was unrea- 
sonable to suppose that women were there, for they 
woidd not remain so long toithout talking. 



TRIFLING ArrAIR. 

** What are you looking at from the window," said 
judge P*****B to his son. — ** At two men wrestling,'* 
said the boy. « That's a try-fling affair," observed the 
father. 



HALF A RBPORT. 

*'How this world is inclined to slander," said a 
maiden InAy to an English nobleman — " Can you be- 
lieve it sb,— some of my malicious acqaintances report- 
ed that I had twins." ** Madam, I make it a rule to 
believe only Aa{f what I hear!" replied his lordship. 



A LUDICROUS MISTAKE. 

At^a tovm-meetiii^ in Maiden, not many yam aopr 



liia Ber« Jfh g - pat a wiang vot^ into the 



•SIA. 
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box, after which the . result of the balloting was de- 
clared in due form, as follows: 

Whole number of Votes given in for Town 

Clerk, - -- - - ••• 



Necessary to a choice 



• • • 



Mr has - - - - . ••• 

Mrs. — asks prayers for her husband 
gone to sea - - • • 



A PUN. 



Mr. Addison once bet that he could make the worst 
pim that ever was made, and immediately went up to a 
man canying a hare in his hand, and said to him> " Is 
that your hare or a wig.** 



A OOOn ANSWER. 

A clerg3rman in the cupola of the State House in 
Boston, observing captain W****** at work on the 
outside of the dome, said to him, ** Sir you are now in 
a dangerous situation — ^I trust you have made your 
peace with your* Heavenly Father?" " I never was at 
war with Him,** responded the gallant captain. 



GOOD BUSINESS. 

As a broker was folding some bank bills, a wa^ oly« 
served — *<You must grow rich fast for I perceive you 
readily double your money*** 



SPECTACLES. 

•t^ ^ A Allow applied to an optician in Washingtoii- , 
% 0ne(, for a pmir of upectacles, and a£v«t tonne <iM .jj 

1 
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several, said he could not read with them. ** Could you 
ever read?*' mqtured the optician, *<No." said the 
fellow, ** If I coold, do yoa think me so great an ass 
as to wish to wear glasses." 



POLITICAL PUN. 

A Vermont man named his daughter Embargcvifon 
whidi it was observed, that *' so long as she retamed 
that name, all commerce with her will he prohibited.'* 



TJBARS OF DISCRETION. 

When lady Wallace was in company with a large 
party, and the conversation turned upon the time at 
whidi the canon law of Paphas forbids a female to tell 
her own age, she applied to David Hume, who had sat 
without speaking for some time, with, '* Pray Mr. Jus- 
tice Silence, when I am asked what is my age, what 
answer shail I give." « Say madam" replied he 
** what I believe will be the truth, that you are not yet 
to years of discretion, ' ' 



riRST DISCOVERT. 

A gentleman praising the personal charms of a very 
plain woman — ^Foote whispered him ** why don't you 
lay daim to such an accomplished beauty" — ** What 
right have I to her," said the other, *< Every right by 
tM law of nations, as ihe first discoverer," rep&ed F. 



CRTiNG. 

*'My wife died last night, and I can't cry to-day," 
•bserved a town crier to one of his customers* 



COaVXTTX. 



A coquette has been oompaied to those Kght wmes* 
which eveiy body tastegt and nobody 6f^«. 



Air miSHMAV'S AinwxR. 

An Irish comiMlIor, being questioned by % Judge, to 
know for whom he wms concerned, replied, ** I am ean» 
eemed for the plaintiff, bat am emplayed by the de- 
fendant." 



AN AFFjBCTXOKATX HUSBAKD. 

Two fanners lately met in' the street and after the 
usual salutations— one said, " now 'tis so fine weather 
I hope every thing will come out of the earth" — ** ex- 
cept my wife who was buried ten days ago," the oth- 
er immediately replied. 



YAIiUX or LAKD. 

During the sale of some land in London, it was re. 
marked, that one foot (Miss Foote) of Covent Garden 
cost Mr. Hayne $12,000. 



A PROFXTABLX TEMPEST. 

When Isaiah Thomas printer of the Fanner's Ahaa 
nack, was called upon by a printer's devil to know 
what he should put against the l«th July, Mr. T. re- 

Klied, " any thing," upon .which the boy set "rain, 
ail and snow," at which the country was amaied, but 
it so happened that it actually rained, hailed and snow- 
ed on that day, and proved a profitable storm to tho 
ffioprietor of the Almanack for the ^itme numbeiii 
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A FALSE RXPOBT. 



When Mr. Alexander Guir was dimusBed fiom the 
Customs of Edinburgh, theentry made agamst his name 
in the books was ** A Guif discharged for ynftfcing a 
falseTeport,*^ 



CURIOUS LABEL. 



m 

Label upon a bottle (containing wine) in the Cohm- 
bian Museum, Boston: 

** This is the wine that Green draitk, and the 

BOTTLE that was EXECUTED for HIGHWAY ROB 



>> 



A MODEST REQUEST. 

A poor fellow applied to a lady to use her influence 
to {HTOCure him a place in a hospital, when she observ- 
ed <* that she subscribed to the lying in hospital only," 
upon which themendicapt remarked, ** that was the 
▼ery place he wished to be in, as for several nights 
past he had been obliged to lay out of doors." 



A TENDER MAID. 

Sir William Garrow, when at the Bar, was endea- 
vouring by the examination of an old wonlan, to prove 
the tender of a debt before the action was brought, 
which would ha^ been fatal to the plaintiff. — The old 
lady, however, was too wary, and nothing satisfactory 
cotdd be elicited from her. The Master Jekyl (then 
also at the Bar) observed this wordy war, and taking 
up a strip of paper, wrote upon it, and handed it to 
Garrow, who immediately sat down laughing immoder- 
ately at the lines on the paper, which were these: 

" Garrow forbear, that tough old jade 

Wm never prove a tender made,** 

rou F. 8* 
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BOVXT MOOV. 



Among the faahkmables, a ooadi-iiiaker ieiiiarked» 
that a foooUe was all the ton during the honej moon 
and a tuUtey e?er after. 



flFABKS. 



A lady at a card table had her ruffles take fire, lord 
Littleton, mtending to be witty said, ** he did not thmk 
her ladyship so apt to take fire." ** Nor am I*' 
the Di^dy " from such a gpark a» yotc' 



» 



RAKK. 

A French nobleman m dispute, observed to an offi* 
cer, Sir, rememlber what you are and what /am," to 
which the soldier replied, ** If you go to that my lord, 
1 am an officer, and you are what your wife's influence 
with the king has made you — a nobleman and a euck» 
old,'' 



MORTZriCATION. 

An jBnglishman being left alone with Richardson, 
observed to him, <* he was. happy to pay his respects to 
the author of Sir Charles Grandison, for at Paris and at 
the Hague and in fact, at every place I have visited it 
is much admired." Richardson appeared not to no> 
tice the compliment, but when all the company wore 
assembled, addressed the gentleman with, " Sir I think 
you were saying something about Sir Charles Qrandi- 
son." " No sir," reptied he, " I do not remember ev- 
er to have heard it mentioned." 



COOKZNO LAMB. 

Aiier a pugilistic contest between Jo Cook a toiler* 
tmd nm L<unb, a speciatoi oVMerrad ^but th« vktor 
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was an ezoeUent cook and tmhr, for he had weU ba$U 
edLamb. 



A SINGULAR COINCIOXITCX OF HAMIS. 

The Terrible man of war was built in Ezecntion 
0ock->-the Captain's name was Deaths and the first 
and second Lieutenants, Blood and J'Wy. 



A OOOO DUCK. 

A captain of a ship said to a sailor who fell over- 
board that morning, ** you have had but an indifferent 
breakfast'* — '* not so bad" replied the tar, *' for I have 
had a good duek.** 



LAWTXn's XISTAKX. 

When the regulations of West Boston Brid^ were 
drawn up by two famous lawyers— one section was 
written, accepted, and now stands thus: — " And the 
said propietors shall meet annually on the 6rst Tues- 
day of June, woyided the same does not fall on Sun- 
day.*' 



NXWS-PAPER EFFECT. 

Cummyns a Quaker declared on his death bed to Dr. 
Johnson, " that the pain of an anonymous letter, writ- 
ten in some of the common prints of the day, fastened 
in his heart, and produced his sicknesB," which was 
■low ftrer, of which he died. 



TAYERirs. 

▲ moralist observes •* that at taverns, madnen \i loVi 
ky tilt bottle." 



93 



A SINGULAR ORDXR. 



A gentleman in the country wrote to his friend In 
Petersburgh " to procure a sHll maid that would work 
thirty six gallants,^ 



» 



THB king's SYIL. 

- A student of medicine from Boston, white attending 
lectures in London, observed that *< the king*8 evil had 
been but little known in the U. States since the jR^- 
olution," 



THE USE OF HORNS. 

An officer in France being in danger of losing his 
place, was restored to favour by his wife's influence: 
whereupon it was remarked << that the distinguished 
individual saved himself by his horns.** 



4t- 

A GET orr. 

Henry the fourth was instigated to propose war 
against the Protestants by the importunity of his par- 
liament, and declared that he woidd make every mem- 
ber a eaptctin of a company , in the army, whereupon 
the proposal was unanimously negatived. 



A HARD BARGAIN. 

A genteel looking fellow bargained with a London 
shop-keeper for as much lace as would reach fh>m one 
of his ears to the other, for a- mere trifle — the fellow 
put down the money, saying, " one ear is here— the oth- 
er is nailed to the pillory in Bristol. I fear you have 
not so much by you, therefore I will take what yoa 
Aave on the counter, and trust that the rest will be pro* 
vided with all possible expedition." 
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THE SmCT or XiOVS. 



Abraham Hoffinan, says a quaint author of anatomy 
on melancholy, relates, out oiPlato, that Empedocles, 
the philosopher, was present at the cutting up of one 
that died for love. His heart was combust, his Uver 
gmokifj his lungs dried up, insomuch that he Terily be- 
lieves his soul was either sod* or roasted, throng the 
Vehemency of love's fire." 



Air XA8T BXD. 



Dr. Franklin in his Journal, says, that at Southamp- 
ton Salt water baths, he fell asleep while floating on 
his back, and slept an hour by the watch, without turn* 
ing over! Iti$ a very easy bed, says he. 



RASGAI'S' 



A shop keeper was asked how he .obtained the ap- 
pellation of little rascal, an^ rephed, ** to distinguish 
me fimnthe rest of the trad^who are all great raS" 
eai$* 



HATCHIZrO. 



James the first would say to the lords of his council, 
when they sat upon any sreat matter, and came to him 
fix>m council, « well you have sat, but what have you 
hatched ?" 



OFSirXNa THX CHSST. 



Banymore, happening to come late to the theatre, 
and having to dress for his part, was driven to the last 
moment, when to heighten his perplexity, the key of 
hm drawer was missing — " D — ^n it," says he, " luwxat 
kvB mnJhwfid it, " " Never mind," replied Baimia- 
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ter, coolly, " If yon have swallowed the key it will 
serve to open your ehesL** 



fPZRITS OF THE DSAD. 

A visitor to Surgeon's Hall, lately remarked, when 
shown a nmnher or dwar&, he. preserved in alcohol, 
" Well, I never thought that the decul could be in audi 

spirits.** 



SVPPORTZNG A COMMISSION. 

Major Hatch a few days after his commission was 
lost by the decision of a court martial, met C***^ Hall 
(a second Falstaff,) in State Street, and enquired of 
him " how he supported his fat belly ?** " Much bet- 
ter than you do your commission,** replied HalL 



SLEEP. 

A gentleman dined on^day with a dull preacher. 
Dinner was scarcely over,' before the gentleman fell 
asleep; but was awakened by the divine, and invited 
to go and hear hun [Hreach. ** I beseech you, sir, ex- 
cuse me, I can sleep very well where I am.** 



A LESSON FOR PHYSICIANS. 

The beautiful Austrigilda, consort to Gonstan, king 
of Burgundy, in the sixth century, had been permitted 
by her husband, in compliance with.her dying request^ 
to have her two physicians slain and buried with her, 
whether by way of punishment or not, is uncertain. 



AN EXCUSE. 

A certain preacher having changed his religion, was 
much blamed by his firiends for having dnwilQd them 
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To excuse himself, he said *< he had seven reaeofu,*' 
being asked what they were, replied, « a wife and fiar 
ekUdren.*' 



WHITFISI.!). 



Dr.THiitfield was accused of rambling hi his di»- 
oourses, by one of his hearers, to which he replied, 
^ you wUl ramble to the devt/, / mu$t ramble after 



you/* 



BXASON FOR MATBIMOITT. 

Cato the older, when aged, buried his wife, and mar- 
lied a young woman. His son said to him, " What, 
have I offended, that you have brought a step-mother 
into your house." The old man answered, '*Nay, 
quite the contrary, thou pleasest me so well» that I 
fl^old be glad to have more such." 




A- USEFirXi EIITT. 



A Sangrado practitioner observed to Dr. Small that 
<<now men will not bear so much blood letting as for- 
merly," to which the Dr. replied, ** you know more of 
your profession now than you did /ormer/y." 



THS VSS OF A BBABD. 



IfoUm was the first oCthe Ottomans who shaved his 
beard. One of his bashaws asked him " why he altered 
the custom of his predecessors ?" He answered, "Be- 
cause you bashaws may not lead me by the beard as 
youdia them" 
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B QUALITY. 



When Lycurgus was to reform and alter the state of 
Sparta, one advised that it should be reduced to an ab- 
solute popular equality! '* Sir, begin it in your own 
house observed the lawgiver.*' 



PHILOSOPHICAL BXOOUrO. 

Diogenes did beg more of a prodigal, than of the 
rest who were present. Whereupon one said to hmi, 
'< See your baseness, that when you can find a liberal 
man you will take most from him." ** No," said D. 
<* but I intend to beg of the rest again." 



AN IRISHMAN. 

An Irish sailor, as he was riding, made a paofler— the 
horse in beating off the flies, caught his mnd fi>ot in 
tiie stirrup, the sailor observing it, ezdaimed, " how 
now Dobbin, if you are ^kkg to get jm, I will get off." 
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A WIfB rATHBR ZN LAW* 

A gentleman after eonq>laining several times of 
termagant wife, to her rich father, was told by the lat- 
ter, that in hU willt he would cut her off with a shil- 
king, if she did not improve in her husband's opinioo. 



A STUDIOUS MAN. 

The wife of a studious man went into his fibrary 
when he was reading and wished that she was a bo<^, 
for ^en he would be more attentive to her. ** I wish 
you were an almanack," said he, because then I dionld 
havo a new one every year.'* 
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** Whatever m, m r^t," aajs Pope, 
So eud a atiirdy thief ; 
Bnt when his fate leqinr'd a lopoy 
He Taried hia belief. 

I ask'd if atm he held H good; 
" Wfaj, no,'* he atemly cried, 
** Good teilB aze only imdeiatood 
Bj being well applied.'* 



TO A axAJcaTBxaa. 

O! what boeom bat most yield. 
When, like Pailats you advance. 

With a thimble for your shield. 
And a needle for your lanoe? 

Fairest of the stitching train. 
Ease my passion by your art; 

And in pity for my pain, 

Mena the hole that's in my heart 



THX FOBGSTFITZi MAN. 

When JadL was poor, the lad was frank and free; 

Of late he's grown brim foil of pride and pelf; 
No wonder why he don't remember me; 

Why 00? you see he has forgot himself. 



A PBATBE TOO QUICKLY GRANTED. 

With folded hands and lifled eyes, 
** Have mercy hoaven!" the parson cries. 
And on our sun-burnt thirsty plains. 
Thy blessing send in genial rams!" 
TIm eennon ended and the prayers, 
Thmpanoa to be gone preparea 
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When with a look of brighten'd smiles— 
« Thank heaven, it rains," cries farmer Giles,- 
« Rains," guoth the parson, ** sure you joke. 
Bain, heaven forbid, I've got no cloak " 



TRUK WIT. 

True wit is like the brilliant stone 

Dug from Golconda's mine; 
Which boasts two various powers in one. 

To cut as well as shine. 

Genius like that^ if polish'd right. 
With the same gifts abounds. 

Appears at once both keen and bright. 
And sparkles while it wounds. 



OUT OF SPIRITS. 

*' Is my wife out of spirits!" said John with a sigh. 
As her voice of a tempest gave warning; 
" Quite out, sir, indeed," said her maid in reply, 
' * For she finish'd the bottle this morning." 



INNOVATION. 

When poor Maria first began * 

To sell her youthful charms to man. 
Her lovely bosom then was made 
The tempting s3rmbol of her trade; 

But since each virtuous blushing dame. 
With modest care displays the same, 
Maria, ere her trade dechne. 
Must shut up shop, or change her sign* 



MATRIMONY. 

Crjea Nell to Tom, midst matrimonial dtrife, 
'' Curst bp the hour I totbecaxoA ^our y^fy,** 
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- fij all the poweiB, (said Tom) bat that'i too bad, 
Toa've cun'd the odIj civil hour we're had." 



THS BEST stock. 



Ifoney they say is evil's root. 
But we may justly doubt it; 

Can we ei^ct good thriving finit. 
From any stock without it? 



MODSRir BXUXF. 

What legions of fables and whimsical tales 
Pass current for gospel where priest-craft prevails ^ 
Our ancestors thus were most strangely deceiv'd; 
What stories and nonsense forjruth they believ'd; 
Butuj^e, their wise sons, who tKese fables reject. 
Even truth, now-a-days, are too apt to suzp^ct; 
From believing too much the right faith we let UHl^ 
So now we beheve — just nothing at alL 



EPIGRAM. 

Said Celia to Damon, <* Can you tell me from whence, 
I may know a coquette from a woman of sense? 
Where the di^rence lies?" "yes," said Damon, «•! can. 
Every man courts the one, t'other courts every man. 



»» 



THB Retreat, ■ 

*« Let's run, let's run," a soldier cries; 
His captain heard, and thus replies— 
" What, coward! would you run away 
The moment we have gaui'd the day? 
Behold the foe have ceas'd to fire. 
Their broken ranks with speed retire." 
" Yes I perceive our foes retreat. 
For speed, Xewmarket could'nt match *em\ 



^ . 
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I Aflnnra do my words r^>6t,t— — 
Rob, or by -«— , yoo'll nevw catch 'em." 

Sums, 



THE RXN-PXCKXD HtTSBAND. 

Curst be the man, the poorest wretch m life. 
The crouching vassal to a tyrant wife. 
Who has no will but by her high p^tmission. 
Who has not sixpense but in her possession. 
Who must to l;ier, his dear fiiend's secrets tell. 

Who dreads a curtain lecture worse than » 

Were such the wife had fallen to my part, 
I'd break her ^nrit, or I'd break her heart. 



ft ^^ -*<^'^'^ in the schools, 

^nT women always doat on fools; 
If eOt dear Jat^, I*m sure your wife 
|j(u0t love you as she does her life. 

GRATITT7DE. f 

A Welshman coming late into an inn, 
t-ved of the maid, what meat there was withm? 
rnw-heels, she answer'd, and abreast of mutton; 
But quoth the Welshman, since I am no glutton, 
FHher of these shall serve; to-night the breast. 

At niffht, he took the breast and did not pay. 
At morning, took his heels and nm away. 

AN ACCOMMODATIlfO BARBBB. 

Said a fop to a boy, at a barber's one day. 

Tnmake a display of his wit, 
« m! Ud id you e'er shave a monkey I iK«y? 

r^r you^m for nov«W else to be fit. 
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I never did yet," said the boy, « 1 comfem. 
Shave a monkey, indeed, no not I; 
It is out of my line; but sir, nevertheless, 
. If you please' to sit down I will try.' 
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HOPES AND FSA&S. 

On his death-bed poor Simoft lies. 

His spouse is in despair. 
With frequent sobs and mutual cries 

They both express their care. 
A diff'rent cause, says parson Fly, 

The same effect may give; 
Poor Simon fears that he^shall die, 

His wife — ^that he may live. 



GOLD vs. GOULD. 

An old man of the.name of Gould having married a 
yoatkg wife, wrote a poetical epistle to a friend to in- 
^9cm him of it, and concluded thus. 

** So you see, my dear sir, though I'm eighty 

years old, 
A girl of eighteen is in love with old Oould** 

To which his firiend replied: 

A girl of eighteen may love Gold it is true. 
Bat believe Ihe dear sir, it is Gold without XT. 



THS ACTORS. 

A shabby fellow chanced one day to meet 
The British Boscius in the street, 

(*^ Gairick of whom Old Ei^li^d justly brags.) 
The fellow hugg'd him with a kind embrace — 

Good sir, I do not recollect your face. 
Quoth Garrick. — ^No! replied the man of rags. 

The boards of Dmry, you and I have trod 
Foil many a time together, I am sure, 

When? with an oath, cried Garrick, fox \>y — 
I nevw WW that face of jams beforel 
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What characters, I pray. 

Did you and I together play? 
Lord! quoth the feUow, tiunk not that I mock. 
When you play'd Hamlet, sir, — ^I play'd the cock 



SCONOMT. 

Frank, who will any friend supply. 

Lent me ten guineas, « come," said I, 

** Give me a pen^^it is but fair. 

You take my note,*' Quoth he. << Hold there; 

Jack, to the cash, I're bid adieu. 

No need to waste -my paper too.'* 

Congreve* 



RECOLLSCTION. 

False tho' she be to me and love, 

I'll ne'er pursue revenge; 
For still the charmer I approve, 

Tho* I deplore the change. 
In hqurs of bliss we ofl have met. 

They could not always last; 
And tho* the present I regret, 

I'm grateful for the past. 



HOW TO BECOMB CONSSqUKITTIAI.. 

A brow austere, a circumspective eye, 
A frequent shrug of the os humeri^ 
A nod significant, a stately gait, 
A blust 'ring. manner, and a tone of wei|^t, 
A smile sarcastic, an expressive stare; 
Adapt all these as time and place will bear. 
Then rest assur'd that those of little sense 
Wilhset you down — a man of oonpequenoe. 



^ 
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WOMBlf. 



Nature, regardful of the babbling race» 
Planted no beard upon a woman*! face; 
Not Rogers' razors, though the very besty 
Can shave a chin that never is at rest. 



THS LOTAIi PAIB. 



« I'U list for a soldier," says Robin to Sue* 
'* To avoid these eternal disputes!" 

^'Aye, aye," cries the termagant, <*do Robin, do, 
I'll raise, the mean while, fresh recnuts." 



NSWS. 



The word explains itself, without the Muse, 
And the four letters speak from whence coAes itetot. 
From north, east, west, south, the solution's made,^ 
Each quarto: give accounts of war and trade. 

. Butler. 



PCVXRTT AND POETBT. 

It is not poetry, that makes men poor; 
For few do write who were not so before; 
And those that have writ best, had they been rich. 
Had ne'er been clapp'd with a poetic itch; 
Hadlov'd their ease too well, to take the pains 
To undergo that drudgery of brains; 
But being for all other trades unfit. 
Only t' avoid being idle, set up wit. 

ButUr. 



WHOLSSAXX AND RETAIXm 

In little trades more cheats and lying 
Are med in teiUing, than in buying; 
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But in the great, more unjust dealing 
Is used in buying, than in selling. 



Vddressed to a young scape-graoe who was neglect- 
ing his profeffiionu study as a lawyer; and whose 
extravagance frequently placed him in the keeping 
of the Perils' 's officers. * 

Says Scamp to his fiiend, 

« My life I'll amend. 
In good earnest tl^edaw I'll punme.*' 

Says his firiend in reply, 
' ** That's right, Seampt for why. 
The, law has too long pursued you." 



^ CRITICS. 



In critics this countiy is rich. 

In friendship and love who can matdi *em» 
When writers are plagued with the itch. 

They hasten most kindly to scratcJi 'em. 



A PBINTXn's WIDOW. . 

This daily pubHshing the weeds of woe, 
Annoimces to my eye as pica plain, 

A dear romantic duodecimo^ 

Unbound, and going into ekeeii again. 



ON A BASTT MABniAOS. 

Married! 'tis well! a mighty blearing! 
But poor's the joy no coin poaessing; 
In ancient times, when folks did wed, 
'Twas to be one, at " board and bed;" 
But hard his case who can't afibid 
Hia charmer either bed or bond. 
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THRBX WIVfcS. 

Thou£^ Biairiage by some fbUu 

Be ntkon'd a curse, 
Thiee wives I did many 

For better or worse, 
llie fint for her person. 

The next for her purse. 
The third fo^ a warming-pan, 

Doctress, and nurse. 



THJB BACKBITBR. 

No. ToBTus hates a thing that's base* 
I •wn indeed, he's got a knack 

Of flatt'ring people to their face. 
But eewns to do*t behind their back. 



ON A MISXR. 

Here cmmbling lies, beneath this mould, 
A man, whose sole^delight was gold; 
Content WM never once his guest. 
Though thrice ten thousand fill'd hir diest; 
For he, poor man, with all his store. 
Died in great want the want of more. 



WIT. 

As in nnooth oil, the razor best is whet. 
So wit, is by pohteness, sharpest set; 
Their want oredge from their offence is seen. 
Both pain us least, when exquisitely k^en. 



SPITAFB ON Air UPHOLSTERSR. 

Too eniel death has snatch'd poor John aw«;f » 
And diaiig*d his feathen for a bed of day. 
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AN AROUMBNT. 



By one decisiYe argument 

Giles gain'd his lovely Kate's consent 

To fix the bridal day ; 
« Why in such haste, dear Giles, to wed I 
I shall not change my mind," she said ; 

« But then," said he, « I may." 



ON AN T76LT WOMAN. 

Whilst in the dark, on thy soft hand I hung. 
And heard the tempting Syren in thy tongue. 
What flames, what darts, what anguish I endured. 
But when the candle enter'd, I was cur'd. 



EPITAPH. 

Here lies entom'd old Roger Morton, 
Whose sudden death was oddly brought on; 
Tr3ring one*day his wheat to mow off. 
He accidentally cut his toe o£ 

The toe, or rather what it grew to. 
An inflamation quickly flew to ; 
The parts then took to mortifying. 
And poor old Roger took to dying. 



THE lawyer's suit. 

Says Thomas, «* Harry, can you tell 
How lawyers do, to dress so well?" 
Says Harry, " Yes, you may rely on't. 
To get a suit, they'll strip a client." 
Says Edward, " N9; they closer nip him — 
They first obtain the suit — ^then strip him." 



TWO REASONS. 



Two reasons are given, both equally good. 
Why the credit of Henry's so bad — 
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For paying, he has not the means if he wooldt 
Nor is he inclined if he had. 



DAITDIEB. 

Dandies, to make a greater show. 

Wear eoats stuck out with p&ds and puffing; 
And this is surely apropos. 

For what's a goose, without the stuffing? 

. What better reason can you guess 

Why men are poor, and ladies thinper; 

But thousands now for dinner'^dress. 
Till naught is left to dress for dinner* 



THE XTGLY WIFB 

Tom weds a rich hag that would frighten a horsOy 

Repentance soon alters his mind; 
But Tain are the tears that express his remorse. 

Unless he can cry himself blind. 



RAPE OF THE LOCK. 

Last night as o'er the page of Love's despair. 
My Delia bent deliciously to grieve, 

I stood a treacherous loiterer by her chair. 
And drew the fatal scissors firom my sleeve. 

She heard the steel her beauteous lock divide. 
And ¥diilst my heaitt with transport panted big. 

She cast a fury firown on me and cried. 
Ton stupid puppy — ^you have cut my wig. 



FORWARD AND PRUDISH DAMSELS. 

The damsel too prudishly shy 

Or, too forward, what swain will possess; 
F<Hr t&e one will too often deny. 

And the other too soon will say yoiw 
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XiOMSf. 



IVe lost my mistresiy hoxse and wift» 
But when I think on human life 

I'm glad it is no worse: 
My wife was ugly and a scold. 
My Chloe was grown stale and coM — 

I'm Sony for my horse. 



JVSTZCX. 

A limb of the law of a rustic requir'd. 

Sir, <* your meaning of justice repeat;'* 

** Its a work," cried the down, ** for whUk Awyen 

are hir'd. 
But a work which they seldom comidete.** 



pbxntxk's Dzyiz.s. 

Old Lucifer, both kind and civil. 
To every Printer lends ,a Devil; 
But, balancing a^ccounts each winter* 
For every Devil takes a Printer. 
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ANECDOTES 



roOLS. 



A coontiy 'aqture asked a juggler why he played 
•lie fool ? ** For the same reason you do; out of want: 
Ton do it for want of wit: I for want of money." 



GOING FAST. 



A gentleman met another in the street, who was ill 
of a consumption, and accosted hhn thus : ** Ah! my 
fiiend,'you walk slow."" " Yes,"^ replied the man ** but 
I amgomg'fast." 



CORPORAI. PUiriBHMKNT. 

In a new raiaad corps, a soldier observed 'that ** a 
corporal was to be dismissed from the regiment." 
** Then I hope," said an Irishman, ** It is corporal 
punithmeni.*' 



PBIirCIPAIi AND INTEREST. 

A debtor observed to a creditor, ** that it was not 
his interett to pay the principal^ nor his principle to 
pay the iuterezV* 



X.ICSNCE. 



A maimed soldier begged charity of a -poet, sapng, 
** I have a license to beg." ** Lice thou may'st have, 
but sense thou canst have none, to beg of a poet." 



STUPIDlTr. 



** I believ-e the jury have been inoculated for stu^ 
pidity" said a lawyer. — " That may bo," said his op- 
ponent, <* but the bar are of opinion that you had it 
in the natural way,** 



A SPARE ItlB. 



An epicure requested his landlord to get him a spate" 
rib. The inn-keeper declared he had none but a crook" 
ed rib, which he should be glad enough to spare,** 



E qxr AiiiTT. 

Dr. Johnson remarked, *< your levellers wish to level 
down as far as themselves, but they cannot bear level- 
ling up to themselves." 



DEMETRIUS. ■ ^ 

Demetrius would at times retire from business to at- 
tend to pleasure. On such occasions he. usually feign- 
ed indisposition. His father coming to visit him, saw 
a beautiful young lady retire from lus chamber. On en- 
^tering, Demetrius said, " Sir, the fever has left me." 
I met it at the door," replied the father. 
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LEGISItATIOir. 



A ja vfgiver being indisposed, his physiriaiiprescribed 
a variety ofremedieB at once*—'* Why such a variety 



of remedies at once ?" said the sick minister, *• soma 
may counteract the effect of others," — ** true," replied 
the doctor, ** I beg pardon; I believe I am wrong; hut 
I was meHned to treat your complaint as you have 
treated the disorders of the btatk.** 



GOOD MXABURE. 

A man travelling in the country, asked another the 
distance to a certain town, and was told it was ten 
miles off— after proceeding a few rods further, our 
traveller met a boy and asked him the same question, 
and was answered that the distance was seven miles, 
whereupon he thought the boy intended to quiz him 
and rebuked him sharply for giving him wrong infor- 
mation upon the subject, but the boy insisted he was 
right, and had no doubt the gentleman would find the 
distance seven miles, good measure. 



A FOUNDER. 

An auctioneer at a sale of antiquities put up a hel- 
met, sajring, " ladies and gentlemen, this is a helmet 
of Romulus the Roman Founder, but whether he vras 
• brass or iron founder I cannot tell." 



cox.. GARDIITER. 

A mmiber of military gentlemen once dined with Col. 
Qaidiner at his own house, when he addressed them 
with much respect, and begged leave to remind thom 
that as he was a justice of the peace in that district, 
he was bound by oath to put the laws against swearing 
into execution; he therefore entreated them to be on 
tiieir guard — only one oflfended on that day who im- 
■ladiately paid the penalty which was given to the 

MVy.with tiie*tiiuversal approbation of the company. 
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HAI.F MOURXriirQ. 



A little girl hearing her mother say she was going in 
half mourning, inquired if any of her relations were 
half dead. 



MURDER. 

An Irish gentleman who had no talent for the stage, 
attempted to enact Major O 'Flaherty in the Dublin 
Theatre. On his way home he was given in charge of 
the patrol, being accused of murder, and kept in the 
watch-house all night, but was released in the morning 
on an explanation being made that he had murdered a 
dramatic character. 



HAM. 

A Jew paying particular attention to a ham of bacon 
when asked what he was saying to it, repUed, *' I was 
saying thou almost persuadest me to be a chxistian." 



WOMAN AS SHE SHOULD BE. 

A young woman went into a library in School-street 
and asked for " Man as he is.*^ — ** That is out" said 
the hbrarian, " but we have Woman as she should he.** 



RAISING RENT. 

' <* Sir I intend to raise your rent," said a landlord to 
a tenant, to which the latter replied, ** I am much 
obhged to you, for I cannot raise it myself." 



PAYMENT 

An agent soliciting subscribers for a book, showed 
the prospectus to a man who, aAer readinif one doUar 



in boards, and one dollar twenty-five cents m sheep, 
declmed subscribing, as he might not have boards nor 
0heep on hand \/idhen called upon for payment. 



GUESSIXO. 



** Jack, which is the way to Epping." — "How do 
you know my name is Jack." — '* I guess it." — ** Then 
guess your way to Epping." 



NOBLE CHILD. 

While the United States was drawing near the Mace- 
donian, a child on board, said to Decatur — ** Commo- 
dore I wish you would put my name on the muster 
rolH" " What for ?" " That 1 may get a share of the 
prize money." It was done — after the capture, the 
commodore said, " well Ned, she's ours, and your share 
of the prize money will be about $200, what will you 
do with it ?" " I'll send $100 to my mother, and the 
other shall send me to school." This boy is now a 
midshipman. 



SXACKS. 

During the plague in London a noted body searcher 
lived, whose name was Snacks, His business increased 
80 fast, that finding he could not compass it, he oficred 
to any person who should join him in his hardened prac- 
tice, half the profits; thus those who joined him were 
said to go with Snacks. Hence going snacks, or di- 
viding the spoil. * 



A CUP TOO MUCH. 

A thief having stolen a cup was pursued and taken 
—a bystander was asked what was the matter? 
* That fellow," said he, ** ha» taken a cupioomucVil** 
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TIN BOOTS. 



A apindle sha^ fellow inquired of a tinman whom 
ne intended to quiz, if he could fit him to a pair of tin 
boots ? *< Yes Sir,'* said the tinman, (takmg up two 
candle moulds,) " these will fit you exactly.*' 



DUNB. 



A bankrupt who drove a pair of dun geldings met an 
acquaintance, who observed to him> " I see you drivo 
duns, but I expected that duns wopld drive you«** 



SCARE CROW. 



A gentleman procured a man's leg from a surgeon 
and placed it upon a pole on his manor (where mere 
had been mifch poaching,) with a label, requesting the 
owner to call for it. This had the desired o£fect, for 
his grounds were never more encroached upon. 



HAITKERINO. 

The Duchess of Bedford meeting a student, asked 
how a relation did — ** Truly my lady he is a brave fel 
low — and sticks close to Katherine Hail" — (the name 
of a college at Cambridge) — ^* I vow** said she, ** I 
feared as much, for he always had a hankering aftec 
the girls." 



])T»CToB. 'em. 

A physician having been out a gunning without sue- 

cess — his servant said he would go into the next field 

and if birds were there he would doctor 'em^-" Doctor 

'em, what do you mean by that" inquired the master 

— " Why km 'em to be sure," c^ied the servant 



THE 8HADX. 



A Spartan going to fight the Persians, upon being 
told that their arrows would fly so thick as to obscure 
the light of the sun, replied, "So much the better, for 
then I shall fight in the shade." 



WOBKING A PASSAGE. 



A Paddy applied to work his passage on a canal 
and was employed to lead the horses which drew the 
boat — on arriving at the place of destination he swore, 
*' that he would sooner go on foot, than work his pas* 
sage in America." 



FASHION* SAKE. 



Lord Mansfield beine willing to save a man who had 
stolen a watch, directea the jury to bring it in, value 
ten pence. ** Ten pence! my lord," said the prosecu- 
tor, " why the very fashion of it cost me fifly sluUings." 
Perhaps so, replied his lordship ** but we are not to 
hang a man for fashion sake." 



AGE. 



An Irishman on being asked which was oldest, he 
jot bis brother; ** I am oldest" said he, *< but if my 
brother lives three years, we shall be both of an age." 



WILLIAM PENN. 

William Peivn and Thomas Story sheltered them 
selves from a si^ower of rain in a tobacco house, the 
owner of which, said, ** you enter without leave— do 
you know who I am ? I am justice of peace." To 
whidi. Story replied — « my friend here makes bug^ 
tlungs M thee — be i* Governor of Pennsylvaiua." 



IS 



80MEWHKBS. 



<* I think I have seen you somewhere," said one gen- 
tleman to another. ** No doubt, I have been £ere 
often," was the reply. 



AN* UX7WELC0ME VISITOR. 

A gentleman who often intruded in a libzaiy where 
he did not subscribe, one day had his dog turned out by 
a crusty old fellow who gave him a tremendous kick, 
saying, " you are no subscriber at any rate.** The gen- 
tleman took the hint and never more annoyed the es- 
tablishmcni by his presence. 



AN ECONOMIST. 

Dean Cooper descanting ono day at his own table, 
upon the extraordinary performance of a man who was 
blind, remarked, that ** the fellow could see no more 
than that bottle." <* I do not wonder at that," replied 
a guest, <* for wo have seen no more than * that bot- 
tle' all the afternoon." 



WINE. 

" I always think," said a Rev. Guest, ** that a cer- 
tain quantity of wine does a man no harm after a good 
dinner!" ** no. Sir," replied mine host, it is the iif»^ 
certain quantity that does the mischief*" \ 



** SHOULD OLD ACQUAINTANCE BE FORGOT." 

A gentleman after having bought a pair of geese of 
a countryman in the Boston market at ai\ extra piioe, 
asked the seller why he was so unwilling to self one 
alone. *' Sir," said he, they haye been constant 

pan jong Jive -and twenty yean^ and I could not 

of parting them.** 



A faimsr upon being informed that his wile had just 
been deliverad or a Bon, was mQch delighted — a few 
mioutaB after a servant girl told him that her mistress 
was delivered of another child, a lino girL "Weil," 
said he, " we must find hiead for i(." A short whila 
afler, the girl appeared again, and aaid her nuatresa 
waa delivered of aootherboy. " What ."another child," 
said the farmer, almost frantic. " Nanny, U your 
nti»trei» piggittg 7" 




A gentleman being jolted by a sailor, vociferated 
that be would give Iran a flogging. " No," awd the 
tar, ■■ ^u shan't giac it me, for 1 will pa; you with 



MBS. PKICE. 



_ if RuKg. On being ashed a. few days afler 

hci second mamage, how she I ".ed, " O very well in* 
deed," sud she, " for I liave sold my old Av^i t'n 
a fowl Priet." 
rat. a. S 
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CANDOUR. 



A clergyman in the west of England, preached do- 
ring the whole of Lent, in a town, vdiero he never was 
invited to dinner. He said in his farewell sermon, 
** I have preached against every vice except that of 
good living which I believe is not to be found among 
you, and therefore needed. not my reproach.*' 



NECESSITY. 

Dr. R. maintained that poverty wa|i a virtua.— 
<* That is making a mrtue of ntttzsity^* said Mr. 
Canning. 



riDELITT. 

When a man implored a beautiful young lady to love 
and favour him, she replied, ** m^ husband who is ever 
in my mind, forbids me.*' ... 



A FREE MONARCHY. 

In the work of James 1st, entitled a '* True Law of 
Free Monarchies,'* is laid down that a free Monarchy 
is one in which the Monarch is perfectly fret to, do a$ 
he plecuea.*' 



BLUBBING. 

A certain fashionable youth, more famed for his red 

nose than his Mrit, on approaching a lady who was- 

highly rouged, said, ** Madam, yop blush nom mMlef- 

tj/.** "Pardon me, 8i^'* lej^ed the lady» ••Ibliiili 

from reflection*** , 



•V 
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FOOTS. 

Lord Sandwich said to Foote, ** which do you think 
will happen to yoa firet, disease or an acquaintance 
with the ffallows." '< That depends upon orcumstan- 
ees, whi(£ are these, whether I embrace your lord" 
Mhip*a mUtrees, or your principles,* 



BORROWING. 

Master Mason of Trinity College, sent his pupil to 
another of the fellows, to borrow a book of him, who 
told him, ** I am loth to lend my book, but if it please 
the tutor he may read it in my chamber as long as he 
wilL" - A few days after, the same fellow sent to Mr. 
Mason to borrow his bellows, to which he replied, " I 
am loth to lend my bellows, but if thy tutor will come 
.and blow the fire in my chamber, he may as long as he 
wilL" 



A SENTENCE. 

In Flanders, a tiler fell from the top of a house upon 
a Spaniard and killed him, without injury to himself. 
Upon the issue of a trial commenced by the next of 
blood to the deceased, the judge decided that *< the 
complainant should go to the top of the same house 
and fall on the tiler.*' 



LORD EENYON. 

'Lord Kenyon told a witness angrily, " that he would 
commit him." «« I hope,»» answered he, «* you will not 
comntit yourself,** 



NATURAL DEATH. 

An old man when dangerously sick, was urged to 
take the advice of a physician, but objected, «a,^}Vn^. 
«« I wiah to die a natural death,** 
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A PRUDENT ANIMAL. 



A waj^ describing an elephant, remarked that ** this 
sagadous animal always carries his trunk before him, 
and can never be robbed.** 



bookseller's catalogue. 

In a bookseller's catalogue appears the following ar- 
ticle — " Memoirs of Charles I. — with a J^ead capiteUly 
executed,** ^ 



TURTLE. 

« I have htfd a surfeit of mock turtU since I have 
been married, therefore eat the soup yourself, my 
dear,** said a young married man to his wife. 



a GRATEFUL WIDOW. 

A pious lady had prayed St Raboni for the conver- 
sion of her husband — a few days after, he died, — ^when 
the widow exclaimed, ** What a gracious saint is Ra^ 
bo7ii, he even gives us more than we pray for.** 



R^FLT. 



A farmer meeting the parson*of his parish, and not 
giving way to him, was told that he was ** better fed 
than taught.** "True,** replied the farmer, "you 
teach me, and I feed myself.*' 



PORTER. 



A person named Porter being very drunk, a friend 
ffsked what he had been about. ** Only turning a lit 
tJe Gin into Porter ,** replied ho. 



> 
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TAPPING. 



After a consi^tation, several phymdana. decided that 
a dropsical patient should be tapped. Upon hearing 
of t)^e decision of the doctors, a son of the sick man 
af^xroaehed him and exclaimed, " FatJier ! don't tulh- 
mit to the operation^ for there never was cmy thing 
tapped in our house that lasted more than a week" 



EVIL. 



One asked his friend, why he, being a stout man 
himself, had man:ied so small a wife. ' " Why friend," 
■aid he, ** I thought that you had known Jhat of all 
evils we should choose the least/' 



WILL, 



A woman upon her death bed, asked liberty of her 
husband to make a will, in order that she might leave 
eome legacies to her relations. <* You have had your 
unU aU your. life time,** said he, ** and novo I unll 
have mine.** 



SCHOOLMASTER ANP PUPIL. 

A schoolmaster asked a boy one cold winter morn- 
ing, what was the Latin for cold, at which the boy 
h^tated, saying, <* Ihavjs it atmy finger*s ends,** 



REMEMBRANCE. 

A Portuguese sculptor, upon his death bed, had a 
c ruciflx placed before his eyes by a confessor, who said, 
** Behold that God whom you have so much offended. 
Do TOO xeeoUect him now ?*' '< Alas! yes, Ya.lVi«t« ^ 
lepbed the Ayjog man, "it was I who made Viinu** 

roMm n. 3* 
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BEAU NASH. 



w 

When Beau Nash was sick, Dr. Cheyne wrote a pre- 
scription for him. The next day the doctor inquired 
if he had followed his prescription ? ** No faith doctor," 
said Nash, *< if I had, I should have broke my neck; for 
i threw it out of a two pair of stairs window." 



ANGELS. 



Tobin in the Honey Moon, says, " all woiheh are 
angels before marriage, and that is the reason why hus- 
bands so soon wish them in heaven afterwards." . 



LAWYER AND PHYSICIAN. 

A lawyer and physician having a dispute about pre- 
cedence, referred it to Diogenes, who gave it in fa- 
vour of the lawyer in these terms. — ^** Lt% the thief go 
before, and the*executioner follow,** 



JUSTICE. 

A French nobleman had been satirized by Voltaire 
and meeting the author soon ailer, gave him a severe 
caning. V. immediately complained to the Duke of 
Orleans and begged him to do him justice. ** Sir," re- 
plied the duke, *' you have had it done you already." 



CUCKOLDS. 

« How many cuckolds, without including thee, said 
a citizen's wife to her husband,, ** dost thou reckon^ 
our street ?" " How do you mean," replied he angn- 
ly, «* without including me." ** Well my dear," repUed 
the wife, " if that does not please thee, how many dost 
thou think there are, including thee ?" 
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AN EXCUSE. 



A drunken fellow -who was reproved for lying in bed 
OTery Sunday By a cler^pnan, said, " he was sorry that 
a gentleman of hiis proteasion had forgotten that the 
Sfu^bath was appointed as a day of rest.'* 



MISSIONARY. 



A young missionary asked one of his supposed fe- 
male converts, ** how many commandments there 
were." " Nine Sir.'* " What, have I not learned you 
ten«'* " Yes Mr, Minister ^ and Icut night you learr^ 
ed me to break one J** 



CANON LAW. 



Priests were elected in Spain 'to head armies, they 
having been bred to the canon law. 



DIGESTION. 



A gentleman observing'at table that he could digest 
ally thing, was asked how he could digest his ten chil- 
dren? ««.0h Shr!'* said he, " I bring them up.** 



A ROBBER. 



A lady hearing that 'a man had married his kept 
mistress, observed, that « he had robbeji the public/' 



M 
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PTTTURE STATE. 



A clergyman asked a sea captain his views about a 
fithtre state^ and was answered, that he neiv^i xoa^ 
. died in State affairs. 
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^ PBAIiTEK. 



* 



The late Mr. M. paid his ilevoiro to a lady prepos- 
aessed m favour of Mr. Psalter; her partiality being 
evident in favour of the latter, Uie former- took occa- 
sion to ask. in a room full of company, '* pray Miss, 
how'far have you got in jrour Psalter,'*—*' as far as 
blessed is the man.** 



A SHARP EYE. 



A witness, during the Lent asazes at York, after 
several inejB^ctual attempte to go on, declared '* he 
could not proceed in his testimony if Mr. Broughman 
did not take his eye off him." 



A I<UDZCROnS MISTAKE. 



A gentleman accustomed to the signature of the firm 
in wmch -he was a partner, having to sign a baptismal 
register of one of his children, entered it as tJteson of 

SMITH, JONES & CO. 



AN ODE TO SLEEP. 



A poet asked a gentleman what he thougnt of his 
'* Ode to Sleep,*' was answered, " that it was impos- 
sible to read it without, being under the influence of 
Morpheus." 



BOARD OF HEALTH. 

A countr}rman upon visiting New-York during the yel- 
low fever, asked why a board fence was placed across th< 
street, and* upon being informed it was erected to sepa*^ 
rate the infected part of the city, observed that "he ^ 
had often heard of the Board of Health byt feiad ne?eT 
seen it before.'* 
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AN OBEDIE#r WIFE. 

A butcher who lay upon his death bed, said to his 
wife, ** My dear I am not a man for this world, there- 
fore I advise you to marry our man John, he is a lusty 
strong fellow, fit for your business.'*' *< Oh dear hus- 
band,'* said she " never let that trouble you, for John 
and I have agreed upon that matter already." 



GEN. LEE. 

General Lee, being one day surrounded by dogs, was 
adied by a lady if he was fond of them, <* yes madam^" 
"" he, •* I love dogs, but I detest bitches.** 



cuckold's hat. 

A man one day seemg his footman with a decent hat 
upon his head, asked *' who gave him that cuckold's 
hat." '* Indeed Sir," said John, " my mistress gav^ 
it me and declared it was one of yours.** 



LAW PRACTICE. 

A lawyer told his client, that his adversary had re- 
moved his suit to a higher court. '* Let him remove it to 
the Devil," qnoth the client, " my attorney will follow 
it for money." 



HENRT IV. ^ 

Henzy the 4th having bestowed the Cordon blue on 
A nobleman at the solicitation of the Duke do Nevera, 
IRien the collar was put on, the nobleman made the 
costomary speech, ** Sire I am not worthy." ** I knew 
it well," said the king; ** but I give you the order to 
I^Mse my cousin de Nevers " 
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PAT&ICK HEITRT. 

When Patrick Henry, who gave the first impulie to 
the ball of the American revolution, introduced his cele- 
brated resolution on the stamp act into the House of 
Burgesses of Virginia, (May 1765) he exclaimed, when 
descanting on the tjrranny of the obnoxious act, ''Caesar 
had his Brutus, Charles the Ist his Cromwell, and 
George the 3dj- — '* •• Treason,** cried the speaker: 
<* treason, treason,** echoed from every part of the 
house. It was one of those trying moments which are 
decisive pf character. Henry faultered not for an^in- 
wstant, but rising in a loflier attitude, and fixing on > the 
speaker an eye flashing with fire, continued, " mcty 
profit hy their example. If this be treason, make th« 
most of it." 



A GOOD RETORT. 

A lawyer said to a witness, « Tou hhve a plentiliil 
supply of sap in your head;" to which the witness re- 
]died, ** the brass in your face is so plentifiil, that you 
can spare enough to make a pail to hold it.*' 

printer's devil. 

When a printer's apprentice about 15 years of age» 
made his debut before a Providence audience in Uie 
character of Richard the 3d, Fox, who enacted Rich- 
mond, instead of the* text 

True hope is swift and flies with swallows wings; * 
Kmgs it makes gods and meaner creatures kings, 
exclaimed. 

True hope is swift and flies with swallows wings; 
Kings it makes gods and prmter'a devils kings. 

AN ASSORTMENT OF DISORDERS* 

A Shopkeeper wrote his sister that *< our aged fkthier 
died yesterday of an assortment of disorders." 



THE DEPA&TURE OF TH AoUL FROM THS BODY. 

Hippocrates says, *' the soul, partly by the pores of 
the skm, partly by the orifices of the head, which have 
•erved the varioos purposes of life, leaTos its earthly 
tabernacle and abajidoos the cold and '"^"^iT^t^ image 
of man.'* 



QUAKER MEETING. 

A young girl firom the country, lately on a visit to 
a Mr. H , a Quaker, was prevailed on to accompa- 
ny him to meeting. It happened to be a silent one; 
none of the brethren being moved by the spirit to ut- 
ter a syllable. When Mr. H. left the meeting house 
with his young friend, he asked her *' How dost thee 
like the meeting?'' to which she pettishly replied, 
** Like it! why I can see no sense in it, to go and sit 
for whole hours together without speaking a word, it 
is enough to kill the devil!" " Yea, my dear," rejoin- 
ed the Quaker, " that is just what we want." 



HORNS. 

A gentleman boueht a pair of horns and told his 
wife Uiat he intended to hang his hat upon them. **Jire 
not the hama upon your own head sufficient for thai 
purpose ?*' quoth she. 



CONSOLATION. 

A stage struck youth, observed to some scribbling 
wouldp-be satirical critics, ** I shall soon make my de- 
but on the boards." " If you do, toe triW take you off,*' 
said one of them. 



A ROSE. 

A blind n^an having a shrew for his wife was told 
that she was a rose. « I doubt it not,'* replied he, 
«« lor I feel the thorns daily." 
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\ot post. 

A drunken fellow ran against a post — supposing bim^ 
self imposed upon, he began beating it wiUi his fists, 
and upon being informed it was a post, said, ** why did 
he not blow his horn." 



A MODEST LADT. 

A would be modest lady pulled the sleeve of her un- 
der garment over her wrist when a physician was about 
feelmg her pulse. — ^The doctor took the comer of his 
coat and laid it upon his patient's arm, saying *' a linen 
pulse should have a woolen physician." 



MILTON. 

Milton was asked if he intended to instruct hi» daugh- 
ter in the di^rent languages-^o wiiich he replied, 
" no sir, one tongue is sufficient for a woman." 



POLITENESS. 

A governor of Virgima being saluted by a' negro, 
immediately returned the compUment — ^< Can you de- 
mean yourself so far," said a slave holder, '* as to raise 
your hat to a negro"—** Undoubtedly,*^ said the gov- 
ernor, ** I should be sony for him to exceed me in po- 
liteness." 



AN ASS. 

A young fellow eating some cheese flill of mites, 
boasted that he had*. slain his thousands and tens of 
thousands. ** That you have," said an old man, ** wUh 
no other weap&n than the jaw hone of an om.'*^ 
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R£MIN£SC£NCE. 



r. Mills, of the Federal-street Theatre, one nifht 
cmced the entertainment for the next, m the n>I- 
ig manner: :.*' Ladies and gentlemen, to-moirow 
tng will be presented the tragedy of Hamlet; to 
h will be added the favorite farce of, (bowing) / 
t hMfWf^forget — eari^t »ay — begpardon.** 



THE SUBLIME. 

'. Emmons, a distinguished orator in the " Litera- 
oporimn,'* introduced the following beautiful pas- 
in an oration pronounced by him in the Panthe- 
cbmmemoration of the 5th of March. ** My friends, 
ra of good feelings has come indeed, for ilbt only 
candidate been found for Governor, that will be 
rted by all, but the City Batiks wUl reciprocate 
ra upon equal terms with their country breth" 



A SCOLD. 

te being scolded by a lady, said, I have heard of 
' and brimstone — ^you are the cream of the one 
)» flower of the other." 



MATRIMONY. 

ther wished to dissuade his daughter from any 
ts of matiimony. " She who marries does well," 
I, " biU she who does not marry does better." 
ather," she meekly replied, I am content to do 
et those do better who can." 



A CONSIDEltATE CLERGYMAN. 

11 clergyman, said to the boys in the gallery, 
make so much noise, for you will awake ydros 
below." 
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P&OrAHITT. 



** If you do not refrain firom sweating, said a pioas 
man to a profane wretch, <* yon will be damned " " I 
will be d d if I do,*' he replied. 



O. COLMAir. 

The present licenser, 6. Colman, author of Broad 
Grins and other chaste productions, in his official ca- 
pacity struck out all the " damme's" that occurred in 
Married and Single, '' because such language was 
immoral. ' ' On receiving the licence, Mr.^EluBon wrote 
the doting courtier — 

** Dear Colman, 

*• I>--n me if it isnH the brazief,— D— d 
the traveller do I see coming to the Med Cow.*** 
" Damn this fellow.*'t ** Sooner be d— -d than dig,*'t 
&c &c.' 

Yours, R. W. Ellison. 

* These words occur in Cofanan'a tragedy of John 

BuU. 
t These in the Review. 
t And these in Ways and Means. 



CANOYA. 

Canova fancied the Sun of Italy alone propitious to 
his genius — ^Napoleon perceiving that the bust which' 
this celebrated artist made of hmi, observed there was 
not that grand character which distinguished his works. 
*' I feel it sure,'* replied Canova, *' but I cannot help 
it; the clouded sky of France does not in^jMze me Uke 
the warm sun of Italy." 



SPINSTERS. 

Formerly it was a maxim that a voung woman should 
jterer be mMmed till she had spun herself a set of Mijt 
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, and bed linen. — Hence all unmarried Women 
been called spinsters, an .appellation they still 
a all deeds and law proceedings. 



WEIGHT or SIN. 

{enHsmkn weiglung a lady, not finding a suffiden- 
weight, put hu foot into the scale which soon 
1 it; when he observed, ** sin weighs heavy." 
oes indeed," said the lady, ** for one foot weigh* 
I down.". 



SHUTER. 

m a stage coach being stopped by robbers, one 
m presented a pistol to Shuter, the comedian, and 
idea his money. <* Money," returned S. with a 
** O Ind, Sir, they never trusts me with any, for 
here always pays for me turnpikes and all." 
li^wayman gave him a few curses for his stupi- 
dbbed the other passengers and rode off. 



FORK. 



wyer charged a poor man three dollars for ad- 
** There is the money," said his client, ** it is 
money I have in the world, and my family have 
long time without pork." ** Thank God," re- 
le lawyer, ** my wife has never known the want 
L since we were married." *« Nor never will," 
mtryman rejoined, ** so long as she has so great 
isyon." 



A TIGHT SQUEEZE. 

me here my lad," said an attorney, to a boy 
tine years of age. The boy accordingly camo 
cod ** what casein to be tried next." ** A caao 
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between the Pope and the devil, which do you suppose 
will gain the action ?" answeredthe attorney. ** I guess 
'twill be a pretty tight squeeze; the Pope has the most 
money, but the devil has the mo^t lawyers;" replied the 
hoy. 



PATIENCE. 

The Priest of the village told a man who lost his 
wife the day before, ** that he must have patience^*' and 
received this reply, *< Sir, I have been trying her, but 
she won't consent." 



DANGEtlOnS BITING. 

Diogenes being asked, ** the biting of which beast is 
the most dangerous ?" answered, ** If you mean wild 
beasts, 'tis the slanderers, if tame ones, the flatterers.*' 



lawyer's fees. 

A young pert lawyer said to another, that he receiy- 
ed 25 guineas for speaking in a certain case. . " And I," 
said the other received dmble that sum for holding my 
tongue in the same cause." 



COALS. 

The daughter of a large proprietor of collieries 
inquisitive as to the nature of HelL Upon which her 
father represented it to be a large gulph of fire of pro- 
digious extent. " Dear papa," said the child, " could 
you not get the devil to buy his coals of you." 



MAJOR BRIDGES. 

A noble lord having given a grand gala, his tailor 

was among the company, whom his lordship addrrand* 

"Mf dear Sir, I remember your face, but -forgot your 
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name;*' when the tailor whispered, "Imadeffour 
breeehe97^* The nobleman taking him .by the hand, 
said aloud, ** Major Bridges, I am very glad to 
you." 



bacon's ABRIDGSMENT. 

A Barrister on hearing.it remarked what, a qnantiCy 
of ham he had eaten, observed that he had been only 
taking extracts £rom Bacon's Abridgement* 



SEA liAWTXRS. 

Alawyer on his passage from Europe, observed a 
shark and asked a sailor what it was, who replied, 
' Here we call *em sea lawyers.** 
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NIITE PINS. 



A sailor with a wooden leg, having the other shot off 
in an engagement, said *< It was time for him to letxoe 
off flay when lus last pin was bowled down,** 



RETORT NOT COURTEOUS. 

A gentleman told a lady she was wonderous hand- 
some; who replied,." I thank you for your good opin- 
ion, and wish I could say as much of you." "You 
might madam," said he, " if you lie as readily as my- 
self. 
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A GOOD REPLY. 



The commissioners in the excise office were ofifended 
at a quaker, who replied yes or no to their (questions, 
«nd asked lum, ** Do you know for what we sil bwAV* 



so 

« Yea,*' said Nathan, <* some of you for 300 and oth- 
ers for 1000 pounds. a year." * 



RELATIONSHIP. 

" Patrick, has your sister got a son or a daughter ?'* 
** I know not," said he, ** whether I am an undo at an 
aunt." 



Balaam's ass. 

Bishop Burnet who stammered, directed his Chap- 
lain to examine a young man. The first questibn was, 
** why did Balaam's ass speak."' ** Because his master 
had an impediment in his speech," replied the yoong 
candidate. 



CHAKCERT SUIT. 

Two suitors in Chanceiy bei|ig reconciled to each 
Mother after a veiy tedious and expensive suit, apphed 
to an artist to paint a device in commemoration of 
their returning amity and peace; the artist according 
ly painted one of them in his shirt and the other stani 
naked. 



SOMETHING USELESS. 



A Barrister blind of one eye, pleading with his spec- 
tacles on, said, ** Gentlemen, I shall use nothing but 
what is necessary." His antagonist immediately re- 
plied, *< Then take out one of the glasses of your spec- 
tacles." 



SMOKING. 



<* What harm is there in a pipe," says young ^n^ 
well "None that I know," replied Us eomfnkn^ 
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<<- except smoking induces drinking-— drinking induoes 
intoxication — ^intoxication induces bile— -bile induces 
dyspepsia^ — dyspepsia induces pulmonary consumption 
— pulmonary consumption induces death — ^put that in 
your pipe and smoke it" 



RETORT. 

A quaker was as^ed by a magistrate who 'had been 
a carpenter, " why he did not take off his hat ?'* It 
is a privilege said he *' we quakers are allowed." '* If 
it were in my power," said the justice, ** I would have 
your hat nailed to your head." ** I thought," said 
Obadiah, *< that thou hadst given up the trade of driv- 
ing nails." 



NOTHING REMARKARIiE. 

** / risCi Sir, for information,^^ said a very grave 
member of a legislative body, who then made no great 
figure in the business in which he was engaged, but 
has since far outgrown in political importance both his 
own and his neighbour's expectations. ** / am very 
glad to Hear it,*' said a by-stander, «*/or no man 
wants it more.*' 



GOOD ADVICE. 

A certain Surgeon Dentist of this city, who is not 
quite a span for Big Dick, was called upon by a person 
of great maxillary dimensions, for his assistance to dis- 
lodge a tooth, which had begun to raise a mutiny 
among his nerves. The patient being seated on the 
floor, so as to accommodate his length to that of the 
doctor, began to open his head, nearly in manner and 
form of an old fashioned fall-back chaise ; and the as- 
tonished operator, who stood before him, fearing there 
might be a second edition of Jonah, exclaimed, with 
terror in bis countenance, ** you heed not extend youx 
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jaws any further, for I intend to stand on the autiide 
while I extract the tooth." . 



WOMAN A TOUGH ANIMAI«. 

<* The constitution of our females must be excel- 
lent," says a celebrated phydcian. ** Take an honest 
ox, and enclose his sides with eorsetts, — he would la^ 
bor indeed, but it would be for breath." 



NO UNCOMMON TRICK. 

It is said that an artful Yankee gurl, has procnred 
money enough to buy her an elegant PianO Forte, by 
means of a genteel Misnonary Box, 



A widow's declaration. 

A widow of suspected chastity, said to a tippler, 
'* would you believe it Sir, during the ten years or my 
widowhood, I have never felt the least inclinlition for 
matrimony ?" " Would you believe it madam," replied 
he, " that since my recollection I never felt thirst ?" 



the mother and daughter. 

As a lady was viewing herself in a mirror, she said 
to her daughter, " What would you give to be as handr 
some as I am." *< Just as much," replied the daugh- 
ter, " as you would to be as young as I am." 



A COURTEZAN. 

A Courtezan of Rome, having come into a draroh 
and placed herself near a respectable lady, the liftter 
rose in order to remove from her. ** Why do yoa itoM 




thcM irtia wiah fa 



" my iafinnitf only ■tt|Mki 



A wonun fond of jialluiln' said to her brother wIm 
wu • gunUer, " wtMO will ;ou leave off ^ajing 1" 
" When yoa txaae to intrigue," laid be. " Ah," J»- 
tanwd she, " I percetre yoD will be a gan^ilei foe 



"Who ma^eyon!" asked a gentleman,— to which 
the boy replied, " Moses," and in turn oafaed the gea- 
tleman who made him. To which he replied " Aaron." 
Whereupon the boy laughed, saying, " Then, Sir, yon 
sie the cuiBed calf which Aaion made." 



An indiffireDt pleader asked Catului — " Have I 



e with the lady's, put him in possession of Phi- 
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hiB mtrodiiction tlie king «dked lefd BaooB what he 
thought of hun. ** He appears," aaidthej^oaopher, 
** like a high house, the upper story of which is seldom 
furnished." 



Bsiro. 

Zeno was told it was dii^graoeful for a j^osopher to 
be in lo¥«. '* If that were true" said he, ** the fur 
sex are to bo pitied, for they would receive the atten- 
tion of fools alone." 



A CUCKOLD. 

*< I really beheve there is but one man in town who 
is not a cuckold," said a gentleman to his wife. . <* If 
that be the fact it is in vain to guess his name," she 
replied. 



A PBTTDElfT OXBL. 

A dissipated nobleman observed to a girl whom he 
wished to seduce, that he admired her virtue, when the 
girl replied, *< Then, sh-, do not attempt to deprive me 
of that which you so much admire." 



THEATRICAL. 

An eccentric Irishman, whose name was James 
Whitely, and who was well known as an itinerant man- 
ager, was one night playing Macbeth, and having made 
his exit at the stage door to commit the murder upon 
Duncan, he demanded of the property man where the 
colouring was, with which to give the appearance of 
being bloody to the daggers and his hands. The pro* 
perty mad, well knowing the consequence, trembled as 
he informed him he had forgotten it* * Have jtm. 
my dear 7* said Whitely, and with his clenched firt he 
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alnidL Um mm a violent blow upon the nme, which 
{Hodaoed a obpioiiB flow of blood, with the predoiM U* 
qwd he quickly oolotired his hands and the dii^;en, and 
telling the unfortunate fellow to be more carenil again^ 
h» presented himself to the audience. 



.TH£ SAGACIOUS q,UACK. 

'* I supjpose," said a quack while feeling the pohn 
of his patient, « that you think, me a fooL" « Sir,^' 
replied the sick man, *' l perceive you can discover a 
man's thoughts by his pulse." 



JEU d'esprit. 

'* How can you, my dear, prefer punch to wine,** 
** Because^ my dear, 'tis so like matrimony — such a 
charming compound of opposite qualities.'* ** Ay my 
lord, I am the w^ak part I suppose." ** No, my love, 
you are the sweet, with a dish of the acidt and no 
amall portion of the spirit** 



AN ORATOR. 

It was lately remarked of a hatter who made himself 
busy at a caucus in speechifying against Monarchies, 
<* That he was a strange fellow to be at frar with 
crowned heads — for if the people were to be deprived 
of their crown he must strike into some new line of bu- 
siness. 



NOTHING REMARKABLE. 

A gentleman whose wife was delivered of a boy six 
months aftermarriage, asked a physician tho reasMi- of 
this expedition. ** Make yourself easy," said the lat- 
ter, '* this, often happpens in the case of the &st diiSdt 
hut never qfterwarde,** 
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REGRET. 



A gentleman regretting the loss of his first ^ in tho 
presence of his second wSfe, was told hy her, that « no 
one had- more reason to wish his former spouse alive 
than she had.^' 



ROUGE. 



A lady praising the beautiful colour used upon her 
miniature, was told by the artist, that he doubted not 
she was a woman of good taste in colouring, for they 
both bought their rouge at the same shop. 



F0RGETFULNE8S. 

The celebrated Lessing was remarkable for a fre- 
quent absence of mind. Having missed money at dif- 
ferent times without being able to discover who took it^ 
he determined to put the honesty of his ^servant to s 
trial, and lef\ a handful of gold on the table. ' Of 
course you counted it ?* said one of his friends. 'Count 
it!' said Lessing, rather embarrassed; *no I forgot 
that.' 



^n 



A COVERED LADT. 



A lady who rouged highly aked a gentleman if she 
did not look pale ? — the latter replied, " If you will wift- 
coveVf I will tell you." 



A STUDIOUS MAN. 



The Bishop of Avranch|^, Huet, devoted theidiolo 
of his time to study. A person in his diocese who had 
made frequent applfcations to obtain an interview with 
him on bunnesa of importance^ tired at length of call 
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lagt ntfMmii^ " Ood tend tto ai|r ant Wihtf aagr 
Ittft finUied hit ttudiM." 



icxrixc. 

• ^ 

At tb* tat floBpcNitm of the edebratod JMEMTiTf !iC 
Uly. b«fon tht ooort of Lewk tlio lUk m tko dbif* 
ftH of ToBwiUflfy tho monareh boing on his kam doi^ 
iBf ihit whole time, nooeMoziljr kopt hie ooart ia tte 
MUM pontioii. At its conelmioii tho king oikod tho 
AknaA de Grammoiit hie opinioki of it. '* Sue*' bo io» 
niied, ** the nraiie ie veiy eoft to tho eon, but ruy 
nerd to the kneei." 



SPOaTINO. 

A flhort time since, some gentlemen were, enjoying 
the divenion of coursing, and having lost right of the 
hare, one of the party rode up to a boy, when the fol- 
lowing dialogue ensued. Boy have you seen a hare 
running this way, followed by dogs ? Answer. What 
do you mean a little brown thing ? Yes. — ^Had it long 
ears ? — ^Yes.— A little white under the belly ? Tea.— 
Had it a short tail ?— Yes. — ^And lonff legs .'-^Yes.— - 
WaHt running as fast as it could ? — ^Yes it was.— Boj 
(after a pause) No; I have not seen it. 



SAJLOa AND HIGHWATMAXr. 

One of the Dover stages on its way to London, was 
stopped by a single highwayman, who being infbnned 
by tho ooaidmiaB there were no inside passengers, and 
only one in the basket, and ho- a sailor, tho robber la* 
staatly proceeded to exercise his functions upon the 
honest tar; when waking him out of his deep, Jack 
demanded to know what no wanted; to which the soa 
of plunder replied, * Your money.* * You riianH have. 
H* says Jack. * No !' replied the robber, * then I'H 
blow your brdbs oufi^ * ' Blast your ejQ8» blow m«f 
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mys Jack, * 1 maj as well be without bndns as without 
money. Drive on Coachee.' 



MAD MAN. 

A man who was apparently more of a wit than a 
mad man, but who, notwithstanding was confined to a 
mad house; being asked how he came there, answered 
— " Merely by a dispute of words. I said that all men 
were mad, and all men said that I was mad, and the 
majority carried the point.** 



ITALIAN MONARCH. 

An Italian monarch taking an ambassador to his 
court, to a high balcony remarked — ^'* Tins' is the bal- 
cony over which one of my ancestors made an ambas- 
sador leap.'* Upon which the envoy coolly observed, 
*' I presume ambassadors didnot wear swords in those 
days." 



DRTOXN. 

A young lord bantering Dryden for having made 
Cleomenes, in one of his tragedies, do little to advance 
his love, when he had an interview with his mistress: 
** for my part (said he) when I am with a pretty girl, 
I alwajrijl^ake good use of my time.*' **'^es (replied 
the poetjbut nobody iiiistakesyour lordship for a hero.'* 



POINT OF X.AW. 

Blackstone, speaking of the right of a wife to dow- 
er, assorts, that if Janaabide in the husband a ainsle 
moment, the wife shall be endowed thereof; and tie 
adds that this doctrine was extended very far by a ju- 
ry in Wales, where the father and son were hangt- 
ed in one cart, but the son was supposed to survive the 
father, by appearing to struggle the longest, whereby 
he became seized of an estate by survivorship, in eon- 



89 

Mquence of which ieizure his widow obtained a Ter* 
diet for her dower. 



BURKE. 

A member of Parliament having by a long speech 
thinned the house, unexpectedly called for the reading 
of the Riot Act to support his argument. Burke who 
had been waiting to speak to the same subject, jump- 
ed up and cried out ** the Riot Act! my dear friend? 
don't you see th^ mob is completely dispersed.'* 



MERCANTILE. 

Two merchants conversing together upon the bad- 
ness of the times and observing a flock of pigeons — 
One said " how happy they are, they have no accept- 
ances to provide for.'* ** Indeed," replied the other, 
" you are mistaken for they have their hills to provide 
for as well as we.*' 



THE DARDANKLLES. 

An ignorant fellow wag boasting that in his travels 
he had been caressed every where, and that he had 
seen all the great in Europe. " Have yoi^seen the 
Dardanelles," said one of the company. **^lte," re- 
plied he, " 1 dined with them at Gibraltar and found 
them to be excellent company." 



THE PAINTER. 

A gentleman looking at the children and the pictures ^ 
of a painter, told him he was astonished that he should :. 
make such beautiful pictures, and have such ugly chil- 
dren. The reason is, replied the painter, because I". 
make the pictures in the day time, and the childr<>n in 
th« night. ^ 



t.y. 
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A CONVERT. 



A methodist in America, bragging haw well he had 
instructed some Indians in religion, asked one of them 
'< If ho had not found great comfort last Sunday, after 
receiving the sacrament." *< Aye master," replied the 
savage, *< but lunth it had been brandy, " 



f» 



THE POINT OF DEATH. 



A young lady going into the barrack room at Fort 
George, saw an officer toasting a sUce of bread on the 
point of his sword, upon which she exclaimed ** I think 
Sir, you have got the staff of Ufe on the point of 
death.** 



BOLINOBROXE. 

Bolingbroke left one of his infidel publications to be 
published by Mallet, a brother unbeliever. Dr. John- 
son when asked his opinion of this legacy, exclaimed 
*' A scoundrel! who spent his life in charging a pop- 
gun against Christianity; and a coward! who, afraid of 
the report of his own gun, left half a crown to a hanr 
gry Scotchman to draw the trigger after his death." 



GENERAL ARNOLD. 

During the traitor Arnold's predatory operations in 
Virginia, in 1781, he took an American captain priso- 
ner. After some general conversation, he asked the 
captain * what he thought the Americans would do 
with him if they caught him.' The captain declined 
at first givinff him an answer; but upon being repeat- 
edly urged, he said, * Why, sir, if I must answer the 
question, you will excuse my telling you the troth; if 
my countrymen should catch vou, I believe they wmdd 
first cut off* your lame leg, which was wounded iQ tin 
cause of freedom and virtue at Quebec, and bery k 
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with the honoun of war, and afterwardf hing th^w* 
maaider of your body on a gibbet.' 



JOJQVSTVa, 



After the battle of Actium, Marii Anthoi^ ^^^^'kny- 
ed Augnstiu, who answered thi». 

**If Anthony is weary of his b'fe, there are other 
ways of dispatdi besides fighting him, and for hit jiart 
he should not trouble himself to be h^ executioner." 



CYRUS. 

» 

When Araspes had commended the fair Panthea to 
Cyrus, as a beauty worthy his admiration; he replied, 
** for that very reason I will not see her, lest if by per- 
suasion I should see her but once, she might herself 
persuade me to see her aAer, and spend more time with 
her, than would be for the advantage of my own tS* 
fairs." 



SOCRATES. 

Socrates when asked by Georgias, ** What his opiii* 
ion was of the king of Persia and whether he juc^d 
him happy ? replied **^ that he could not tell what to 
think of him, because he luiew not haw wJtbewai. 
furnished with virtue and learning.'* 



ST. AUGUSTIX. 

St. Austin, by a low but very apt allusion has set 
out the danger of ill company which he compares to a 
nail driven into a post with a Hammer, which after the 
first and second stroke may be drawn out with little 
difficulty, but being once driven up to the head, the 
pineers can take no hold to draw it out, which cannot' 
be done but by the deatruetion of the wood.'* 

roL. 17. 4* 
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PKOSXI.TTISM 



When the king of Franoe solicited M. Bangier, wh0 
was a Protestant, to oonfbnn to the Roman CiUholic re- 
ligion, promising him in return a commisBion or a gov- 
ernment. ** Sir," replied he, ** if I could be persna- 
ded to betray my God ftr a marriial's stafi^ I nu^t be 
induced to betraj mj king for a bribe of mndi less 
value.** 



AniBTIDKS. 

A tragedy of Eschyloe was once represented before 
the Athenians, in which it was said of one of the char- 
acters, ** that he cared no more to he just, than to ap» 
pear so." At tktae words, all eyes were instantly 
turned upon Anstides, as the man, who, of all the 
Greeks, most merited that distinguished character. 
Ever after he received by umversal consent, the sur* 
nameof fAe/iiff. 



AN TTPUOBT JUDOX. 

Aristides being judge between two private persons, 
one of them declared that his adversary had greatly in- 
jured Aristides. ** Relate rather," said he ** what 
wrong he hath done thee, for it is thy canse not mine, 
that I now sit judge of." 



ARCHBISHOP MOUNTAIN. 

Archbishop Mountain who had raised himself from 
the son of a beggar to the see of Durham, was asked 
by George the second, for a fit person to appoint to 
the see of York. The Doctor replied, « Hadst thoa 
faith like a grain of mustard seed, thou wouldst say tc 
this mountain (laying his hand upon his breast) be tfaoQ 
lemoved and east into the se«, (see.)" His migii^ 
laughed heartily and gave the prsfeniienl to the dftolor. 



Anofllear of nnk in the aimgrofLtwk tht ISth, 
hftTiiig ill treated a peasant, the monardi made him 
live a few days on wine and meat The offiopr tired 
of this veiY Mating diet, requested p eimi sB i on to have 
some bread allowed him. The king sent for him, and 
said ** How ooold you be so foolish as to ill treat thoee 
jienDBe who put bread into your month.** ^ 



CASSAR. 

When Caesar i^ras advised by his friends to be mon 
cautious as to the security of his person, and not to 
walk among the people without arms or any one to 
protect him, he replied " He who- lives in the fear of 
death, every moment feels its tortures; I will die but 
once.*' 



FUPIL OF ZBNO. 

A youth who was a follower of Zeno, on* his re- 
torn home, was asked by his father, ** what he had 
learned?" The lad replied, <* that would hereafter ap- 
pear." On this, the father being enraged, beat ms 
son, who bearing it patiently and without complaining, 
said, ** This have I learned to endure a parent's an* 
ger.'* 



hangman's fee. 

A page whom his master whipt naked, would not 
put on his cIotlunjK, and gave as a reason, that they 
were hangman's fees. 



ANOXLO. 

Michael Angolo having finished a statue twelve feet 
high, his employer wishing to be thought a connois- 
eeiir» pronounced the nose to be out of all due propoiw 
Ikoi, Angelo moonted the scaffold gave a fow haiafc* 



loss blows upon the stone, and at the same time let 
fall a handful of marble dust. ** This is excellent,*' 
said the sagacious critic, " now you have given it life 
indeed." 



CHIITESK PAINTER. 

When a person who wished to look better on canvass 
than he did in the looking glass, found fault with a Chi- 
nese painter, that his portrait was not handsome, he 
replied, " No hab handsome face, how can hab hand- 
some picture." . - 



IRISH NEGRO. 

An Irishman with his family landing at Philadelphia, 
was assisted on shore by a negro who spoke to Patrick 
in Irish. The latter taking the black fellow for 
one of his own countr3rmen, asked how long he had 
been in America — about four months was the reply. 
The chop fallen Irishman turned to his wife and ex- 
claimed; " But four months in this country, and almost 
as black as jet." 



BLOW FOR BLOW. 

A plobian blowing the froth from a pot of porter^ 
which he was bringing to a customer, the gentleman 
struck him. Boniface eagerly asked why he struck 
him ? " Why," replied the gentleman, " t only return- 
ed blow for blow." 



REPENTANCE. 

A gentleman passing a country church while under 
repair, observed to one of the workmen, that he thoi^^it 
it would be an expensive job. " Why, yes," repbed 
he, ** but in my opinion we shall accomphan what cft 
reverend divine has endeavoured to do umt the Utt thir- 
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tjfUXBmynoL*' «< What it tlitt»*' Mid tht MUfo* 
jBump ** Why bring «U the puiah to rapontaBoe." 



»iFrx^«ircs BXTWxsir govt ahd mBsincAmat. 



A FnauAuutm bmig affieted wkh the foiit» wui 
ed>rfaat difiexence there Wis between that end the &ho«- 
matinn; < One ^eiy great difierence!' xef^ied Monwenr 
— ^ 'Spoee yon take <Mie Tiae, you potty Tonrfinger m» 
yon turn de screw till you bear fahn no longer dat is 
de Rheumstis dch 'spose you gbe him one torn mart* 
•^bt is de goat.' 



GCORaS COLMAir. 

A young gentleman being pressed very hard in com- 
pany to sing, even after he had solemnly aHnired 
them he could not, observed testily they intended to 
make a btUt of him. *' No, .my good Sir," said Col* 
man, " we only want to get a stave out of you.** 



rRBDS&IC THX GREAT. 

After a candidate for chaplain to Frederic had 
cended the pulpit, he was presented with a sealed pa- 
per which was to form the subject of his sermon, by 
one of his majesty's aids-de-camp. The preacher 
opeiied it, and found nothings written, but turning the 
paper on both sides, he said, <* My brethren, here is 
nothing, and there is nothing; outof nothing €k>d created 
all things," and proceeded to deliver an eloquent dis- 
course on the wonders of creation. 



CI<BMXNCT. 

When a minister of Alphonsus, complained that his 
demency was mor6 than became a prince, he replied» 
*' Know you not, that cruelty is the attribute or wfld 
boasts— Clemency that of laan." 
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WITT'S REPLY. 



A gentleman lately complimented a laay on her im- 
proved appearance. ** Tou are guilty of flattery,** said 
tlie lady. " Not so,'* replied he, " for I vow you are as 
plump as a partridge.** — ^** At first," said the lady, 
** I thought you guilty of flattery only, but I find you 
actually making game of me. ' ' 



THE F&ENCHMAN. 

A Frenchman, having repeatedly heard the word 
press, used to imply persuade; one evening when in 
company exclaimed, ** pray squeeze thni lady losing.*' 



GUILTY OR NOT GUILTY. 

Not long since an . Irishman was carried before 
a court in Boston, to be tried on a criminal charge. 
The clerk asked him in the usual form — ** Guilty or not 
guilty.** "Zounds,** replied the prisoner, •* do you 
think I will tell you, that what you have to try,** 



MISTAKE. 

A man who married Miss Take, af^er having court- 
ed Miss Lloyd, was told by a friend that it was report- 
ed he was married to Miss Lloyd. " It was a Miss 
Take I assure you,** he replied. 



WIT. 

A himchback of Tonlose met a man who had but 
one eye, very early in the morning. " Good morrow 
friend,** said the one eyed man, you have got your load 
upon your shoulders very early.** *• It is so early,** re- 
plied- the hunchback, ** that I see you' have but 0119 
window open.** 
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A DAiiTTT pHzikotoraaa. 

A nobleman obeerving a person eminent fiur hii phi- 
losophical talents, intent on choosing delicacies at ta- 
ble, said to him, ** What! do you phllosopheis love 
dainties ?" " Why not,'* returned the other; ** Do you 
think my lord, that the good things of this waM were 
only made for blockheads." 



BAOOAGC. 

' During one of the journeys of the hero of Dray 
Lane Theatre, in the United States, a female whom he 
had picked up in his travels, was on board the steam 
boat with him, but whom he did not appear to notice. 
On arriving at Brunswick, two coaches were in waiting 
for the tragedian — ^The damsel inquired of a servant in 
which of those she was to travel ? *i Madam," replied 
he, pointing to one of the coaches, ** that is to cany 
mymaster*s baggage,*' 



CHANGS. 

A sailor looking serious in a certain chapel in Bos- 
ton, was asked by the clergyman, if he felt any change, 
whereupon the tar put his hand into his pocket, imd 
rephed, ** I have not a cent." 



zrishman's answer. 

An Irishman inquired at the Boston Post Office, if 
there were any letters for him — **your name Sir," 
said the clerk. " That you willjSnd upon the letters^" 
replied Pat. 



VACCINATrOMi 

A simple country fellow, at his own request^ was in- 
oculated for the kine pock three times, but tha Tinm 
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had no effect, this greatly surprised the doctor. << I am 
more surprised than you,'* said the clown, <*for my 
mother says that I took the small pock when fint in 
oculated rot it." 



BSAHD. 

A gentleman of Paris, when he had considerable 
company to dine, would not let his son about six 
years of age, sit at the table with him, saying ** the 
boy's beard is too sitort." The child took a seat at a 
side table, where a large cat tried to take away his 
food; whereupon he exclaimed *' go eat with my fath- 
er; your beard is long enough." 



8HATINO. 

A barber shaving a thin faced man, put his finger in- 
to the man's mouth to push out the hollow of hn cneek, 
and happening to make a slip, cut through the poor 
fellow's face, exclaimed, <* curse your lantern jaws» 
I've cut my finger." 



DUN. 

Joe Dun an English bailiff in the reign of Henry 7th, 
was so indefatigable in his business, that it became a 
proverb when a person did not pay his debts. '< Why 
don't you Dun hun." Hence originated the word Dun. 



wxrx BKATIirO. 

Immediately after Ju^ Bullar gave an ^piiiioii» 
« that a husband was privileged to beat his wifii» if 
the instrument used was wooden and no thicker than 
his thumb," the ladies of Exeter addressed a wmd 
robin to the judge, in whidi fhey requested to lie la* 
formed of the exact thicknen of hii iocdilu|»'e llMlibb 




ui»Kom or on IT A. 



iMd. WbanliMn 
thBtmetioem 
luMi, a^rd to 



wait of thama weaUf mJuj, but tliB,iiiom«it lai 
B^ IhM wlary ii atappBd till I un well uun, tban 
fore B17 indispMition la iMTer of an; long duntiwt." 



Tint teplied,«<' Mr. David aaj you sliall hava i: 
b«ef &om him, till you paj off da old Bcot«." 



A yonOK lady not acquainted with the accbmpliah- 
ment of ^cing, was requested by a geatleman t« 
dan^e with him or his brother, at a ball; whidi invilkr 
tioQ aha declined, aajing she knew not what to do with 
. her feet. " Put one into my pocket, and the other in- 
to mj brother's," said the gentleman. " Ydiir pocketa 
are not able to support me," replied the lady. 



A celebrated pbyaiciaa having been called from a 
convivial party ts a lady, was n> much tmder the infiu- 
oncB of wine, that he found himself unable to form an 
opinion of ber case, and when attempting to feel hor 

' " 'le eiclaiiaed " Drunk! drunk, I" ' " 



A few dayiAifter Che lady observed to him. " Mj dear 
doctor, how could you Imd out my case so eaaify tho 
other evening f it waa certainly a great proof of your 
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MATRIMOHr. . 

A lady meeting a girl who had lately left he.r service 
inquired, " WeU Mary, where do you live now ?'* 
** Pleaee Madam, I doyi't live now, I'm married,*' re- 
plied the girL 



LORD NORTH. 



Lord North, during a severe sickness said to his phy- 
sician, ** Sir I am obliged to you for introducing me to 
some old acquaintances." "Who are they my lord," 
inquhvd the Doctor. ** My ribs,*' replied his lordship 
** which I have not felt for many years until 4iow " 



A BEGGAR. 



A beggar asked charity of a man who had been re- 
duced from affluence to poverty. <* Alas, my ^end," 
he replied, ** I was about to make the same request of 
you." 



FONTENELLE. 

Fontenelle, at the age of 97, after saying many ami- 
able and gallant things to a beautiful young lady, 
passed before her, without seeing her, to place himself 
at table. " See,** said the lady, ** how I ought to value 
your gallantries, you pass without looking at me." 
" Madam,** replied the old man, "If I had looked at 
you I could not have passed." 



A THIR8TT PATIENT. 



During a consultation of Physicians, on the ease of 
a Baccanalian patient, how to cure his fever and abate 
hJ8 thirst— the sick men oboenred *' Gentlemeiic if 
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rin oure the fever, I will take half the' trouble off you 
•ndiy and abate the thirst myself." 



DR. GOLDSMITH. 

Dr. Goldsmith having been requested by a woman to 
sit her husband who was melancholy, called upon 
le patient and told him he would send some pills 
hich he^ad no doubt would prove efficacious. He 
miediately went home, put ten guineas into a chip 
>z and sent them to the sick man. The remedy had 
e desired e£fect. 



POLISHING. 

A gentleman jocosely observed to a young lady, that 
was about to be married, but as his afiections were 
nded between Miss Mary Briekdust, and Miss Bet' 
/ Primettuff, he was it a loss which to choose. ** I 
vise you by all means, said the lady, to take Miss 
ickdust — you want polishing." 



A LAPSUS LINGUiB. 

A. gentleman was lately in a party of ladies, when 

I subject of conversation turned upon marriage. In 
iwer to a question from one of the party, whether he 
s a married man ? intending to reply, ** Tes madam; 

I I can pfier no stronger proof of my approbation of 
dlock than that I have myself had the misfortune to 
7 one wife, and the happiness to marry another." 
tead of this he unluckily inverted the sentence thus: 
* I have had the pleasure madam, to bury one wife, 
1 the misfortune to marry another." 



ABSENCE OF MIND. 

tin old woman who sold ale, being in church, fell 
eep daring divine service, and unluckily Ux Vi«t qV^ 
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faahioiied tAwsped Bible fall, which, raakiiur a gntX 
noiee, she exclaimed, half awake, '< ao jou jaoe, tMra'a 
anotW jug broken." 



CAFTIVBB. 

When an Annenian prince had been taken captive, 
with his princess by Cyms, and was asked what 1m 
would give to be. restored to his kingdom and hbertj, 
he replied, ** As for my kingdom and liberty, I value 
them not; but if my blood would redeem my princess, 
I would cheerfully give it for her.^' When Cyrus had 
liberated them both, the princeds was asked, '* What 
do you think of Cyrus ?'* to which she replied, ** I did 
not observe him; my whole attention was find upon 
the generous man who would have purchased my liber 
ty with his life." 



A CIVIL RSaUEST. 

An old woman observing a sailor goniff by her door^ 
and supposing it to be her son Billy, cried out to him— 
** Billy where is my cow gone ?" The sailor replied in 
a contemptuous manner, ** gone to the d— J for what 
I know." « Well, as you are going that way," said the 
old woman, <* I wish you would just let down the bars. 
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PERSONAL REFLECTION. 



A petulent old lady having refused a suiter to her 
niece, he expostulated with her, and requested her plam* 
ly to divulge her reasons. — ** I see the villain in your 
&ce," said she. — " That is a personal refleeHen^ mad- 
am," answered the lover. 



A FRISKT ANIMAL. 

Sterne sajrs, that every animal in the oreatioii, as it 
growB older, grows graver, except an old woman^ and 
Mbe growB friaky. 
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LATIN SCHOLARS. 

le following anecdote is from the Essays of Sfr Man- 

CIS Bacon: 
'f A company of scholars going together to catch co- 
is, carried one scholar with them, who had not much 
»re wit than he was bom with; and to him they gave 
charge, that if he saw any he should be silent for- 
\i of scaring them. Bat he no sooner espied a com- 
ny of rabbits before the rest, but he cried aloud, Ee- 
muiti eunicitii, which in English signifies, '* Behold 
ny conies;" which he had no sooner said, but the 
lies ran to their burrows: and he, being checked by ^ 
an for it,' answered, « Who the devil would hav6 
»ught the rabbits understood Latin ?" 



SANG FROID. 

t is notorious (sa3r8 Marmontel in his incomparable 
gnphy,) that with much nobleness and dignity of 
1, Marshal Saze was fond of mirth and jollity. By 
te, as well as by system, he loved merriment in his 
lies, stating that the French never did so well as 
m they were led on gaily, and what they most fear*- 
In war, was weary inactivity. He had always a 
lie opera in his camp. It was at the theatre that 
^Te the order of battle: and on these occasions, 
principal actress used to come forward and say — 
entlemen, to-morrow there will be no play on ao« 
nt of the battle the Marshal gives; after to-mor- 
' the Cock of the Village, toith the merry in- 
rwes, &c" 



LORD NORTH. 

■ord North, while he was engaged in discussing one 
he most serious points of a question under exami- 
on^ dog which had concealed himself under the 
e Irthe House of Commons, made his escape and 
directly across the floor, setting up at Ibe b&xea 
» a violent bowl It occasioned a burst ot la^f^Wc^ 
omb, ti» 5* 
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and might have disconcerted an ordinary man. But 
he who knew how to convert the most awkward 
oocuftences to his advantage, having waited till the 
roar had subsided, and preserving all his gravity, 
said to the speaker, *' Sir, I have been interrupted by 
a new member, not acquainted with the forms of the 
House, I therefore yielded to him; but as he has con- 
cluded his argument, I shall resume mine.'* 



LUCULLVS. 

* Lucullus entertained Pompey in one of his magnifi- 
cent houses. Pompey said, ** This is a marvellous fair 
and stately house for the summer: but methinks it 
would be very cold for the winter." Lucullus aiw 
swered, *< Do you not think me as wise as divera fowls 
are, to change my habitation in the winter season ?'* 



FRIXITDS AT COURT. 

A gentleman begging the Duke of Buckingham, to 
employ his interest for him at Court, added, that h» 
had nobody to depend upon but God and Jiis Grace. 
Then said the Duke, " your condition is desperate; yoa 
could not have named two beings who have less inter- 
est at Court.*' 



CHARITY BBRMON. 

Dean Swifl once preached so long a Charity Sermon 
as to disgust his audience, which coming to his knowl-. 
edge, and it falling to his lot soon after to preach- a 
Sermon of like kind in the same place, he took espe- 
cial care to avoid falling into the former error. His 
text was, ** He that hath pity on the poor lendeth unto 
the Lord, and that which he hath given, will he pay 
him again." The Dean, after repeating the text in a 
more than commonly emphatical tone, added, **^ov, 
my Moved friends, we bear the terms of the lom^ -if 
you like the security down with your dust.*' 
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THE RIGHT ROAD. 



■ 

A mtn pmed the PotomRc eastward, below Bladieiia- 
vrg, being defltined for that plmoe. Coming to the 
lain road, he turned to the right instead of the left, 
laving overtook a black man, and enquired whether 
e was on the right road to Bladensburg. *<Te8 
laasa, but turn your lovely head t'other way or you'll 
ever get there." ., 

CURRENCY. 

A drunken fellow carried a bible to pawn for a pint 
fgin, but the grocer would not take it. *< What tht 
evil,*' said the fellow, ** Will neither my word nor 
le ward of Qod pass current with you.'* 



TAWKIXTG. 

" Ton are always yawning," said a woman to her 
Dibwid. ** My dear," replied he, « the husband and 
ife are one, and when I am alone I grow weaxy " 



THE TAILOR. 

A tailor ^wn tired of the shop-board, took a bold 
ap from his seat into the pulpit, where he soon ac- 
oired great popularity. Elated with success , he at^ 
imptea to convert the dean of St. Patrick to the true 
ith. Accordin^y he introduced himself to Swift, say- 
g, « I have a commission from Heaven to teach you 
le true faith, which you have so long abused." " I be- 
9ve you," replied Swift, ** as you come to relieve the 
srplexed state of my mind at this very instant, you are 
ell acquainted no doubt with that passage in the 
evelation of St. John, where he describes a mighty 
ngel coming down from Heaven, with a rainbow on 
■ head, a book open in his hand, and setting his right 
lot upon the sea, and his left foot upon the «ix\![k. V 
Bi quite al a lorn to eaiculate the extent ot vqaS^ % 
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stride; but I know it immediately lies within thd line 
of your trade to tell me how many yards of cloth it 
would take to make a pair of hreeehee for that An- 
gel.'* The tailor's confusion could only be equalled 
by the precipitancy of his retreat. ' 



BISHOP OF SALISBURY. 

Sofrie years ago, a person requested permission of 
the Bishop of Salisbury, to fly from the top of the 
spire of that Cathedral.. The good Bishop with an 
anxious concern for the man's spiritual as well as tem- 
poral safety, told him he was very welcome to fly to the 
church, but he would "encourage no man to^y from it^ 



CIVIL .LIST. 

Mr. C. one day said to Lord Stuart, *< Now the war 
is over, won't you put your mustachios on the peace 
establishment ?" <* I don't know," replied he, *< but 
would advise you to put your tongue on the civil Ust,** 



NELSON. 

Lord Nelson when about eight years old, being 
on a visit to his aunt, went one day a bird's-nesting, 
and wandered so far that he did not return till long 
afler dark. The lady, who was much alarmed by his 
absence, rated him roundly, and among other things 
said, ** I wonder fear did not drive you!" "Fear," re- 
plied the boy, " / don't know him," 



FLTIira FISH. 

I bftd been many years absent, returned 

TJie old Ujdy was desirous to learn 

Ui her MQ had seen upon the mighty 

'WwMJiot believe in the ezistenoe ofjZy- 
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ingJUh. Jack said, <* Mayhap, mother, yon won't 
bcSiefe me, when I tell you, that when in the Red Sea, 
m heaving up the anchor, a large wheel was hanging 
upon one of its flukes. An old Grecian looked at it 
and discovered it to be one of Pharaoh's chariot 
wheels." <* I can believe that,*' cried the old lady, 
for we read of it in the bible, but never talk to me of 
flying fish." 



qUACK DOCTOR. 

A physician being asked the difierenoe between a 
regular physician and quack, replied: 

*< A monkey observing a butler drawing a jug of ale, 
wished to be an imitator, toithaut the capacity — he 
drew the spiggot from the barrel, but not knowing how 
to stop it again, let the ale all run out, while he mskod 
about in the greatest fear imaginable." 






▲If UPRIGHT JUlfOE. 



A person having an important suite to decide, sent 
two elegant silver flaggons to the Judge who was to pre- 
nde on the occasion. On receiving them, the Judge 
ordered a servant to fill them up with the best wine in 
his cellar and return them with his compliments. 



A rnxE MAif. 

When Sidney was in France, being one day hunting 
with the King, and mounted upon a beautiful hone, 
he received a message that his majesty would buy the 
horse at any price; he answered that he would not 
part with him; whereupon the king ordered the ani- 
mal to be seized and a large sum of money given to 
the owner ; which being made known to Si&ey, he 
idiot the steed dead, saying, ** he was born a free 
crtishirei he had served a free man, and should not 
he mastered by a King of slaves,'^ 
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WHO KNOWS WHSXX THE SHOE PINCHEi. 

A Roman being about to repudiate his wife, an en- 
raged kinsman asked, ** Is not your wife a sensible 
woman ? Is she not a handsome woman ? Has she 
not borne you five children ?" In answering which he 
slipped off his shoe, and asked, " Is not this a very 
handsome shoe ? Is it not nearly new ? Is it not well 
made? How then is it that you know not where.it 
pinches ?** . ' 



CONJUGAL Z.OyE. 

A person praising the affections of the widows of 
Malabar, who bum themselves on the funeral piles of 
their hufdband's memory, was told, that American wo- 
men burned before marriage for their first husband and 
efierwards for a second. 



GEORGE THE THISD, 

When John Adams was first presented to George the 
Third, as the minister/rom Rep^thlican America — the 
latter observed, " I was the last man .in the Kingdom, 
Sir, to consent to the Independence of America, but 
now it is granted, I shall be the last in the world to 
sanction an infringement on it." 



JOSEPH SECOND. 

An old Austrian officer, who had but a small pen- 
sion, waited on the Emperor entreating his compas- 
sion, adding that he had ten children alive. Joseph, 
anxious to know the truth of this affair, went to the 
officer^s house in disgon|f^ijjhghMld of ten found 
eleven children. ''JSlH^^IB^ "It's a poor 
orphan," replied ttoltdllHHipTtook to my house 
firom motives of ^^MflnlB^^ good Prince iramedi- 
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rO&OBTrXJLHEBB. 

A akndiora gentleman the morning after hit weddingi, 
arooa from his bed sooner than mi^t have been expect'-* 
«dy auJ met his secretary, who wished he might have^ 
mai^ Years happiness with his lady. *' My lady,** re- 
plied he, " indeed I forgot her,'* and he immedi- 
ately letmned to bed in oi3er to atone to his rib for 
apparent neglect. 



DEBTOR AND CREDITOR. 

A tradesman calling upon a certam would-be impor- 
tant character for payment of a bill, was told by him— 
** I think you an honest fellow. — Go home and mind 
your business and don*t lose time in attempting to oolr 
- lect a hopeless debt. — ^As for my other creditors, they 
are a set of rascals for whom I have no regard, and 
they may come as often as they please.** 



^ LORD JERSET. 

A merry fellow put a number of ram's horns into a 
basket, and went about, crying ** New Fruit." Lord 
Jersey hearing the noise, asked the man to show him 
the fruit, and upon seeing it, asked him, *' Who the 
devil will buy ram's horns ?" To which the fellow re- 
plied, " J[f you are provided, I may meet others toko 
are not** 



CZAR PETER. 

When Peter was in Holland, he heard of a man who 
had been thrice tortured in vain, to give up the names 
of his associates in a certain transaction. Curiosity led 
the Russian Monarch to the cell where this man was 
confined, and to inquire of the prisoner ** why he didiMA. 
1^ up the names of the persons^** VTheievi^xi t\i^ 
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. prisoner asked the Czar if he could keep a secret ? 
V- ■ . c< Y0g^» guid he. ** And so can I," quoth the prisoner* 

^ barber's sign. 

i A thirsty fellow went into a barber's shop to be sha 
■,."■' nred, and aflor his beard was taken off^ he presented 
the barber with a penny and asked for something to 
drink. " I do not keep a bar-room," replied the siha- 
ver. ** It is printed on your sign," said the customer, 
** What do you think, I shave for a penny and give 
something to drink.** "That's a new reading," re- 
torted the barber, I read the sign thus: " What! 
Do you think I shave for a penny and give something 
todnnk." 



VICAR or BRAT. 

The Vicar of Bray changed his religion several times 
to promote his own ambition. When asked the reason 
why he did so, he answered, I cannot help* that; but if 
I changed my religion, I am sure I kept true tg my 
principle, which is to live and die Vicar of Bray 



A CARDINAL. 

When Cardinal De Monte was elected Pope, before 
the conclave, he bestowed a hat upon^ servant whdae 
chief merit consisted in the daily attentions he paid to 
his holiness* monkey. 



TECHNICAL WIT. 

A gentleman in a Stage Coach, passing throiu^ the 
city of B — , and observing a handsome edifio*, mquir* 
ed of the driver what buil£ng it was ? The dfifvr im- 
plied it is the Unitarian Church. Unitarian! |li|^tiM 
gentleman — aqd what is that ? I don't know, i^mo- 
hu, but I believe it is an oppontion I ^^ 
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CORNELIUS AG&IPPA. 



Ck>nielii]s Agrippa was necessitated to fly his country 
and the enjojmients of a rich income merely for having 
displayed a few philosophical experiments, whi^ now 
many school boys can perform. The people beheld him 
as an object of horror, and not unfrequently, when he 
walked in the streets, he found them empty at his ap- 
proach. 



MAGNA CHARTA. 

Sir Robert Cotton having one day discovered that a 
man held in his hand ready to cut for meak^res, the 
original Magna Charta, with all its appendages of 
aeals and signatures, bought this singular curiosity for 
a trifle, and recovered, in this manner what had long 
been given over for lost. 



THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS. 

St. Jerome and other Fathers of the Church, call 
the five books 'of Moses, the Law, because of Deu- 
teronomy, and the books of their Prophecies, the 
Prophets. All the other books are called Holy Wri* 
tinge* Hence the phrase of The Law and the Pro- 
phets,, is so frequently made use of in the New Tes- 
tament. 



CALVINISTIC CLERGYMAN. 

A Clergyman near Boston engaged a wag to buy 
some trees for him, who soon accomplished the order 
and returned to his employer with them. The Reve- 
rend gentleman, however, not liking the price, observed 
that hifl father did not give more than half as much in 
his day. ** You will please to recollect,'* replied the 
* wit» ** that the times have strangely altered woicie ^^'^ox 



^ 
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father departed from this world — during his life/ a fine 
fat parson with a nice bob-wig, was sat^ed with a hun- 
dred pounds per year salary, but now a days, a strip- 
ling green from College, will turn up his nose at three 



tunes as much. 

# 



SHAKBPEABS. 



Shakespeare's imprudence obliged him to quit, the 
wool trade; after which he engaged with a company of 
actors; but disgusted with being anindi£forent perform- 
er, he turned author. 



ARITAVLT. 



Arnault made the following caustic retort to the Je- 
wiits. 

" I do not fear your pen, but your ** pen-kntfe.** 



OLD AGE. 



Socrates learned to play on musicalWnstruments in 
his old -age: Cato, at eighty, learned Greek. Plutarch 
at about the same age studied Latin, and Franklin 
learned to speak French towards the close of .life. 



DR. JOHNSOir. 



A lady asked Dr. Johnson why he was not invited tolj 
dine at the tables of the great. ** Because,** said he, 
** Great lords and ladies do not like to have their j 
mouths stopped.'* 



COFFEE. 



A Prior of a Monastery in Arabia, where Coflbe 
grows, baring remarked that the Goats who ate of it 
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were brisk and alert, determined that his Monks who 
were lethargic, should use it. — ^The experiment proved 
auccessful. Hence the general use of Cofiee. 



When Nat Lee was confined in Bedlam, a bad poet 
told him, " it was easy to write like a mad man." 
*' No," said Lee, ** it is very difficult to write like a 
madman, but it is very easy to write like a fool." 



PRINCIPAL. 

A gentleman passing through one of the public offi- 
ces, was ai&onted by some clerks, and was advised to 
complain to the principal, which he did thus: — * I have 
been abused here by some of the rascals of this place, 
and I come to acquaint you of it, as I understand you 
are the principal.' 



THE CHASE. 

In a letter from Mr. Brune to Mr. Rawlins, June 14th, 
1786, in the Bodelein collection, he states, that one 
Mr. Vernon, followed a butterfly nine miles before he 
could catch it. 



CURRAir. 

During Curran's last illness, his physician observed 
that he iseemed to cough with more difficultv, he an- 
aweied, < That is rather surprising, as I have been 
practising all night.' 



SELLING UNDER PRIME COST. 

A lady seeing at the window of a linen dta^vt^ ^\ia 
had not bam hug in business, that very common Vax^ «iKa 
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foods of this shop sellhig under prime cost, stepped 
into a friend's, who happened to live within two or three 
doors, and inquired whether he thought his neighbour 
was really selling under prime cost, and would let her 
have any good bargains ? — *As to bargains,' replied her 
friend, * I really am at a loss to answer; but with res- 
pect to selling under prime cost, that I can positively 
assure you must be impossible, for to my certain know- 
ledge he has never paid a single farthing for any thing 
he has in his shop. ' 



AX ARTIST. 

Alonzo Cano, a Spanish artist, when a priest pre- 
sented to him a crucifix badly executed, turned his eyes 
away and refused to look at it; but when one of good 
workmanship was brought to him, he devoutly em^ 
braced it ana expired. 



RULING PASSION. 

Henry Beaufort, cardinal of Winchester, who was 
extremely rich, cried out upon his death bed — ** Will 
not death be hired ? Will money do nothing ? Must I 
die that have such great riches ? If the whole realm of 
England would save my life, I am able, either by poli- 
cy to get it, or by riches to buy it." 



XTIQUETTS. 

/he commander of a Portuguese fort, seated under a 
splendid canopy, in a richly ornamented saloon, receiv- 
ed an African envoy whom he did not invite to sit down. 
The envoy made a sign — Instantly two of his slaves 
placed their hands upon the floor, the back of which 
served him for a seat. " Your king,"^ said the com- 
mander ** is he as powerful as our king ?*' ** My king,'* 
replied the negro, - ** has a hundred servants like the 
king of Portugal, a thousand like thee, wad one like 
me, ** and inatantly departed. 
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THE BITER BIT. 



A yoimg and respectable woman in England 8wal« 
towed a dose of poison, which proved fatal — not, how- 
ever, with the intent to destroy herself, but only to 
alarm her husband, with a view of exciting him to 
greater afifection. 



A MAirUFACTURED ARTICLE. 

Mr. Huskisson during his late speech in Parliament, 
on the reduction of duties on certain articles, memion* 
ed the following laughable fact. 

** A friend of his having [imported a mummy three 
thousand years old, the custom house could not call it 
a raw material, so aAer much debate they voted it a 
manufactured article. It was valued at 400/, and be- 
ing pronounced a manufactured article, he had to pay 
200/ or 60 per cent duty upon it." 



WIT OR MAID. 

The book of Helvetius De PEsprit, and Voltaire's 
poem of La Pucelle d'Orleans, were prohibited in 
Switzerland at the same time. A magistrate of Berne» 
after a strict search for those two works, wrote the sen- 
ate, — ** we have not found in the whole province ei* 
Aer wit or maid." 



GARRICK. ' 

Garrick, performing a king in a new piece in which 
the principal incident was similar to Lear's abdication 
of tne throne in favour of his daughters — ^when he 
came to the passage, ** And now I Mvide this crown 
between you** (his two daughters,) a fellow in the |>it, 
cried out, •* that* 8 just half a crown a-piece,** An in 
CMMiit laugh prevailed, and another fiyllabVA toraXdk'onX 
bo h&ud danng the remainder of the iepT«i«a\»Aa«nu 
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A qUALiriCATION FOR A WIFB. 

A certain king who had sent an ambassador to 
negociate a match for his son, was told that his in- 
tended daughter->in-law was beautiful, and although she 
did not possess much refinement, would probably bear 
children. " That is sufficient," replied the monarch, 
** I think that women have learned enough when they 
know the difierence between their husband's waist- 
coat and his breeches." 



LE PSRE ARRXXJS. 

Le Pere Arrias said — ^when Le Pere Bourdaloue 
preached at Rouen, the tradesmen forsook their work- 
shops, the lawyers their clients, the physicians their 
sick, but when I preached there the following year, I 
set all things right — every man minded hia own busu 
nets. 



ZENOPHANES. 

Tliis o)d Sage was far from letting a false modesty 
lead him' into crimes and indiscretion, when he was up- 
braided and called timorous ^ because *he would not 
venture his money at a gfune of dice. ** I confess,** 
said he ** that I am exceedingly ttmorous, for I dare 
not do an ill thing*** 



NOT A TORT BUT A LIBERTINE. 

A lady, whose husband held an office in the early 

part of the American revolution, and' who was mucn 

more remarkable for the beauty of her person than the 

brilliancy of her mind, being in company with a nvaoh 

ber of her own pax, the state of the times became the 

topic o/* conversation, when one of them hinted, that 

the lady*$ husband was suspected to be in the tory lo- 

^nrest: abe immediately contradictodilNn\!lEift««lt9tr- 
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it, asserting, that * She knew, and all the neighbours 
knew, and many of them could not but know, that 
her husband was one of the greatest libertines in all 
that part of the country.' 



HEROIC BOT. 

At the battle of Ramsour's Mill, when Capt. Falls 
received a mortal wound , and fell, his son, a youth of 
fourteen, rushed to the body, when the man who shot 
him was beginning to plunder it, and regardless of his 
opponent's strength, snatched up his father's sword, and 
laid him dead at his parent's feet. 



pope's seats. 

New made Popes were formerly seated on a chair 
with a hole in it, from whence they threw money to 
the people. The design of this delicate throne, was to 
intimate to the newly elected Pope, that he'Vas sub- 
ject to the calls of nature like other men. 



abbe l'epee. 

I 

The Russian ambassador at Paris made the Abbe de 
I'Epee a visit in 1780 and oflfered him a considerable sum 
of money as the munificence of the Empress. This the 
Abbe declined, saying, " he received gold from no one, 
but if the Empress would send him a deaf and dumb 
person to educate, he would consider it a more flatter- 
mg mark of distinction." 



A TENDER WISH. 

A Begffar in Dublin had for a long time been beaieg- 
ing an old gouty, testy gentleman who refused his mite 
^ with much irritability; on which the mendicant 8aid« 
. " Ah, ^ase your honor, / wish your Heart wai oa 
\ ^ ^tender qb your toe$. " 
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THOMAS BLRINOTOK. 



When the Distressed Mother was first performed in 
Dublin, Elring^on acted Orestes so very naturally, that 
it had a dreadful eflfect on a musician in the Orchestra 
— ^he caught the infection of Orestes' madness and was 
removed from the play house to the madhouse, where 
he soon after died. 



BIXTUS THE FIFTH. 

When Sixtus the fifth aspifed to the Popedom he 
counterfeited old age for fifteen years: During the con- 
clave assembled to elect a new Pope, he leaned upon 
a crutch and appeared remarkably infirm. His plan 
took so well that the Cardinals elected him, expecting 
that he would die soon. But shortly after his election 
he performed the miracle of his own cure." 



POLISH MONARCH. 

A Polish monarch left his companions when hunting 
and a few dB.yB after was seen working as a porter. 
When asked the reason of this strange conduct, he re- 
plied, ** "{he load 1 have quitted is heavier than the one 
I carry. I have slept more the last four nights than I 
did during my reign. I now live and am king of my- 
self. Elect whom you choose. It were madness for 
me to return to court," 



A BLUNDERING FOOTPAD. 

Gilbert Burnet after having beei robbed of his 
watch and purse by a footpad, was obliged to exchange 
coats with him as the thief took a strange fancy to his. 
Not long after. Bishop Burnet put his hand into one 
of the pockets of the robber's coat where he (bund hm 
watch and purse, and in the other a Considerable. qnan- 
tjtjr of gold. 



^ 
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8PAMI8H XTiqUXTTB. 



A Spanish aoldier who enteredHhe apartment of the 
king's sister and caved her from the flames, was tried 
and condemned to die for intruding upon her. The 
Princess, however, eandeaeentkd, in consideration of 
the circumstances to pardon the ofiender, and very &«-/ 
nevolently saved his life. 



DANCING. 



An old nobleman thought that grief might be dissipa- 
ted by dancing — ^upon the death of Prince George 
lark, he demanded an audience of the Queen 
ler to preserve her health by dancing. 




/ DR. JOHN BULL. 

Dr. John Bull was a professor of Music — a musician 
showed John a song he had composed in forty parts, 
and defied all the world to add another part to the 
composition, but upon the Englishman's adding forty 
parts more to it in three hours, the Frenchman swore 
he must be either the Devil or John Bull. Henca 
the words John Bull have been applied to England. 



YORKSHIRE. 

A Yorkahire boy asked a gentleman for some salt 
who gave it him and mquired, ** why he wanted it.*' 
** Perhaps," said the boy, <*you may give me an egg 
and I wish to be ready to eat it." ** Then take an 
egg," replied the gentleman, *' Are there not many 
horse stealers in Yorkshire ?" ** My father," quoth the 
boy, " is a Yorkshireman, and is thought to be an 
honest man, but would no mere mind stealinff a horse, 
than I would drinking your ale," (tumijig the gentle- 
man's ale down hki throat at the same time.) *' That 
will ia, I see you are Yorkshire." 



^^■' 
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CAJLTiN. 



Calvm'f adversaries are never other than kiiavM» hi- 
natics, drunkards and aasaasine! By him Catholic md 
Lutheran are alike hated. . 



BTRON. 

« What must I do," said the Hon. J. W. Ward to 
Lord Byron, "What must I do to he re-whigged." 
** You must first be re-warded," replied thue noble poet. 



MABTIir I.UTHXR* 

* A upon 

Martin Luther, says, '< the Papists are all-g^ pjn,^ 

will always remain asses. Put them i^]^ expectin<^ 

you choose, boiled, roasted, baked, friea^ j^^ ^» tfeat» 

hashed, they are always the same esses.'' 



>>' 



BSZA. 



Beza, the disciple of Calvin, declares Polyphemus an 
ass, a great ass who is distinguished fiom other asses by 
wearing a hat; an ass on two feet; a monster cdbiposed 
of part of an ass and wild ass; a villam who merits 
hanging on the first tree we meet." 



n'Aquiir. 

D'Aqtiin the French king's physician, m his ICemoir 
on the prepaiation of Bark, takes ManHiaa, which is 
^he title to the History of Plants, by Johnstone, for the 
name of an author, and who, he sayjs, is so extremely 
rare, that he only knows him by name! 



A boy who in term time picked a pocket, fled ii^ 
mde the bur for protection^ He was asked the raaalMi 
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of this Btrange conduct, and replied, that * in the mul' 
tUude ofeouruellon there m eafety,* 



TBAITKS. 

it mMiB in the Harleian MSS. 1624, that RiMh 
worth ue author of * Historica] Collectionfly' paaaed 
the last years of his life in jail, where indeed he died: 
after the restoration, when he presented to . the Khig 
seferal of the privy council's books, which he preserv- 
ed fhim ndn ne received for his only rewud, the 
ihmUu ef kit nugesttf ! 



BOTCB. 

Bojoe, whose poem on Creation ranks high in the 
poetic scale, was absolutely famished, to death; and 
wai found in a garret with a blanket thrown over 
his sfaouIderB fiutened with a skewer, and a pen in his 



LAW. 

A wealthy fiuraer in the state of New-Tork, having 
been sued by Mr. Havens, wrote the following dam- 
cal eiMStle to his attorney, 

««Bsq. •*♦♦♦*♦ Sur if the sute of JSeooen's goes agin 
me i want you to kerry it up to a higher eorie for God 
knows I dmit owe him one cent.** 



BEVOXiUTXOITART. 

One day in the middle of winter. General Greene, 
when passing a sentinel who was barefooted, said, *' I 
fttr, my goM fellow, you suffer much from the severe 
odU.*' " Yeiy much,** was the reply, *' but I do not 
oemlain. I luiow I should fare better, had our gene- 
zal tne nans of getting supplies. They say, hoBfiVQt^ 



in a fern days, we shall have a fight* axA 
dwU tako oiie to secme a pair of ehoes.** 

WULi Ui 7 
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TH£ RETORT. 



Mr. Colt, superintondaiit of the canal at Fort Stan- 
wix, being provoked at an Irishman, gave him a sturdy 
Kick. < By St. Patrick,' retorted the Hibernian, * if 
you kick so while you are a Colt, what will you do, 
when you come to be a Horse.* 



DR. HOWARD. 

Dr. Howard chaplain to the last Princess Dowager 
of Wales, folding himself much in arrears to many of 
his trading parisfioners, preached a sermon from the fol- 
lowing text: « Have patience and I will pay ye all." 
He expatiated at length on the advantage of paHenee. 
*< And now my brethren,*' said he " I come to the se- 
cond part of my discourse, which is, and and I will pay 
ye all: but that I shall defer to a future opportunity,' 



>• 



JUDICIAL PLEASANTRY. 

A lawyer was pleading before a Scotch Judge.—- 
Happening to h&^e & client, a female defender in the 
action of the, name of Tickle, he commenced his speech 
in the following humorous strain — " Tickle, my client, 
the defendant, my Lord." The audience amused with 
the oddity of the speech, were almost drawivinto hys- 
terics of laughter, by the Judge replying, " Tickle her 
yourself Harry, you are as well able to do it as L" 



LAW. 

Home Tooke used to say, that law in his opinion, 

ought not to be a luxury for the rich, but a remedy for 

the poorl When told that the courts of justice were 

opewto alJ, he replied, so is the London Tavern to 

Bach BB can pay for enteitaimaenfc 
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AN ATHSI8T 



An AthdfCical fellow daring a storm at sea, oon* 
dnded a prayer with the following' words. " O Lord I 
bJh ee ch thee to hear my prayer at this time, for thoo 
knowest that I trouble thee but seldom.'* 



DRINKINO HEALTHS. 



Lord Bacon, on being asked to drink the King's 
health, replied, that he would drink for hU own health 
mod pray for that of the King." 



INSURANCE. 

Miss M , a young heiress of considerable personal 

attractions, chanced to be seated the other evening, 
at a dinner party, next to a gentleman remarkable in 
the fashionable circles for the brilliancy of his wit, who 
had long made one in the train of her admirers. The 
conversation turning on the uncertainty of life, '* I 
mean to insure mine," said the young lady archly, " in 
the Hope,'* «* In the hope of what ?" said her admi- 
rer; ** a single life is hardly worth insuring; I propose 
that we should insure our lives together, and if you 
have no objection I should prefer the Alliance." 



BISHOP LATIMER. 

Latimer in one of his sermons, says, " Now ye have 
heard what is meant by the first card and what ye ought 
to play: I propose again to deal unto you another card 
of the same suit; for they may be of so high affinity, 
that the one cannot be well played without the other." 



ADAM. 

An andant writer infonna us that Adam VaA «k dora^ 
thbady^: the female porta joined at the d(io^^«cai 



their countenances' turned from each other. And this 
he proved by Moses sajiog— ^ S<> God created man in 
his image, male and female created he them, and he 
called their name Adam.' ^dam being soKtaiy, cut 
himself in two and found himself fitted for procieatioii. 



MR. LOOKT7P. 

Mr. Lookup had a strong propensity for play and of- 
ten won money from lord Chesterfield. After having 
beat his lordship several times at billiards, he asked 
how many the nobleman would give hkn i he put sl 
patch on one eye; lord Chester&ld gave hkn five and 
Lookup beat him several times in succession. At 
length his lordship said, ** Lookup, I think you play as 
well with one eye as two." " I dont wonder at it," 
replied Lookup, ** for I have seen only out of one eye 
for ten years.'* With the money lie won on the oe- 
casion, he bought some houses at Bath and named 
them Chesterfield Row. 



CAPTAIN GEE. 

When Marion's brigade was engaged hi the batt]« 
of Eutau, Capt. Gee was supposed to be mortally 
wounded. A ball passed through the cock of his hat, 
very much tearing the crown, and also his head. He 
lay for many hours insensible; but suddenly reviving, 
his first inquiry was after his hat; which being brought 
to him, a fr'-end at the same time lamenting the man- 
gled state of his head, he exclaimed, " Oh, I care noth- 
ing about my head: time and the doctors will mend 
that: but it grieves me to thmk that the rascifids have 
ruined my new hat forever." 



VAIN MSN. 

Dr^arr and lord Erskine are said to have been the 

vaJneWmen of their times. At a dinner. Dr. Parr, m 

extAtica with the conversational poYreis of lord Enkine^ 



called out to him though his junior — " My lord I mean 
to write your epitaph." " Dr. Parr," replied the noblo 
lawyer, " it is a temptation to commit suicide.'* 



A PAINTED ANGEL. 

«* Why did you not admire my daughter?" said the 
Lady Archer to a gentleman. " Because," said he *< I 
am actually no judge of painting," ** But surely," 
rejoined her ladyship, ** you never saw an angel that 
was not painted." 



MR. BURKE. 

At a time when Mr. Burke rose in the house of 
Commons, with a large bundle of papers in his hand, a 
rough-hewn country gentleman, who had more ear per- 
haps, for the melody of hounds than for political dis- 
cussion, exclaimed with something of a look of despair, 
« I hope the Honourable Gentleman does not mean to 
read that large bundle of papers, and bore us with a 
long speech into the bargain." Mr. B. was so swollen, 
or rather so nearly suffocated with rage, that, utterly 
incapable of utterance, he ran out of the house 
" Never before," said the facetious George Selwyn, 
who told the stqry with great efiect, « did I see the fa- 
ble realized, a lion put to flight by the braying of an ass." 

HONEST CONFESSION. 

A clergyman catechising the youth of his parish, put 
tiie first question from the catechism of Heidelberg to 
a girl, * What is your only consolation in life and in 
death ?* The poor girl smiled, but did not answer. The 
priest insisted, — * Well, then, (said she) since I must 
tell, it is the young shoemaker of Agneauz-street.' 



SPECULATION. 

A capitalist being asked what he thought of the 
•peculatians now a£at, replied, <* They are likAi%coVl 
bath, to derive any benefit from which^iSAftcttiMXl ^A 
be VW7 qaiok tjt uad very soon ot*t." 

roL, n, * 7* 



79 



EKTORT. 



In 1798, when a -war with France wai abated, <m 

account of the conduct of that country to the Dotdi, a 

gentleman in company said, impetuously, *< Damn the 

. Dutch, bum their towns.'* *< Rather,*^ replied a lady, 

** fii»-dam them, anid sink them." 



AN irishman's RKPLT. 

Lord St. John being some time ago in want of a ser 
vant, an Irishman ofiered his service, but being asked 
what countryman he was, answered an Englishman. — 
< Where was you bom ?* said his l<H'dship. * In Ireland 
an' plaze your worship,' said the man. * How then 
can you be an En^ishman ?' said his lordship. * My 
lord,' replied the man, < sposen I was bom in a stable, 
that's no razen I should be a horse.' 



HONOURABLE DESCENT. 

A newly imported cockney tourist lately requested a 
gentleman of Philadelphia to give him letters of intro- 
duction to some foreigners in New York, with whom 
Jie might associate without degradation-Hsome who had 
" descended from great hotues,** &c. The courteous 
American readily complied with his request, and the 
cockney was yesterday formally introduced to three 
Irish hod-men, while they were in the very act of de^ 
teending from a "great house" in . Broadway. The 
traveller's mortification was highly relished by the hon- 
est Hibernians. 



A TRUE KING. 

When Dr. Franklin applied to the King of Prussia to 

JendJvB assistance to America, « Pray Doctor," layt 

the veteran, *' what is the object you meaa Co attain." 

" Liberty, Sire," repUed ^ vVSbM<^^% *< mmrtyl 
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tlMit fifffjom wblch is the birthii^ht of all men.'* The 
King alter a short pause made tlus memorable answer; 
** I was bom a prince, I am become a king, and I will 
BfOt use t&e power I possess to the ruin of my own 
tradku" 



TWO OF A MIND. 

A lady and gentleman disputing 'upon a subject the 
lady testily remarked, « Sir, we cannot agree in any 
Ihmg." " Tou are wrong, madam," said he ** If you 
■hoold go into a room in which there were but two 
beds, a woman in one and a man in the other, with 
whom would you sleep." « With the woman," replied 
the lady. " So would I," the gentleman replied. 



A RETORT. 

At a fashionable whist party, a lady having won a 
rubber of 20 guineas, the gentleman who was her op- 
ponent pulled out his pocket book and tendered her 
912i in bank notes. The fair gamester observed with a 
diidainiul toss of her head, *< In the great houses which 
I frequent, sir, we always use gold." « That may be, 
aiadam," rephed the gentleman, <* but in all the littla 
liauses which I frequent, we always use paper." 



MIDWIFERY. 

General Burgoyne told General Gates, that he was 
fitter for a mi&nfe than a general. « True," said 
O, " Jhaoe safely delivered you of 7000 men,** 



PENANCE. 

When old Pfir was brought from Shropshire by lord 
Arandel, and introduced to Charles the first,, both kin|{ 
and queen were, from the untoward ttUuitioii ol ^DD»a 

~ ' is a very eerious fraine of mVnd\ iIYa Q29Mi&% 
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looking at him with mat eamestneasy-asked him what 
he haa done more in his long life, than men who had 
not lived half his time. ** May it please yom: majesty,** 
replied he, « I did penance for a bastard child in Ab- 
berbury chmrch, when I was above a hmidred years 
old." 



AN apprentice's answer. 

A mechanic, who kept a nmnber of apprentices, 
whose wife was not possessed of the beauty of Helen, 
was very strict in meal time devotion. It happened 
one day at dinner time, that the husband was absent: 
the lady looking round and seeing no one at the table 
to say grape, she thus addressed herself to the oldest ap- 
prentice: " John, since your master is absent, I believe 
you must supply his place." *< I thank you madam," 
says John, ** I had rather sleep with the boys." 



TENDER FEELING. 

Sterne *s maid servant *^ asked her master's leave to 
go to a public execution. Soon after she set off, she 
returned blubbering and all in tears. On her master 
asking her the cause of her grief, and why she cried, 
she answered, " because she had lost her labour, for 
before she reached the gallows, the man was re- 
prieved." 



THE REBEli FLOWER. 

A British officer, noted for inhumanity and oppres- 
sion, meeting Mrs,. Charles Elliot in. a garden adorned 
with a great variety of flowers, asked the name of the 
Chamomile, which seemed to flourish with remarkable 
luxuriance. ** That is the rebel flower,'' she replied, 
** The rebel flower!" rejoined the officer, why did it re- 
ceJve that name ?" " Because," answered the lady, « it 
thiivea moat, when most trampled on,'* 
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▲ GOOD MOTTO. 



After the death of Nelson, Enghdi ladies were fond 
of wearing the Trafalgar garter, on which was inscribed 
the memorable signal, ** England expects every man 
wiU do his duty." 



A PRIVT COXrNSEZiZiOR. 

The floor of a necessary having given way and let 
C R. Busbe, solicitor general of Ireland, into the vault 
— Cunran addressed a note to him: « The Right Honor- 
able, &c*' Mr. B. a few days afler asked Mr. G. why he 
had thus directed the note. ** Why," replied he, ** be- 
cansa I heard you had been made a Privy Counsellor." 



A WET NURSE. 

A girl about 15 years of age applied for the situation 
of a wet nurse to a certain lady in Boston, who ex- 
prewed her astonishment that she should be qualified 
for the situation. « Madam," said the girl, « I never 
was a w^t nurse, but I can soon learn to be one." 



FEMALE LOQUACITY. 

A firiar when preaching in a nunnery, observed to 
Ibmale auditors, ** be not too proud, that our 
blessed Lord paid your sex the distinguished honour 
of appearing first to a female after the resurrection; 
farii wa$ dime that the glad tidings might spread 
the §99§^r.** 



GRACE. 

Dr. FraDklin, when a child, found the long graces 
~ by his father before and ailer meals ver; \Ad\Qiv)a\ 
OM dagr ilWr the friofer's provisionB had \>e«ik imXx^^ 
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** I think father,*' said Benjamin, ** if jou were to saj 
Oraee over the whole cask once fer all— it would he 
a vast saving of time." 



SHATIirO A MONKET. 

A would-be wit, aaked a barber's boy if he had ever 
shaved a monkey. « No," said the boy, ** but if yoa 
will ti^e a seat, I will try." 



ALL ALIKE. 

Col. Ethan Allen, after observing of himself and his 
six brothers, that there were never seven such bom of 
any woman," was told, " that Mary Magdalen was 
delivered of seven jtist like them,** 



MATHER BTLES. 

During the American Revolution Mr. Byles, under 
suspicion of being a Tory, was confined to his own 
house, and a guard was placed over him there for 
a week. A ' short time after another guard was 
placed over him and^ again dismissed. Upon this occa- 
sion the doctor observed with his usual cheerfulness, 
that he was guarded, reguarded and disregarded. 



A wife's tongue. 

A gentleman of Leeds, in his description of his 
eloped wife says, " bhe has a tongue that cuts like a 
razor." 



PALLS. 

A aezton in Salem advertised that he ** had B&nt$l 
mlk velvet palls, which he wouVd\>e ^ad V<^ kt." 
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THE DISCONSOLATE HUSBAKD. 

In prime of life, Tom lost his wife. 
Says Dick, to sooth his pain, 

•• Thy wife, I trow, has long ere now 
In Abra'm's bosom lain.** 

*< His fall forlorn with grief I mourn,*' 
The shrewd dissembler cries, 

*' For much I fear, by this sad tear. 
She'll scratch out Abra'm's eyes." 



THE ODDS. 

The bright bewitching Mary's eyes 
A thousand hearts have won. 

Whilst she, regardless of the prize. 
Securely keeps her own. 

Ah! what a dreadful girl are you. 

Who if you e'er design 
To make me happy, must undo 
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HOME. 

I've rov'd through many a weary round, 
I've wander'd East and West, 

Pleasure in every clime I've found. 
But sought in vain for rest. 

While Glory sighs for other spheres, 

I feel that one's too wide. 
And think the Home that love endears 

Were worth the world beside. 



EPITAPH ON A MR. PENNY. 

Reader, if cash thou art in want of «xvy » 

Dy kvt ket doep and thou wilt find— i^'P^oasiV 
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B0ILEA1X« 



Boileau used to say that the best epigrams ongmsted 
in conversation; and of all his owb he gave die prefer* 
ence to the following. 

' <* Here lies my wife, and heaven knows. 
Not more for mine, than her repose!'* 



ALLAir RAMSAT. 

This pleasing author of the pastoral comedy called 
" the Gentle Shepherd," wrote the following epigram 
on receiving an orange j&om the countess of Aboyne. 

« Now Priam's son, thou may'st be mute, ^ 
For I can proudly vie with thee^ 
Thou to the fairest gave the finrit. 
The fairest gave the firuit to me.** 



ON A BARBXR. 

So slow you do your work, you Uaey knaw, 
Another beard will grow wMe this you diare. 



DEAN SWIFT 

Having dined with a rich miser, proflMfimoed thtt fol* 
lowing grace alter dinner: — 

« Thanks for this miracle, it is no lesi 
Than finding manna in the wilderness. 
In midst of famine we have found leliaC 
And seen the wonders of a chine of beef; 
Chimneys have smok'd that never smolt'd before. 
And we have din*d, where we shall dine no more*'* 



EPIGRAM. 

Joe Spngktly on<» courted a beaatiful maid* 

She aaked ^* haTis you fona*d «k oonDfe^taLmVCMbil** 
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** Not yet," he replied, << but I have one in Tiew, 
*' For I hope to become sleeping partner to yon.** 



EXCUSE FOE NOT FIGHTING. 

«« What! you're afraid then ?" - " Yes Tom, you're 
I am afraid to sin, but not to %ht; [right. 

My country claims my service; but no law 
Bras me in folly's cause my sword to draw; 
I fear not man, nor devil, but tho' odd, 
I'm not ashamed to own I fear my God!" 



EPIGRAM. 

Old Olyster said, *' I do remember well. 

Five years ago, I sav'd two hundred lives!" 

« Good lack," quoth Pick-axe, ** I that year the bell 

Did toll for twice two hundred men and wfves*" 



NEAT COMPLIMENT. 

There scarcely ever was a finer compliment paid to 
a lady than that which was addressed by Dean Swift 
to a wife who was alwa3rs prying her husband. 

** Yoa alwa^ are making a god of your spouse. 
But that neither reason nor conscience allows; 
Perhaps you may think 'tis in gratitude due. 
And you adore him because he adores you. 
Tomr argument's weak, and so you wiU find, 
For^you, by this rule, must adore all mankind."' 



BREAKING THE ICE. 



Bniy Snip went to skait, when the ice being loose. 

He fell in; and was aav'd by good luck\ 

Cried tlM tailor, ** VU never moro leave my Kot goo%e% 

TonoetwBia ntum a oM duck,** 
rou //. 9 
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HOME. 



** Dear friend, of late joo seem to thun my door* 
To-morrow come, we dine exact at four."— 
« Well Dick, I'll come although your lady'a dBn 
Proves you are not at home and jret withm.*' 
No paradox is here— jdain sense decrees 
Man only is at home where he's at ease. 



LIGHTENING A SHIP. 

It blew a hard storm, and jn utmost confuBoon, 
The sailors all hurried to ^t absolution; ^ 

Which done, and the weight of the sins they eon* 

fess'd 
Transfeir'd, as they thought, fibm themselves to the 

priest. 
To lighten the ship and conclude the devotion. 
They toss'd the poor parson souse into the ocean. 



THE FORCE OF HABIT. 

Tom's fruitful spouse produc'd a yearly child. 
And he felt happy whilst the bantling smiled. 
Some years ago he join'd the martial train. 
And sought for laurels o'er the distant main; 
Tet such the force of habit, Nell, they say. 
Still bears her yearly child, thotigh Tom's away; 



SEADT PAT. 

" Pay me my money!" Robin cried -" 
To Richard, whom he quickly spied. 
And by the collar seiz'a the blade. 
Swearing he'd be that moment paid: 
Base Richard instant made reply, ' 
(And struck poor Robin in the eye,) 
" There's m^ own mark in ^Imdf and tpJUCe* 
A note of hand wod paid at tigki*** 



87 



A nmi wifiiwho lelt die horaewfaip's ■nut* 

Rmn to her fiulier, begg'd he*d take her pert; 

•* Whet kjonr fiuih ?" nid he: « come atate the case,** 

" I threw BOOM oofiee in my hoBband'a &oey 

For whkfa he beat me!" *« Beat you, did he! "alifii! 

He beat mj dtiftghter! xoondB! I'U beat Mtwift. 

If for aach ftnlta he gives my daughter pain. 

Come but his wife — ^Td beat her home again." 



A TRIFLING COKKECTIOV. 

^ m Tom, who held great contracts for the nation, 
" I*Ye made ten thousand pcmnds by specolation.** 
pries Charles, ** By speculation! you deceire me: 
Strike out the 9 indeed, and I'U believe thee." 



KXTEMPOKE. 

The comical Miss 

With her eye9 tells me jres. 

Bat her elbawt and tongue tell me nay^ 
Thus I'm kept in suspense 
With trouble inmiense. 

And am in a very sad way. 



ICORX, strauge akd weight. 

At a tavern one night, 

Measiears More, Strange and Wright, 
Met to drink and good thoughts to ezdiange; 

Says More, *' of us three 

The viiiole^town will agree. 
Then is only one knave, and that's 8tr4mge;** 

" Yes," said Strange (rather sore,) 
. ** Fm sore there is one More, 
^ moat terrible knave and a bite; 

Who cheated his mother, 
' Hie aster and brother;" 
«<0 JM," nplM Mora, « that k WHghL** 



\ 
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FRAIITT. 



« FraOty thy name is woman.*-' — Shakipeare, 

If Frailty's name is woman's self, 
A name which nature gave; 
Sm-e man must be the wealter elf. 
Still to be Frailty's slare ! 



Q,UID PRO Q,UO. 

A sprightly lady, young and fair. 
With arms all nude and neck all bare. 

At dinner near a Quaker sat; 
And feeling much disposed to joke, . 
In playful accents thus she spoke: 

" See friend, I toast thy broad-brimm'd hat." 
The Quaker smil'd and said, ** Thou know'st, 
I ne'er use healths, nor.give a toast. 

Else from thy challenge I'd not shrink. 
Inclined to please so kind a lass, 
I cheerfully would take a glass, 

And to thy absent * kerchief drink,* 
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ON THE PROPOSITION OF THE ENGLISH MINISTER 
TO LAY A TAX UPON BREECHES. 

*• This tax on our breeches," saidt trusty old Cit, 
** Pray how do you relish friend Sly ?*' 
** Very well," answer'd t'other," the minister's bit,'* 
" My wife wears the breeches, not I." 



LAWYERS 4ND CLIENTS^ , ^ 

Two lawyers when a knotty case was o'er. 
Shook hands and were as good friends as before; 
" Zounds," says the losing client, " how came jroo 
To be such friends who were such foes just now ?" 
" Thou fool," says one, « we lawyers tho' so keen. 
Like sheers, ne'er cut onrsdives, bat what's batwwmk'* 



A OKACS XXTBM90KK AT GUX'S TATSmV* 

" O teov! who blefls'd tlie loaTM and fidiM 
Look down upon these empty dishfn! 
J^ the aaiiie power these dishes fill, 
mom each of as — end curse old Gixj.." 



ON THE HOT WEATHSK. 



N Bud Tom to Ned, let's ghre a call 
On all our friends, for truly, 
Thii is the time, what might befall. 
They ean*t receive us eooUy! 



THE MEERT FELLOW. 



I langfa^ a would-be sapient cried. 
At eveiy one who lau^lis at me. 

Good Lord! a sneering friend replied. 
How Teiy mtoiy you must be. 



EPI6EAM. 



•« Ahw! I'm thirty," said the withering Sue. 
*< Indeed, sweet virgin, what you've said is true. 
For thirty yean I've heard you say, 
** Alas ! I'm thirty yean to day." 



AGED GALLAVTET. 

A gallant M gentleman by tiM name of Page, find- 
ing a young lady's glove at a watering place, present- 
•ah to her with the following words. 

** If from your glwe you take the letter O, 
Yomghit is Icve which I devote to thee:" 

To which the lady returned the following answer : 

•* If from your Page you take the letter P, 
Toar P0ge is a^e» and that won't do Ibr mt." 

TOL. II. 8* 
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THE DIFFBRBirCS. 



A priest, nHiO awhile at the ahar had tairied, . 
Awaiting a couple proelaim'd to be maiiied; 
Disgusted and teas'd by the lengthened delaj» 
'Tifi the last drop, of patience was oozing away^ 
Thuis ezclaim'd in a passion — ** Oh had I the power 
To unmarry again, folkswould keep to the hour " 



A HOPEFUL YOUTH. 

A man who saw his son quite handy 

Top off a glass of strong French brandy, 

*« Neddy,'* quoth he, " pray don't do so, ^ 

For liquor is your greatest foe." ' 

** But we are taught to love our fo<es," 

Quoth Ned, <* so father, here it goes." 



THE devil's choice. . 

** Honest Pat, if the Devil his choice had to make. 
Which of us two the first do you think he would take ?'* 
<* Why 'tis me, to be sure, he would cany away. 
Your honour, he knows, he could have any day." 



MODERN AMUSEMEITTS. 

Of the Amusements, of young men. Swift gires thtt 
following description. ' 

Gaming, talking, swearing, drinking. 

Hunting, shooting,— —>never thinking; 

Chattering nonsense all day long. 

Humming half an opera song; 

Choosing valuables, rings and jewels, - - 

Writing verses, fighting duels. 

Mincing words in conversation, 

Ridiculing all the nation, 

Admiring their own pretty faces. 

As if possessed . of all the graces ; 

And though no bigger tliaxLa xat, 

Peep/ng under eaoi girVa hat. 
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TH£ UOLT LOYSH. 



How lucky is yon dill j fop! 

Though ugly is the elf» 
He has no rival in his love. 

For why ? — ^He loves himself 



ON A FOP TURNED EPICUKB. 

Saving, you say, Jack Spendthrift grows. 
Because he's seen in shabbier clothes. 

But you mistake I tell ye. 
A selfish spendthrift still is Jack, 
And that which lately vamped his back. 

Now goes to gorge his belly. 



CONTRARIES PLEASE THE LADIKV 

A fool and knave i;v'ith different views. 

For Julia's hand apply; 
The knave to mend his fortune sues; 

The fool to please his eye. 

Ask you how Juftia will behave ? 

Depend on't for a rule, 
IT she's a fool, she'll wed the knave-* 

If she's a knavis, the fooL 



TOM'S WEDDING DAT. 

Keeping Tom's wedding day, his friends 

Boosed till their brains were addled. 

They drank his bridal day ! Tom sighed, 

That same day I was saddled," 
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XPITAPH ON AN IGNORANT SOT. 



FiT« letters his life and his deathrWiU «i?m«m% 
He Beue9 inevr A\ B. C. tnd h« dM qIl x. %. 



VSX OF lATTBAf. 

A ichoolmaBter wiote to a Imdy: 
How oomes H, this deliglitfal wMthar^ 
That U aad I can't dine together. 

She answered: 

My worthy friend it cannot 
U cannot come till after T. 



DR. JOHNSON. 

Dr. Johnson, to ridicule some falladons reasoning 
wrote the following ludicrous lines. 

If a man who turnips cries. 
Cry not when his father dies. 
It is a sign that he had rather 
Have a turnip than a father. 



LANDLADIES. 

Dick's landladies all ciying are. 
When Dick from lodgings goes away* 
Is he then, by them held so S^ar 7 
Why yes — ^for he forgets to pay* 



KIND OFFEK. 

** I'll follow thy fortune,** a termagant cneSt 
Whose extravagance caus'd all the e?il; 

** That were consolation," the husband repliet 
** For my fortune has go|ie to the deviL" 

THE MEERT MOURNER. 

Cries Ned to his neighbour, as onward they prost 
Conveying his wife to the place of long rest, 
" Tak^^ fieDi»9 1 beseech jam, a little more leiiimt 
For why would you make a toil o( % ^tainrs ?** 




MIKBIAOKB. 

Still Celia to ■ niTereiid Deuii 

" Wlittl reason can be pjao. 
Since maiiiase is a im\j thing. 

That they have none in b«sven." 
" They have," aayi he, " no womea 

She quick lelunia the jest, . 
" VoDMO there bth, bnt I'm B&BJd 

Tliey CBDnot find a piimt.*' 



Out of B church yard in DoreeUhiie, answered by * 
gentleman, on the widower's marrying again in ■ fort- 
nigh,'. 



For me deceas'd weep not my dear, 
I am not dead, bnt sleeping here, 
Vour tima will come, piepare to die. 
Wait but awhile, you'U follow I. 



I am not griev'd, my deaieat hfe. 
Sleep on — I've gV another wife. 
And therefore cannot come to thM 
For I muat go to bed lo she. 



Tom prais'd his friend, who cliang'd his stale. 

For bmding fast hinwelf to Kate 

In union so divine; 
" Wedlock's the end of life," he cried, 
" Too true, alas!" said Jack, and aghed, 

" "Twill be Iho end of mine," 
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■urtout on which occanon Mr. FemiAll imoMdiatol/ 
wrote: 

Dear Sir, joiir rartout, 
' Is a present to suit. 
While fortune to me is so sparing. 
It's been worn it is true. 
But your kindness makes new 
What can -ne'er lose its valoe from Warimg, 



THE BRUSH MAKXHS. 

Two brush maker$ who were thieving and contriv- 
ing to undersell each ofher, one day met and thus ac- 
costed one the other, who had still the iq>per hand: 
<< I steali the stuff to save my pelf. 
And then I makes them up myself. 
So cannot think, though oft I tiy. 
How you can cheaper sell thikn h** 
« ril tell you friend," the other sai^, 
« I steah my brushes read^ made!** 



DXCEPTIOIL 

So fair I thought your face and mind, 
I wondered much that half mankind 

Were not of wits bereaved: 
I've had you now three weeks to try. 
And wonder how the devil I 

Could be so much deceived. 



KLECTiozrxxRizro. 

'< By particular desire* * a fellow pronounced the fol- 
lowing couplet, extempore, on the election of a Hog 
Constable in Marshfield, Ms.: 

% I think it strange 

^lyith my weak brains, ~ 
T^The town should think it best, 
' To call a vote ^ 
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To choose a $hote. 
To govern all the rest 



THB TWO ROGUES. 



To rob the public two contractors come. 
One cheats in com the other cheats in nun; 
Who is the greater, if yoa can eiqplain. 
The rogue in spirit, or the rogue in grain ? 



ERRATA. 

In Philadelphia the whole edition of a Primer was 
published containing the following ludicrous mistake^ 
m consequence of the omission of the letter c: 

When the last trumpet soundeth. 
We shall not all die^ — 
But we shall all be (£)aAzrGED, 
In the twinkling of an eye. 



ANAGRAM. 

The following was' ibiind among the manuscripts of 
Wilram Oldys bj his executors. 

In word and Will i am a friend to you: 
And one finend'OLD is worth a hundred new. 



EPITAPR ON MR. MONDAY. 



Blessed 1>e the Sabbath day. 
But woe to worldly wealth— 
The week begins on Tuesday, 
For Monday's hang*d himself. 



PRAISE or A lady's GRAY HAIR. 

Tbaofjk Mge has chang'd thte— 4bU io ialki» ; 
fJovii thoe ne'er the worse; 
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For when he took thy golden hftir» 
He fiU'd with gold thy purse. 



lirrBRBN^B BETWEEK OWING AND PATINO 

** I'^ give you for your horsoj I yow. 

So much right down, and pay you now; ^ 

And let these witnesdes attest, . 

I pen/ BO much, and owe the rest." 

"lis done — the horse is led avray. — 

Ere long the seller asks more pay.— 

Quoth buyer, « Shr, close as a tick. 

To our agreement I will stick. 

By payingi 'twould be void you know; 

For if I pay, Fcannot owe.** 



THE OATH. 

/ 

<*|Do you," said Fanny, t'other day, 
" In earnest JovO me as you sa^r ? 
Or are these tender words applied 
Alike to fifly girls beside ?" 
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" Dear, cruel girl,^' cried I ** forbear. 

For by these cheny lips I swea r * 

She stop'd ine as tne oath I took, ' 

And said, ''^ You*ve sworn — now kin the book.'* 



FRIENDS TO UNION. 

Among the men what dire divisions rise. 
For " Union" one, and one ** jNo Uni<m" cries. 
Shame on the sex that such dispute began; 
Ladies are all for union' — ^to a man. 



EPITAPH. 



beneath Uiis stone, a lamp of clay, 
hies Arabella Young» 
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Who on the twenty-fourth of May 
Began to hold her tongue. 



EPIGRAM. 

'Poeta of old did Argus prize. 
Because he had an hundred eyes. 
But sure more praise to him is due. 
Who looks an hundred ways with two 



ROCHESTER. 

The Earl of Rochester meeting a student at Ozfovd, 
thna accosted him: 

" Pray, Mr. Student, can you tell 
Which is the nearest road to hell ?*' 

The other instantly retorted — 

<* Some say Woodstock, I say nay. 
For Roch»rter*s the nearest way. 
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THE WORLD. 



The hest of all worlds is that we live in. 
To lend— 4o spend — to invito — to give in; 
But to borrow, or beg, or to get a man's own« 
'TIS the very worst world that ever was known 



CONTRART TRADES. 

Throoffh Lincoln's Inn as Mordecai was ciying, 
" Om clothes! old clothes! clothes, clothes to aell! 
old clothes!*'. 

It ohano'd old Poundt, too, that way was prying. 
Wig on his pate and *' spectacles on nose.*' 

Beneath his arm was slung the trusty bag. 
The green depot ot master's brieu and speeches. 

Which made the Jew man cry, (a merry wa^^ 
<< Any old clothes to sell, 8hoea» baUvOe YnM^^QsiaV^ 
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** Thou fool of Hagar*8 oflbpring!" Pouncit cries, 
<< Thmk*st th<m I sell old clothes, thou worst of brutes 

Here on these papers cast thy sootj eyes; 
These papers, Israelite, are all new stitfs.'* 



THE WILL. 

Jerry dying intestate, his relatives claim'd. 

While his widow most vilely his mem*ry defam'd — 

*' What," she cried, " must I su£fer, because the curst 

knave 
Without making a will, is laid snug in the grave ?" 
"That's no wonder," says one "for 'tis very well 

known, 
'Since his marriage, poor man! he'd no wfll of his own.'* 



THE PREDICTIOK VEEIFIED. 



Cried Richard, (who knows all the signs of the air,) 
*' Here's a thunder storm coming as sure as my life.* * 
" How so," said his friend when the sky is so fair ? 
0, 1 knew I was right. Sir, for yonder's m/'wife!" 



« 



CHRISTIAN JEWS. 



The Jews, as we in sacred writ are told, 
To buy a God, gave Aaron all their gold— 
But Christians have become so wondrous odd. 
To heap up'gold will eveii -sell their God. 



THE LETTER CARRIER. 

A wag at the gallows who relished a jest. 
With a risible phiz thus the hangman address'd: 
*' Well Jack, I am going to visit the place 
Where your father is gone, and the rest of your race; 
*Tis a chance but I see him, and you, my good friend. 
May by me your respects to the family send.'* 
Keteb gravely repliod, as Y» fasitenAdlhA ^ine, 
**Ibeg leave to trovblt y<ru» Sir^ioUK a^^svi.^'* 



r 
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OK A GENTLEMAN 'b WEARING 8TAT8. 

And why not wear them? — tell me if you can: 
*Ti8 but the fair prerogative of man! 
Woman stole his rib; can you then condemn. 
That a mere whalebone he should steal from them? 
Tis strange that satire all the world bewitches: 
Men may wear stays — since women wear the breeches! 



THE FAIR EQUIVOQUE. 

As blooming Harriot moV'd along, 

The fairest of the beauteous throng. 

The beaux gaz*d on with admiration, 

Avow'd by many an exclamation! 

What form, what naivette! what grace! 

What roses deck her Grecian face! 

** Nay," D^hwood cries, ** that blooms not Harriot's, 

'Twas bought at Reynolds', Reeves' c^r Marriot's; 

And though you vow her face untainted, "^ 

I swear by G— her beauty's painted.*' 

The pending bet he soon reveal'd. 

Nor e'en the impious oath concealed^ 

Confus'd^— her cheek bore witness true, 

By turns the roses came and flow, 

•* Your bet," said she; " is rudely odd — 

But I am painted sir, by Q — ." 



EPITAPH. 

What thou art reading o'er my bones, 
I've often read on other stones; ^ 
And others soon shall read of thee. 
What thou art reading now of me. 



LYING. 

I do confess in many a sigh. 
My lips have breath'd you many a. \ift, 
Anj who, with such delights in iiiAW, 
Waafd-hge th»m^ for a lie or t^o \ 



Nay, look not thus .with brow reproving 
Lies are, my dear, the soul of loving: 
If half we tell the girls were true; 
If half we swear to think m do. 
Were aught but lying — ^bri|^t illusion! 
The world would be in'stranga confusioii. 

Moore. 



TH£ BARBSR AND THE CtOWN. 

A fellow of the downish breed 

Went to a barber's shop. 
And told, the tonsor to proceed 

His full grown hair to crop. 
The work was done; the clown he thought 

His beard had grown apace. 
So told the barber to cut short 

The hair from off his face. ^ 

The barber lathers him all o'er. 

His mouth stretch'd open wide; 
The barber cries, ** pray close the door» 

For I shall stand outside." 



TO BB LBT. 

A young lady who had been insulted by an old 
maid, .placarded the following lines on her door and 
windows: 

To be let, or be sold, for the term of her life, 
Elizabeth Hall, by the way of a wife. 
She's old and she's ugly, ill-natured and thin; 
For further particulars, inquire within. 



Q.UIN ^ND FOOTS. 

As Quin and Foote one day walk'd out 

To view the country round. 
In merry mood they chatting stood, 
^ " Hard by the village pound. 
Foote from his poke a shilling took. 
And said, ** 1*11 bet a penny. 
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In a short space, within this plaoe» 

I'll make this piece a guinea.** 
Upon the ^ound within the pound. 

The shilling soon was thrown; 
** Behold" said Foote, " the thing's made out. 

For there is one pound one." 
** I wonder not," says Quin, ** that thought 

Should in your head be found. 
Since that's the way your debts you pay. 

One shilling in the pound!" 



MADE UP BEAUTY. 

False rumps, false teeth, false hair, false faces, ' 
Alas! poor man! how hard thy case is; 
Instead of woman, heayenly woman's charms. 
To clasp cork — gum — wool — whalebone in his anu. 



E<iUALITT. 

I dream'd, that bury'd in my fellow clay. 

Close by a common beggar's side I lay; 

And as so mean a neighbour shock'd my pride. 

Thus like a corpse of consequence I cried; 

*' Scoundrel begone! and henceforth touch me not; 

More manners Team; and at a distance rot," 

" How scoundrel! in a haughtier tone," cried he;' 

'* Proud lump of dirt, I scorn thy words and thee. 

Here all are equal; now thy case is mine; ^ 

This is my rotting-place, and that is thine.'* 



CATS. 

The captain of a British frigate had a natural antijAi- 
thy to a cat. One of his sailors who had been ordered 
ft flogging, sa^ed his back by presenting to his comman* 
der me following petition- 
By your honour's command, 

A culprit I stand — 
An example to all the ship's crew« 
I am puiian'd and stript, 
9 
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And tondemnM to be whipt. 
And if I am flogg'd, *iM my due^ 

A cat I am told 

In abhorrence you hold — 
Tour honour's aversion is mine. 

If a cat with one tail 

Makes your stout heart to fail. 
Pray save me from one that has ninie. 



DRUNK OR SOBER. 

Friend Richard drunk, or sober, is 

A very different fellow; 
When sober he's a cautious quiz, . 

A pleasant chap when mellow. 
You ask me which <*'I should prefer ?** 

Depends upon the end; 
Sober, if for a siervant, sir^ 

But drunl^if for a friend. 



THE CHOICE OF A FRIEND 

Were I to choose a friend for life. 
That friend should be a modest wife; 
To whom I might with joy impart 
The tender feelings of my heart. 
With sueh a fHend I might with ease 
Sail over life's tempestuous seas. 
A passage with a friend like this 
Would make it smooth and fall of Bliss 



NEW BOOTS. 

*• The^e boots were never made for me 

«* They are too short by half; 

'* I want them long enough d'ye see, 

" To cover all the calf." 

« Why BIT,** said Last, with stifled laugh 

" To alter them I'll try; 

"But if they cover all the calf, 

" Tbejr must be six feet hi|^" 
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MATRIMOJCT. 



Thomas Basterd, Esq. Fellow of New College, 1688, 
wrote the following epigram on his three wives: 

Though marriage by some folk is reckoned a carse. 
Three wives I did marry, for better for worse; 
The first for her person — ^the next for her purse — 
The third for a warming pan, doctress and nurse. 

The above reminds us of a clergyman whose first 
wife was immensely rich, his second was exquisitely 
beautiful; and his third, whom he married in his old 
age; to nurse and comfort him in the decline of life, 
proved to have a-most ungovernable temper. He ob- 
served to one of his friends, that he had three Y/vftB, 
the world, the flesh, and the devil. 



JEU d'esprit. 

The stamp duties on receipts was first imposed do* 
ring the celebrated Coalition Administration; which 
gave occasion for the following ieu d^etprit, at the 
ime generally attributed to Sheridan: 

•« I would,*' says Fox, " a tax dense. 

That shall not fall on me;'* 
** Then tax receipts," Lord North replies. 

For those you never see.** 



THE CHAIN OF GOVERNMENT. 

When Belzebub first to make mischief began. 
He the woman attack'd, and she gull'd the poor man» 
This Moses asserts, and from hence would infer. 
That V)oman rules man, and the devil rules her. 



EPIGRAM. 

** Vat is one rout ?** a Frenchman ihx» inquired— 
A rout ? A party at which folks get tired. 



Ah! by my fait! Ye have dese paxtieia Um\ 
l>e tovt vet fagg*d me iiMMU»vejiilf%\«c\n«^ 
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ON A OENTLBMAN WHO MARRIED HIS MISTRESS 

God's noblest works are honest men. 

Says Pope's instructive line. 
To make an honest woman then. 

Must surely be divine. 



REPARTEE. 

Charles to the altar led the lovely Jane, 
Then to. her father's house retum'd again; 
Where to convey them on their wedding tour. 
Already stood a landaulet and four. 
When lo! the gath'nng clouds at once descend. 
Cloud rolls on cloud, and warring winds contend 
This moves him not, but in he hands his bride. 
Then seats himself enraptur'd by her side; 
And thus to cheer the fair, he quick begun: 
** I hope we soon shall have a little sun,** 
But she, to whom the weather gave no pain,* 
Who heeded not the clouds nor pattering rain. 
But most about her future hopes bethought her, 
llepUed, ** My dear, I'd rather have a daughter. 



>» 



LOW. 



As Will along the floor had laid 

His lazy limbs in solemn show, 
" You're ill," quoth Sail, «« I'm sore afraid." 

" Indeed," says Will, *' I'm rather low." 



EPITAPH. ' 

A physician who fancied himself a poet, on his death 
bed requested the following epitaph to be inscribed on 
his tombstone: — 

Here lies a doctor destitute of drugs, 
His soul has fled, hk flesh is left for bugs— 

which was accordingly done*, >i«ii ^.yyooc^ ton of JCs 
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culapiusy who had previouidy felt himself injured by the 
deceased on some pr(^essional occaaioD, coi^pleted the 
verse by adding-^ 

He lived a life forever in the fault. 

And stops at last iirhere all his patients halt* 



A GOOD RETRBAT. 

When Charles, at once a monarch and a wit. 
Some smooth, soft flattery read, by Waller ]pit; 
Waller, who erst to sing was not asham'd. 
That Heav'n in storms great Cromwell's soul had 

claim'd, 
Tum'd to the bard, and with a smile said he, 
" Your strains for Noll excel your strains for meJ 
The bard, his cheeks with conscious blushes red. 
Thus to the king retum'd, and bow*d his head: 
" Poets, so Heav'n and all the nine decreed. 
In fiction better than in truth succeed.'* 



9> 



CANDOUR. 



As Tom was one day in deep chat with his friend. 
He gravely advised him his manners to mend: 
That his morals were bad, he had heard it from many 
*• They Ife," replied Tom, «« for I never had any.*' 



EPIGRAM. 



The ^lant Lord Keppel was question'd one day 
To give a description of keel-hauling play; 
I remember it well, from a lad, quoth his l<«dfliiip, 
*Tis like undergoing a very great hard-ihip. 



■V 

LOGIC. 



Cried Logical Bobby to Ned, «« ^riSI 30a teE% 

A bet, — which has most legs, a maxe oc no id«% v^ 
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** A mare to be sure," xepUed Ned, with ft grin* 
** And fifty 1*11 lay, for I'm certain to win.»» 
Quoth Bob, ** you have lost sure as you're aliTe, 
For a mare has but four and no mare has five." 



BETTING. 



»f 



« I'll hold a crown," quoth Dick to Ned, 
** You often wrong your neighbour's bed.^ 
*< And&I," quoth Ned, <*will hold my life. 
You always had a telltale' wife." 



0X7 DR. JEBB, 

A noted man midwife who was lately knighted. 

Dr. Jebb is made a knight. 
He should have been a Peer by riffht; 
And then each lady's prayer would be, 
O Lord, good Lord, deliver me! 



▲N affectionate pair. 

My lord and his lady, scold, wrangle and fight; 
Yet are both of one mind, and are both in the right: 
She calls him a fool — ^he knows he's not wise; 
He calls her a wanton — she can't say he lies.' 



•t 



epitaph on MR. REMNANT. 

Is Refamant gone! each tearful eye. 
Confirms the mournful tale. 

He .who oft heard the heartfelt sigh. 
Now bids our grief prevaiL 

But cease ye mourning friends to weep. 
Be on his stone engrav'd — 

'' Ood has ordained of those who sleep, 
A Remnant shall be aaVd?* ^ 
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KISSING. 



One day behind my lady's back» 
My lord attack'd her maid. 
And stole a kiss which she repud. 

And gave him smack for smack. 

Pert with such freedoms *< Pray," said she, 

** Who kisses with the greatest glee ? 

Is it my lady? Is it I?" 

" »Tis you no doubt," he made reply. 

« Why in good faith it most be true," 

Resum'd the wanton dame; 

« For Tom, and John and chaplain too» 

All say the very same." 



FREEDOM OF ELECTION. 

A barber in a borough town, it seems, 

Had voted for Sir John against Sir James; 

Sir James in angry mood, took Suds aside, 

" Don't you remember shaving me," he cried, 

" Five pieces for five minutes work I gave. 

And does not one good turn another crave ?" 

" Yes," quoth the barber, and his fingers smack'd, 

** I grant the doctrine and admit the fact. 

Sir John upon the same score paid the price. 

But took two shavings, and of course paid ttoiee.** 



▲ GENUINE BULL. 

Si^ys Dennis to Paddy, ** I can't for my life 
Conceive how a dumb pair are made man and wife. 
Since they can't with the form and the parson ac- 
cord." 
Says Paddy, *< you fool, they take each other's word.'* 



▲ FURY. 

Earth has no curse like love to halrad Voso^tb 
And Bell no fay like a woman nooc^^d* 
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xna&AK. 

A baker once into his bad^et did peep. 

And perceiv'd a young- cfaUd lying in it asleep^ 

A wit passing by, his astonismnent heeded. 

And archly observed, * he found more than he kneaded 

The baker replied, *' Nought oh earth can be truer. 

For he who needs bread, needs no children, I'm sure." 



EPIGRAM. 

One day y6ung Colin whisper'd love to Kate, 
But with disdain s^e bade the youth depart; 

'* Ah cruel fair one, tell fixmi whence thy hate V 
From whence ? I'll tell thee— -only from my heart.** 
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ANECDOTES. 



JOSEPH LANCASTER. 



When Mr. Joseph Lancaster had finished his 
lecture, from.the chair of the house of representa- 
tives, in the U. S., Mr. Clay, the speaker, compli- 
mented him, saying that the chair had never, before 
been filled so weU. Mr. Lancaster very modesdy 
replied, that man, in his purest aspect, was but a 
veiy humble instrument in the hands of a higher 
Power ; the chair he had just filled, exalted as it 
was, had not been filled with any thiug better than 
Clay. 

^^^^ 

HOW TO CATCH A SPARK. 

An elderly lady, expressing her surprise at the 
present fashions, observed that, now-a-days, there 
was not any display of dress, the present mode 
tending only to shmv the shape^ not to set off the 
attire, and wondered that the ladies should ever 
have relinquished hoops and stiff brocade,ffor mus- 
lin dresses, like tinder. A gentleman remarked, this 
was done probably to caich the sparks. 

'■^^^^ 

PUFFS. 

When Mrs. Robinson published her Sappho and 
Phaon, she wrote to Mr. Boaden, the newspaper 
editor — ''Mrs. BLobinson would thank her niend 
Boaden for a dozen puffs for Sappho and Pb&Q»\ir 
By a mistake of the penny-post, t^o^a wqXa ""v^^s^ ^^ 



livered to Mr. Bowditn the pastnr-cook, in the 
Strand, who sent tliis answer — ^"Mr. Bowden's re- 
spectful compliments to Mrs. Robinson, and should 
b^ very happy to serve her; but as she is not a 
regular customer, he cannot send the pi^a for the 
yowng folks without receiving the money.*' 

^'^^^ 

A PRIOR ENGAGEMENT. 

Mr. Goodall, a learned assistant at Eton, the 
morning he married Miss Prior, daughter to one 
of the assistants, attended (to the astonishment of 
the scholars) his duty as a master. A luckless boy, 
who played truant, pleaded, as an excuse for his ab- 
sence, that he really thought Mr. Goodall had had a 
prior engagement. 

^^^^ 

SCOFFER. 

A youns officer scoffed at the parade of study, 
to ivhich clergymen assigned their right to remuner- 
ation for labor; and he offered to make a bet he 
would preacn half an hour on any verse, or section 
of a verse, in the Old or New Testament Mr. Mor- 
rison took the bet, and pointed out, "And the ass 
opened his mouth, and he spake." The officer de- 
clined employing his eloquence on that text. Mr. 
M. won the bet, and silenced the scomer. 



A SEVERE REBUKE. 

A Spark had noticed, at a public place, a pretty 
looking girl, who, he thought, would be an easy 
prey ; and he, without ceremony, addressed her, but 
met with a severe rebuke ; this so disconcerted him, 
diat, in his confusion, he could but just utter — ^*' Well, 
well, but do not swallow me." "O no," said the 
young woman, with a significant smile, "you need 
jDot fear that ; I am a Jewess, and am not allowed 
to eat porky 



ROGUES SHOULD GO WHERE THEY ARE NOT KNOWIT. 

After putting tlie case of one accused of forging 
a will, but who sunk himself in the Thames before 
the trial came on, Boswell said to Dr. Johnson, 
^ Supposing, sir, that a man is absolutely sure, that 
if he live a few days longer, he will be detected in a 
fraud, the consequence of which will be utter dis- 
grace and expulsion from society ?" " Then, sir," re- 
{)hed Johnson, " let him go to some distant country ; 
et him go to some place where he is not known, 
but not to the devil, where he is known." 



GEORGE WHITFIELD. 

When Mr. George Whitfield was in the zenith 
of his popularity. Lord Clare, who knew that his 
influence was considerable, applied to him by letter, 
requesting his interest at ]Bristol, at the ensuing 
general election. To this request Mr. Whitfield 
replied, that in general elections he never interfered ; 
but he would earnestly exhort his lordship to use 
diligence to make his particular calling ana decHon 
sure. 

^^^^ . 
% 

SIR ANTHONY VANDYKE 

painted a vast number of portraits: some of these 
ne finished in the liighest style of his art ; but hav- 
ing established his reputation, he became careless, 
and dismissed others in a slovenly manner. On 
being asked, one day, by a fiiend, why he persisted 
in £is way of painting, which would ultimately 
prove injurious to his ftime, he gave tliis reply : ** I 
nave worked long enough for my reputation ; I now 
find it necessary to work for my kitchen." 

^^^^ 

Mr. H., 

the professor of chemistry in the un\y«t«iQS ^ 
Dublin, who was more rcmarkeiXAe iox ^i!u& f^KW* 
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A baker once into his badcet did peep. 

And perceiy'd a young child lying in it adeep; 

A wit poaring by, his astoniamnent heeded. 

And archly observed, < he found more than he kneaded 

The baker replied, " Nought on earth can be truer. 

For he who needs bread, needs no children, I'm sore.*' 



EPIGRAM. 



One day y6ung Colin whisperM love to SLate» 
But with disdain she bade the youth depart; 

<* Ah cruel fair ooe» tell from whence thy hate ?" 
From whence ? I'll tdl thee— only from my heart." 



FIHI8. 



▲ GENEROUS ElVEMT. 

The hatred between Lord Essex and Sir Walter 
Raleigh is well known. When Sir Walter had 
landed at Fayal, in the island of Madeira, in direct 
opposition to the injunctio^^ of Lord Essex, who 
commanded in that expedition, his lordship, being 
pressed by some of the officers to bring hira to a 
court-ihdrtial, nobly replied, ** I would do it immedi- 
ately, were he not mine enemy." 



FUGITIVE BONAPARTE. 



In his retreat from Russia, on reaching the Saxon 
territories, and inquiring whether many fugitives had 
been seen there, he was thus answered : ^ No, are, 
you are the first." 



^•^^ 



A bishop's divinity. 



Parker, bishop of Oxford, being asked b^ an 
acquaintance what was the best body of divmityy 
answered, *'That which can help a man to keep 
a coach and six horses." 



SOCRATES, 



being asked the way to honest ftme, said, <* Study 
to 6e what you wish to «eem." 

•••• 

THE GAMESTER. 

Afr. Moore, the author of many ingenious pieces, 
being a long time under an expensive prosecution 
in Doctor's Commons, fi>r marrymg two asters, was 
called upon one morning by the proctor, as he was 
writing his excellent trag^y of the Gamester. The 
proctor having a leisure hour, Mr. Moore read him 
K>ur acts of the piece, which were all that was then 
finished, and by which the proctor was so af^ted, 
that he exclaimed, ''Good Uodl boyr cwi i^^ "^^^ 
• ioU/add to this couple's ^ssfss^m Vn iibft-\w>. ^R^^ 
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«* Ah ! very easily," says the poet ; " there I intend to 
put them into the spiritual amrt" 

^^^^ 

BAPTISM. 

A countryman taking his son to be baptized, the 
parson asked what was to be his name. "Peter, 
my own name, please your revereuce." " Peter! that 
is a bad name ; Peter denied his Master J^ " What 
then would you advise ?" " Why not take the name 
of Joseph f* ^Joseph! ah\ Joseph denied his Mistress,*^ 

^^^^ 

BEGONE ABOUT TOUR BUSINESS. 

When the sun-dial for the Inner Temple was 
finished, and ready to put up, the maker went to the 
gentleman whose office it was to direct such things, 
to know if there was to be any. motto upon it. 
The gentleman, being engaged, and unwilling to be 
disturbed, answered, *^ Begone about your btSinessr 
This the artificer thought was meant for the motto ; 
and it very appropriately is so to this day. 

•^•^ 

PATERNOSTER ROW. 

A punster remarks, that Paternoster Row, instead 
of being the most literary, is in f&ci the most military 
street in London; for it has numerous magazineSf 
and there are many reviews every month. 

CUDGEL-PLATING. 

A person remarked, that the rustic amusement 
of cudgd-playing ought to be abolished, as it affect- 
ed the securihf of the crown, 

^^^^ 

CROSS EXAMINATION. 

A young lady, who had been se!oerdy interrogated 
by an HI tempered counsel, observed, on leaving the 



Dr. Thompson, a celebrated pliyeician, and a re- 
markable sloven, could uot endure the sight of mu^ 
Jiiu. At breakiaBt, one momiDg, a plate of muffins 
being introduced, the doctor grew outrugeous, and 
called out — "Take away the muffins!" "No, no," 
said Garrick, seizing the plate, " lako away the j^- 



Some years ago, a Mr, Hare breakfested with Mr. 
Fo:^ whose deaUngs with the Jews were pretty ex- 
tenuve. Looking out of the window, the latter per- 
ceived a number of the money-hunting tribe at the 
door ; upon which he called out, " Pimy, gemlemen, 
are you/ox-bunting or bart-bwuiag thia monung." 



A noblemsn, befbre a 
worthy divine, wlio was soliciting birei for u. h' 
then vacant, and in Liis lordship'ii gift, " No, dot 
talk no more of it, but prithee, man, team to dauL^. 
The doctor, not at nil abashed, smilingly replied, 
"I should be incorrigible not to improve under your 
lordship, who has so long taught me to dance t^en- 
dance." "Have Ibo, docjor?" sajstheearl; "then 
e'en take the living, and my daughter Bopby shall 
teach you to turn out your'ioea." 



A peison meeting a friend, who had lately la**" 
ed under a fit of the gout, inquired after his hei 
and was answered, "SviW." "I am sony y ou an 
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bettor," replied the ffendeman, <*for I hoped you bad 
recovered in to-to? 

^^^^ 

HITMBUO. 

A traveller was talking of having seen, . abroad, 
bugs sa large and powerful, tliat two of them would 
drain a man's blcxxl in a night — Sir John Dayle, 
to whom this was addressed, replied, ^My good 
sir, we have the same animals in Ireland, \i%ere 
they are called hum bugs." 

^••^ 

WEWITZER. 

Wewitzer, having given orders for a spencer, asked 
the tailor how much it would cost Snip replied, 
**I cannot say exactly, but it will come very tow." 
" Then," said the wit, " it vnU not be a spmcerP 

FIRST IMPRESSIONS. 

A gentleman who was engraver to his late majesty, 
disposed pf two daughters in mai-riage, giving with 
the older fifteen hundred pounds and with the young- 
er only a thousand. On being asked, by a particular 
friend, why he made so great a difference between 
them, he replied, *' Firs^ impressiona are always the 
most valuable." 

^^^^ 

IrORD NORBURY. > 

Lord Norbury being lately threatened with a de- 

termmatipn of Uood to the head. Surgeon C 1 

found it necessary to open the temporal artery ; and 
during the operation, his lordship, said to him, in his 

usual quick manner, " C ^I, I believe you were 

neivitr called, to the barJ^ "No, my lord, I never 
was," rei)Iied the surgeon. " Well, but, certainly," 
rejoiued his lordship, "you have cii< aj^guretnt&e 
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A GREAT BORE. 

When Sir William Curtis returned from his voy'- 
age to Italy and Spain, he called at Gloucester Lodge 
to pay his respects to Mr. Canning. Among other 
questions, Sir William asked, " But pray, Mt. Can- 
ning, what say you to the tunnel under the Thames ?" * 
" Why, I say," replied the secretary, " it will he the 
greatest bore London ever had, and that is saying a 

great deaL" 

^^^^ 

DR. JOHNS OI4. 

When Dr. Johnson visited the University of St 
Andrew's, — a famous place for bestowing academical 
honors without much discrimination, — ^he took occa- 
sion to inquire of one of the professors into the state 
of their funds, and, being told they were not so afflu- 
ent as inany of their neighbors, " No matter,J.' said» 
the doctor, dryly, " persevere in the plan you have 
formed, and you will get rich by degrees.^ 

PERIOD. . 

Some gentlemen talking of the inattention of wri- 
ters to punctuation, it was observed, that the ^ntle- 
men of the law used no stops at all in their writings. 
** I should think nothing," said one of the company, 
^ of their not using commas, semicolons, or colons ; but 
the worst of it is, they put no period to their works." 

SHIFTS. 

A young lady, who had married a wild spark that 
soon dissipated his fortune, and was reduced to great 
straitS) said one day to her husband, ^ My dear, I 
wapt some sMfls sadly." ^' How tlie deuce can that 
be," replied he, " when we make so many every day I" 

^^^^ 

TOM ASHE, 

the noted punster) was once tncvc^S!lQxm qtl YssnAr- 



IS 

back, and, while at a considerable distance fix>m the 
place of destination, a tremendous shower dr^ched 
him to the skin. He pushed forward as &st as he 
could, and alighted at an inn where he was known, 
and was instantly attended by a waiter. ''Here," 
said he to the fellow, and stretching out an arm, 
"take off my coat immediately." "Indeed, sir, I 
will not," said the waiter. "Deuce ocmfound you !" 
said Tom; "take off my coat this instant" "Ex- 
cuse me, sir," replied the waiter ; "I really dare not; 
it is felony, you know, to strip an ash.^ 

NAVAL ANECDOTE. 

A geptleman, inquiring of a naval officer, why 
sailors generally take off their shirts when going 
into action, was answered, "That they may not have 
any check to fighting." 

DRY TOAST. 

At a recent city dinner, the chairman proposed 
a health, but neglected to pass the bottle ; upon 
which a facetious citizen exclaimed, "Mr. President, 
I will tliank you fpr some wine, for a dry toast 
always gives me the hMoi bum.^^ 

^^^^ 

THE YANKEE FEDLER. 

Before the disappearance of the comet in 1811, 
many thought the world was then to have an end. 
A tin pedler, firmly believing this, procured a gallon 
of rum, drank until he could drink no more, and fell 
asleep. A wag, observing this, and knowing the 
fellow thought the day of judgment had come, pro- 
cured some dry hides, and laying them on him, cover- 
ed him over with straw and green hemlock boughs, to 
which he set fire, and going behind the tinman's cart, 
awoke him by a blast fi-om one of his own horns ; — 
the pedler, thinking himself no longer an inhabitant 

of this earthf exclaimed, " Just as I expected— m hott 

by /// 
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BRED TO THE SEA. 

The introduction of a certain naval ofSicer to his 
late majesty, when prince of Wales, originated in 
the following whimsical circumstance. His royal 
highness was disputing with a gentleman on the 
subject of naval tactics, and finally agreed to leave 
the subject to a son of Neptune, who was in an 
adjoining room. A note was despatched by the 
gentleman, requesting the officer's opinion, and con- 
cluded with this inaccuracy of spelling — ^ You must 
be a competent judge, having been bread to the sea.** 
This was the neat and sarcastic reply — ^ I was not 
bread to the sea, sir ; but the sea was bread to me^ 
and very bad bread it was." 

^^^^ 

DR. ZIMMERMAN 

attended the king of Prussia during his last 
illness. The monarch said, **Well, doctor, I sup- 
pose you have helped many into the other worli" 
"Not so many as your majesty," replied Zimmer- 
man, " nor with so much honor to myself." 

^^^^ 

HENDERSON, 



the player, went one day to dine with an eminent 
physician with whom he was intimate, and who 
was remarkable for his attachment to money. As 
soon as the doctor arrived, he went to the desk to de- 
posit the fees he had received during the morning. 
** Pray," says Henderson^ " what are you about there r* 
" I am laying up treasure in heaven." " The more 
fool you," replied Falstafif; " for you'll not go tibith^ 
er to enjoy it" 



CHARLES JAMES FOX, 

in his firolicsome days, was called upon for pay- 
ment by a tradesman, who held his bill for two hun- 
dred pounds. Charles said he could uo\. Xkiea ^^n^ 
hioL " How so ?" said the creditoT •, ^ "^oxkYia^^iVffia^ 
before you hank-notes to a large amoMmT **'V!^«»» 



14 

replied Mr. Fox, "are to pay debts of honor." The 
tradesmaiTiminediately threW the bill into the fire. 
"Now, sir," said he, "mine is a debt of honor, 
which I cannot oblige you to pay." Charles imme- 
diately paid the man. 

AN UVEXPERIENCED L4D, 

in a gentleman's femily; went up to the drawing- 
room on the bell being rung. On his return to tbe 
kitchen, he laughed immoderately. Some of the ser- 
vants asking the cause of his mirth, he cried, " There 
are sixteen of them, who could not snufiT the candle, 
and were obliged to ring for me to do it." 

COURIER. 

A person married a woman, who in four months 
brought tiim a boy: she asked her husband what 
name he would give his son. He answered, '^Call 
him Courier, for he has performed in four months 
a journey of nine." 

^^^^ 

LAW QUESTION. 

A counsel applied in the Court of Common Pleas, 
Dublin, upon the following subject A process 
server was sent into the country to serve the copy 
of a writ upon a gentleman. He got into the house, 
and saw the defendant, but was prevented from 
serving the writ by the domestics, who made hini 
swallow the authority. Under these circumstances, 
the counsel required of the court that the service 
should be good, and applied for a rule to that effect 
Lord Norbury said upon the. occasion, " I shall grant 
the rule, provided you promise me that the wi^sMH 
unit shall not be returnable in this court" 

•^^^^ 

DEAN SWIFT, 

when a gentleman, who was trying to persuade 
him to dme at his houfie, Bud^ ^1 yt^ orsdjI you 
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my bill of fare," replied, "Send me your bill of 
company." 



THE WHARFmOERS. 



A biU was brought into the House of Assembly of 
Jamaica, for regulating wharfingers. Mr. Paul Phipps, 
a distinguished member, said, "Mr. Speaker, I very 
much approve the bill. The wharfingers are a set 
of knaves • I was one myadffor ten years.^ 



NO CONVERT. 



Father Peter endeavored to convert the duke of 
Buckingham. ** Out of our church," said the priest, 
" none can be saved." " And all in it will be damn- 
ed," said his grace. "You want, charity," said the 
priest. ** Quite as much as your reverence," replied 
the duke. 



'^^^^ 



HORNE TOOKE, 

when inten-ogated before the commissioners of 
the income tax, said, he hved on his toitSj but advised 
Mem by no means to follow his example ! 



'^^^^ 



MOLIERE, 

the great comic poet of France, died while per- 
forming a part in one of his own plays. The arch- 
bishop of Paris would not allow his body to be in- 
humed in consecrated gi'ound. Therefore the king 
sent for the archbishop, and expostulated with him ; 
but he was obstinate, and would not willingly comply 
with his majesty's request. The king desired to 
know how many feet deep the holy ground reached. 
The bishop replied, "About eightr « WeU," replied 
the king, " I find there is no getting over yous ^^tvsc- 
ples; let his grave be dug tioelvefee^^ ^«X'^ Jq^^kc 
fed helawyow consecrated grmmd^ 
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EZAMINAl:iON. 



A clergyman, wishing to know whether the chil- 
dren of his parishioners understood their Bible, asked 
a lad that he one day found reading the Old Testa- 
ment, who was the wickedest man. ^ Moses, to be 
sure," said the boy. ^ Moses !" exclaimed the par- 
son ; "Moses ! Iiow can that be ?" " Why," said the 
lad, ''he broke all the commandments at once." 



GEORGE THE FOURTH. 



His majesty George the Fourth, though happily 
blending the utmost urbanity with a disposition at 
once social and festive, is said never to forget his 
rank. Before his majesty succeeded to the throne, 
among the gentlemen admitted to his parties, was 
one wno had frequently partaken of the festivities 
of the palace. The gentleman, mistaking the polite- 
ness of the host for the familiari^ of a companion, 
bet with a nobleman that he could use greater free- 
dom with the prince than any other person, and that 
he would request his highness to ring the bell the 
next time he visited Carlton House. It was not \ons 
before he had an invitation ; and when the bottle had 
circulated pretty freely, he ventured to .decide the 
wager, by saying familiarly, " Wales, ring the bell !" 
His royal highness, without being disconcerted by 
the freedom which filled every one else with aston- 
ishment, rang the bell, and, when the servant appear- 
ed, mildly said, " Show Mr. to his carriage." 

m 

LORD BTRON. 

One morning a party came into the public rooms 
at Buxton, somewhat later than usual, and requested 
some tongue. They were told that his loidship had 
eaten it all. " I am very ansiy with his lordship," 
said a lady in the company, loud enough for him to 
hear the observation. " I ani sorry for it, madam," 

retorted his lordship ; ''but before I ate the tongue, 

I was assured you did nolwaDXiC 
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A FANATIC PREACHER. 



A preacher, being requested to perform the last 
sad office for a young woman at the point of death, 
pressed her to believe that flesh and hlood cannot 
inherit the kingdom of heaven. " Then I am safe,** 
replied the patient, '* for I have been so long ailing, 
that I am notiiing but skin and bone. 



SCRAPERS. 



Foote, being once ftnnoyed by a poor fiddler "strain-r 
ins harsh discord" under his window, sent him out a 
shilling, with a request that he would play else- 
where, as one scraper at the door was sufficient. 

^^^^ 

FESIALE BOARDING SCHOOLS. 

A noble persona^, enraptured with Miss Fisher's 
representation of Little Pickle, (in the Spoiled Child,] 
exclaimed, " There is no gh'l of her age like her !'' 
** I engage, sir," replied a friend, ** there is not a 
ladies' boarding-school in the kingdom that has not a 
spoiled chUd in it." 

^^•^ 

GEORGE COLMiN, 

when rising to leave a party, was strongly pressed to 
stay, by one who remarked, ^ that he must not go 
yet, for he was not half primed." " Not half primed !" 
said the wit; **I am both primed and loaded, and if 
you wait an instant, you shall hear me go offy 

^^^^ 

O'CONNEL, 

who was remarkable for the successful verdicts he 
obtained, having be^i robbed of his wardrobe, replied 
to a fiiend who was lamenting his loss, ^ Never mind^ 
m^ dear sir; for sui^ly, as I have ^vEk»di«A tssss^ 
swJtis^ I can afibnl to lose a few.^ 

2* 



id 



TICK. 



Just after Sheridan had taken a new house, he 
met Lord Guildfoid, to whom he said, ** Well, now 
all will go on like clock-work." "Ay," said his lord- 
ship, "Tick, tick!" 



^*VN^ 



MATTHEWS* TOAST. 



At a theatrical dinner, Mr. Terry was pre- 
vented by his professional duties from attending till 
late in the evening, which Matthews observing, im- 
mediately filled up his glass " To fhe late Mr. Terry." 



^^^ 



THE lady's choice. 



A lady^seeing tl\e sheriff of a county, who was a 
ver}' handsome young man, attending the judge, who 
was an old man, a gentleman, standing by, asked 
her which she liked best, the judge or the sherifil 
The lady told him the sheriff. " Why so ?" said the 
gentleman. " Because," answered she, " though I 
lovejMdjgmcrrf well, I love extcvivm better." 



hymeneal casuistry. 



The Roman Catholics consider mafrimony as a 
sacrament, and, in defence of that opinion, assert that 
it confers grace. The Protestant divines oppose this, 
and say it ought to be understood in a limited sense, 
for that marriage can only be considered as confer- 
ring gra/ct^ as it generally produces rtM^nUmct^ which, 
every body knows, is one step towards it 



OLD women. 



The matrimonial blacksmith at Gretna Green, be- 
ing asked why old women were so fond of matri- 
mony, replied, "You know that oM wood catches 
iSne in an instant" 
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THE CATCH. 



A musicai gentleman, while perfornlinff, was late- 
W arrested by tioo bailifi&, who requested nim to join 
them in a tno. '^ I should rather imagine," said the 
imfortunate gentleman, ^ you wish for a catchJ^ 



^^x^ 



MERIT. 

Mr. Greorge Rose, when secretary of the treasury, 

being asked by an intimate friend, why he did not 

promote merit, with much simplicity retorted, ** Did 

merit promote mt ?" 

^^^^ 

A- COOK 170 BARBER. 

A gentleman invited a friend to dine with him, 
and among other things brought to table was a roast- 
ed hare, which was admired by all the company as 
to its fineness and freshness ; but it was not so well 
cooked as it might have been. One of the gentle- 
men present, merefore, took the liberty of say- 
ing, it was not well dressed. **I wonder at that," 
said mine host ^Why," returned the gentleman, 
" yours may be a good cook, but he is a very bad 

hare-dresser,^ 

^^^^ 

A GOOD COMPARISON. 

The late George Colman, being once told, that a 
man, whose character is not very immaculate, had 
grossly abused him, pointedly remarked, that **the 
scandal and "ill report of some persons was like ful- 
ler's earth ; it dauba your coat a little for a time, but 
when it is rubbed off your coat is much the cleaner." 



PETER PIIfDAR. 

An old man, who had a young wife of t^v^a^ssA. 
nllaaay, asked Peter in what part oi lObib \yA^ ^^ 
^ mak ifte tbicto^ and ree^ved ilkaa «fiasw8^-^ X 
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must undoubtedly be the forehead ; for, otherwise, 
you would already have horns." 

^^^^ 

LOSS OF TIME. 

A devotee lamented to her confessor her love of 
gambling. " Ah, madam," said he, " it is a grievous 
sin. In Uie first place, consider the great loss of time." 
"Yes," replied the fair penitent, "I have often grudg- 
ed the time that is lost in shuffling and dealing." 

^^^^ 

ANCIENT FAMILY. 

There was much sound palpable argument in the 
speech of a country lad to an idler, who boasted his 
ancient family : — ^ So much the worse for you," said 
the peasant ; "as we ploughmen say, Th/t older the 
stedj the worse the crop, 

A DANGEROUS CASE. 

A regular physician, being sent for by a maker of 
universal specifics, grand salutariums, &c., expressed 
his surprise at being called in on an occasion appa- 
rently trifling. "Not so trifling, neither," replied the 
quack ; " for, to tell you the truth, I have by mistake 
taken some of my own pills. 

'^^^^ 

DOUBLE DEALING. 

A woman in France, who led a loose life, was 
always saying, that the money she amiassed was to 
introduce her to a convent. " The lady," observed a 
wag, " reminds me of a bargeman, who is always 
looking one way, and rowing another." 



/ PLEBEIAN PLEASANTRY. 



An abbCf who was very fet, coming late in the 
reamgto a fortified dty,andmefiflM^^^n^«^<2wwxx^^« 
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num, asked him if he could get in at the gate. ^ I 
believe so," said the peasant, looking at him jocoeel}^ 
** for I saw a wagon of hay go in diere this morning. 

^^^^ 

MUNDEN, 

when confined to his bed with the gout, being told 
by a friend that his digni/ied indisposition was the 
laugh of the green-room, pleasantly replied, " Though 
I love to laugh and make others laugh, yet I wotud 
much rather they would make me a standing joke.? 

^^^^ 

A CRITIC DISAPPOINTED. 

An orator, having written a speech which he in- 
tended to deliver on a certain occasion, gave it to a 
friend to read, and desired his opinion of it. The 
fiiend, after some time, told the author he had read 
it over three times ; the first it appeared veiy good, 
the second indififereut, the third quite insipid. ^ That 
will do," said the orator, very coolly, " for I have 
only to repeat it once." 

•^^^^ 

DIVINE AND NOBLE. 

A charitable divine, for the benefit of the countiy 
where he resided, caused a causeway to be begun ; 
and as he was one day overlooking the workmen, a 
certain nobleman, passing by, said to him, " Well, doc^ 
tor, for all your pcuns and charity, I don't take this to 
be the highway to heaven." "Very true," replied 
the doctor, "for if it had, I should have'wondered to 
have seen your lordship here." 

^^^^ 

AN HONEST CARPENTER. 

A gentleman, whose house was repairing, went 
one day to see how the job was getting on, and, ob- 
serving a quantity of nails lying &ho\i\., ««ckdL \5;^ ^^o^ 
carpentesv " Why don't you take care ot i^^aa \isa».^ 



they'll certainly be lost." " No," replied the carpen- 
ter, "< you'll find them all in the bill.'' 

^^^^ 

A SIMII^. 

There are two members of the Housie of Commons 
named Montagu Mattliew and Matthew Montagu; 
the former a tall, handsome man, and the latter a 
little man. The speaker once having addressed the 
latter as the former, Montagu Matthew observed it 
was strange he should make such a mistake, as, 
though their names might be confounded by a trans- 
position, there was as great a difierence between 
them, as between a h/orae cJicstnut and a chestrmt horse, 

•^^^^ 

THE BEST CUSTOMERS. 

Dr. Majendie of Canterbury, DrrRatcliffe, and Dr. 
Case, once passed a jovial evening together. **• Here, 
brother," cried Ratctifife, "here brother Case, suppose 
we drink a health to all the fools that are your pa- 
tients." " I thank you, my wise brother Ratcliffe," 
repUed Case, " let me have all the fools, and you are 
heartily welcome to all the rest of the practice." 



THE UNnERTAKER. 



A few days ^igo, an undertaker was observed to 
shed tears at the interment of a (pioik, A firiend 
asked him the cause of it "Why," said he, "you 
s^e I have just buried one of my best friends." 



OIL OF VITRIOL. 



Dr. Robertson having observed that Johnson's 
jokes were the rebukes of the righteous, which are 
like excellent oil — ^ Oh !" exclaimed Bmke, who was 
present, « oil o/vUrid P* 
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THE CLERGTMAN BURIAL. 

A clergyman, whose precepts and examples had 
conduced to stifle the numerous feuds that existed in 
his parish, being on his death bed, was asked how 
he would be buried. " With my face downward," 
replied he, " for when I am dead, I am sure the par- 
ish will be turned upside dotvnJ" 

^^^^ 

A GOOD REASON. 

A gentleman who had a good library, and was 
ready to accommodate his friends with the loan of 
his books, complained to another of the difficulty he 
found in getting them back. ^ Sir," said the latter, 
" your acquaintances find it much more easy to retain 
the books themselves than their contents." 

•^^^^ 

CURIOUS PROCLAMATION. 

In 1547, a proclamation wa& issued by Henry 8th, 
that women should not lyieet together to babbie and 
talk, and that all men should keep their wives in 
their houses. 

^^^^ 

A SMALL MISTAKE.- 

An uninformed Irishman, heanng the SpJmx aUu- 
ded to ui company, whispered to his companion, 
" Sphinx ! who is that ?*' « A monster man." ** Oh !" 
said our Hibernian, not to seem unacquainted with 
his family, ^ a MunsUr man; I thought he was from 
Connaught" 

^^^^ 

ROTAL WIT. 

A great personage finding fault with a carpenter 
whose work had shrunk, the carpenter expressed his 
concern, and declared that he would' not have had 
such a thing ht^pen ibr a good deal. ** A good deal !" 
replied his maje^ ; ^if I were a carpenter^ I vro^sML 
not have it happen for a whole iunber "^^^^ 
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MOSSOP, 

the player, always spoke in heroics. A cobbler in 
Dublin, who once brought home his boots, reflised 
to leave them without the money. Mqssop returned 
during the time he was disputing, and looking stern- 
ly, exclaimed, — ^** TeU me, are you the noted cobbler I 
nave oft heard off* " Fc*," said the fellow, " and I think 
you are the divertvng vagabond I have often «een." 

^^^^ 

A robber's (QUALIFICATION. 

Cartouche, the famous French robber, being told 
thatayoimg man wished to 'become a member of 
his band, took him under examination, and asked 
him where he had served before. He replied, "Two 
years with an attorney, and two months under the 
mspector of the police of Paris." " Then," replied 
Cartouche with transport,^ " I have met with a proper 
person, and shall consider your probation as quite 
equal to bavins served the whole time in my tropp-^ 

ravk accordin^y^ 

^^^^ 

SERJEANT DAVY. 

An Irish gentleipan once appeared in the court 
of king's bench, as security for a friend in the sum 
of three thousand pounds. Serjeant Davy, though 
he well knew the responsibility of the gentleman, 
could not help his customary impertinence. "Well, 
sir, how do you make yourself to b6 worth three 
thousand pounds?" The gentleman veiy deliber- 
ately specified the particulars up to two thousand 
nine hundred and forty pounds. "Ay,"sa3rs Davy, 
" that is not enough by sixty." " For that sum," replied 
the other, " I have a note of one Serjeant Davy, and 
I hope he will have the honesty soon to discharge 
it" This set the court in a roar ; the serieant was 
for once abashed, and Lord Mansfield said, " WeU, 
hroih&r, I think we may accept the baiL" 
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IRISH CLEEOTMAir. 

An Irish clergyman, having gone to visit the por« 
traits of the Scottish kings inHotyrood house, observ- 
ed one of the monarchs of a veiy youthful appearance, 
whilst his son was depicted with a Ung. beard, and 
wore the traits of extreme old age; " Sancta Maria !" 
exclaimed the good Hibernian, 'Ms it possible that 
this gentleman was an old man when ms father wu 
bom!" 



THE SAILOR AND JUGGLER. 

An English sailor went to see a juggler exhibit 
some of his tricks. There happened to be a quantity 
of gunpowder in the apartment underneath, which 
took fire, and blew up the house. The sailor was 
thrown into a garden behind, where he fell without 
hurt. lie stretclied his arms and legs, got up, shook 
himself, rubbed his eyes, and then cried out, (conceiv- 
ing what had happened to be only a part of the per- 
formance, and perfectly willing to go through the 
whole,) "I wonder what the devil the fellow will do 
next!" 

^^^^ 

LEE LEWIS 

shooting on a. field, the proprietor attacked, him vio- 
lently. ** I allow no person," said he, " to KK gamt on 
my manor but myself^ and I'll shoot you if you come 
here again." " What !" said the other ; " I suppose you 
mean to nudce game of me." 



LEAVE MS ALOIfEr 



*<Leave me alone," said a yoimg lady to'a eentleman, 
who was romping with her. " Never^" dr t^^Vksdi^ 
**iny dear, till I die will 1 2ea«6 vou aloon^ 
3 
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ASK FOR ENOUGH. 

An old fenner, on paying his rent, told his land- 
lord he wanted some timber to build a house, and 
would be much obliged to him if he would give him 
permission to cut down what would answer the 
purpose. The landlord answered peremptoiily,** No!" 
" Why, then, sir," said he, " will you give me enough to 
build a bam P "No." « To make a gate then ?"« Yes." 
"That's all I wanted, and more than I expected." 

^^^^ 

A CURIOUS PARAGRAPH. 

The following paragraph lately appeared in a 
provincial newspaper. " IVavellers shomd be careful 
to deliver tiiieir baggage to proper persons, as a gen- 
tleman, a few days since, on alighting from a stage- 
coach, intrusted his wife to a stranger, and he has not 
heard of her since." 

^^^^ 

■"*^ NORTHERN WIT. 

A Scotch woman, whose name was Margaret, did 
nbthing but swear and abuse, instead of answering 
the minister. **Ah, Margaret," says he, "donna ye 
ken where a' the sinfu' gang?" "De'el tak them that 
kens, as weel as them that speers," cries she. " Ah ! 
Margaret, they gang where there be wailing and 
gnashing of teeth." " By my trow, then," says Mar- 
garet, "let them gnash that hae theln,for de'el a 
stump hae I had these twenty years." 

STOCK JOBBERS. 

A caipenter in Dorsetshire was employed to make 
a pair of stocks for the parish, for wmch he charged 
a good round sum. One of the parochial officers 
said, "You have made a good deal by the job!" 
,^Yes," replied Master C%tp, "We «toc^jobbeni al- 
ways attend to our own wkrtsL^ 
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LANGUAGES. 

X!haries 5th, speaking of the different languages of 

Europe, thus characteristically described them: — t^ 

" The French is the best language to speak to one's , 

friend — ^the Italian to one's mistress-^^e English ' 

to the people — ^the Spanish to God — and the Ger- I 

man to a horse." l 

^^^^ 

A COBBLING PUNSTER. 

A young lady reprimanded her shoe-maker for 
not following her directions respeodng a pair of shoes 
which she had ordered, and, among other things^, 
insisted that they were not fellows.~Crispin repli^, 
that he purposely made them so, in order to oblige 
her, well knowing the chastity of her disposition, and 
that she was not fond of fellows. 

^^^^ 

NARROW ESCAPE. 

A distinguished gentleman of Pennsylvania, whose 
nose and chin were both very long, and who had lost 
his teeth, whereby the nose and chin were brought 
near together, was told, '^ I am afraid your nose and 
chin wm fight before long ; they approach each other 
very menacing." " I am afifaid of it myself," re- 
plied the genueman, '* for a ffreat many words have 
passed between them already." 

^^^^ 

A COUNSELLOR AND A COURTESAN. 

When Lucy Cowper was. once examined in a 
court of justice, one of the counsellors asked her if 
she came there in the character of a modest woman. 
" No, sir," replied she ; " that which has been the 
ruin of me has been the making of you — ^I mean 

^^^^ 

A PREMATURE PROMISE. 

A. French gentleman, apprehendm^^^oiffl^ csiOma 
death-bed^ earnestly entreated \ua -^oxm^ "^'^^ xtfjX 
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''I thank your majesty for the information; I have 
heai'd that our Savior was crucified between two 
ikieveSf but I did not know before who they were." 

^^^^ 

SCARCE COMMODITY. 

An attorney in France, having bought a charge of 
bailiff for his son, advised him never to work in voui, 
but to raise contributions on those who wanted his 
assistance. " What, father !" said the son in surprise, 
** would you liave me sell justice ?"— " Why not ?" 
answered the father; *4t is too scarce an article to be 
given for nothing." 

^^^^ 

THE nXTTT OF A GOOD GEIYERAL. 

At a violent opposition election for Shrewsbuiy, a 
half-pay officer, who was a non-resident burgess, was 
brought down from London at the expense of one 
of the candidates, by whom he was regularly feasted ; 
but the old soldier gave his vote for the other candi- 
date. — ^Upon being reproached for his conduct, he 
said, " I made up my mind for whom I should vote 
before I left the city, but I remembered tlie duke's 
advice when I served with our army in Flanders^ 
Always quarter upon the enemy, my lads — always 
quarter upon the enemy.' " 

BERAIiDRT. 

A gentleman, having sent a porter on a message, 
which he executed much to his satisfaction, had the 
curiosity to ask his name, and was informed it was 
Russell. ** Pray," says the gentleman, " is your cwA of 
arms the same as the duke of Bedford's?" "As to 
armsj your honor," says the porten" " they are pretty 
much alike ; but there's a deal o^ifSsrence between 
our coats^ 
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GO TO THE DEVIL. 



An Irishman came to his patron to complain of 
the usage he had met with from a gentleman to 
whom be had applied for employment. " He told 
me," said Paddy, " to go to the devil, and so I come 
straight to your honor." 



STERLING HUMANITY. 



Louis 14th was once harangued by a very indif* 
ferent orator, to whom his majesty paid a handsom,e 
compliment. A lady. Who was present, appeared 
much surprised at the civil things that Louis said 
to him. " I think, indeed, madam, as you do of the 
speaker," said the monarch, " but if a civil word or 
two will reudei" a man happy, he must be a wretch 
indeed who will not give them to him." 

i)£LIV£Il us FROM EVIL. 

A powerful mistress of a great nobleman request- 
ed to l>e included in the prayers of the church. The 
parson told her she was already comprehended in 
them.' "How can that be?" said she; "I never 
heard it." — ^**0 yes," replied the parson, "in the 
Lord's Prayer — Deliver \isfrom evil,^^ 

A DEFINITION. • 

When Sir John Tabor went to Versailles, to try 
the effect t)f bark upon Louis the 14th's only 
son, the dauphin, who had been ill of an intermitting 
fever, the physicians who were about the prince did 
not choose to permit him to prescribe to the royal pa- 
tient till they had asked him some medical questions: 
among others, they desired him to define what in- 
tepnittiDg fever was. He replied, " Grentlemen, it'ia 
o disease which I can cure, and vrYiic^Yi'^^xx ^^ssos^I^ 
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ROTALTT. 



Dean Swift observes, that, ^ considering how many 
hopefti minces we have had, it is perfecuy astonish- 
ing we nave had so few ioUrdkiU kings J* 



IRISH REASONING. 

• 

. A poor Irishman, who was on his death-bed, and 
who did not seem reconciled to the Ions journey he 
was going to take, was. kindly consoled by a good- 
natured mend with the common-place reflection 
that we must all die once. "Why, my dear, now," 
answered the sick man, **that is the veiy thing that 
vexes me ; if I could die half a dozen times, I should 
not mind it." 

^^^^ 

GOOD REASONING. 

The late marquis of Town^nd being, when very 
young, at the battle of Detdngen, a drummer's head 
was shot off so close to him, 3iat his. brains bespat- 
tered his lordship's regimentals. A veteran went up 
to encourage him, and toM him not to be alarmed, 
as this was a common accident of war. ^ O dear !" 
said the other, " I think nothing of that, but I am con- 
sidering what the devil could bring the drummer 
here who possessed such a quantity of brEdns." 



A PALPABLE HIT. 

A player named Robinson applied to Mr. Wilkinson, 
mana^r of the York company, for an engagement 
for himself and his wife, stating that she waa capa- 
ble of performing all the flrst characters ; but as for 
himself, he was me worst actor in the world. Wil- 
kinson engaged them, and the lady fuUy answered 
the character given of her. The first part sent to 
Mr. Robinson, was that of a mere walking .gende- 
man. Indignant at this, he went to the manager, 
and asked now he could think of sending him So 
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paltry a part. " Sir," said the manager, " here is your 
own letter, saying that you are the worst actor in the 
world." ** Ay, but I had not then seen you." , 

^^^^ 

IRISH BULL. 

In the Irish Bank bill, passed in June, 1808, there 
Is a clause providing, that the profits shall be equcdly 
divided, and that the residue shaU go to the governor. 

^^^^ 

SYNTAX. 

A country schoolmaster, being interrogated by one 
of his pupils with respect to the etymology of the 
word syntax, replied, afler some consideration, that 
" it received its meaning from the circumstance of 
the ancients having laid a tax on ^n." 

^^^^ 

A LIMB OF THE LAW. 

A gentleman, who was quitting the Court of King's 
Bench, found some difficulty in pressing his way ouL 
and, coming too closely in contact with the gown of 
a barrister, the latter exclaimed, ^Do mind, sir; 
don't tear one to pieces." " No, sir," s€dd the gentle- 
man ; " that is your business, not mine." 

CORPORAL PUNISHMENT. 

A soldier having by order of a court-martial been 
sentenced to corporal punishment, one of the drum- 
mers, ordered to inflict it, absolutely refused, saying 
that it was not his duty. " Not your duty !" said the 
sergeant-major. " Not your duty !" repeated the ad- 
jutant, " what do you 'mean ?" — ^^ I know very wiell," 
replied the drummer, "it is not my duty; I was 
present at the court-martial, as well as you, and I 
heard the colonel say, he was to receive c<xri^t^ 
punishment I am only a drummet^woX. %. <yix^t:^i^ 
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. A CAUSE OF GRATITUDE. 

An Izishman was run over by a troop of horse, 
but escaped unhurt '* Down upon your knees and 
thank God," said one of the spectators. ''Thank 
God for what," said he ; ''is it for letting a troop 
of horse run over me ?" 

*. • 

KINGS MAT MISTAKE. 

Soon after Lord S ^ s elevation to the peerage, he 
happened to observe, in company, that authors were 
often very ridiculous in the titles they gave. " That," 
said a gentleman present, "is an error fit>m which 
even kings appear not to be exempt." 

THE ROYAL SHEPHERD. 

A certain great personage asked a poor fellow, 
who was driving some sheep, (and who did not know 
his majesty,) how much he expected for the sheep 
per head. " Whoy, seven-and-twenty shillings, sur." — 
"Seven-and-twenty? I can't get more than fbur-and- 
twenty." "Then you don't know your business," 
said tne clown. 

BEAU QUAKER. 

A young Quaker, from a distant county, came to 
London, and, being struck with the gaudy fashion 
of the times, commenced beau. Among other arti- 
cles of dress, he ordered a blue satin waistcoat, trim- 
med with silver, and in this returned to his &ther, 
who, after staring at him, said, "How didst thou get 
this trumpery waistcoat for the vain adornment of 
thy outward man?" "I created it," said the son. 
"Created it!" echoed the fether. "Yea," replied 
young Aminidab, "for I said, Lei U he meukf and it 
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A LEeACT DISCOUNTED. 



An English stock-jobber, well known upon 'change 
as a man of unexampled parsimony, almough pos- 
sessed of an immense fortune, one day met a veiy 
poor man, one of his own relations. *^ Come hither, 
George," said the miser ; "do you know I have just 
now made my will, and remembered you handsome- 
ly, my boyr* "God bless your honor," said the 
grateml man ; " you will be rewarded fi)r so charitable 
an action, for you could not have thought of a more 
distressed family." " Are you indeed so very poor, 
Creorge ?" "Sir, my family's starving," said the man, 
almost crying. "Hark ye, then, George ; if you will 
allow me a good dtscowniy I will pay your legacy im- 
mediately." We need not add, the terms were accej^ 
ed, and they parted equadly pleased with the bargain 
they had made. 

THE TAR AND THE QUAKER. 

An honest tar, being at a Quakers' meeting, heard 
the Friend that was holding forth speak with great 
vehemence against the ill consequence of giving the 
lie in conversation ; and therefore advising that when 
any man told a tale not consistent with truth or prob- 
ability, the hearer should cry Twang ! which could 
not irritate people to passion like the lie. After- 
wards he digressed into the stoiy of the miracle of 
five thousand being fed with five loaves of bread, 
&c. He then told them that they were not such 
loaves as those used now-a-days, but were as big as 
mountains; at which the tar uttered with a loud 
voice — ^** Twang." — ^**What," says the Quaker, "dost 
tliou think I lie, fiiend ?" " No," says Jack, " but'I am 
thinking how big the ovens were that baked them." 

A BAD HABIT. 

During a hard fi!t)st^ a lady repoving a gentleman 
for swearing, advising to leave it ofE^ «aNV&%iXN««s^^ 
veiy bad habi^ " True madam,^^ be w^'eS^ «'\nx^ 
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present it is too cold to leave off any habit, b& it ever 
SQ Ibd." 

' •* J. C. BERESFORD, 

a banker, and member from Dublin, during the re- 
bellioB,* rendered himself so very obnoxious to the 
rebels, in consequence of his vigilance in bringing 
them to punishment, that whenever tliey found any 
of his bank-notes in plundering a house, the general 
cry was, " By ! we'll ruin the rascal ! we'll de- 
stroy eveiy note of his we can find ;" and they acta- 
ally destroyed, as it is supposed, upwards of £20,000 
of his notes during the rebellion. 

^^^^ 

LAMP LIGHTER. 

A respectable glass cutter, canying an elegant ar- 
gand lamp in each hand, accidentally let one of them 
fall. A friend who was passing at the moment, im- 
mediately exclaimed, " My dear fellow, how I lament 
to see you reduced to the unfortunate state of being 
a lamp lighter,^ 



^^^^ 



ELEGANT APOSTROPHE. 

A gentleman known for his tardiness, was invited 
to join a paity to Nahant Contrary to all expectation, 
he was the fii^t on the ground ; and his friend, in 
surprise at his punctuality, burst out in the following 
lucid apostrophe — " So you're covcv^ first at last ; you 
used to be behhuLhefore ; I suspect you get up ecpiy 
of late:' 



CONVICTS, 



Whilst some convicts were passing through tl^e 
streets of Glasgow, a woman, struck at their harden- 
ed conduct, called out to them, << Ah ! you wretched 
creatures ; how can you be so meny in your dreadfUl 
mtuation ?** * Meny, mistreBS^" te^^od qclq of them. 
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^ whjr bless your funny heart, if you were in our 
Bituation, you would not only be meny, but actually 

^^^^ 

MR. OGLE, 

being at Locket's ordinaiy, where he was playing at 
hazard with a ^reat many lords, and having veiy 
good luck, ordered a porter to go up and down the 
street, and bring to him as many poor people as he 
could get; who in a little time brought upwards 
of a hund^d beggars. Whereupon Mr. Ode ordered 
them a shilling apiece, in meat and drink. By the time 
they had made an end of their allowance, Mr. Ogle 
had broke all the persons of quality, discharged me 
mumper's reckoning, and gave them sixpence he- 
odes. As he was going into Spring Gardens he 
met the duke of Monmouth, who asked him wnere 
he had been. ** Been," said he, " why I have been 
fulfilling the scripture." ** I believe you know nothing 
of the matter," returned the duke. "No matter for 
that," said Ogle, *^but I have JQled (he hwigry xmth 
good thingSy cmd the rich I have sent away emj^ly." 



BAD CREDIT. 

A gentleman, having lent a sum of money for two 
or three, days, to a person whose promise he had not 
much faith in, was much surprised to $nd, that he 
punctually kept his word vnth him. The same gen- 
ueman being some time after desirous of borrovnng 
a larger sum, ''No," said the other, ''you have de- 
ceived me once, and I am resolved you shall not da 
it a second time.** 

THE CARPENTSa WILL DO. 

A sea officer, for his courage in a former en- 
gagement, where he had lost his leg, had been 
preferred to the command of a ship. In the heat 
of the next eomgdmrnxL a cannon ball ^tcnksfiL \&ik 
4 
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wooden d^pu^, so that he fell upon the deck. A 
seaman, thinking he had been wounded, called out 
for a surgeon. <'No, uoj" said the captam, ^the 
cari^enter will do." 

^^^^ 

A JUDGE S BLESSING. 

A judge, on passing sentence of death upon an 
Irishman, said, as usual, ^ I have nothing now to do 
but to pass the dreadful sentence of the law upon 
you." "Oh! don't trouble yourself on my account," 
interrupted Pat. " I must do my duty," resumed the 
judge. "You must go from hence to -the place of 
execution, where you are to be.hanged by the neck, 
till you are dead ; and may the Ix>rd have merc^ 
on your soul !" — ^** I am much oblieed to you," said 
the prisoner, " but I never heard of any one thriving 
after yowr blessing^ 

^^^^ 

OLO'STE&'s DISCHARGE. 

An actor lielonging to Mr. Whiteley's company, had 
attempted the character of Glo'ster, in King Lear, 
hardly knowing a line of. it ; and the manager stood 
behind the scenes looking at him ; at length he came 
to this ))assage — ^ Now, ye great gods, give Glo'ster 
his discharge." "Make yourself easy," cried White- 
ly, "you shall have it the instant the curtain drops." 

A DIFFICULT PLACE AT COURT. 

A lady at court said, there was no place so diffi- 
cult to exercise there as a " moM of honor." 



DR. FRANKLIN. 



During the administration of Robert Walpole^ the 
transportation of convicts to America was consider* 
ed as a very great grievance. -Dr. Frankhn wrote 
to the minister the thanks of the colonistd $k the 
matotial care of Britain to this countiy, so ttraiii^ y 



manifested in this instance; and as a satisfactoTy 
]>roof of American gratitude, sent him a collection 
of rattlesnakes, which he advised him to have intro- 
duced into his majesty's gardens at Kew, in order 
that they might propagate, — assuring him, they would 
be as beneficial to. his majesty's English dominions as 
the British rattlesnake convicts had been to Atnerica. 

^^^^ 

COUNSELLOR CASTELLO, 

who made a distinguished figure at the Irish bar, hay- 
ing been promised the firat vacant seat on the bench, if 
he voted with the administration on a certain question^ 
he did so, but was passed over. Some time after, 
the privy council consulted him on a question. After 
he had heard it, he shrugged his shoulders, and 
dryly observed, *♦ Grentlemen, I am no judge,^* * 

^^^^ 

THE IRISH SOLDIER. 

During- the American war, whilst Colonel Bur- 
goyne commanded in Cork, he saw a corpulent 
soldier among the spectators on the parade, whom 
he addressed as follows: "Who are you, sir? You 
must be drilled twice a day to bring down your cor- 
poraiioiu Who are you, sir?" "Please your hdnor," 
replied Pat, " I am, sir, the skeleton of the 5th regi- 
ment of foot, who has just marched over fit>m Amer- 
ica." The fact was so, ft>r such was the carnage 
of that disastrous war, that only this fat soldier and 
Captain Webb returned to Europe, out of a ftiU 
regiment landed in America. 

^^^^ 

srnsRNE 

was married on a Saturday morning. His parishion- 
ers had timely information of this circumstance, and 
knowing he would preach the next morning at his 
parish ctiurch, and desirous, at the same time, of see- 
mg the bride, they assembled in such crowds, that 
the church was full before the bell had done tolling. 
The bride, as was expected, made her appearance^ 
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and die country folks indulged themselves with dieir 
usual oUmrations, till Sterne mounted the pulpit ; 
then every eye was directed to him> and every ear 
ready to catch the words of the text, which, to their 
astonishment, was the following: — ^^We toiled all 
the night, and have taken nothing." The discourse 
turned out, as usual, very instructive ; and all went 
home highly delighted except poor Mrs. Sterne, who 
blushed down to her fingers' ends every step of the 
way to her house. 

^^^^ 

FRANKLm OJV PEATH. 

^ I look upon death,'' says the republican phUoso- 
pher, Dr. Franklin, *< to be as necessary to pur con- 
stitution as sleep. — ^We shall rise refreshed in the 
morning." 

^^^^ 

EARL OF SHAFTESBURY. 

Soon after Loid Ashley had taken his seat in die 
iiouse of commons, he rose to speak in support of 
the act <<for granting counsel to prisoners in cases 
of high treason," but found himse^ so embarrassed, 
that he was unable to proceed. The house cheered 
him ; and, recovering fix>m his confusion, he veiy 
happily turned the cufficulty and embarrassment of 
his own situation in favor of the bilL ^ If I, sir," 
said he, addressing the speaker, ''if I, who rise only' 
to ofier my opinion on the bill now depending, ani 
now so confounded that I am unable to express the 
least of what I intended to say, what must the con- 
dition of that man be, who, vnthout any assistancei 
is pleading for his life ?" 

eEOORAFHT OF THE WORLD. 

The celebrated Heylin, soon after publishing his 
" Geography of the World," accepted an invitatioa 
to spend a few weeks with a gentleman who lived 
on the New Forest, Hampdure, with (tirections yr^Mn 
his servant should meet him to conduct him thither. 
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As soon aa he was joined by the gentleman's servant, 
tJiey struck off into the forest, and after riding for a 
coiisiderahle tirvie, Mr. Heylin ai^ed if that was the 
right road; and to his astonishment received for 
answer, that the conductor, did not know, but that 
he had heard thera was a near cut to bis master's 
house through the thicket ; and he cectainly thought, 
as Mr. Heyhn had written tlje ** Geography of the 
World," that such a road could not be unknown 
to him. 

^^^^ 

DISCONSOLATE HdUSE. 

A man, being asked by his neighbor how his wifo 
did, made tliis answer — ^ Indeed, sir, the case is piti- 
ful ; my wife fears she shall die, and I fear she tnU 
not die, which makes a most disconsolate JumseJ* 



SEEING THE KINO. 

A countryman went to Weymouth for the pur- 
pose of seeing his majesty. On his return home, he 
was asked if the sight answered his expectation. 
" No," said the clodliopper, ** I never was so disap- 
pointed in all my life ; why do you know, now, his 
arms were, for all the world, like the arms of any of 
us common men ; and I wish I may die if I hav'ht 
heard a thousand times, that his arms were a lion' 
and a unicorn," 

^^^^ 

ISACKLIN, 

when over eighty years of age, performed at Covent 
Garden theatre, and was much mortified to observe 
the small power of attraction which the performance 
of his best characters seemed to possess. One even- 
ing, when the Miser was to be performed, previous 
to the beginning of the play, he was dressed for the 
part, and walking beliind the curtain with that truly 
excellent actress Mrs. Green, who was dressed for 
Lappet— White thus engaged, he lameated ^2da ^ftr> 
4* 
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gMwretd taste of the age, and the caprice which 
cmeFBted agamst once feyorite actors. In the course 
of these lamentations, he eveiy now and then took a 
peep diTOugh the slit The bell rang to clear the 
stage. Maclin stopped a moment to take another 
look, and observing that he was likely to play to 
emfky benches, he turned to Airs. Green, and ex- 
clamied, ^Ah Jenny! Jenny! when Mrs. Olive 
played Lappet, we did not draw up the curtain 
to such houses as this !" The lady, piqued at his 
observation, took a peep in her turn, and mimick- 
ing his solemnity of manner, retorted, " Ah ! Charles ! 
Charles ! when Mr. Shuter played Lovegold, we did 
not draw up the curtain to sucn houses as this !" 

^^^^ 

LONG MEMORIES. 

A party of gentlemen were conversing upon the 
tenacity of memoiy as to circumstances which oc- 
curred in childhood : some went back as early as to 
finir, others three years, and some to twelve months 
of age. — One grave, caustic gentleman observed that 
he could remember the day before he was bom. 
Some were surprised at the circumstance, and rather 
doubted it ; but he convinced them at once — **^ Gen- 
tlemen," quoth he, ** I remember it by this fact, for I 
was very anxious, and load awake all night crying^ for 
fear Imrndd ht bom a girL^ 

^^^^ 

APROPOS PSALM SINGING. 

Many years ago, in "old continental times," an 

obscure parish, uj a comer of the town of W ^ in 

Connecticut, set about the erection of a house of 
public worship. As not unfiiequently occurs on such 
occasions, a disagreement took place about the loca- 
tion of the house, which, after the fiame was ndsed, 
grew to such a height, that the work was eliappei ; 
and the uncovered name stood for yean exposed to 
the elemrats, until it literally tumbled down. An 
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Jttempt WHS then made to rebuild the hoiue ; a new 
fiame was provided for the purpose, and the socie^ 
gathered togedier for the raismg. Among those pres- 
ent was the kte Dr. Lemuel Hopkins^ of witty 
memoiy, (then a boy,) together with his Either, the 
clergyman of the adjoining parish. It was poposed 
to have singing and prayers before the raismff com- 
menced ; but mere was no psalm book there. Young 
Hopkins, however, suggested that he could remem- 
ber a psalm, and was accordinp^ly requested to mve 
it out in the old way, by **linmg it*^ He theren>re 
began. 

^Except the Lord doth build the house, 

^The bmlders work in vain — 

These being sung to the good old tune of Mkar^ he 
continued 

^ Except the -Lord doth finish it, 
<"TwiU tumble down again." 

^^^^ 

OISTKESS. 

A landlord threatened a poor Irishman, the other 
day, to put a distress in his house, if he did not pay 
the rent — ^ Put a distress in, is it vou mane 7" said 
Pat : ^ Och, by St. Anthony's sow, but you had better 
take distress ovJt ; there's too much in ah'eady, by ttie 
mither that bore me !" 

A FEMALE SINGER. 

mi 

A lady, who, during the troubles in France, had 
been very much reduced in her circumstances, was 
obliged to profit b^ the gifts of nature ; and having 
acquired science m the art of music, edie supported 
herself and femily by giving concerts and smging 
operas, until the troubles of me revolution had sub- 
sided, and she had recovered some part of her plun- 
dered property. Having been called to the court of 
a ceitam sovereign to ^rform in an opera, as well 
as at private and public court conoerti^ she demsml' 
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ed a thousand pounds for a certain number of mghts. 
** Mercy r said the prince, '' that's inore than tlie 
salary of a field-marshal." ^ Make him sing, then," 
rejoined the lady, and left the court 

A SMART REPROOF. 

In a certain department of the custom-house in 
London, a gentleman connected with the said depart- 
ment, being requested to stop a few minutes longer, 
seized his hat, buttoned his coat, and bolted off, de- 
claring he would not stop a moment longer " for the 
king." " Perlmps, Mr. , remarked the disappoint- 
ed party, ^ you mij^ht not for a king, but I am sure 
you would for a sovereign,^ 

REVERENCE FOR THE SABBATH. 

In the year 1258, at Tewksbury, a certain Jew, on 
Saturday, fell into a pool, and would not allow him- 
self to l)e drawn out on Satunlay, on account of his 
reverence for the Sabbuth ; but Richard de Clew, 
earl of Gloucester, would not allow him to be drawn 
out on the next day, being Sunday, because of his 
reverence of his own Sabbath ; and so the Jew died. 

••^^ 

TALKATIVE. 

Two citizens were lately comparing notes upon 
the merits of their spouses. "Mine," said the one, 
" would be a very good wife, if she were no^t so talk' 
ativeJ" ** Talk at evtP* replied the other, ** why you 
are a happy fellow ; my wife talks vwming^ noon- and 
night:' 

^^^^ 

VALUE OF LOOKS, 

At a late Newcastle bazaar, a young gentleman 
Ungermg for some time at one of the stiuls, which 
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WM attended by a veiy handBome young lady. ^ The 
cbarve for your inspection of my wares," said the 
feir dealer, ''is half a crown, sir." ** I was admiring 
your beauQr, ma'am, and not that of your goods," re- 
plied the gallant ''That is five shillings," replied 
the lady with great readiness, and po demand was 
more cheerfully complied with. 

^^^^ 

A FIQ STTE. 

^ I live in Julia's eyes," said an aflfeotionate dandy 
in Ck>lman's hearing. " I don't wonder at it," replied 
GeorgCj "since I observed she had a «^ in one 
of 'em when I saw her last" 

^^^^ 

CHAPS. 

A pret^ gill was latdy complaining to a fiUnd^ 
that she had a cold, and was sadly plagued in her 
lips by chaps. " Friend," said Obadiah, " ttiee should 
never mif&t the chops to come near thy lips." 

^^^^ 

A TEin)£R SPOUSE. 

An old gentleman who was crippled with a pain* 
ful bile, in attempting to go down cellar to draw 
some cider, taking with him a blue and white muff 
which was highly valued in the family, fell and 
broke the bile, which put him in great pain. His 
tender spouse, more anxious for her darhng mug 
than the welfare of her better hal^ ran to the head 
of the stairs, and' called out — ^"My dear, have you 
broken the mug ?" Smarting with the pain, he re- 
plied — *^ No ; but I will," and inunediately dashed it 
against the wall. 

^^^^ 

MB. ERSKINE. ^ 

In the court of king's bench, a wimess named Ian- 
c<dn was called to prove a hand-writing; and ha^riiuq^ 
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looked at the paper some time without speaking, Mr. 
Erskine exclaimed, ^ Well, sir, what is your belief? 
Don't let the devil overlook lAncoln, but give us 
your opinion of the hand writing." The witness, 
with great composure, turned round and said, '*I 
did not observe, sir, tliat you were looking over me ; 
and, as for the hand wnting, I can form no judg-^ 
ment of it" >The court was convulsed with laughter. 

GEORGE I. 

Mr. had killed a man very basely, and judge 

Dormer, whose sister he had niairied, went to king 
George I, to petition for him ; allowing, however, 
that nothing could be urged in alleviation of his 
crime, but mat he hoped his majesty would save him 
and his faniily from tlie infamy his execution would 
bring upon them. " So, Mr. Justice," said the king, 
** what you propose to me is, that I should transfer 
the in&my from you and your family, to me and 
my family ; but I shall do no such thing." 

^.^^^ 

QI7EEN ELIZABETH 

placed dissimulation among the qualities necessary 
for sovereigns. A bishop once took the liberty to 
represent to her, that in a particular instance she 
had acted more like a politician than a Christian. 
" I see plainly, my lord," said she, " by your remark, 
that although" you may be well acquainted viith other 
parts of the scriptures, you have never read the books 
of JKng«." 



CERVANTES. 



He gave a proof that his generosity was equal to 
his genius. In the early part of his life, he was a 
slave in Algiers, and there concerted a plan to free 
himself and thirteen fellow sufierers. One of them 
betrayed the design, and they were all conveyed to 
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the dey, who promised them their lives on condition 
they didcovered the contriver of the plot. " I was 
that person," exclaimed the intrepid Cervantes ; **8ave 
ni^ coni.panions, and let me perii'h.'' The dey, struck 
with his noble confession, spared his life, allowed 
hint to be ransomed, and permitted him to depart 
.home. 

^^^^ 

MISS WILBERFORCE. 

When Mr. Willierforce was a candidate for Hull, 
his sister, an amiable and witty youns: lady, offered 
the compliment of a new gown fo each of the wives 
of those freemen who voted for her brother; on 
which she was saluted with a cry of " Miss Wilber- 
force for ever /" when she pleasantly observed, •* I 
thank you, gentlemen ; but I cannot agree with you ; 
for really I do not wish to be Miss fVUherforce for 
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^^^^ 



schoolmaster's question. 

A child, who lately began to learn to read, in 
a charity school, was, among other words, spelling 
M, I, L, K, which he could not immediately put to- 
gether, to say what they speh, when the master said, 
^Well, sir, — what does your mother put into her 
tea ?" ** Rum, sir," answered the boy, 

BURKE. 

The following idea of Mr. Burke, attributed to 
General Fitzpatrick, is veiy characteristic. ^SsSl any 
person of either house, who is the best inforroed 
man, the-answer will certainly be Mr. Burice. Whb 
is the man of ^he greatest wit ? Mr. Burke. Who is 
the most eloquent ? Mr. Burke. Who is the most 
tiresome of all orators? he will still receive the aamo 
answer, Mr. Buike." 
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CURIOSITY. 
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AHttle tnvellinisf Frenchman chanced to break- 
fest at a tavern with a tall, bony Jonathan, who ate 
Yomciouslv. The Frenchman was astonished, and 
aisked, with a flourishing bow, ^ Sare, vil you be so 
polite as to tell me, is dat you breakfass or you din- 
uair vat you make ?" The Yankee at first made no 
reply, but Monsieur, not satisfied, repeated the ques- 
tion. *'Go to the d— — l," says Jonathan, feeling 
himself insulted. A challenge ensued, and the Ken- 
pickv rifle proved too much for' the little French- 
man's vitality. Wl^le he was vnithing in his last 
agonies, Jonathan's compassion waa awakened, and 
he entreated the litde Frenchman, if there was any 
thing he could do for him, though it should cost him 
years to perform it, to let him know, and it should be 
done. ** O monsieun,'! replied the d3inff man, " teU 
me, was dat you dinnair, or you brea^uss you did 
make, and I will die happy." 

^^^^ 

MRS. BURNET, 

daughter of Dean Stanhope, being near fainting, and 
just at the point of death, the attendants rubb^ hOT 
temples with Hungaiy water. She entreated them 
to denst, adding, *< Though I feel it refreshing, I am 
afiraid it wiU make my hur turn gray." 

^^^^ 

FULL MEASURE. 

A Quaker, on alighting at an inn, immediately 
caned for some porter, and observing the pint defi« 
cient in quantity, thus addressed the landlord : ** Pray, 
friend, how many butts of beer dost thou draw in a 
month? " " Ten, sir," replied Boniface. "And wouJd'te 
thou like to draw deven, if thou could'st ?" rejcMned 
Ebenezer. " Certainly," exclaimed the smilinff land- 
lord. ^ Then I wiU tell thee how, fiiend," added the 
Quaker ; ^fU ihy measures*^ 
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GSOROB m. 

The king was asked one dav by Lord North* at a 
leyee, when he had seen the old dutchess of Bedford, 
who was well known to use an uncomnum quantity 
of paint : to which his majesty xBplied — He had not 
seen her &ce, nor had any other person, he believed, 
fi)r more than twenty years. 

^^^^ 

A WOULD-BE DRAMATIC AT7TH0B, 

on presenting a comedy to the manager of Tre- 
mont theatre, assured him that it was a production 
by no means to be laughed aL 



A BIDING HABIT. 

A gentleman, who veiy frequently went to take 
an ainng on horseback, was observed always to come 
home drunk, although he was never knovni to be 
intoxicated with liquor at any other time ; where- 
upon a fnend of his archly observed, ''that althoujg^ 
he had a habit of getting cfninft, it vma. only ma 

riding habU/* 

^^^^ 

A MONK, 

who had introduced himself to the bednde of a 
dying nobleman, who was at that time in a state 
of insensbilitys continued crying tmt, ''My lord, 
will you make a grant of such ami such a thing to 
our monasteiy 7^ The sick man, unable to speak, nod- 
ded h^ h^uL The monk turaSed round to his son, 
who was in the room. "You see, sir, that my lord, 
your fadier, gives his consrat to my request" The 
son immediately exclaimed, Tather, is it your vnll 
that I should kick this monk down stairsP' The 
usual nod was ffiven ; and the youth instantly re- 
warded the asnudties of the monk by sendincL ^udgl 
widi great pracipitBtm eat of thA VtfMiA^ 
5 
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cesB^afiid being in y^ needy drcumstances, hit upon 
the fi>lk>win^ expedient to keep himself and them 
fiom BtarvBtHHi: He gave out mat in consideFation 
of the encouragement he had received, he would 
perform one niffht for ihe benefit of the poor, provided 
the town woukl pay dle^3xpense8 ; which offer the 
overseers accept^. Next morning the overseers 
applied for the money. ^ De money r exclaimed he ; 
^I hwot dutrUnikd de mon^ myseff' among de poorJ* 
"How 80, sir?" *^ I gwe m mMi^ to my peojde, wha^ 
I am sure, he de poond in disparishr *^rho, Mr. 
Breslajfe," said they, ^thisis all a trick!" '^Atric^! 
Yes, by gar," replied the conjurer, " I live by my 
tricks r 

NATHAN VS. SOLOMON. 

A matter was heard before one of the magistrates 
between two Jews — ^^ Nathan verAis Solomon." — It 
tunned out to be a viUanous firaud practised upon 
the former, in a barg^ of dd domes, — ^After the 
award, the magistrate, jocularly addressing the plain- 
tiff said, **" I wonder, my honest fellow, that' wju 
should be taken in by one of yawr own tribeJ* ^ Ah, 
sir," replied Nathan, '^yourVorship does not con- 
sider that every Jew if not a Solomon." 

• 

HATCHING CHICKENS. 

A Frenchman, being taken prisoner by the Alse- 
rines, was asked what he could do as a slave ? fitis 
answer was, he had been used to a sedentary employ- 
ment ** Well, then," said the pirates, " we will put 
you on a pair oi feather breeches, and make 'you 
natck chiekms,^ 

m 

SINGULAR MISTAKE. • 

As Lord Eardly passed through Glasgow on his 
tour to the HighlancCi,he wanted some clothes nuida^ 
and oidered me waiter at the Star inn, to send fiir 
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the principal iaxior. The man, with the best inten- 
tions, instantly despatched a message to the Rev. 
Principal Taylor, of Glasgow college, who soon after 
apf)eared, when the eccluircissenieut with his lord- 
ship was truly ludicrous. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD BOTHER. 

The won! ho^ihcT was first used by a sergeant, who, 
being exf)osed to tlie volubility of two Irishmen, vnt 
at each ear, cried, " Don't both ear me !" Hence the 
verb to bother. 

^^^^ 

TOKENS OF CIVILIZATION. 

A person who had resided for some time on tlie 
coast of Africa, was asked if he thought it were pos- 
sible to civilize the natives. " As a proof of tlio 
possibility of it," replied he, " I have known some 
negroes, who thought as little of a lie or an oaKh as 
any European." 

^^^^ 

I 

JACK AND THE PARSON. - 

An old jack tar, just returned from sea, met his 
old messmate. Bet Blowsey ; lie was so overjoyed 
that he determined to commit matrimony; but at 
the altar the parson demurred, as there wds not cash 
enough between them to pay the fees ; on which 
Jack, thrusting a few shillings into the sleeve of his 
cassock, exclaimed, '*D^ — it, brother, never mind ; 
marry us as far as it wiU go.^ 

^^^^ 

SAST DAT. 

A gentleman who employs a great number of 
hands in a manufactory in the west of England, in ' 
order to encourage his worit people in a due atten- 
dance at church on a late ffast day^ told thft\£L ^&ax 
if they went to church thsy ^o\K\aL Tfi«Rsw^ '^e^a 
•" 5* 
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wages for that day.in the same manner as if they had 
been at work. Upon which a deputation was ap- 
pointed to acquaint their employer, that if he would 
pay them fi>r dver hafurs^ they would attend likewise 
at the Methodist chapel in the evening. 

^^^^ 

A SWEET FUir. 

A lady, at a late entertunment, asked a gentleman 
if he could eat ctiftordL ^Yes, madam,''^ said hOi 
''it is evanitrhaitd, if I cannot" 



BfUTTON. 



A man was lately brought before a magistrate^ 
chai^^ with stealing a dtad likttp ; the magistrate 
dismissed the compmint, observing, that there was 
no such thing, as when a 8he^ died, it became mvUon* 



MR. GODWIN. 

This modem pkQosophtr, dining lately with the earl 
of Gruildford and a large party, undertook to answer 
an^ question in natural philosophy. Said his lord- 
ship, **! will go no farther than my plate to puzzle 
you ; here is a tool : now tell me the reason why 
this fish, which has always lived in salt uxxter, should 
come outy^e^^?^ The laugh was completely against 
the sUeni phQotopher. 

^^^^ 

VERMONT JOCKEY. 

A countrjrman firom Vermont ofl^ied a horse for 
sale to a merchant in Boston. The merchant, sup- 
poong that the fellow had procured the horse du- 
bonesdy, asked if he knew 'Squire — > of Windsor, 
Vt. He answered, ''Yes." "Well," says the merchant 
"he is a great rascal." "Very well," replied Um 
jockey, "he says the same of you." Being asked 
vrjuch Jie be]ieyedr---^F«&t3[^\\NAM(^^QqLb(l^^ ' 
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REPORTERS. 



.When the tax on newspapers, proposed by Mr. 
Pitt in 1789, was under discussion in the house of 
commons, Mr. Drake said that he disliked the tax, 
and would oppose it from motives of gratitude. 
** The gentlemen concerned in writing for them, had 
been particularly kind to him ; they had made him 
deliver many well-shaped speeches, though he was 
convinced he had never spoken so well in his whole 
life." 



POWER OF ELOCUTION. 

Hooke read some passages in his Roman Histoiy 
to Onslow, (the speaker of the house of commons,^ 
who piqued himself upon his reading, and begsea 
him to give his opinion of the work. The sp^iker 
answered, as if in a passion, '^I cannot tell what to 
think of it ; it may be nonsense for any thing I know, 
since your manner of reading has bewitched me." 

BRUISING PARSON. 

A certain bruising parson being examined at the 
Old Bailey on some point, the counsel, according to 
the usual custom of the court, attempted to browoeat 
him ; "I think you are the bruising parson," said he; 
''I am," answered the reverend divine, ^'and if you 
doubt it, and virill come out of court^ I wiU give it 

you under my hand." 

^^^^ 

PHARAOH IN THE RED SEA. 

A noUeman requested Hogarth to represent on 
<me of the compartments of his staircase, Pharaoh, 
and his host drowned in the Red sea, and at the same*' 
time hinted that no peat price would be given fi)r 
the performance^ Hoffarth agreedy tnd soon after 
apfihed for payment to his employer^ who^ seeing the 
apaee alkKted Arte ]^k«aiQ oiA^ ^MQ^ cn«&^«r<^ 
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red, reHised payment, as the work was not finished. 
"The picture is finished," exclaimed Hogarth. "Pha- 
raoh and his host ai'e drowned, as you desired, and 
cannot be made objects of siglit, lor the sea covers 
them." 

^^^■^ 

WOMAN. 

A gentleman sat down to write a deed, and began 
with " Know all women by these presents." — ^ You 
are wrong," said a bystander, " it ought to be, know 
all men" — ^ Very well," answered the other, " if all 
women know it, all men will of course." 

HANDEL. ' 

One Sunday, having attended divine worship at a 
country church, Handel asked the organist to permit 
him to play the people out ; to which, witli a politeness 
chanvcteristic ftf the profession, the organist consented. 
Handel accordingly sat down to the organ,, and be- 
gan to play in such a masterly manner, as instantly 
to attract the attention of the whole congregation, 
who, instead of vacating their seats as usual, remain- 
ed for a considerable space of time, fixed in silent 
admiration. The organist be^an to be impatient, and 
at lengtli addressing the permrmer, told him he was 
convinced that ht covld not play the people oidy and 
advised him to relinquish the attempt ; which being 
done, a few strains in the accustomed manner opera- ' 
ted like the reading of the riot act. 



^^^^ 



QUAKERS. 



An address of the Quakers to James 2d, on bis 
accession, preserved in Wanley's Common-place 
Book, is highly characteristic of that ^rewd sect. 
**We come to^ condole the death of our fnend 
ChBx\^ \ and we are glad thou art come to be our 
iti/er. Wiehearthouaita^taetittlrtromthechiirch 
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of England, and so are we. We beg that thou 
wouldst grant us the same liberty that thou takest 
thydelf ; and so we wish thee well FarewelL** 



STARVING AN APOTHECART. 

A Quaker apothecary, meeting Dr. FotberffiJ], 
thus accosted him : '' Friend Fothergill, I intend to 
dine with thee to-day .'^ *' I shall' be elad to see thee." 
**I intend bringing my family wim me," said the 
apothecary. *< So much the better," replied the doc- 
tor. ^ But pray, friend, hast diou not some joke ?" 
^No joke, indeed," rejoined the apothecair, ^but 
very serious matter. Thou hast attended firiend 
Ephraim three days, and ordered him no medicine. 
I cannot at this rate live in my own house, and 
must live in thine." The doctor took the hint, and 
presc;ribed handsomely for the benefit of his fiiend 
Ephndm, and his fiiend Leech the apothecary. 

^^^^ - 

HIGHLANDER AND BARBER. 

A Highlander who sold l»ooins went into a bar- 
bel's shop in Glasgow, a few days since, to get 
shaved. The barber bought one of nis brooms, and, 
after having shaved him, ae^ed the price of it. 
^ Two pence," said the Highlander. ^ No, no," 
said the barber, ^ 111 give yoa a peMiy ; if that does 
not satisfy you, take hack die bnxnn again." Hie 
Highlander took it, and asked what he had to pay ? 
**A penny," said Strap. "Ill gie you a bauoee," 
said Duncan, ''and if that dinna satisfy ye, ye may 
put on my bc«rd again." 

^^^^ 

FLATOON OF FHTSICIANS. 

A general on the point of death, opening his eyes, 
and seeinff a consultation of three phyEacians, who 
were stanmng close by his bed-side, &mtly exclaim- 
ed, ^ Gentlemen, if you fire Ijy platoons, it is all over 
wHh me !" and instantly expired. 
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THE DISEASE AND THE DOCTOR. 

Two friends being taken ill about tbe same tinie, 
one of them recovered his health long liefore the 
other, upon which some suiprise lieing expressed^ 
the- first convalescent observed, ^ He had nothing but 
his disorder to contend with, but that his friend 
had tliat and the doctor into the bargain." 

• 

wixiTING HISTORY. 

When Leti, the historian, was one day attending the 
levee of Charles the Second, he said to him, "Leti, 
I hear you are writing the history of the court of 
England.'' " Sire, I have been for some time pre- 
paring materials for such a history." "Take care 
that your work give no offence," said the prince. 
Leti replied, " Sire, I will do what I can, but if a 
man were as wise as Solomon, he scarcely would be 
able to avoid giving offence." " Why tlien," rejoined 
the king, " be as wise as Solomon ; write proverbs, 
not histories." 

^^^^ 

A DIFFICULT TASK. 

One day, when King James the First had been 
reading a work, entitled, a " Description of the Policy 
of the Church o^- England," written by the historian 
Calderwood, he was peevish and disconcerted. A 
prelate, standing by, inquired of his majesty the 
cause, of his uneasiness. He replied, that he had 
' been reading such a work. To this the prelate re- 
plied, "DonT your majesty trouble yourself about 
that ; we will answer it." In a passion, the king re- 
plied, "What would you answer, man? There is 
nothing here but scripture, reason and the fathers." 

JEWISH SCRUPLES REMOVED. 

The son of a celebrated Jew was about lieins 
xnarne^ to a Chrisliaxi, on vrXucVi \he &ther objected 
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to the smalloess of the lady's fortune ; however, the 
young gentleman told his father that, if he ohiected, 
lie would turn Christian, and obtain half what he 
possessed ; whereupon the father consulted counsel, 
and was inibrmed that such was the law, that his 
son, turning Cliristinn, would obtain half his estate ; 
'*But if you will give me ten guineas," said he, ''I 
will put you in a way to disappoint him." At this 
news tlie old man's hopes revived, and, upon giving 
the ten guineas, the counsellor replied, with a smile, 
*^ You have nothing to do but to turn Christian 
yourself." 

^^^■^ 

FOOTS. 

As Foote, in the early part of his life, was one night 
walking down a street in the neighborhood of^ Ox- 
ford road, he was accosted with great civility by a 
sliabby fellow, who asked him the tvay to Tyburn, 
To which Foote repliedr— "My good fellow, you 
have only to rob the fii-st person you meet, and you'll 
find your way there easily." The fellow very heartily 
thanked him for his advice, and, presenting a pistol, 
ordered him to deliver his money, on pain of having 
his bi-ains blown out. With this injunction he was 
obliged to comply, though to his great mortification, 
as he lost his jest and his money. 

STAGE COACH FARCE. 

Mr. Watson (proprietor of the Cheltenham theatre) 
was once acting in a farce called Tht Stage Coach; 
and the whole of the entertainment was so bad that 
the audience loudly testified their disapprobation. 
Towards the conclusion, an Irish gentleman in the 
pit, who had not been much pleased with his Journey, 
inquired of Mr. Watson, then on the boards, whether 
the Stage Coach Was likely to have a run — ^^ Be- 
cause," continued be, " if it is so, I shall beg leave 
to be an outside passenger!" 
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T^S SAILOR Alfp WIDOW. 

<< It k a is^ame," exclaimed an old sea officer, at the 
aght of a young and chalrming widow, ^ that a ship 
fit for an admiral, should be obliged to lie up for 
want of men to woik her." — ^Then, added he, with 
Gratiano, though perhaps he knew no more of Shak- 
speare, than he did of the Talmud or the Koran, 

" I have a wife— 

** I would she were in heaven !" 

^^^^ 

MR. POWELL, 

SO eminent for his tragic powers, may be literally 
.said to have felt ''the ruling passion sux>ng in death. 
When he was on his death-bed, and Mrs^ Powell 
had left the room, Mrs. Hannah More, who sat by 
his bed-dde, was alarmed W his cheek -suddenly 
assuming a lively color. He at the same time 
threw himself into the proper attitude, and exclaimed, 

*^ Is this a dagger that I see before me ?" 

A moment after this, as if sensible of his danger, he 
cried out, ^ O God !" and instantly expired. 

JAMES THE FIRST 

gave all manner of encouragement to the exercise 
of buffoonery, and took great delight in it himselfl 
Happening, one day, to bear rather hard on one of 
his Scotch courtiers — ^By my soul," returned the 
peer, ^ He who made your majesty a kingy spoiled the 
best fool in Christendom T' 



THE FAINTEr's ETE. 



Grainsborougfa, the celebrated painter, attending as 
a witness in an action, was asked bv the cross-ex* 
amininjf counsel, whether he did not think there was 
something necessary, besides the eye, to regulate 
aa^Mttiat^a opimon xesj^ecStiii^ «l \iictiurei. *I be* 
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lieve," replied the witness, *^ the vtracUy and mt^pHv 
of a pannta^s eye, is at least equal to a pUaaar9 
tongue/' 

^^^^ 

Van t&omp. 

The Dutch admiral Van Tromp, who was a lar^, 
heavy man, was once chaUeoged by a thin, active 
French officer. ^ We are not upon equal terms with 
rapiers," said Van Tromp, ^but call upon me to-mor- 
row morning, and we ytXL adjust the affidr." When 
the Frenchman called, he ibund the Dutch admiral 
bestridinff a barrel of gunpowder ! ^ There is room 
enough for you," said Vlfti Tromp, **at the other end. 
of the barrel ; sit down ; there is the match ; and 
as you are the chaUenger^ give fire." The French- 
man was thunderstruck at tms ternble mode of fight- 
ing ; but as the Dutch admiral told him he would 
fight no other way, terms of acc<nnmodation ensued. 



THE DOUBLE DISCOVEB|^ 

Monsieur Delafarre had ibr a Ions time been 
enamoured with Madame Sabliere, when, one day, 
on visiting that lady, as he was about to salute 
her — ^^My God, madame!" said he, ^what have 
you got in your eye ?" — ^ Ah, La&nre !" replied she, 
''you no longer love me ; I hav^ all my life had that 
defect, but you never saw it till to-day r 

ESTIMATION OF GENIUS. 

Charles the Fifth asked Michael Angelo, one day, 
in what estimation he held Albert mirer? when, 
vnth all the noble firankness of a man of genius^ who 
knov!^ how to appreciate superior talents, he instant- 
ly replied^^*' I esteem him so highly, that I would, 
if I were not Michael Anselo, much radier be Al- 
bert Diuer than even Cbartes the FV&hr 
6 
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IMPORTANCE OF DESPATCH. 

The benevolent Dr. Wilson once discorered a 
clergyman at Bath, who was sick, poor, and had. a 
numerous family. In the evening, he gave a friend 
fifty |>ound8, requesting he would deliver it in the 
most delicate manner, and as from an unknown 
person. The friend replied, " I will wait upon him 
early in the morning." "You will oblige me by 
calling directly. Think, sir, of what importance a 
good night's rest may be to the poor man." 

•^^^^ 

LORD WHITWORTH, 

when h^ had compromised the famous disputes be- 
tween the court of England and Peter the First, 
relative to the arrest of the latter's ambassador for 
debt, and which^but for the singular address of 
Queen Anne and this able minister, might have in- 
volved England in war, was invited to a ball at the 
court of St. Petersburgh, and was further honored 
by being taken out to dance a minuet with the cza- 
rina. ♦ 

His lordship, though he had a personal intimacy 
with this extraordinary woman long before she could 
have any possible chance of a diadem, still approach- 
ed her with all the respect due to her exalted station ; 
which the empress perceiving, just l)efore they cotn- 
menced the minuet, she whispered him, '^What, 
my lord, have you forgot little Kate ?" 

UNEXPECTED ESCAPE. 

At the Stafford summer assizes, in 1796, one 
of the prisoners, William Cotterell, was indicted for 
a burglary and robbery, and, in spite of the reoion- 
strances of counsel, pleaded guilty ; nor could he be 
persuaded to offer any other plea, until the judge 
threatened, .in case he persisted, that he would order 
him for speedy execution. He then pleaded not 
guilty, and his trial proceeded ; but owing to defective 
evidence, he was very unexpectedly acquitted. 
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BORROWINe. 

The Egyptians had ^ very remaricahle ordinance ^ 
to prevent persons from borrowing. imprudently: an" 
Egyptian was not permitted to l)orrow, without giv- 
ing to his creditor in pledge the body of his &ther. 
It was deemed both an impiety and an infamy, not 
to redeem so sacred a pledge. A person who died 
without discharging that duty, was deprived of the 
customary honors paid to the dead. 



A ooon APOLoor. 

In a court of sessions%i Scotland, the judges who 
do hot attend, or give a proper excuse for their ab- 
sence, are, by law, liable to a fine. This law, how- 
ever, is never enforced ; but it m common, on the 
first day of the session, for the absentee to send an 
excuse to the lord president, Lord Stonefield hav- 
ing sent an excuse, on the president mentioning it, 
the late Lord Justice Clerk Braxfield said, in his 
braad dialect, " What excuse can a g^out fellow like 
him hae ?" "My lord," said the pre&dent, "he has 
lost liis wife.** The justice, who was fitted with a 
Xantippe, replied, " Aas he ? that is a gude excusei 
indeed ; I wish we had a' the same." 



SIR MATTHEW HALE. 

A nobleman of the first distinction went once to the 
chamber of Sir Matthew Hale, when chief baron of 
the exchequer, .and told him, "that, having a suit at 
law to be tried before him, he had come to acquaint his 
lordship with it, that he migfit the lietter understand 
the matter when it should come into court.'' Hale 
immediately interrupted him, ant! said, he did not 
deal fairly to come to his chamber alK)ut such affairs, 
for he never received information of any causes but 
in open court, where lioth parties were to be heard 
alike. The nobleman went away not a little dis- 
satisfied, and complained to the king (Charles 2d\ 
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of Judge Hale's condii^ as a nidenen that wu not 
to be endiued. His majesty denied him to be con- 
tent that he was used no worse, adding, ''that he 
verily believed the baron would have luiA himself 
no better, had he gone to solicit him privately in aiqr 
one of his own causes." 

SBETFIKIJ), DUKE OF BUCKHfOHAM. 

This nobleman was one of the last who iniitted 
his old master James 2d, and replied very nobly to 
King William, who asked him how he would have 
behaved if he had been ii^e privy to the desim 
of bringing in the prince of Grange. *^ Sir^ I would 
have discovered it to the king whom! then served." 
^ I should not then have blamed you," was the hon- 
orable answer of MiUliam. 

' HOUSE OF COmiECTION. 

A justice of the peace, who was possessed with 
the itch of scribbling, and had written a book which 
he intended to pubfish, sent it to Ben Jonson for his 
opinion, who, finding it fiiU of absurdities, returned 
it with his compliments, and desired his worship 
would send it to the hovAt of correction. 

LIVING WITHOUT BRAINS. 

As the late professor H was walking near 

Edinbur^, he met one of those beings usually called 
fools, "rray," said the professor, "how long can 
a man live without bndns." ^ I dinna ken," replied 
the fellow, scratching his head ; ^pray how lang hae 
you lived yoursel, sir ?" 



SUPERVISOR AND TANNER, 



A tanner near Swaffham, in Norfolk, invited tiie 
supervisor to dine with him, and after pushhig tiie 
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bottle about briskly, the supervisor took his leave; 
but, in passing through the tan-yarcl, he unfortunate- 
ly fe\[ into a vat, and called lustily for the tanner's 
assistance to get out, but to no purpose; ^F'or," 
said the tanner, ^ if I draw any hides without giving 
twelve hours' notice, I shall be exchequered and 
ruined : but I'll go and inform the exciseman." 

^^^^ 

HARSHAL VXLIiARS. 

Marshal Villars having quarrelled with the mis- 
tress and ministers of Louis 14th, occasion was soon 
found to send him to i|}in the army, then on a very 
disagreeable duty in Uermauy. When he came to 
maVe his farewell obeisance to the king, he mado 
the following remark : " Sire, I leave you surround- 
ed by my enemies, while I go to a place where I 
shall be surrounded by yours/* *• 



THE BEAR AND THE STAKE. 

Mr. Wilkes, going to Dolly's chop-house, acci- 
dentally placed himself near a rich and proud citizen, 
who almost stunned him with roaring for his steak, 
Mr. Wilkes, in the mean time, asking him some 
common question, received a very brutal answer. 
The steak coming at that instant, Mr. Wilkes turned 
to his friend, saying, ^See the difference between 
the city and a bear garden ; in the latter, the bear is 
brought to the stake^ but here the steak is brought to 
the bear." 

NO SOONER SAID THAN DONE. 

Oliver Cromwell, finding Jeremy White, who was 
attached to his daughter, in her chamber, down upon 
his knees, and kissing her hand, in a fury asked what 
was the meaning of such conduct White said, ^ I 
have a long time courted that young gentlewoman 
there, my ladv's maid, but cannot prevail ; I waa 
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praying her ladyi^p to intercede fbr me. The Pro- 
tector, turning to the young woman, cried, ^ Why 
do you refuse the honor Mr. White would do you ? 
He is my fiiend, and I expect you will treat him as 
such.** The lady's woman,. who demred nothing 
more, replied, ^tf Mr. White intends me that honor, 
I shall not be against it" ** Say you so, my lass 7^ 
cried Cromwell; ''call Godwyn; this buaneBB 
shall. be done before I go out of the room.** Tlie 
parson came, and Jeny and my lady's woman were 
married in presence of the Protector. 

^^^^ 

CAUSE Am) II^FECT. 

A phymcian, calling one day on a gendeman who 
had been severely "afflicted with the gout, found, to 
his surprise, the 'disease gone, and the patient re- 
joicing m his recovery over a bottle of wine. *^ Come 
alon^, doctor," ^xclaimed the valetudinarian, ''you 
are just in time to taste this bottle of Madeira ; it ia 
the first of a pipe that has just been broached." " Ah !" 
replied the doctor, " these pipes of Madeira will never 
do ; they are the cause of all your suffering " *^ Well, 
then, rejoined die gay incurable, " fill up your glassy 
for now that we have found out iht catue, the sooner 
we get rid of it the better." 

A GOOD EXAMPLE REWABPED. 

When the emperor Conrad the Third took the 
city of Munich, he decreed, that all the men should 
be put to the sword, and that the women miffht quit 
^e place, and take with them what they coukl cany* 
The emperor, seeing a multitude of women comioff 
out of the gates with their husbands on their shouf 
denB, grant^ the fives of the whole garrison. 

^^^^ 

A SOUND REASON. 

When Mr. Thelwall vras on his trial atjthe Old 
Bailey for high-treason, daring die evidence fyt ihm 
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prosecution, he wrote the following note, and sent it 
to his counsel — *^ Mr. Erskiiie, I am determined to 
plead my cause myself." Mr. E. wrote under it, 
** If you do, you will be banged." To which T. imme- 
diately returned this reply — *^ I'll be hanged if I do.** 

MISS POPE. 

Miss Pope was rallied one evening in the green- 
room by a certain actress, more noted for her gal- 
lantries than professional talents, on the largeness of 
her shape; on which ^e observed, ^I can only 
wish it, madam, as dfrndar as your reputation." 



A TEXT. 

A reverend divine, who lately preached before a 
&ishipnable congregation at the west end of the town, 
took for his text part of the 1st verse of the 13th 
chapter of the Revelation — ^ And the«« appeared a 
great wonder in heaven — a womanP 

^^^^ 

PLAN UPON PliAJET. 

The des^ of Bethlehem hospital was copied fiom 
the Tuileries in Paris. It is said that Looia 14th. 
provoked that his palace should be made the model 
for a mad-house, m revenge ordered'a plan of St 
James's /Ni2ace ibr a waJter-doset, 

^^^^ 

A HELP TO A SHORT BfEMORT. 

A Frenchman, being at confession, accused him- 
seUT of many crimes ; and among odier things ac- 
knowledged that not more than an hour before, he 
Sve his wife a sound drubbing. ^ Why did you do 
It, my son ?" said the father confosscMr. ** Wljy," 
replied the penitent, ^as my memoiy is defoctiTV^ 
I do the same thing every time I come Id nmiftMinn| 
and my wifo, in return, comes nttfing like a ]M|d 
storm, vnth a fkll, true and particular aooomt OJT 
every crime I have committed, fixm the hour I an» 
ried her to the day I drab her." 
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A BSNEFICX. 



A clergyman in the west of England being sup- 
posed at the point of death, a neighboring brother, 
who had some interest with his patron, applied for 
the next presentation ; upon which the former, who 
soon after recovered, upbraided him with the breach 
of friendship, and said he wanted his death. ** No, 
no, doctor,'' says the other, '* you quite mistake me ; 
it was your living I wanted." 



A GOOD APOLOGY. 

Erasmus, who was of a sickly constitution, and 
had therefore obtained a dispensation for eating of 
flesh in times of abstinence, being reproached by the 
pope for not observing Lent^-" I assure your holi- 
ness," said he, '* that my heart is a Catholic one, but 
I must confess that I have a Lutheran stomach," 

^^^^ 

SUBLIME AND BEAUTIFUL. 

Chateauneuf, keeper of the seats of Louis 13t]i, 
when a boy of only nine years old, was asked many 
questions by a bishop, and gave very prompt answeri 
to them all. At lengtii the prelate said, " I will ^ ve 
you an orange if you will tell me where God is ?" 
"My lord," replied the boy, "I will give you two 
oranges if you will tell me wlwrt he is not .'" 

^^^^ 

REPRESENTATIVES. 

The grand duke of Florence once complained to 
the Venetian am})assador, that the envoy who had 
been sent by the state, previous to his appointment, 
had conducted himself improperly, and was not 
qualified for the office. "Your highness," said the 
minister, " must be conscious that we have fools in 
Venice." " So have we in Florence," said the duke, 
*^}nA we do not send (hem to r^nreunt owrsdoau^ 
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GIVE THE DEVIL BIfi DUB. 



Dr. EcertoD, the late bishop of Duriiani, on com- 
ing to that see, employed a person of the name of 
Due as his agent, to find out the true value of the 
estates held under him, and, in consequence of Due^ 
report, greatly raised both the fine and the rents 
of his tenants ; on which account the following toast 
was fi^quently drunk in the bishopric. ^^M^Ly the 
Lord take the bishop, and the devil have his Due." 



CAKDINAL DUBOIS. 



- The &mous Cardinal Dubois, prime minister of 
France during the Orleans regency, had a violent 
temper, but wjbs by no means ill-natured. At one 
time he was swearing at his clerki, saying that with 
thirty clerks he coiud not get his business dpne. 
Venier, his secretary, after looking at him a long 
time in silence, answered, ^'Monseigneur, take one 
clerk more to swear and scold for you ; half your 
time will be saved, and your business will be done.** 
Dubois laughed, and was appeased. 



PERSONALITIES. 



An English paper gives an account of a Inief but 
candid conversation which took place between Mr. 
CPConnell and the marquis of Anglesea, on the sub- 
ject of personalities, in which the anxiety of both 
to spare each other's private feelings, and to consider 
each other solely in a pohtical point of view, was 
remarkably illustrated. The Insh orator told* the 
marquis that although strong excitement and r^ard 
for his country mi^t induce him to speak of his 
lordship in his public character with some severity, 
still he meant wMng personal {awards him. To this 
the marqiuB replied, by requesting Mr. O'Connell in 
future to be a htde m^re moderate and cool in his po- 
litical expressions ; « And," said he, « Mt. OKkKSM^s 



• 70 

you may one day go too fiir; and 1^ after this warnings 
you continue as violent, should you come to he hang- 
edf you must not consider it meant as any iking pet' 
swnm towards you,^ 



DEATH BT DEGREES. 

A phyacian who attended FonteneUe, once found 
him drinking cofiee. ^ My good sir," said this sage 
descendant of Galen« *' I am astonished to see you 
swallowing the juice of that pernicious berry ! Coffee 
is a slow poison,^^ ^ I should think it must be slow^ 
said F., ^for I have drank it with great perseverance 
for more than forty years." 



WELL AIMED. 



An Irishman, seeing a wicked litde boy hunly em- 
ployed in throwing stones at the gallows, called out 
lustily, ^ Go it ! my little fellow, go it ! I'll be an- 
swerable that you^U come to your mark at last !** 



COLLEGE ANECDOTE. 



A tutor, lecturing a young man on his irregular 
conduct, added with great pathos, " The rey)ort of 
your vices will bring your fathei^s gray hairs with 
sorrow to the grave." — ^**I beg your pardon, sir," 
replied the pupU ; ** my father wears a wig." 



A COMPLIMENT. 



A tery amiable woman, to whom Santeuil owed 
some money, one day met him, and said, "You 
never visit me now — is it because of the debt?" 
** Quite the contrary," replied the poet ; " my visitins 
you would prevent me from ever paying you.* 
" How so ?" said the lady. " Because," replied San- 
teuil, **when I see you I forget ail disagreeablt 
things." 
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CORONATION. 



At a late coronation, a gentleman paid six guinea||. 
for a seat in Westminster-abbey; tlie instant the 
king entered, he turned to a friend, and protested he 
was the greatest fool in Britain. "Indeed," said 
his friend, " how so ?" ** Why, sir, I paid six guin- 
eas for a seat here, when his majesty, who can bet- 
ter afford it, comes in for a croim." 



REBUFF. 



Dr. P., an Irish parson, and in person veiy ordina- 
nr, having a neat parsona^ house, very curiously 
furnished, was one day showing it to Bishop Berkley. 
" Well, my lord," said the doctor, " you see what a 
nice marriage trap I have got here." ** Yes, doctor," 
replied the bishop, " I see you have ; but I am afraid 
you will not find a lady who will relish the baii.^ 



NEGRO BON MOT. 

A negro in the island of St Christopher had bo 
cruel a master, that he dreaded the sight of him. 
After exercising much tyranny among his slaves, the 
planter died, and lefl his son heir to the estates. 
Some time after his death, a gentleman, meeting the 
negro, asked him how his young n^aster behaved. 
''I suppose," says he, "he's a chip of the old 
block?" "No, no," says the negro, "massa be all 
block himselE" 

^^^^ 

FAHILT ROW. 

When the attempt was made asiiinflt'tbe lift of 
Bonaparte by the explosion of the mfinuA MmMm^ 
madame B. was following her husrand in Bnodier 
carriage, and the explosion took place between tiiflD^ 
A person, being aaked what the matter wb% a 
ed, ^Nothing material ; only a Mow 191 batiiR 
fint consul and his wife.* 



&E8TIlie B01VX8. 

^ A pd in senrice, wh«i weaiy, would fiemiendy be 
Swishing to be married, that she might rest luar bonet. 
At last a neu^iboring clodhopper led her to the altar, 
nothang hauL Some time wst^ her' late mistreaa 
meeting her, asked, ^Well, Jane, have you rested 
yoiir bones yet 7" ^ Yes, indeed," replied she witii a 
ogh, ** Ihaoe restednuf jaw bones/* 

^^^^ 

INSANITY. 

In a late cause reeqpecting a will, evidence was 
§^ven to prove the testator a lunatic, and among 
other thinss, it was deposed that she had swept a 
quantity of pots, potions, phials, lotions, &>c^ into the 
street as rubbish. ''I doubt," said the judge, 
^whether sweeping plwsic into the street be any 
proof of insanity.*^** True, my lord," replied the 
counsel, ^ but s weeing the pots away certainly wgus." 

^^^^ 

VISIT FROM COLLE0E. 

When Dr. South was at the university, he once 

Said a visit to an old friend who was married, and 
ved in the countiy near the univexBity. He was 
asked to dinner by his fiiend, and shown into the 
parlor, the door of which beinff opened. South heard 
a dicdogue between his friend and his wife of no 
very pleasant kind. The words, ^ If it was not for 
the stranger below stairs, I would teach vou how to 
behave and speak to my friends — ^I would give you 
a sound beatinff, that you might rememb^ that I 
am master of the house." South, who knew tihe 
lady to be a virago, hastened to the relief of his 
friend, and exclaimed at the bottoin of the stair- 
case, ** My dear sir, I beg you will make no stranger 

of me." 

^^^^ 

RICHARDSON, AUTHOR OF CLARISSA. 

A pert young kuly having determined to put 
Rkhalrason out of countenance, ^o was remsik- 
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able for his modesty, on his coming into a nunM- 
rous company, "Lord ! sir,** said abe, "you certainly 
have a wonderful talent at description; but I fear, 
sir, you must have much frequented brothels, to be 
able to describe them so well." " I fear, madam," 
replied Richardson, "you have been often there, 
since you know they are so well described.'' 

m 
A CURIOUS CONFESSOR, 

who had listened with as much attention as surprise 
to a youn^ woman, who had opened the state of her 
mind to him, at last inquired her name. The lady 
with readiness replied, "My good father, my name 



IS no sm." 



THE GHOST SEER. 



A person, being asked what a ghost said to him, 
which he pretended to have seen, replied, "How 
should I know what he said ? I am not skilled in 
any of the dtad languages.** 



FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED. 

A fellow having been adjudged, on a convictioii 
of perjuiy, to lose his ears, when the executioner 
came to put the sentence of the law in force, be fbund 
that he nad been already cropped. The hangmiit 
seemed a little surprised. " What," said the crimiii^], 
with all the sangfroid imaginable, "am I obliged tt 
furnish you with ears every time you avB |j^ — ^ 
crop me .^ 

^^^^ 

WAT TO WIFE OFF A DSBT. 

A fire happeninff at a pubGe hoiaaiL m 
crowd reqaeated 3ie mmwmt tt» td 



Wainscot; but being told kwm In nb 
7 
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sorry for that," said he, <* because I have a long score 
upon it, which I shall never be able to pay." 



WATCH AND PRAT. 

When Lord Howe commanded on the American 
station, it was a regulation in the fleet, for the marine 
officers to keep watch with the lieutenants of the 
navy^ His loi^hip once remarking, at his table, 
*' that pursers, surgeons, and even chaplains, might 
occasionedly be employed on that duty," a son of 
the church, who was present, opposed that doctrine. 
" What !" cries his lordship, **xannot you watch as 
well as pray ?" 



WEALTH. 



A rich upstart asked a poor man if he had any 
idea what opulence was ? ** It is a thing," replied 
the latter, ^ which gives a rogue the advantage ov^r 
an honest man." 

^^^^ 

PREJUDICE. 

At a trial in the supreme coiut, when a perplexing 
case was obstinately argued, and unnecessarily pro- 
tracted, the chief justice said to his associate on his 
left hand, ** Brother Paine, I wish you would charge 
the jury in this case, for 1 feel that I am prejudiced 
against one of the parties." "And I," repliea Judge 
Paine, " am in the same situation." ** Then, if you 
^ease, I am just the man," said the late Judge 
Thacher, "for 1 am prejudiced against both." 



YkHLWi PRIDE. 



A nobleman advising his son to keep inferior^ 
pie at a distance, a tradesman, who overheard'^ tfie 
admonition, replied, '^ I am soiry, my lord, you 4^ 
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not ^ve the young gentleman this advice before he 
got 80 deeply into my books." 

^^^^ 

AN ENGLISH BULL. 

When Lord Eldon, then Sir John Scott, brought 
in the bill for restraining the liberty of the press, a 
member moved as an additional clause, that all 
anonymous works should have the name of the 
author printed on the title-page. 

This officer was originally a private in the ranks, 
and owed his elevation to a smgular circumstance. 
During a battle on the continent, Bonaparte had oc- 
casion to send a despatch to one of his generals, and, 
having rode up to the company in which Junot 
servec^ he asked if any man among them could 
write. Junot immediately replied in me affirmative. 
He was accordingly caUed out of the ranks to a 
drum head, and Bonaparte dictated his despatch. 
While Junot was writing, a cannon ball struck the 
ground near him, and covered him with dust. ''That 
will do," said the soldier; ''I wanted some sand. for 
my letter." "You are a brave fellow," observed 
Napoleon ; *^ what is there I can do for you ?" ^ Have 
these worsted epaulettjes cut off my shoulders, and 
replace them with silver," said Junot It was ac- 
cordingly done; the soldier was afterwards made 
governor of Paris, and next duke of Abnuiles. 

^^^^ 

A LACK OF WIT. 

Mr. Cory, of Covent Gardoi fheatn^ 
evening in the boxes of Druiy Lbiml a 
behind him was very troublesome in hr 
vations and false attempts at wit ''Why 
out your wit at wfaolnaley" iaid a ^ 
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** True,^," said Mr. Ckny, ''the geDtleman mmmmB 
his wit as in the East they do rupees — by the ladkJ* 



^^^^ 



a MONK, 



who was about to undertake a long vojrage, was 
told by a fiiend, **I>o not fear any thine during a 
tempest, as long as the sailors swear and blaspheme ; 
but if they pray — if they ask pardon of each other, 
then tremble." No sooner was he at sea than a 
storm arose. The friar, who was unecisy, sent, from 
time to time, a brother of his order on deck to listen 
to the conversation of the sailors. " Ah, good God, 
father," said the latter, on his return, ^ all is lost ; 
these wretches make the most horrible imprecations ; 
you would shudder to hear them ; their blasphemies 
alone are. sufficient to sink the vessel." ** God be 
praised," said the monk ; ** go to rest ; all is safe.^ 



ROUGH MODE OF COUBTINO. 

■ 

When Henry the 8th was dying, he had recom- 
. mended it to his executors to attempt, by every means 
in their«power, to bring about the marriase of his son 
Edward and Mary, the young queen of Scots. In 
order to accomplish this purpose, the protector nuule 
war on Scotland, and published a long manifesto, 
stating the advantages that this match would produce 
to both kingdoms. Lord Huntley, however, smartly 
observed, that *' he disliked not the match — but hated 
the manner of wooing r 

^^^^ 

FELICITY. 

A person once observed to an ancient Greek phi 
losopher, that it was a great happiness to have what 
we desire* The sage replied, ** But it is much greater 
happiness to desire nothing but what we have," 
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GENERAI. STA&K. 



At the battle of Bennington, when the armies were 
about to commence the engagement, the British Col- 
onel Baum addressed a speech to his troops, exhorting 
them to contend valiantly with the enemy, who, in 
their white firocks, were in view before them, repre- 
senting them as the owners of the soil, who would 
fight hard to defend it General Stai^ addressed 
his men in the following laconic speech, every word 
of which indicates the determined bravery of this 
hardy^ American — ^**My boys ! you see those red coats 
yonder! They must fall into our hands in fifteen 
minutes, or — ^MoUy Stark is a widow IP 



^^^^ 



POLUS THE ACTOR. 



When this celebrated tragedian was to play such a 
part as required to be represented with remarkable 
passion, he privily brought in the urn and bones 
of his dead son ; whereby he so excited his own 
passion, and was moved to deliver himself with that 
efficacy both in words and gesture, that he filled 
the whole theatre with unfei^ied lamentations and 
tears. 

mCJLEDON. 

Incledon, having once given offence, unintention- 
ally, to a very hot-headed, testy gentieman, the latter 
insisted on the actor's ^ving him satisfaction; on 
which Incledon inmiediately began singing BUuk- 

fed Susan, observing, at the conclusion, '* There, sir, 
am sure you cannot be dissatisfied at what has 
given generoi satisfaction,^^ 



woman's tongue. 

A doctor, visiting a female patient, requested. to 
look at her tongue. She opened het inA^i$S;i>«aBd. 
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put the end of her tongue out The doctor said, 
^ Put it out a little further, madam ;" and was under 
the necessity of repeating it several times, the lady 
only putting her tongue out a trifling distance each 
time. At length the doctor remained, " Put it out as 
far as possible, madam." <* Lord, doctor," said die, 
** you must think diere is no end to a woman's tongue." 



A JACKSON BULL. 

A genuine Hibernian said, ^By the powers, an I 
hope General Jackson '11 be president, an I hope 
Adams won't." '* Why, my good fellow, do you say 
so?" "Oh, fath, an he's just sich a wild nghting 
Irishman as myself. Och, my honey, you may look 
wild if you like, but Tie's an Irishman ; he was only 
two years in this country when he was bom.^ 

MILITIA FINE. 

At the close of a militia training in the country, 
the officers had a custom to assemble in the tavern, 
look over the business of the day, and direct the clerk 
on the subject of collecting fines. In the town of 

L , on such an occasion, it was discovered that 

several absentees had various excuses, which, if offer- 
ed, would be deemed sufficient ; but the officers, POt 
having the mUitia law at hand, were in doubt as to 
the time allowed for the purpose of offering excuses. 
A young soldier, who had listened to the subject, and 
discovered the uncertainty of the officers as to the 
above point, remarked, that he knew that they could 
not fine a man for non-existence if he executed him-* 
self within eight days. 



PARLIAMENTARY ERROR. 



A bill was lately introduced into 'parliament, by 
which it was directed that a penalty of £50 was to 
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be levied for the commission of a particular o^nce, 
which penalty, it was provided, should be equally 
divided between the informer and church-warden of 
the parish in which the offence might be committed. 
While the' bill was in progress, the penalty of £50 
was changed to " transportcSionfor seven years ;" but, 
the other part of the bill remaining unaltered, the 
bill now enacts, ^ihat the smd penalty of transpotia-' 
tion for seven years, shaU be equatty dSnded hikween 
thjt ctivrchrwardin and the informer J^ 

^^^^ 

A SCRIPTURE LESSOir. 

The duke of Clarence, jocularly observing to a 
captain of the navy, that he heard he read the Bible, 
wished to know what he learned from it. The 
captain replied, that there was one part of scripture, 
at least, which he well remembered, and thought 
it contained an admirable lesson. — ^''What is that?" 
replied the duke. ^ Not to put my trust tfi priwxSf 
your royal highness." 

^^^^ 

BISHOP LATIMER. 

Dr. Latimer, one of the r^ormers, was raised to 
the bishopric of Worcester, in the reign of Heniy 
8th. It was the custom of those times for each of the 
bishops to make a present to the king of a purse of 
gold on new year's day. Bishop Latimer went with 
3ie rest of the brethren to make the usual ofiering, 
but, instead of a purse of gold, presented the king 
with a New Testament, in which a leaf was doubled 
down to this passage, *^ Whoremongers and adulter- 
era God will judge." 

^^^^ 

WATERLOO MEDALS. 

A -Frenchman, meeting an EngUsh soldier with a 
Waterloo medal, began sneeringly to animadvert on 
die EngUsh goyemment for b^itowing such a trifle, 
wbicb did not eoBt them ttreeymne*.--^ That lA triiA^ 
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to be sdre," replied the hero; ''it did not coet the 
En^sh ^verument three fromcs^ but it cost the 
French a NtipoUon /" 



A LITTLE MOBE. 



A New England merchant who had accumulated 
a vast property by care and industiy, yet still Was as 
busy as ever, in adding' vessel to vessel and store to 
store, though considerably advanced in life, being 
asked by a neighbor, how much property he sup- 
posed would satis^ a human bemg, after a short 
pause replied, ^^A htUe more." 



IRISH ARITHMETIC. 



An honest Hibernian, in a company who blamed 
the clergy for taking a tenth part of the people's prop- 
erty, exclaimed, **Ay ! they would take a twentieth 
if they could." 



DUKE OF BUCKINGHAM. 



" I am absolutely afraid," sidd the Du^e of Buck- 
ingham to Sir Robert Viner, "that I shall die a beg- 
gar." " At the rate you go on," replied Sir Robert, 
** I am a&aid you will live oru." 



A SWISS RETORT. 



A French officer, quarrelling with a Swiss, reproach- 
ed him with his country's vice of fighting on either 
side for money, ^^ while we Frenchmen," said he, 
"fight for honor." "Yes, sir," replied the Swiss, 
"every one fights for that he most wants." 



PERSONALITIES. 



When Quin and Garrick performed at the same 
theatre, and in &e same play, the night being yery 
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stormy, each ordered a chair. To the mortification 
of Quio, Garrick's came up first ^Let me get 
into the chair," cried the surly veteran ; "let me get. 
into the chair, and put little Davy into the lantern." 
''By all means," said Garrick; ''I shall ever be 
happy to give Mr. Quin light in any thing." 

EXTRAVAGANCE. 

A writer in one of the reviews was boasting that 
h6 was in the hubit of distrUmting literary repuUtiHorL 
** Yes," replied a friend, " and you have done it flo 
profusely, that you have left none for yourself, 

A BULL IN DR. JOHNSOn's LIFE OF POPE. 

The doctor observes that every monumental in- 
scription should be in Latin ; for that, being a dUui 
language, will always live. 

' REPARATION. 

At the commencement of the revolution, when 
the French nation appeared inclined to take part in 
the contest in favor of America, Sir Josiah Yorke, 
the ambassador from England to the United Nether- 
lands, meeting the French ambassador at the Hague, 
censured his court for interfering in the dispute, and 
taking so ungenerous a part ''You have been guilty 
of a dishonorable act," said he, "that is impai^na- 
ble — no less than that of seducing cur daughter." 
"I am sorry," replied the French ambassador, "thai 
your excellency should put so severe a construction 
upon the matter ; she made the first advances, and 
absolutely threw herself into our arms ; but rather 
than to forfeit your fiiendship, if matrimony will 
make any atonement, we are ready to act honoxttbly, 
and marry her." 
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KIVALRT OF ART. 



Zeuxis entered into a contest of art with Parrfaaenns. 
The former painted grapes so truly, that birds came 
and pecked at them. The latter delineated a cloth so 
exactly, that Zeuxis, coming in, said, ^ Take away the 
cloth, that we may see this piece f and, finding his 
error, said, ^ Parrhasius, thou hast conquered* 1 de- 
ceived but birds ; thou an ardst" 

^ 

LEOmDAS. 

When Xeraes wrote Leonidas to surrender his 
arms, he only replied, ^ Come and take them." 

GOOD MAITNERS. 

When Pope Clement XIV ascended the papal 
chair, the ambassadors of the different states waited 
on him for congratulations. When they were intro- 
duced, they bowed, and he returned the compliment 
by bowing likewise ; the master of the ceremonies 
told his holiness he should not have returned their 
salute. " O, I beg your pardon," said the good pon- 
tiff; ^ I have not been pope long enough to forget 

good manners." 

^^^^ 

LOWNESS or SPIRITS. 

Carlina was the first comic actor on the stage at 
Padua; a single glance of his eye would dimise 
smiles over the most rigid countenance. A ^ntle- 
man one. morning waited on the first f^^cian of 
that city, and requested he would prescribe for a 
disease to which he was not merely subject, but a vic- 
tim — ^melancholy. "Melancholy!" repeated thedoctor; 
"you should not consult mie on that disease: ^ou 
must go to the theatre, and Carlina will soon dissi- 
pate your gloom, and enliven your spirits." " Dear 
sir," said the patient, seizing the doctor by the hand, 
''excuse me ; I am Carlina himself; at llie moment 
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I convulse the audience with laughte^ I am a prey 
to the disease I came to consult you on." 



ROUTS. 



^ How strange it is," said a lady, ^ that fashionable 
parties should be called routs ! Why, rovt formerly 
signified the defeat of an army ; and when all the 
soldiei^ were put to flight or the sword, they were 
said to he routed.^ *'This title has some propriety 
too," said Dr. Reimel, " for at these meetings whole 
families are rovJted <mt of house and homeJ* 



RETOBT. 



Dr. Busby, whose figure is beneath the common 
size, was one day accosted in a public cofi^-room, by 
an Irish baronet of colossal stature, with, ''May I 
pass to my seat, O ^ant ?" When the doctor politely 
made way, atfd rephed, ** Pass, O pigmy." " Oh, sir," 
said the baronet, ''my expression dluded to the size 
of your intellect" "And my expression," said Uie 
doctor, "to the ^e of yours." 

APPROPRIATE ENORAVING. 

For letters of business, an eminent merchant has 
adopted an engraving for his office seal, which, at 
first sight, appears to be merely a text fix>m the 
Bible — ^viz. 1 Maccabees, chapter 12th, v. 18 ; but 
being referred to, these words appear at length :— 
**^rherefore nmo ye wiU do well to give us an ianswer 
thereurUoJ* ^ 



LOW LIFE. 



During the progress of Mr. Hanway's exertions 
in fiivor of chimney-sweeps, he addressed a little 
urchin of the sooty tribe, aner he had swept a chim- 
ney in bis own house. " Suppose I give you a diil- 
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ling Y* ** Gooftmighty Mess yotur boiM^, and ttianiL 
you." ** And what if I give you a tie wig to wear 
on May-day." ** Ah ! bless your honor f my master 
won't let me go out on May-day!" "No! Why not?* 
"Because he says it is low life." 



A LITTLE PORTER. 



Beau Nash often declared he never laughed so 
heartily in his life, as at a mistake of a waiter in Lon- 
don. He, being just anived in town, went to a 
tavern in Fleet street, in order to send for a fiiend 
and sup, but, being very thirsty when he came in, bid 
the waiter fetch him a litde porter immediately ; upon 
whicli the lad ran to the temple, and presently re- 
turned, introducing a little man, telling Mr. Nasli he 
was the least porter he could find. 



UPSIDE DOWIf. 



An innkeeper of New York, with a view to distin- 
guish his house from others, placed his n^-boaid 
upside down. An Hibernian, observing it, immedi- 
ately turned on his head, when a gentleman passing, 
surprised at his posture, asked him his reason. 
"Why," replied the son of Erin, "that I may read 
the sign, to be sure." 



A GRACE MISTAKEN. 

A dutchess being expected at a certain inn in D^ 
von, the mistress gave her servants orders to behave 
with peculiar respect on the occasion, and the head 
c))ambermaid was enjoined to be exemplary in her 
attention ; " and," said the mistress, " whenever you 
show this great lady into a room, or do any thing for 
her, i-emember you say, *your grace.' " " xour 
orders shall be complied with," replied the chamber- 
maid. — On the arrival of this illustrious lady's car- 
riage, all imme^tely flew to fier assistance. Efer 
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AGE8ILAU8. 



It was debated before Agjesilaus, whether coura^ 
or justice was the ereatest virtue. *' There would be 
no occasion for velor if all men were just,** obsenred 
the king. 

^ * ^^^^ 

LACONIC EPISTLES. 

Mrs. Foote, mother of the English Aristophanes^ 
was nearly as eccentric and whimsical a character 
as her son. The day she was sent prisoner to the 
King's Bench, Foote was taken to a spunging-house, 
and the following short epistles passed between 
them : — 

''Dear Sam, 

I am in prison. 

Ann Foote." 

Answer — 

** Dear mother, 

So am I. 

Sam Foote." 
•^^^^ 

A WITTY JUDGE. 

A cause was tried in one of the western counties 
which originated in a dis|>ute about a pair of small- 
clothes. — Upon this occasion, the judge observe^ that 
it was the first time he had ever known a vmi made 
out of s. pair of breeches. 



TRIED FRIENDS. 

A sharper, having observed that there was no 
knowing one's friends till they were tried, was asked 
if most of his had not been tned already. 

A horse's PEDIGREE. 

King George 3d having purchased a home, the 
dealer put into his hands a \ac^ sheet of paper com-: 
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pletely written over. ** What's this ?" said his 
majesty. " The i>edigree of the horse, sire, which 
you bought," was the answer. " Take it back," said 
the king, laughing ; "it will do very well for the next 
l)orse you sell." 

FENELON. 

A person talking to Fenelon upon the subject of 
the criminal laws of France, and approving of the 
many executions which had taken place under it, in 
opposition to the arguments of the archbishop, said, 
*'I maintain that such persons are unfit to live." 
"But, my fiiend," said Fenelon, "you do not reflect 
that they are still more unfit to die." 



LIGHT. 

A link boy asked Dr. Burgess, the preacher, if he 
would have a light. "No, child," says the doctor; 
" I am one of the lighjts of the world," " I wish then," 
replied the boy, " you was hunff up at the end of our 
alley, for it is a very dark one." 

^^^^^ 

junesfEiTT. 

* Silence ! keep silence in court !" said an ansry 
judge. "Here we have judged a dozen causes wis 
morning, and have not heard a word of one of them." 

vox POPULI. 

When the Rev. John Wesley, one of the founders 
of the religious society which bears his name, was 
vainly endeavorinff to convince his sister that the 
voice of the people is the voice of God — ^"Yes," 
she mildly replied, "it qried, Crw^ Jbim, cruet^ 
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MARSnAL TILUlRS. . 

Wlien Marshal Villnrs was past four-^icore, he 
gave a signal iustauce of courage and vivacity, in 
attacking some squadrons of the imperial horse, with 
tiie king of Sardinia's guards. The monarch telling 
him, that he lost the experienced general in the 
ardor of a young officer, the marshal answered, 
^ Lamps are apt to sparkle when they are ezpiring." 



INCH AND ELL. 



It being proved on a trial at Guildhall, that a man^ 
name was really Inch, who boldly pretended it was 
Linch, "I am very well assured," said the judge, 
^ the old proverb is verified in this man, who, being 
allowed an Inch, has taken an Xr." 

QUACK DOCTOR AND FARRIER. 

A quack doctor sent for a farrier to look at his 
horse ; after the horse was sound, tlie doctor inquir- 
ed of the farrier how much he was indebted for the 
trouble he had taken, in ejecting his cure. He 
replied, ** You know it is a rule not to take fees of 
the profession." 

STRAYING FLOCKS. 

A clergyman, being complained of by another for 
drawing away his parishioners on a Sunda}', made 
this reply — ^^Feed your flock hetUr, and then thof 
wonH stray /" 

^^^^ 

FOOD FOR HOGS. 

Soon after Dr. Johnson's return from Scotland to 
London, a Scottish lady, at whose house he 'was, 
as a compliment, ordered some hotch-potch for his 
dinner. After the doctor had tasted it, she asked 
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him if it was good. To which he replied, " Veiy 
good for hogs !**. "Then, pray," said the lady, "let 
ine help you to a little more." 

FALSE DIAMONDS. 

A noble lord applied to a pawn-broker for the loan 
of 1000 guineas ^ on his wife's jewels, for which he 
had paid 4000. "Take the articles to pieces," said 
his lordship, "number the stones, and put false ones 
in their places ; my lady will not distinguish them." 
" You are too late, my lord," said the pawn-broker ; 
"your lady has gained a march upon you, for these 
stones are &lse, I having bought the diamonds of her 
ladyship last year." 

t 

MANY SUCH. 

Rook, of Covent Garden theatre, told a scene- 
shifler to get a subscription, upon receiving an acci- 
dent. A few days after, be desired the man to show 
him the list of names, which he read, and returned 
it to the poor fellow, who, with some suiprise, 
said, " Mr. nook, won't you give me something ?" 
" Why, zounds, man, did'nt I give you the hint ?^ ' 



SMALI. HORSE. 

Several gentlemen were assembled opposite a 
tavern, in Augusta, vieiving a very small horse. 
One of the company observing, that he never had 
seen so small a one before, an Irishman present de- 
clared that he did not think him a small horse at all, 
at aU, " for, by J — , I have seen one as small as 
two of him." 

SmPLICITT. 

A faarmlesB countiy fellow, haviiiff eomn 
a suit afBiost a centleinan DfYio YiaA wifiL to^ 
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fiances and qsoiled his com, ipidi^ the asnzes drew 
near, his adversary bribed his only evidence, to keep 
him out of the way. "Well," said the fellow, " I am 
resolved ; I'll up to town, and the king shall know 
it," "The king know it!" says his landlord, who' 
was an attorney ; " prithee what good will that do 
you if the man keep out of the way ?" " Why, sir,'* 
says the poor fellow, " I have heard you say that the 
king can make a man a peer at any tune." 

• 

LEARN TO DIE. 

"From whence the phrase team to die f" said 
a young lady ; " I perceive that people succeed very 
well the first time." 

^^^^ 

A LADT's pun. 

A certain linen-draper waited upon a lady for the 
amount of an article purchased at his shop. She 
endeavored to remind him that she had paid when 
he called some time ago : he declared he nad no re* 
membrance of the circumstance ; on which she pro- 
duced his receipt. He then asked pa^^don, and said, 
•* I am sorry I did not recollect it." To which the . 
lady replied, " I sincerely believe you are sorry you 
did not re'CoUed it." 

EXPLANATION. 

Some person asked Charles James Fox, what was 
the meaning of that passage in the Psalms, "He 
clothed himself with cursing, like as with a garment." 
" The meaning !" said he ; "I think it clear enough ; 
the man had a Juxbit of swearing." 



DISCONSOLATE LOVER. 



Mademoiselle du The having lost one of her loven^ 
and the event having becoroe "^^xi^iASki^^^ ^utieaiui 
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who paid her a visit found her playing upon the 
harp ; and, quite surprised, said to her, " I thought to 
have found you in a state of desolation." "Ahl" 
said she, '*you should have seen me yesterday I** 

^^^^ 

WHEAT. 

In a time of much religious excitement and con- 
sequent discussion, an honest old Dutch &rmer of 
the Mohawk, was asked his opinion as to which 
denomination of Christians were in the right way to 
heaven. "Well, den," said he, **ven we ride our 
wheat to Albany, some say dis is de pest road, and 
some say dat is de pest ; but I don't tink it makes 
much tifference which road we take ; for when we 
get dare, dey never ask us which way we come— and 
it is none of deir business — if our teheat is goad.^ 

^^^^ 

KEAN THE MIMIC. 

When a certain provincial comedian first appear- 
ed on the London boards, in the character of Fal- 
staf!^ being a man of some genius, he used to ptff 
himself constantly upon his excellency in the part ; 
all which, however, availed but httle, as he never 
could liring a full house. Kean the mimic, (father 
of Kean the celebrated tragedian,) sitting with a few 
players at Garrick's Head, m Bow Street, had taken 
up and filled a pipe, the funnel of which was stop- 
ped ; and afler several attempts to light it, he threw 
It down in a passion, saying, " By Jove, gentlemen, I 
am like your new FalstafT; I have been puffing and 
jn^ng tliis long while past, but all to no purpose ; 
for I cannot draw !" 

^^^^ 

ADVANTAeE OF IGNORANCE. 

A fellow, hearing there was a letter ioit hun in die 
pd8t office, accordingly went for it On the po§t-i 
ter's handuig it to him, he fraxj^^ coii^^hk&^s^^ 
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not read, and requested the post-master to open it, 
and let him know the contents, which he veiy readily 
did. After getting all the information he wanted, 
he knowing^ shrugged up his shoulders, thanked 
him for his politeness, and dryly observed, ^ When 1 
have some change, FU caU and take U,^ 

^^^^ 

PE[A&MACOP(EIA. 

A physician stopped at the shop of a country 
apothecary and inquired for a pharmacopceia. " Sir,^ 
said the apothecary, " I know of no such farmer tiv- 
ing about these parts." 
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CALEB WHITFORD, 

of punning notoriety, once observing a young lady 
knotting fringe for a petticoat, asked her what she 
was doing. "Knotting fringe, sir," replied she ; 
"pray, Mr. Whitford, can you knot?" "I can-noif 
madam," replied he. 

MR. WHITELT, 

manager of a country theatre, having constantly an 
eye upon his own interest, one evening, during the 
performance of Richard 3d, gave a tolerable proof 
of that being his leading principle. Representing 
the crook-backed tyrant, he exclaimed, " Hence, bab- 
bling dreams ! you threaten here in vain ; conscience, 

avaunt. That man in the brown wig there has got 

into the pit without paying. ^Richard's himself 



agam." 



SWEAR NOT AT ALL. 



A man, being reprimanded for swearing, replied, 
" he did not Imow thdt there was any harm in it.** 
"No harm in it !" said a person present ; " why, do 
you not know the commoxidmeivt^ Sioear not at att/* 
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*^ Why I don't swear at aU^ but only at those who 
ofieud me." 

^^^^ 

NO SLANDER. 

Colonel T. complained to Foote that a slanderer 
had ruined his character. "So much the better," 

replied the wit, " for it was a d d bad one, and 

the sooner destroyed the better." 

BENEFIT OF CLER6T. 

A prisoner in the state prison of New Jersey, being 
dangerously ill, requested the keeper to send for a 
clergyman to visit him. The keeper, doubtful of 
the lawfulness of granting the request, sent for one 
of the inspectors of the prison to know if he might 
admit the clergyman, " the act for the punishment 
of crimes," having declared the 6en^ of clergy for 
ever abolished and done away. 

^^^^ 

ALADDIN. 

"I wonder how the new piece MtdtUn gets on ?" 
inquired a ^ndeman of his fiiend. *^ Y^u £id better 
send a lad m to see," was the reply. 

CONJUGAL LOVE. 

A country fellow at plough, by the sea side, itbar 
saw his wife carried away' by the Moon, left ha 
plough, ran afler her to the water, and swam to tbm 
vessel, calling upon the captain to let bim hava hift 
wife, or take him prisoner with her, for he bad mdir 
er be in prison with her, a galley slave, a drudge, or 
any thing, to have his wife again. The captain n 
ing the transaction to the governor of Tr' 
them both free, with a penston Co keei 
as they lived. 
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A LAUNDRESS, 

who was employed in the family of one of our former 
governors, said to him with a sigh, <^ Only think, your 
excellency, how little money would make me happy l^ 
" How little, madam P' says the governor. " Oh 1 dear 
sir, fifly pounds would make me perfectly happy.^. 
<* If that IS all, you shall have it," and he immediately 
presented it to her. She looked at it with joy and 
thankfuhiess, and, before the governor was out of 
hearing, exclaimed, "I wish I had a hundred.'* 



A LEVELLER, 



seeing two crows flying side by side, exclaimed, 
** Ay, that is j ust as it should be ; I hate to see one 
crow over another/* 



SECRETS. 



The reply of Charles the Second, when importun- 
ed to communicate something of a private nature, 
deserves to be engraven on the heart of every man. 
''Can you keep a secret ?" asked the subtle monarch. 
'' Most faithfully," returned the nobleman. ^ So can 
I," was the laconic and severe answer of Charles. 



FIT PUNISHMENT. 



A woman in Rochester kept a paramour, whom 
she could not see so oflen as she could wish, and 
therefore they both villanously murdered her hus- 
band. After having done the deed, they sewed him 
in sackcloth. The paramour having him on his 
back, the woman perceived one of his feet hang out 
of the sack, and, in sewing up the leg, she so effect- 
ually fastened her paramour's coat to the sack, that 
husband and lover were both tumbled into the river 
together. 
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BLUE ATTITUDE. 



An ardst in Boston, about to paint a portrait of a 
lady, asked her in what attitude she wished to be 
drawn. — ^" A blue one, sir," was the reply. 

^^^^ 

IRISn HOSFITALITT. 

Foote prsdsing the hospitalities of the Irish, after 
one of his trips m>m the sister kingdom, a gentleman 
present asked him whether he had been in Cork, 
^No, sir," said he quickly ; <^but I have seen a gre^ 
many drawings of it" 

^^^^ 

LOVE. 

Lady S , who lived in great health and spirits 
to the ace of ninedr-two, was asked, when ^hty- 
four, at smst time of life love generally fails. " iSiat," 
said she, ^ is a question of experience, which I cannot 
at present determine." • 

^^^^ 

GRATITUDE OF PLATERS. 

A person, abudng the players in general one night 
in company with Foote, said, among other coane 
things, ^ that they had not even one grain of gratitude 
about them." — ^" Nay, now," said Foote, "you are too 
severe upon the profession : there are no people more 
dijstressed at benefits forgotten^ 

^^^^ 

WKPBY, 

Murphy at first wished to dedicate his Orphan of 
C%«natoMr.-Fox. "No," said that gentleman; "youHl 
only make yourself enemies, and do me no good* 
Dedicate it to the prince of Wales, and Fll put you 
in the way of it" The next time Mr. Fox saw 
Murphy, he bade him attend Lord Bute on Sundi^ , 
following at Kensington : '< you will then be tdlia 
sin^^e play cannot so well be dedicaao^ ti(i ISDib '^jtaiMA- 
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and in that case seize the oroortunily, and beg leave 
to dedicate it to his lordship. 

The jpoet did as he was directed. Lord Bute, 
after acKnowledsing the favor, accepted the dedica- 
tion, and made him a present from the prince of 
Wales, of a bank note of a hundred pounds. 

•^^^^ 

BETTERTON. 

Archbishop Sancrofl once asked this celebrated 
actor, " Pray, Mr. Betterton, can you infonn me what 
lis the reason you actors on the stage a:3ect your 
audience by speaking of things imaginary, as if they 
were real ; while we in the church speak of things 
real, which our congregation receive only as if they 
were imaginary ?" — ^^ Why, really, mjr lord," said Bet- 
terton, "1 don't know ; except it is, that we actors 
speak of things imaginary as if they were real, 
while you in the pulpit speak of things real aa y 
they were imaginary." 

^^^^ 

MEDICAL REPARTEE. 

A candidate for medical honors, having thrown 
himself almost into a fever from his incapaci^ for 
answering the questions, was asked by one of the 
professors — "How would you sweat a patient for 
the rheumatism ?" He replied, ^ / wovld send kim 
here to be examined^ 

^^^^ 

STAND FOR BUSINESS. 

A Frenchman being abotit to remove his shop, his 
landlord inquired the reason, stating, at the same 
time, that it was considered a veiy good stand for 
business. The Frenchman replied, with a dung 
of the shoulders, " Oh yes, he's very good sUmd for 
de business ; ma foi, me stand all day, nobody come 
to iuake rae mwt /" 
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TURNING OUT. 

Cooke, not less celebrated for his convivial than 
his histrionic talents, after drinking freely with a few 
friends at Dublin, began to be so quarrelsome, that 
the company turned him out of the room. Cooke 
begged to be readmitted, but in vain; when he 
thought of an expedient to obtain forgiveness. — He 
went outside the window of the room in which the 
gentlemen were sitting, pushed his head through a 

{)ane of glass, and, while in this situation, said, ^ Pray 
et in poor Cooke, who has spared no pain to see 
through his folly.'' He was^ instantly admitted. 



A FASHIONABLE BONNET. 

A Massachusetts gentleman in Baltimore lately 
wrote that he intended to send a &shionable bonnet 
to his daughter, but was afraid to venture it on the 
deck of the packet, and could not get it down the 
hatchway, 

^^^^ 

FREDERICK OF PRUSSIA. 

A soldier in the garrison of a town of Prussian Si- 
lesia, being suspected of making free with the exvoto^ 
or offerings made by the pious Roman Catholics to 
a celebrated image of a wonder-working virgin, was 
watched ; and, upon his being searched, two silver 
hearts were found upon him. He was dragged be- 
fore the magistrate, imprisoned, tried, and doom^ 
to death, as a sacrilegious robbNBr. In the course 
of his trial, he had constantly denied having com- 
mitted a theft, but aUbged that the virgin herself, 
in pity to his poverty, h^ ordered him to take the 
above ofEeiings. The sentence, with the prisoner's 
defence, was, as usual, laid before the km^. His 
majesty conversed with several of the Romish di- 
vines, asking them whether such a miracle was pos- 
sible accordmg to the tenets of their rehgion. They 
unanimously answered, that the case was' very eztnip 
ordinary, but not cJwolutely inopossible ; upon wli 
the king wrote the following words: — 
9 
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^ The culprit cannot be put to death, because he 
positively denies the charge ; and the divines of his 
religion declare, that the miracle vnt)ught in his &- 
vor is. not impossible; but we strictly forbid him, 
under pain of death, receiving any present in future 
firom the virgin Mary, or any other saint whatsoever." 

^^^^ 

LECOURVREUER. 

The celebrated Mademoiselle Lecourvreuer,of the 
theatre Fran^ais, passing through the streets at a very 
late hour, on a cold, raw night, was accosted by a 
poor woman with four little children on her back, 
who, in a token of bitter sufierings, besought the 
actress to take pity on her destitute condition. Ma- 
demoiselle Lecourvreuer searched her pockets, and 
finding nothing, " Wait," said she, " my good woman ; 
I will give you more than you could have hope4 
for ;" and instantly throwing off her mande,. she oe- 
gan to recite the imprecations of Camilla, with a ve- 
hemence and superior talent, which soon collected a 
crowd around her, notwithstanding the inclemency 
of the season. She then made a collection among 
the auditors, and, with the fruits of her charitable 
exertion, gave the woman a sufficient sum to provide 
lodgings and clothes for her in&nts, 

^^^^ 

EXTRAVAGANCE. 

It is reported of Plato, that seeing once a young 
spendtluift eating bread and water at the door of an 
inn, where he had squandered his estate, the philos- 
opher could not help saying, ^ Young man, if you 
had dined moderately, you need not have supped so 
poorly." 

^^^^ 

A HIT AT DOCTORS. 

During the time that persons of all trades and pro^ 
fessions returned public thanksgiving in the yanoua 
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churches of Paris, for the re-establishment of the 
king's health, Monsieur de Benserade, in an address 
on this subject, recited at the academy, said—" The 
merchant quits his business to throw himself at the 
foot of the altar; the artisan quits his work; the 
physician quits his patient, and the patient is so much 
the better for it.^^ 

^^^^ 

A BUCK, 

with a cigar in his mouth, once entered Mr. Cross's 
menagerie, when Mr. Cross requested the visiter 
to take the " weed" from his mouth, lest he should 
learn the monkeys " bad habits." 

^^^^ 

IRISH ROADS. 

An Englishman asked an Irishman if the roads 
in Ireland were good. " Yes," said the Irishman, "so 
excellent that I wonder you do not import some 
of them into England. We have the road to love 
strewed with roses ; the road to- matrimony through 
nettles ; the road to honor through a duel ; tlie road 
to prison through the courts of law ; and the road to 
the undertakers through the apothecary's shop." 
" Have you any road to preferment ?" " No," said 
the Irishman, "not now ; that road, since the union, 
is removed to England ; you pass through it to the 
king's palace, and, I am told, it is the diniest road in 
Great Britam." 

A DAB AT RHTKES. 

A punster, and a great dab at crambo, one day 
observed that any thing niight be turned into rhyme, 
or doggerel ; upon which a friend, pointinff to a board 
in Bond street, upon which was painted the words 
"This house to be sold," exclaimed, "Come, then, 
turn that into rhyme !" upon which thA oticA'c^' 
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infinite prom()titude, (as Mathews eaya,) redeemed 
pledge, by wridng with chalk, on the Doaid, 



THIS HOUSE TO BE 

SOLD. 

SON AND HEIR. 



When the present lord Holland was bom, Mr- 
Fox, who had been presumpBve heir to the ftunily 
estate and title, was said by a witty lady to resemble 
a fine complexion that was injured by the sun and 
air. 



^^^^ 



VERT COMMON. 



f 



Ayoung fellow, whose talent lay in comedy, came 
to oner hunself to the play-house ; and having given 
a specimen of his abilities, Mr. Quin asked if he had 
ever played. The young fellow answered, "Yes, he 
had played Abel in the Alchymist." " I am rather 
of opinion," said Qum, " you played Cam, for I am 
certain you murdered Abel." 



TOM JONES. 

A lady of great wit and spirit was heard to de- 
clare, that she was once commetdy silenced by a very 
stupid personage, in the miast of'^a declamation, and 
encircled by a large party of literary ladies and gen- 
tlemen. She was haranguing upon the preference 
she should feel for Tom Jones, to Sir Charles Grand- 
ison, as a brother, a friend, a lover, or a husband. 
The silly gentlewoman, in the mere desire of prating, 
and perfectiy unconscidus of the great force of what 
she was going to utter, interrupted the lady orator 
with, — " Ladies and gentlemen, I am readine Tom 
Jones, but have not finished it; Ihaioe just Uft him 
in bed with onot/ier man's wife" 
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THE GRAT ASS. 



The prince of Hesse having stopped at an inn, the 
sign of which was the Gray Ass, the landlord, admir- 
ing the head of his highness, solicited and obtained 
the honor of a painting of it, which he placed in the 
room of the ass. A rival inn-keeper, seeing the cele- 
bn^ted sign of the gray ass removed, bethought him- 
self of adopting it, which had the effect to bring him 
all the other inn-keeper's custonAers. The latter, find- 
ing he had done a loolish thing, saw no remedy for 
the matter, but writing over the head of the prince — 
^ This is the original gray ass.^ 



A HARD SET. 



The following whimsical circumstance and pecu- 
liar coincidence, it is said, actually took place some 
time since. A boat ascending tne Ohio river was 
hailed by another boat, when the following conversa- 
tion ensued. — ^ What boat is that ?" "'Hie Cherry- 
stone." " Whence came you ?" " From Redstone*' 
" Where are you bound to ?" " Limestone." ** Who 
is your captain?" "Thomas 5tone." "What are 
you loaded with ?" " Millstones and grindstones." — 
" You are a d — — d hard set, to be sure ; take care 
you don't go to the bottom. FarewelL" 

^^^^ 

ARCHBISHOP OF BORDEAUX. 

The late archbishop of Bordeaux was remarkable 
for his tolerance and enlightened benevolence. The 
following anecdote will not be read without interetst. 
" My loid," said a person to him one day, ** here is a 
poor woman come to ask charity ; what do you wish 
to do for her?" "How old is she ?" "Seventy." "Ib 
she in great distress T* " She says so."—" She must 
be rdieved; give her twenty^ve firanca" "Twealy- 
five francs! My lord, it is too much, eqnoialh 
she 18 a JfewesB."--" A Jewess r «.Y«»ibb 
9* 



' k> 
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'^ Oh, that makes a great difierence ; give heif fifiy 
franca^ then, and thank her for coming. 



SHARP REPLY. 



While Commodore Anson's ship, the Centurion, 
was engaged in close fight with the rich Spanish 
galleon which he aftcft^yards took, a sailor came run- 
nidg to him, and cried out, ^ Sir, our ship is on iire 
near the powder magazine." " Then pray, friend," 
said the commodore, not in the least degree discom- 
posed, ''run back and assist in putting it out." 



^^^^ 



WHISTLING. 



The lady of Dr. Bentham was a woman of a dis- 
position congenial with that of her eara sposcu She 
asked a person, who applied for the place of footman 
in her family, if he could whistle. "Why is that ne- 
cessary ?" said the man. " Because," said the lady, 
*^ I expect my footman to whistle all the time he is 
in the cellar, to be certain he is not drinking while 
he la there." 



EXTENSIVE VIEWS. 



A wag once observed that the hop grounds in 
Kent, England, presented more extensive views than 
any other place m the world; for there your prospect 
extends from poU to poU, 



^^^^ 



FEBfALE VANITT. 



The old lady, authoress of " Venice under France 
and Austria," lately published, says, " Old women, 
you know, ape like old guineas, worth their weight 
in gold!" 
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STOCKS. 



At the period in England, when stocks were ex- 
changed for cravats, a friend asked Churchill what 
could have caused the sudden rise of cravats — ^"Tho 
faU of stocks^'' he replied. 



CONFIRMATION. 



An old woman who attended several confirmations 
was at length recognised by the bishop— *< Have I not 
seen you here berore?" asked his lordship. **! gets 
confirmed as often as I can," replied tne woman, 
^ for they tells me as how it is good for the rhtur 



eOOD BREEDINO. 



A farmer who came up to town to visit his brother, 
having ffiven some ofience to his sister-in-law, who 
piqued herself upon her gentilihr, l^ something that 
did not accord with her idea of good manners, she 
perdy told him that he was very ill-bred, and did 
not even know what good-breeding was. ^ Why, 
look, ma'am," replied he, ** as for that, I conader my- 
self quite as well bred as you, far all your fine airs : — 
my mother had seventeen of us in sixteen years, and 
that I take to be good breeding,^ 



^^^^ 



servant's wages. 



A gentleman, being forced to sell a pair of his oxen 
to pay his servant his wages, told his servant be could 
keep him no longer, not knowing how to pay him 
the next year. The servant answered him, he would 
serve him for more of his cattle. ^ But what shall I 
do," said the master, " when all mv catde are gone ?" 
The servant replied, ''You shall then serve me, and 
so you will get your cattle again." 
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REqUITED LOVE. 



What words can be more delightful to the human 
ear than the unexpected elusions of generosity and 
afl^tion from a beloved woman ! A young gentle- 
man, after great misfortunes, came to a lady he had 
long courted, and told her his circumstances were 
become so i^uced, that he actualhr wanted ^ve 
guineas. " I am very glad to hear it,** said she. •* Is 
this your affection for me ?" he replied, in a tone of 
despondency.. "Why are you glad?" "Because," 
she answered, "if you want five guineas, I can put 
you in possession of five thousand." 



SOMETHING IN A NAME. 



A professor of Alma Mater bavins purchased a 
horse for the purpose of paying a long projected 
journey into Wales, wished to give his Bucephalus a 
classical name, and applied to a friend to help him 
with a symbolical appellation. " Call him Graphy,'* 
said his fiiend. " Graphy !" exclaimed the professor ; 
" do you think I am going to wriit upon his back ?" 
" Pshaw !" replied the collegian ; " the name is perfect- 
ly applicable ; first, you purchase the horse, and tliat's 
the w-o-graphy ; secondly, you mount him, and that's 
tfie fop-o-graphy ; and, lastly, you make your journey, 
and that's the g-c-o-graphy." 



A LAr^INIST. 

On the occasion of an actor's benefit, at a provin- 
cial theatre, not a hundred miles from Chester, the 
night was very tempestuous ; the rain fell in torrents, 
so that he had a very thin house. Having in his 
part to recite a few words of Latin, he spoke the 
following in most doleful accents instead : 

" O ! raino nighto ! 
Spoilo benefit© quiteo." 
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NEW WAT TO BIAKE BREAD. 

A Scottish nobleman one day visited a lawyer at 
his office, in which, at the time, there was a blazing 

fire, which led him to exclaim, "Mr. ^ your office 

is as hot as an oven,^ ** So it should be, my lonl," 
replied the lawyer, " as it is here that I make my 
brecuV^ 

^•^^^ 

RIGHTLT SERVED. 

** I'm ripe for fun, and up to all sorts of deviltry," said 
a fellow, who went recently to a camp-meeting near 
Lebanon, determined to have a frolic ; •* I'm ripe for 
fun — I'm handed if I aint! an' if I get near the wag- 
ons, or can finger the harness, I guess I'll play a 
trick on these plaguy Methodists. Hallo, Jim ! I tell 
you what ; I've a sharp knife, and feel as if I'd like 
to cut up something or other; now if you'U git some 
of their harness, I vow I'll make short work of it !" 
Now Jim hked fun as well as any body, and as his 
crony was about to quiz the Methodists, he thought 
it would be a good time to play a trick on him ; so 
off Jim started, but eoon re-^ppeared with harness, 
and other matters, whereon his comrade might 
exercise at once his humor and his jack-knifo. In 
a twinkling, the reins, &c., were in shreds ; and the 
jack-knife was about to be closed, when a hearty 
yaw-haW'h(w>, rivalling the horse-laugh of a Com- 
munipaw negro, convulsed the sides of Jim. Sus- 
pecting the cause, the hero of the jack-knife ran to 
his wagon, and found (oh ! dire mishap !) it was not 
the harness of a " plaguv Methodist,*^ but Mi ma% 
which he had just cut up ! ' 

^^^^ 

CONJUGAL AFFECTION. 

At Clonmel, a woman, named Maiy Caaridyi f 
ed ffuilty to thefi, which, she said, she bad oonu 
in the hope of being sent to Botany Bay ^ 
husband, who had been tiansporm 1^^ 
mylixd/* said she; "I will illimli^I 
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let me bring ray poor children to my husband ; I 
have two poor creatures, and we want to follow-their 
father. It was for that I stole. We have neither 
a bite nor a sup, nor can we get it from our owi| kith 
and kin. Send us to my husband, my lonl, or, if 
you do not, I will submit to your gracious mercy 
any way." 

A LONG CHURCH. 

Mr. Twiss, a romancing traveller, was talking of a 
church he had seen, in Spain a mile and a half lonjg 
"Bless me!" said Garrick, "how broad was itr* 
" About ten yards," said Twiss. " This is, you*ll ob- 
serve, gentlemen," said Garrick to the company, "not 
a round lie, but differs from his other stories, which 
are generally as broad as they are long." 

^^^^ 

THE PUN-TRAP. 

It was the late Sir C. Price who used, when he 
gave a dinner, to have a regular pun-trap on his table, 
in the shape of a large nutmeg grater ; and the ma- 
chinery of his wit — the "humor of the thing," as 
Nym says — was as thus : If any one at table spoke 
of a grtai man, as Sir W. Curtis, or a great wit, as 
Sir C. Flower, he would point to his pum-trdp, and 
say, with a quiet look, "There's a grater J^ Lord 
Byron somewhere says, that his father-in-law, Sir 
Ralph Milbank, used to have a leg of mutton on 
his table every day for a similar laudable purpoee, 
of cutting an impromptu witticism. 

^^^^ 

WESTERN ELOqUENCE. 

The folio mng is an extract firom a Jubilee oration 
delivered in Ohio : — 

"And if we may be allowed to draw tf fanciful 
supposition at that instant on a presentation of a 
copy (of the declaration of independence) to Jove, 
by the goddess of liberty, he exclaimed wMi, a voice 
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of thunder, " Mercury ! Mercury ! TeU BcLCckus to roU 
out the barrels ; fU ike goblets loWi the choicest nectar ; 
for this day a nation is bom — ^the queen of the 
world and the child of die skies." 

A fourth of July orator, in Alabama, thus speaks 
of Mr. Clay, for the part he took in the last presiden- 
tial election : — 

** For such base and atrocious acts may he meet the 
vilest execrations of his countrymen ; and were it 
not sacrilegious, how seriously could I pray, that ths 
ma^ificent fire ball, with aU its fierv and enormous 
tram, would descend from its celeMicd habitation, sweep 
him from the fa4:e of the earth, wrap him in a volley 
of flames, and cast him like a bomb-shell to the shiest 



A TRANSPORTING VOICE. 



The recorder of London, at a city dinner, having 
been called upon for a song, regretted that it was not 
in his power to gratify the wishes of the company ; 
a worthy alderman, who was present, observed, that 
he was much surprised by the refusal of the learned 
person, as it was notorious that numbers had been 
transported by his voice. 



^^^^ 



THE CANDID CUBATE. 

A minister went the other day to a curate of a 
parish near Lewis, and ofiered to perform the service 
for him on the ensuing Sunday. The curate flatly 
refused his consent The minister, surprised at his 
refusal, asked his reason. ^ Why, I'll tell ^ou," said 
the curate ; "if you preach better than I do, my pa- 
rishioners will think I never ought to get into llie 
pulpit again ; and if you preach worse, I am sure 
you never ought to enter one yourself." 



HEROISM. 



The following trAt of lyroisra in a Greek fiNnakr 
is from the pen of a corTeQ[K>ndent in the Levant v — 
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^ A young woman of Missolonghi and her brother 

auitted that place, and, fighting their way throdgh 
le ranks of the Turks, succeeded in reaching the 
mountains. Upon arriving there, the young many 
overwhelmed by the efibrt and the weight of his 
arms, sunk down, and could go no further. At that 
momeiit a Turkish horseman came up, with his 
sabre in his hand. The young woman seized her 
brother's pistol, shot tlie Turk, took bis horse, and, 
after assisting her brother to mount it, conveyed 
him to Salona. From thence she went to Napoli di 
Romania to sell the horse, in order to buy food and 
medicine^for her brother." 

^^^^ 

LAJ«ANDE. 

This eminent astronomer, during the most perilous 
times of the French revolution, confined himself 
closely to the pursuits of his favorite science. When 
he was asked to what happy cause be was indebted 
for escaping the fury of Robespierre, be jocosely 
answered, ^ I may thank my ^iwra for my preserva* 
tion." 

OVERRUNNING THE BANK. 

A gentleman, meeting a man in the street, re- 

markS that Mr. , who was just passing, and 

had recently fiuled, ^ looked below tide,^ — ^**Far from 
it," replied his friend, ^ for he has overrun the Umka*** 

^^^^ 

FAMILT BIATTERS. 

Several years ago papers teemed with reports of 
dreadfiil street robberies. " Why, how is this, Town- 
send ?" said a nobleman ; ** what are all these street 
robberies that we hear so much talk about ?" ^ Fam- 
ily matters, my lord," replied Townsend. " Family 
matters!" said his lordship, ^wl^it do you mean by 
that ?" ** Why, my lord, when a family man has gona 
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astray, and thrown away his cash upon a loose fish, 
he must make up some story for*the good woman at 
home ; and so he teUs her a terrible story about 
bein^ knocked down^and robbed — that's all — mero 
famUy matters." 

I 

ROGER, WHERE WAS I ? 

At Kenwyn, during divine service, two dogs, one 
of which was the parson's, vvere fighting at the west 
end of the church. The parson, who was then 
reading the second lesson, rushed out of his pew, 
and, doubtful where he had lefi; oE, asked the clerk, 
" Roger, where was I ?" " Why, dovni parting the 
dogs, maister, to be sure," replied Roger, to the no 
sniall amusement of the congregation. 

^^^^ 

PROFESSIONAL DIGNITT. 

Two chimneysweepers' boys were playing at mar- 
bles under the piazzas in Covent Garden, when Gar- 
rick and Foote happened to pass by together. One of 
the boys exclaimed to the other, *^ I say. Jack, lookee, 
lookee ! Playermen, playermen !" " Hold your 
tongue," cried the other; "vou don't know what 
you may come to yourself before you die." 

BAIOLS. 

It is an apt observation of the Connecticut Mirror, 
in relation to ephemetal and unsound banking insti- 
tutions, that ^bee-hives are by no means nud apropos 
to die vignettes of their notes. They keep their honey 
for themselves, their stings for those that wont tako 
up with their beeswax." 

^ ^^^^ *■ 

A WELL TURNED COMFLIMENT. 

A young lady, being addressed by a gentlfitninx 
much older than benelfi obBerrod to Vom^^dDA^so^^ 
10 
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objection she had to a union with him, was the 
probability of his dyins before her, and leaving her 
to feel the sorrows of widowhood. To which he 
made the following ingenious and deliisate compli- . 
mentary reply: ^'filea^ is the man that hath a 
virtuous wife, for the number of his days shiJl ha 
doubled." 

^^^^ 

CAPITAL REPLY. 

It was at Admiral Walsingham's table that Dr. 
Johnson made that excellent reply to a pert coxcomb^ 
who absolutely baitied him during dumer time:^ — 
** Pray, now," said he to the doctor, ''what would 

}rou give, old gentleman, to be as younff and n>ii^t- 
y as I am ?" — ^ Why, sir, I think," rejuied JomiflOD, 
^ I would oilmoii be content to be as foolish." 



' NERVOUS LADIES, i . 

A Pariaan physician, who has enturely devoted 
himself to the study of the disorders to which the 
fair sex are subject, has just published a woric, m 
which he teaches husbandfs the means of ascertain- 
ing whether their wives' nervous attacks are real 
or feigned! We would advise this indiscreet and 
officious medical gentleman to take care of hinmelf! 

^^^^ 

BURNS. 

He was standing one day upon the qoajy at Giw- 
nock, when a wealthy merchant, beloDffmff to the 
town, had the misfortune to &11 into the bamr. He 
was no swinuner, and^ his death would have bean 
inevitable, had not a sailor, who happened ^ be pBM- 
inff at the time, immediately plmmd \^ aad| al die 
ri^ of his own life, rescued mm mm hie '^TiTgffw 
situation. The Greenock merchanL iQKm lei 
a little from his flight, put his hand i£to bir 
and gvMxwkdri presented the ■ailnrvitb' 
The crowd, who weie \si ^ift iJnw iwil|it|j 
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protested against the contein[)til)le iiisigniiicaiice of 
the &um ; and Bums, with a smile of ineffable scorn, 
entreated them to restrain their clamor, " for," said 
he, ''the gentleman is of course the best judge of tlio 
value of his own life." 

^^^^ 

RIDING DOWN HILL. 

The late Richard ,Owen Cambridge was famed 
for very hard riding along the tiimpike road. When 
far advanced in years, however, he was met by King 
George 111, walking his horse very gently down 
hill. — ^"VVhat, Cambridge," observed liis majesty, 
"riding slowly !" "Sire," replied the old gentleniaii, 
"I feel I am going down hill vtry faaV^ The same 
gentleman was the author of a periodical paper, 
called "TAe Woirl(U^ In an absent fit, during 
service one Sunday at church, he continued sittuig 
when the congregation were standing up, and was 
roused by his lady by this exclamation : — " Mr. Cam- 
bridge, what are you thinking of!" "Of tlie mxt 
Worlds my dear." 

^^^^ 

OEIIERAL DONNADIEU 

was caned on the Boulevards b^ Colonel Deschampsr 
The general did not call out his enemy, which occa- 
sioned the application of epithets eaaly guessed at. 
" Why," saia Madame Gay, " why blame poor Don- 
~^'' fiir not notidngwliat posses 6dknu<Au&adfc?" 



LOBDDOBMXK 



and Mr. Edward Mon^ton both itatlBrad drsidfiilly. 
Once, upon the occasion qf their mooring in iModaOt 
Mr. Monckton, aeelng Lm. Bpmier ■mV'^* a vaiit- 
attempt to give otteraiioe- Hr H* ^"^^ 



"My deairlo— ori-ofa» 
man Aat " " " — 
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▼OLTAniE. 



*I never," said Voltaire, "was ruined but t^oe; 
once when I gained a lawsuit, and once when I 
lost it" 



THE sexton's wife. 



The wife of a sexton belonging to one of the 
churches in Whitehaven, was last week interrupted 
in the middle of an harangue upon the hardness 
of the times, by a person who offered to sell her a 
couple of ducks. ."Ducks I" exclaimed she ; "how 
can I buy ducks, or any thing else ? We have not 
buried a hving soxd these six months !" 



A GOOD GIRL. 



A young lady, looking into the family Bible, and 
-observing the dGate of her birth, took her pencU.and 
wrote — ^** Above the age of twenty-one, and not mar- 
ried." This induced her father to write beneath— 
*.* He who giveth in marriage doeth well, but he who 
giveth not in marriage doem better." To which she 
made the following reply — "Dear father; I love to 
do well ; let those do better who can." 



laughter. 

A witty writer sa3rs, in praise of laughtei^ *< Laugh- 
ter has even dissipated disease and pi'eserved life by 
'a sudden effort of n«Mu«. We are told that the 
great Erasmus laughed so heartily at the satire by 
Reuchlier and Van Hiitten, that he broke an impos- 
thume, and recovered bis health." In a singular 
treatise on laughter, Joul)ert gives two similar in- 
stances. " A patient being very low, the physician, who 
had ordered a dose of rhubarb, countermanded the 
medicine, which was lefl on the table. A monkev 
in the room, jumping vrp, 6iacQN«t^\ha ^blet, audi 
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having tasted, made a terrible grimace. Again put- 
ting only his tonffue to it, he perceived some sweet- 
ness of the dissolved manna, while the rhubarb had 
sunk to the bottom. Thus imboldened, he swallow- 
ed the whole, but found it such a nauseous potion, that, 
after many strange and fantastic grimaces, he grind- 
ed his teeth in agony, and in a violent fiiry threw 
the goblet on the floor. The whole aflair was so 
ludicrous, that the sick man burst into repeated peals 
of laughter, and the recovery of cheerfulness led to 
health.^ 

^^^^ 

ENGLISH MUSIC. 

There is a causdc j(^e going about town worth re- 
peating. When Bishop brought out his opera, " Alad- 
din," to rival Weber^s "Oteron," some one asked 
Sir George Smart, th^ composer, if he had seen 
Bishop's last opera. ^ No,*^ said Sir Greorge, ** but 
if you can assure me it is his last, I shall see it with 
pleasure." 



KNOWLEDGE OF THE WORLD. 

A late professor at Qambridge,' who bad been the 
senior wrangler of his year^on his being asked, a 
few days af&r be had obtained^ that honor, if he 
was goinff to town, replied <<diat he should defer his 
journey thither for a rortnigh^ as he should not like 
to appear in London till the aflair had blown over 
atittleP ' ^ 



A COUNTRT PAPER, 



in alluding to some advertisements of TpcAeni coffins^ 
sajrs, curiously enough, that being made of iron, they 
will ''secure ue pmon buried against the possibiliQr 
of returreGtion f (naeaning resurrQCtLQii tMiiu\ 
' 10* 
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SCHOOLS. 



In a certain town in Queen^s county, a school had 
been taught in one of^the districts by a very incom- 
petent teacher; and the inspectors (comprising a 
lawyer, a doctor, and a clergyman) refused to give 
him a certificate of competency. It was found im- 
possible to get the " state's money" without the cer- 
tificate of the inspectors, and great difficulty and 
complaint ensued by reason of the ohsHnacy of the 
inspectors, who could so easily have accommodated 
matters by the mere scratch of a pen. At length a 
town meeting was called, the old inspectors remov- 
ed, and three respectable and accommodating me- 
chanics substituted in their places; and the town 
is now rejoicing in the success of a scheme which 
they consider ^loorthy of indtalion,^ 



ADVAlfTAGE OP WIT 



Pope says, *Hhe greatest advantage I know of being 
thought a wit by the world is, that, it gives ornb the 
greater freedom of playing the foot** 



JEOPARDY. 



A veiy worthy, though not particuhrly indite 
underwriter at Lloyd's, was conversing one day with 
a fiiend in the conee-house on the subject of a ship 
they had mutually insured. His fiiend obeerveOy 
^Do ^ou know diat I shrewdly sospect our ship 

is in leooardy ?" — ^ The d 1 she is," replied he ; 

*' w^, I'm glad that s^^ got into some port at lasL^ 

^^^^ 

INGENIOUS RETORT. 

When Pope Alexander the Sixth asked Jerom 
Donatus, ambassador fi*om Venice, -^' of tr^om the Ve- 
netians held the rights and customs of the sea," he 
answered him promptly, *< Let your holiness show n^e 
the charter of St. P^^er's patrimony, and you mil 
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find on the back of it the grant made to the Venetians 
of the Adriatic Sea." 

rooTE. 

Foote, who was ever in the extremes pf fortune, 
now at the top, now at the bottom of her wheel, hajy- 
peiied to be in the latter condition, when Mackhn and 
he happened to meet. They were both at the Bed-^ 
forii coffee-house together, when Foote, |)eriiap8 tGu 
keep up tlie appearance of prosperity, was every now 
and then showiiig off a fine gold repeating watch, 
which he kept citlicr dangUng in his hand, or up to his 
ear. At last he suddenly exclaimed, "Zounds! my 
watch has stopped /" — " Poh4 poh !" said Macklin, 
" never mind that, Sam ; you may depend upon it, U 
will soon go" 



^^^^ 



THE INVISIBLE HAIR. 



A monk was showing the relics of his convent be- 
fore a numerous assembly. The most rare, in his opin- 
ion, was a hair of the Doly Virgin, which he appeared 
to show to the people present, opening his hands aai if 
he were drawing it through them. A peasant ap- 
proached with great curiosity, and exclaimed, ^ But, 
reverend fathef, I see nothing." ** Kgad, I believe it," 
replied the monk, ** for I have shown the hair for 
twenty years, and have not yet behekl it mysel£" 



DR. GOLDSMITH. 



Dr. Goldsmith discoves^at a very early period, 
signs of genius that enga^d the notice of all the 
friends of the fiunily, and, at the age of seven or 
eight, evinced a nature^ turn for rhyming. The fol- 
lowing instance of his early wit is handed down : 

A large company of young people were assembled 
one evening at bi^ uncle's, and Oliver, then but ijjjiie 
years old, was required to dance the hornpipe, a 
youth playing at the saiqe time oa the ^<dj&i«^. YSi^% 
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" but newly recovered from the Bma]i pox, by which 
he was mpch disfigured, and his figure being short 
and thick, the musician (very archly, as he supposed) 
comfmred him to JGsop danciuff ; and still harping 
on this idea, which he conceived to be very briglit^ 
the laugh was suddenly turned against him ^ by 
Oliver's stopping sholt in the dance, with this*re- 
tort : — 

Our herald hath proclaimed this su}ihg, 

" See iEsop dancing and his monkey playing.*' 

This smart reply decided his fortune ; so fit>m 
that time it was determined to send him to the 
university. 

^^^^ 

L09KINO GLASS. 

A wag was once standing with a friend, before a 
shop in Fleet street, observing some glass eyes ex> 
posed in the window. " I wonder," said his com- 
panion, ^ what kind of glass they were manufactured 
from?" "Guess," replied ^ the wag. The querist 
began — " Plate glass, square glass, cut glasd ?" " No ; 
lyhat should eyes be made of but looking glass I*^ 

^^^^ 

DENT EVERy THING, AND INSIST UPON PROOF. 

Lawyer Acmoody figured at the bar in Essex 
county, Massachusetts, something like half It century 
ago \ he had a student named Vamum, who, having 
just completed his studies, was journeying to a 
distant town in company with his master. Ac- 
moody, on his way, observed to his student-^-" Var- 
num, you have now be4^ith me three years, and 
finished your studies; nSut there is one impor- 
tant part of a lawyer's practice of great consequence, 
that I have never mentioned." "What is that?" 
inquired the student. "I will tell it," replied A., 
"provided you will pay expenses at the next 
tavai'n." ^ Tlie student agreed, and Acmo6dy im-, 
parted the maxim at the head of this article. The 
supper, &C., were proc\xxed\ Wid^ ^tl ^tevaring to sel - 
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off from the tavern, Acmoody reminded Vamum 
that he had engaged to pay the bill. ^^ I deny every 
thingj and insist upon /woq/',".rbtortiBd Yamum. The 
joke was so good, that Acmoody concluded it best 
to pay the bill himself. 

^^^^ 

m 

DUKE OF ANJOU. 

When John, duke of Anjou, advanced towards 
Naples, with a large army, to invade that city, he 
placed upon his colors the words of the evangelist^ 
** A man was sent whose name was John." Alphon- 
zo, of Arragon, who defended the «ity, answered 
him by a similar device — "He came, and they re- 
ceived him not" 

^^^^ 

A POINTED SATIRE. 

The following anecdote relating to general Wil- 
kinson, is taken from, a letter aiddressed by Mr. 
M'Kean to Preadent Adams. 

Wilkinson was, in 1777, an aid to Greneral Gates, 
and by him sent to congress at Ydrktown, in Penn- 
sylvania, with the despatches giving an account of 
the surrender of Sir John Burgoyne and the British 
army at SaratQ|RL On the way he spent a day at 
Reading, abouTOfty miles from YoiKtown, tmith a 
youn^ Uidy from Philadelphia, whom he afterwards 
married. When the despatches were read in con- 
gress, propositions were made for paying a proper 
compliment to the- favorite of Greneral Gates, who 
brought such pleasing news. Grovemor Samuel 
Adams, with a grave and ^^emn fikce, moved con- 
gress that the young gendenn should be presented 
with a pair of spurs* 

^^^^ 

BIBLIOMANIC RAGE. 

A singular story is extant about the pimshase of 
the late duke of Roxburgh's copy of the first edition 
of Shakspeare. A friei^ ^waa bvdd^u% ^^x Vsosl \i^ 
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the sale-room ; his grace had retired to ode end of 
the room, coolly to view the result of the contest 
The biddings rose quickly to twenty guineas — a great 
sum in former times, when colling was not auite 
so fashionable as it has since become ; but the duke 
was not to be daunted or defeated. A slip of paper 
was handed to him, upon which the impropriety of 
continuing the contest was suggested. His grace took 
out his pencil ; and, with a coolness that would 
have done credit to Prince Eugene, he wrote on th& 
same slip of paper, by way of reply, — 

" Lay on, Macdbff! 

And d— d be he who first cries, * HM, enov^ P " 

Such a spirit was irresistible ; it bore down all <^>po- 
sition, and was worthy of the cause in which it was 
engaged. The duke was of course declared victor, 
and he marched off triumphantly, with the Yoliune 
under his arm. 

^^^^ 

A COOL a£TORT. 

^ Henderson, the actor, was seldom known to be in - 
a passion. When at Oxford, he was one day deliat- 
ing with a fellow-student, who, not keeping his tem- 
per, threw a glass of wine in his face. Mr.* Hender- 
son took out his handkerchief, wip^ his face, and 
coolly said, " That, sir, was a digifssion ; now for 
the argument." 

^^^^ 

HATDN THE COMPOSER. 

The poet Carpani once asked his friend Haydn 
^ how it happened thatj^is church music was a^ost 
always of an animating, ^eerful, and even gay de- 
scription." To this, Haydn's answer was, ^Icannot 
make it otherwise : I write according to the thoughts 
which I feel : — when I think upon God, my heart 
is so full of joy, that t^e notes dance and leap as 
it were from my pen ; and since God has given me 
a cheerful hearty it will be easily forgiven z^e that I 
serve him with a.cheerfuL sniriu" 
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CONFIRSIATION. 



The dean of Ely was excellent at sharp jests, and 
once called a clergyman **B.focl^ who indeed Ivas little 
better. The clergyman said he would complain 
of this usage to the bishop. ** Do," said Peme, <* and 
my lord bishop will confirm you." 



SLEICDER REPAST. 



'^Have you dmed?" said a lounger to his friend. 
"I have, upon my honor," replied he. "Then," re- 
joined the nrst, **if you have dmtd upon your honors 
I fear you have made a scanty meaL^ 



you nave made a scanty 

DUKE OF CUMBERLAITD. 



When any one told to the duke of Cumberland 
a very improbable story, he heard him with polite- 
ness and attention : " Uan you beUeve," was said to 
him, " what this man has told you ?" ^ The gentle- 
man," 'said the duke, ^ may beheve what he pleases ; 
but I hope he will indulge me iikthe same liberty." 



REPARTEE. 



A British naval officer, a prisoner of Commod<»e 
Macdonough, said to a woman in Burlington, that 

the only way the d d Yankees gained victoriesi, 

was by skulkinff behind every stump and tree ; that 
they were afraid to come out in open fight: to which 
the woman observed, " Were there stumps and trees on 
(kelakesr 



tMaVaxlr hit. 

At a meeting of a Bible association, in the north 
of England, a cleisynni^i assi^ed as his reason for 
suppprtiDj; the W& society, his belief that it was hxA 
mlangeruig the churchy for," said he, ^if I thouii^ 



lao 

it dangerous to the church, I would not support it 
a moment longer." A Quaker present, rose to sec- 
coiid the motion whicti the clergyman had tlius put, 
and said, " I am a Quaker, and if I thought that the 
Bible society would endanger Quakdnsm, why, then 
I toouldnot be a Quaker one moment longer.*' 

^^^^ 

MORTARS. 

During the time that martial law was in fi>rce in 
Ireland, and t}\e people were prohibited from having 
fire-ai*ms in their possession, some mischievous vaiv 
lets gave information that a Mr. Scanlon, of Dublin, 
had ihrtt mortara in his house. A magistrate, with a 
party of dragoons in his train, surrounded the house, 
and demanded, in the king's name, that the fnortars 
should be delivered to him. Mr. Scaidon^ a respecta- 
ble apothecaiy, inmiediately produced them,- adding, 
that as they were useless without the pestUSf they 
also were at his majesty's service. 

^^^^ 

HENRT CLAT. 

A Mr. Ueniy Clay, a Virghiia dancing master, 
happening to alight at a public house for reSeslmient, 
in a neighboring town, a few days since, it was im- 
mediately rumored that Mr. Henr^lffiCUa/, Secretary 
of State, had arrived ; the rumor, of course, spread 
with great rapidity ; and a great many people flocked 
to the tavern to see the secretary, and among the 
rest an honest countryman, who observed to the 
dancing master, *' that he had been taken to be the 
Secretary of State ;" who promptly replied, **No, my 
dear fellow, I am not the man ; although we have 
the same name, and are about the same height, yet 
there is about six feet difference in our talents--4iia 
talents are in his head, and min^ are in my heels.** 

INNOCEIVCE. 

While we can easily defend our character, we are no 
more disturbed by an lu^cwtioYi) than we are alann- 



I 



121 

ed by an enemy whom wef are sure to conquer ; and 
whose attack, therefore, will bring us honor without ^ 
danger. 

» 

WATTS ON THE MIND. 

A lady entering a room where a fiiend of hen 
sat reading, she presently inquired — ^'' what bobk he 
was so attentively engaged with ;" to which he re- 
plied that he was reading " Watts on the Mind." 
** Indeed !" returned the lady, " then you might better 
resign the task, for a dish of chat ; for, beheve me, 
it is so intricate and various a subject, that it will be 
an endless undertaking to read whai^s on the mmdJ* 

^^^^ 

JL NEW TRICK. 

A respectable physician in New Yoiic was stopped 
lately by a person who wished to pay him a dollar, 
which he had been good enough to lend him some 
time previous. . The doctor did not recollect of his 
having lent the, money, but being assured he had, 
and me man pressing the payment, he gave the 
change for a three dollar bilL Upon examjnatioii, 
the bill proved to be counterfeit. 

A GRECIAN. 

^Vo Oxonians, dining together, one of them notic- 
ing a spot of grease on the neckcloth of the odier, 
said — *^ I see you are a Grecian." ^ Pooh,*' said the 
other, ^that's &r-fetched.^ "No, indeed," said the 
punster, " I made it on the spot." 

^^^^ 

Two boys, going- home one day, found a box in 
the road, and dis^ted wly) was the finder. They 
fought a whole aflemdc^^thout coming to a da- 
gMoil At last th^ a^Bl to drndi& ^£a ^KiG&«sfl^ 

11 ^W 
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equally ; but, on opening the box, lo and behold !- 
was empty. Few wars have been more profitable 
than tills to tlie paities concerned. 

VERT MAL-AFROFOS. 

A tradesman being arrested in the Wost Riding, 
Yorkshire^ he sent for two of his neighbors to give 
bail for him, who, on their arrival, were accostecT by\ 
the sheiiflfs officer witli, *' I am glad to see you, 
gentlemen : I have a writ for both of you, and your 
coming here has saved me the trouble of seeking you." 

^^^^ 

TTPOGRAPHICAi MISPRISION. 

A curious error appears in one of the impera in 
giving tlie verdict of a coroner's inquest on a glutton, 
who was choked by voraciously devouring part of 
a goose. The verdict was, died by svffocahonj which 
was printed stvffocation ! 



^^^^ 



A REAL KENTUCKIAN. 



A Kentuckian, we believe of tliat class familiarly 
called a " Hos Merchant,^^ rode up to a public house 
in the west,vniere a number of gentlemen were- seat- 
ed in the ]>iazza. After a low bow to the company, 
he inquired if any present could inform him what 
was good for a bum. A young physician (there 
being several present) stepped forward, and, tHth 
much complaisance, gave him a learned lecture on 
bums, the mode of treatment, &c. &c., for which 
1A9 was thanked politely by the Kentuckian, who 
informed him, that his prescription would not answer 
his present complaint, as his saddle blanket had been 
very "badly burnt the night pre\'iousIy. On hearing 
this, the physician became exasperated, and told him 
if he would alight, he would give him a flogging. 
The Kentuckian again bowed and said, ** he would 
not alight for two fioggii^^'and rode off with iQUch- 
gravity and eelf-sadsfaclVftil^ 
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CURIOUS LOVE LETTER 

A young woman had lived as servant at a respecta- 
ble fiirtn lioiise, at the village of L , in Northamp- 
tonshire, (England,) whose sweet-heart was-an hon- 
est rustic of the same place, l)ut whom cruel fate had 
destined to remove to a distant part of the country, 
which, histead of diminisliing, only served to increase 
their mutual regard. They were now, of course, 
obliged to have resort to correspondence ; but, alas ! 
how was this to be carried on ? for poor Mary could 
not write. But it was not long before she received 
a letter from William, in which he declared the in- 
creased ardor of his love, and implored her to. many. 
She was now compelled to have recourse to a conn- 
dential female fiiend to assist her in reading the let- 
ter, and who readily offered to write an answer ; but 
no — ^Mary could not, even to ber friend, impart 4be 
main secret, and declined the proffered service. Yet, 
as true love is seldom at a loss for the means of in- 
vention, Mary adopted the following concise method. 
Having procured a sheet of writing paper, with the 
end of a burnt stick, from off* the hearth, she formed 
the little dotted i, and enclosed a small piece of sheep's 
wool, which comprised Marv's significant answer, 
**t wool,^ Her friend wrote the superscription, and 
the letter was sent off*, post haste ; it was well under- 
stood, and received with as much real pleasure as 
any hdJU^s Utter could have been. Banns were soon 
after published, and they were marri^ with as littfe 
delay as possible. 

SIR WALTER SCOTT. 

An Englishman and lady recently travelling in 
Scotland, and having a strong desire to see sir Wal- 
ter Scott, sent liim a note expressive of their wish to 
have an interview with "the Lion of the North.'* 
Sir Walter sent an immediate answer, observing that 
the lion was seen ^ .the most advantage-at his fted- 
uig houn^ and would J|Lveiy happy to see them than 
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day at dinner. They<i went accordingly, and, it is 
needless to add, were most hospitably entertained. 



EVENNESS OF TEMPER. 

Madame Necker relates the following anecdote of 
M. Abauret, a philosopher of Geneva. It was said of 
him that he had never been out of temper ; some 
persons, by means of his female servant, were deter- 
mined to put him to this proof. The woman in 
question stated that she had been his servant for 
thirty years, and she protested that, during that time, 
she had never seen him in a passion. They prom- 
ised her a sum of money if she would endeavor to 
make him angiy. She consented; and, knowing 
that he was particularly fond of having his bed weS 
made, she, on the day appointed, neglected to make 
it. M. Abauret observed it, and the next morning 
made the observation to her ; she answered that she 
had forgotten it ; she said nothing more, but on the 
same evening she again neglected to make the bed. 
The same observation was made on the morrow by the 
philosopher, and she again made some excuse, in a 
cooler manner than before. On the third day, he 
said to her, "You have not yet made my bed ; you 
have apparendy come to some resolution on the sub- 
ject, as you probably found that it fatigued you. But 
after all, it is of ho ^at consequence, as I begin to 
accustom myself to it as it is.'\ She threw herself at 
his feet, and avowed all to him. . 

A LAUGHABLE MISTAKE^ 

A London paper mentions that the tragedy of 
Macbeth was once acted at a town in Sunblk; 
and amongst the audience- was a man who had 
been nearly fifly. miles, in the course of the day, 
to see Corder, the murderer, hanged, at Bury. Such 
was the belief entertained to the last, in some parts 
of the county, that the extreme penalty of the law 
would not be in^cVed^XhQl.^jtom^xv.who bad 
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Lim die was so pestered on all sides for an account 
of the melancholy ispectacle, that he literally betook 
himself to the theatre, to avoid further im()ortunities. 
Just as he entered, the fourth scene of tlie tragedy 
was commencing; and, as he was quietly sitting 
down in a box near the stage, Duncan began in 
the words of the author, as usual — "Is execution 
done on Cawdm ?" " Yes, sir," said the man ; " I saw 
him hanged this morning ; and that's the last time 
I'(l answer any questions about it" The audi- 
ence were convulsed with laughter, at the strange 
mistake, and it was some time before the perform- 
ance could be proceeded with. 

^^^^ 

FISH STORY. 

A gentleman sent his black servant to purchase 
him Si fresh fish. ^He. went to a stall, and, taking up 
a fish, began to smell it. The fishmonger observing 
him, and fearins the by-standers might catchthe scent, 
exclaims, " Halba ! you black rascal, what do you 
smell my fish for?" The negro replies, "Me no 
smell your fish, massa." " What are you doins then, 
sir ?" ".Why, me talk to 'em, massa." " And what 
do you say to the fish, heh P' "Me ask him what 
news at sea, dat's all, massa." " An4 what does he 
say to you ?" " He says he don't know ; he no been 
dare dese tree weeks." 

^^^^ 

K JOCKET AT A FAIB, 

who had bargained with a countiyman for a hone 
that happened to have a bald &ce, observed to the 
latter, mat he looked jfnde in (he face, " Yes,** said the 
countryman ; " and if you had. looked through a hal- 
ter as long as he has, you would be paU in the face 

too:' 

^^^^ 

A POOR, LITTLE, SHORT, BROWN HO€)b 

A eendeman had five dauffhters, all of whom ha 
brou^t up to some useful and ree^^xaSc^a Oc«xAK^Kscik 
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in life. These daughters married, one after anothor, 
with the consent ot'tiieir fatlier. The first married a 

fentleman by the name of Poor^ the second a Mr. 
sitUey the third a Mr. Shorty the fourth a Mr. Browtty 
and the fifth a Mr. Hogg, At the' wedding of the 
latter, her sisters, with their l^usbands, were present 
After the ceremonies of tiie wedding were over, the 
old gentleman said to the guests, *'I have taken great 
pains to educate my five daughters, that they might 
act well their parts in life ; and, from their advan- 
tages and improvements, I fondly hoped that they 
would do honor to my family ; and now I find that 
all my pains, cares and expectations have turned out 
nothing but a Poor, LUUe, Short, Broion HogJ* 

^^^^ 

CORNED BEEF. 

A yoke of oxen, belonging to Esq. Harvey, became 
intoxicated, sometime since, from eating waste rum 
cherries, and staggered through the village. 

SINGULAR EFFECTS OF BEAUTY ON A YOUNG MAN. 

m 

Bishop Dupoy invited, one day, to dinner, two cler- 
gymen and three ladies. . He noticed that, during the 
whole repast, the youngest of the two clergymen bad 
his eyes steadily fixed on one of the ladies;; who was 
very handsome. The bishop, after dinner, when the 
ladies had retired, asked him. what he thought of the 
beauty he had just been looking at. The clergyman 
answered, " My lord, in looking at the lady, I was re- 
flecting that her beautiful forehead will one day be 
covered with wrinkles ; that the coral on her Ifps will 
pass to her eyes, the vivacity of which will be extin- 
guished ; that the ivory of her teeth vnll be changed 
to ebony ; that, to the lilies androsesof her complex- 
ion, the withered appearance of care will succeed ; 
that her fine soft skin will become a dry parchment ; 
that her agreeable smiles will be convened into grim- 
ace ; and that, at length, she will become the anti* 
dote of loveJ*^ ^ 1 BfiNei ^\iov)\^.ba.vQ supposed,** sud 
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the bishop, ^tbat the -sight of a fine woman would 
have inspired a young man with such profound med- 
itations ^ 

^^^^ 

SIR ISAAC NEWTON. 

This illustrious philosopher was once riding over 
Salisbury plain, when a boy, keeping sheep, called to 
him — " Sir, you had better make haste on, or you 
will get a wet jacket." Newton, looking aroiuid, and 
observing neither clouds nor a8|)eck on the horizon, 
jogged on, taking very little notice of the niStic's in- 
formation. He had made but a few miles, when a 
storm, suddenly arising, wet him to the skin. Sur- 

Erised at the circumstance, and determined, if possi- - 
le, to ascertain how an ignorant boy had attained a 
precision and knowledge in the weather, of which the 
wisest philosopher would be proud, he rode back, 
wet as he was. "My lad," said Newton, "I'll give 
thee a guinea if tliou wilt tell me how thou canst ^ 
foretell the weather so truly." "Will ye, sir? I will, 
then," said the boy, scratching his head, and holding 
out his hand for the guinea. " Now, sir," (having re- 
ceived the money, and pointing to the sheep,^ " when 
vou see that black ram turn his tail towards tne wind, . 
'tis a sure sign of rain within an hour." " What !** 
exclaimed the philosopher ; " must I, in order to fore- 
tell the weather, stay here and watch which way that 
black ram turns his tail?" "Yes, sir." Off rode 
Newton, quite satisfied with his discovery, but not 
much inclined to avail himself of it, or to recommend 
it to others, 

^^^^ 

A BRIEFLESS BARRISTER. 

A briefless barrister on the northern circuit, the 
other day, was rather troublesome to a friend of Mr. 
Brougham, who told him at last to l)e quiet. " Oh, 
never mind him," said Mr. B. ; "he's a mere coun- 
sellor of necessity." " What do you mean byMhati 
sir?" inquired the legal codb-o^tout. ^^Q'duisfi^XsQX 
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a brief quotation,'! replied Mr, B. ; ^nteem^ ka» no 

law/* 

^^^^ 

RETORT. 

The pope's nuncio once dined with a party, most 
of wh(Mn were ultra Protestants. After dinner, a good 
deal of wine having been drunk, one of the-party, be- 
ing desirous to quiz the nuncio, proposed as a toast — 
" the devil." When the bottle came round; the nun- 
cio, to the astonishment of the company, took up his 
glass, and drank the health of his Satanic majesty, 
with the utmost gravity. Then, after a pause of a 
few minutes, the nuncio rose, and requested diat he 
might be. allowed to propose a toast ; which being 
agreed to, he gave — " the pope." This toast having 
produced murmurs of disapprobation, the nuncio 
again got up and said,-^" Gentlemen, I am really 
quite surprised at your objecting to my giving, as a 
toast, the head of my church, after I have, in com- 
pliance vnth your wishes, drank the head of t^oura/* 



MILITARY KWOWLEDGE. 

A colonel of high birth and great merit, but with a 
neglected education, who was remarkable for his 
grammaticed errors, said to count Segur, when the 
latter was named a commander of the orders of Sl 
Lazarus and St. Louis — " Why, my fiiend, you are 
rich in saints ; you have three of them — St. Louis, 
St. Lazarus, and St. Cinnatus.^ But, as to tlie last 
named, I cannot imagine where the deuce our Amer- 
ican friends could have dug him up." 

^^^^ 

FAMILY AFFECTION. 

A poor woman in Scotland, being upon her death 
bed, WM visited by a minister, who asked her — 

\^Cincinnattis ; but in French (we explsun for " the benefit 
of the country gentlemen") the first syllable, Ctn, is pronounc- 
ed voift much like Saint; and an inerudite colonel nug^ easily 
make Ibe blunder.'\ 
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"Wliere do you hope to go when you die?" She 
answered, " I don't care where I go." " What," re- 
plied the minister, " don't you care whether you go 
to heaven or to h^Il ?" " No," said she, " I don't care 
where I go." " But," added he, " if it were put to 
your choice, would you rather go to heaven or hell ?" 
"T«)hell," said she. "What," said he; "are you 
mad ; would you go to heU ?". ** Yes," said she, " I 
would,ybr aU my relations are (here/* 

^^^^ 

ARCHBISHOP CARROLL. 

A gentleman recollects, (and lie is not in the 
Iiabit of forgetting, j that, when comparatively a child, 
he was invited to dine, at Boston, with a living friend. 
After being seated awhile, listening to the conversa- 
tion of men whose age and piety almost led him to 
an adoration, a young clergyman entered, and, seeing 
the venerable Archbishop Carroll of the Catholic 
church. Bishop Parker of the Protestant Episcopal 
church. Dr. Ehot of the Congregationalist, and Dr. 
Stillman of the Baptist, sitting on the sofa, lifted up his 
hands, and exclaimed, " Can it be possible that I find 
the heads of four denominations sitting togetlier ?" 
The archbishop instantly answered, "Why should 
we not sit on die same seat here ? We intend to be 
Christians, and, I believe, good ones. I trust we shall 
occupy the same seat in heaven." How valuable 
would it be to society, if all men, of whatever reli- 
gion, had the same charitable feelings ! The earth 
would again approach nearer its primitive paradise, 

^^^^ 

HIS OWN SHADOW. 

I 

A credulous clown went to the clergyman of his 
parish, and told him, with great symptoms of con- 
sternation, that he had seen a ghost. " Where did 
you see it ?" was the questioji. *' Why," said Dig- 
gory, " as I were going, and please your reverence, 
by the church, right up against the wall, I see^the • 
ffhofit.^ «Iii what shape did k anv^su?* ^Y^ iS\. 
.12* 
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the world like a great ass." ** Go home, and hold 
your tongue," said the clergyman ; "for you are a 
very timid creature, and have only been frightened 
by your own shadow^" 



SINGULAR FORGIVENESS. 

Sir W. Scott, in his article in the Quarterly Re- 
view, on the CuUoden papers, mentions a character- 
istic instance of an old Highland warrior's mode of 
pardon. " You must forgive even your bitterest ene- 
my ,"now," said the confessor to him, as he lay gasp- 
ing on his death bed. " Well, if I must, I must," 
replied the chieftain ; " but my curse be on you, Don- 
ald," turning towards his son, "if you forgive him." 

^^^^ 

CHARLES YORKE. 

When he was returned a member for the univer- 
sity of Cambridge, 1770, he went round to thank 

those who voted for him. One of these was Mr. , 

who had a large and veiy uncomely physiogf>omy. 
In thanking him, Mr. Yorke said, " Sir, I have great 
reason to be thankful to my friends in general ; but 
I confess myself under a particular obligation to you 
for the remarkable countenance yoa have shown me 
on this occasion." 

^^^^^ 

DEVOTED LOTALTT. - 

When Richard Cceur de Lion, in one- of his cru- 
sades, had fallen into an ambuscade which the Sol- 
dan had placed fbr him, and, yainly conAendinc 
against numbers, was on the point of being eapluaeiL 
William de Porcelletes, a baron cdT Proreadei oM 
out, in the Saracen tongue, "I aiki thekin|k" 
infidels immediately surrounded hiiDy «n4 

t)ed. The magnanimous Sokh*^*^ 
iier with distinffuished honerf 
and valor, lo&e^ YomirfiK « 




treated him in every respect as a king. He was 
filially exchnii£ed for ten of the greatest princes be- 
longiug to the court of tlie Soldim. 



A )jiisbani], whose ears were constantly assniled 
by tlie unruly tongue of his wife, bore tlie sound of 
lier incessant alarm.witb tbe grealeslXNiticnce. "It 
is veiy clear," said one of his iriends, " that you are 
afraiif of your wife." " I am not afraid of Aer," mid 
the liusband, "but of tlie noise she makes." 



FHILOSOFBT ADD tTOSlC. 

M. Lagrange, eminent as a philosopher, while at- 
tending a concert, was asked what he thought of ^e 
music. " I love it," said he, " because it leaves iqp 
to myself. I listen to it during the three first meas- 
ures, but I hear no more of it; I give myself up to 
reflection ; nothing interrupts me ; and in this way I 
have solved many a difficult problem." This feet, 
though it adds one more to the many testimonials of 
the power of muac, is unwelcome oridence of its ^- 



These were the names of two e , „ 

. Eiwland, al the bepimipgoftbel7thcentuiT. They 

seldoin,' u erer, agraed in tb^ opinions. Tner 
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was declared/seeing the audience to be small, obsenr- 
ed to Morton, the dramatic writer^ who was near 
him, in the pil^ '^The thinness of the house is owing, 
I suppose, to the war.^^ " No, sir," said Morton — ^xo 
thejpwcc." 



MR. TEMPLE 8TANTAN, 

who had long lived with Addison, in habits of firiend- 
ship, conversing on ail subjects with perfect freedom, ^ 
bon'owed of him, under some pressing emergency, a 
sum of money. From this time, Mr. Stanyan alter- 
ed completely his tone of conversation towards Ad- * 
dison. He a^eed implicitly to all that his patron 
advanced, and never, as Ibrmerly, disputed his posi- 
tions. This extraordinary chang6 in his behavior 
did not long escape the notice of sq acute an observ- 
er, to whom it was by no means so agreeable as it 
was expected it would be. It happened, on one oc- 
casion, that a subject was started, on which they had, 
a short time before, been entirely at issue. Mr. Stan- 
yan, instead of contending the point, yielded silently, 
and with the utmost deference to the opinion of Ad- 
dison, who was displeased, and vented his disappro- 
bation of his companion's insincerity, by saying, with 
a good deal of impatience, " Sir, either contradict me, 
or pay me my money." 

CRITICISM OF A SULTAN. 

John Bellino, who was, with justice, highly es- 
teemed by his countrymen, the Venetians, obtained 
leave from the senate to make a journey to Constan- 
tinople, in order to paint some pictures for Mahomed, 
the insatiate of conquests, who had made a request 
to the republic to that effect. After Bellino had ar- 
rived there and finished one, he was desired to make 
a representation of the beheading of John. Mahom- 
ed visited the artist while he was employed upon this 
piecAind complained that the neck was not like 
that of a Turk depxvved o^ \S[i<b lofiad. In order to 
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show the justice of the remark, he caused one of his 
slaves to be brought to the place, and beheaded in 
tlie presence of the astonished painter, who made 
use of every entreaty, in vain, to prevent this un- 
manly argumerUtmi ad hominem. 

^^^^ 

ENGLISH BULL. 

An Irishman veiy justly observed, that the English 
make bulls in writing, when they may be supposed 
to have time to deliberate, as well as in conversation, 
when they are more exposed to the errors of haste. 
-Thus, it is no very rare thing to hear persons talk 
of Hi healthf had success^ acquUted felons, much too Ut- 
ile, vastly little, monstrously small, a stone hedge^ a 
glass ink horn, and a man midwife. 



A lover's stratagem. 



Acontius fell in love v^th the high-bom Cydippe, 
at the sacrifices in the temple of Diana, an oath ut- 
tered in which was, by a law in Cea, irrevocable. The 
youth, having procured an apple, wrote upon it to . 
tljis effect — ^By Dion, IwUl marry Acontius.^ He 
Aen watched his opportunity, and flung it into Cy- 
dippe's bosom. The virgin read it, thus inadvertent- 
ly pronounced the oath, and Acontius gained by this 
apple almost as much as Adam lost by his. 

TAKING TIME BT THE FORELOCK. 

Catharine Tudor, at the funeral of her £rst hus- 
band, (John Salisbury,) was led to church hy Sir 
Richard Clough, and from church by Morris Wynn, 
of Gwedir, who whispered to her his wish of being 
her second. She refused him civilly, and informed 
him that she had accepted the proposals of air BicK- 
ard Clough, in her w^ to church ; but aswirpd J 
that, if she buried sir Richard, he might depe 
being her th^ ; which really was the 
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SBReEAIlT BOSij 

of eccentric memory, was once invited to spend some 
days in the country with lord Erskine. His wife, 
who knew his characteristic negligence, advised 
him (inter alia) to put on a clean shirt every morning. 
*^ For this purpose,*' said she, ^ I have packed up sijE, 
which will, I liave no doubt, last you during your 
visit." On the sergeant's return, his wife remarked- 
how stout he had grown ; addinA at the same time, 
a hope, that he had complied wim her request about 
the shirts. Her husband assured her that he had ; 
but what was her astonishment on finding that, with 
his customary absence of mind, he had actually put 
on one over the other, and was, at that moment, pier- 
spiring under the influence of no less than six. 

^^^^ 

TOO CIVIL BY HALF. 

A learned Irish judge, among other peculiarities, 
has a habit of begging pardon on eyety occasion. 
On his circuit, a short time since, his favorite expres- 
sion was employed in a singular manner. At the 
close of the assize, as he was about to leave the 
bench, the officer of the court reminded him, that he 
had not passed sentence of death on one of the crim- 
inals, as he had intended. *' Dear me !" said his lord- 
ship ; "/rca% beg his pardon — bring him iiu" 

^^^^ 

A LOUDER YET, AND YET A LOUDER STRAIN ! 

During Mi's. Billington's bravura, in the last act, 
Mr. Billington, her husband, who was s^ted in the 
orchestra, conceiving that the trumpeter did not ac- 
company her with sufficient force, frequently called 
to him, in a subdued tone, " Louder, louder !" The 
leader of the band, being of a similar opinion to Mr. 
Billington's, repeated the same command so oflen, 
that at length the indignant German, in an agony of 
passion and exhaustion, threw down his ti-umpet, and, 
tuniing towards the audience, violently exclaimed, 
" It be very easy to cry * Louder ! louder !' but, by 
gar ! *vere is de tniidT' 
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HARD NAMES — OR THE YANKEE OUTWITTED. 

One of our townsmen, a Yankee, being in compa- 
ny at a tavern, in Albany, a Dutchman from this 
county happened in, and, on discovering that they 
were both from this vicinity, inquired the name of 
the Yanltee. " I will bet a bottle of wine," replied 
he» " that I have the hardest name in the company." 
"Done," said the Dutchman — "what is it?" "My 
name, sir, is Stone /"said he, exultingly. " WeU, den, 
rejoined the former ; " your name is Stone^ and mine 
is Harder (which was the case). Now pay de bot- 
tle." The Yankee remarked that fl was rather a 
hard concern, but that he was fairly beaten ; and paid 
the forfeit 

^^^^ 

AN EMPTY POCKET-BOOK — ^BUT FtTLL POCKET ! 

One of the crew of the Macedonian, having re- 
ceived tlie wages of the late three year's cruise, went, 
with the money in his hand, into a store, and, having 
purchased a pocket-book, put the roll of notes in his 
waistcoat pocket, and the pocket-book into that of 
his round-jacket. The store-keeper told him that it 
was the fashion to put money in the pocket-book ; 
but the sailor affirmed he was up to the tricks of the 
land-lubbers, and went of^ The next day he return- 
ed to the store, exclauning, in great glee, "They've 
got it — give me another!" He had mdeed lost the 
pocket-book, bat secured his notes. 

• ^^^^ 

LOUIS XIV. 

The death of his queen afiected him in the sever- 
est degreor " Gk)od God !" sdd he, when his attend- 
ants forced him away from her lifeless body, " is it 
posable that the queen is dead ? and that I must 
forever lose her, who never gave me pain but when 
she died P It is not easy to pronounce a funeFttl 
oratioD in fewer words. 
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RETORT COURTEOUS. 



A quarrelsome French officer, lately traFelling one 
of tlie boulevards, at Paris, observed a person turn 
towards bim and laugh ; upon which he haughtily 
asked — " Why do you laugh, sir, when I pass (^ To 
which the oflier quickly rejoined — ^"Why do you 
pass, sir, when I laugh ?" 



ARTFUL QUESTIOir. 



Dominico, the harlequin, going to siee Louis XIV, 
at Suy ver, fixed his eye on a dish of partridgea The 
king, who was fond of his acting, said, **' Give that 
dish to Dominico/' ^ And the partridges too, ore T* 
Louis^ penetrating his art, replied, ^ And the partridges 
too," The dish was gold. 



OTTIWELL WOOD. 



During a trial which topk place in the country, 
a respectable, though not very ostentatious looking 
gentleman, occupied the wimess box, devotedly virait- 
ing a cross examination. ** Pray, Mr. Ottiwell Wood," 
said the opposing counsel, " how do you spell y6ur 
name ?" " Oh ! sir," replied Mr. Wood, "very eaa- 
ly — a lesson in it is very much at your service." 




The barrister looked confounded, the court and jury 
laughed, and Mr. Ottiwell Wood's evidence was sc^ 
fered to pass as unshakable. 



▲ BLUI7T REQUEST. 



The follovring anecdote is circulating about -lady 
H. A., who is notoriously not very remarkable for 
delicacy of character. She had rudely dischaised 
her coachman, who, before he left her, demanded aa 
interview. She received him haughtilyi fluppoiini^ 



^ • 
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he was come to beg to be reinstated in his place ; 
when he accosted her thus: "I shall t«Jce it, my 
lady, as a particular favor, if you unll never mention 
I lived toUh you ; for if you do, I shall never gain 
another situation !" 

METAPHYSICS. 

A Scotch blacksmith being asked the meaning of 
metaphysics, explained it as follows : — " When the 
party who listens diima ken what the party who 
speaks means, and when the party who speaks dinna 
ken what he means himself— that is metaphysics." 

^^^^ 

BAD SINGING. 

There was something of novelty, it is true, but 
not less of reason, in the proceedings of a late esteem- 
ed minister of Naw England, who, at the close of a 
very badly sung psalm, read another to the choir, 
saying, ^ You must try agsdn, for it is impossible to 
preach after such singing." 

^^^^ 

TOM BROWN 

having once asked a man how he contrived to livo 
in hard times, was answered, " I live, as I believe, 
you do, master Brown, by my wiL" " Faith," replied « 
Brown, ^ you must be a much more able trader than , 
I ever thought you, to cany on business and thrivo ' 
upon 80 snmll a capitaL" 

^^^^ 

LICENSE FOR HAWKINS. 

A poor country hawker, being detected in die ai 
of shooting a butch w bird, was token before a jn- 
<< So, fellow," cried Mittimus, *<you think fil M 
vrithout a license, do you ?"— ^ Ob, no, your ^ 
cric^ the offender; "1 have a license for h» 
80 saying, he handed him his pedlei^ liceoM 
bud shot being a hauHu the manivtA Q&m^a»« 
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HENRT THE SEVENTH, 

king of England, asked an a8trok>ger if he knew 
where he should pass the festivities of Christmas. 
The astrologer answered that he knew nothinff on 
tlie subject " / then am cleverer than Hum art,'* re- 
plied the king, *' for I know that thou wilt pass them 
m the Tower of London." The individual was im- 
mediately conducted thither. 

THE ASTROLOGER. 

An astrologer fixing his eyes upon the countenanoe 
of the duke of Milan, said to him, ^My lord, arrange 
your affairs, for you have not long to live." "How 
dost thou know this?" asked the duke. "By my 
acquaintance with the stars," answered the astrolo- 
ger. " And pray how long art thou to live ?" " My 
planet promises me a long life." "Well, thou sbalt 
shortly discover that we ought not to trust to the 
stars." And he ordered him to be hanged instant- 

BON CHAT — ^BON RAT. 

In the Coburg theatre, London, a lady, who hap- 
pened to have a red face, sat in the pit, and, at int6r- 
* vals of the performance, applied to a re9<onifu^,gene- 
' rally caUed a pocket pistol^ to allay the efiTects of the 
crowd and pressure. A coxcomb— -one of those pests 
that belong to no regular order in society—- on per- 
ceiving the application of the leathern bovteUe to the 
lady's lips, said sneeringly, " That's right, ma'am ; stic^ 
to it, and you'll never want a color." — " Never,** said 
the lady, in perfect good humor, " whilst I have yoiir 
impertinence to blush for." 

BON HOT. 

A barbet wbo is m the habit of stmudiig fak 
tomers' ears by the tav^^^cLVi ol >c^ ^00^5110, airiDi 
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individual, the other day, how he wished his beard 
to be cut. " Without saying a single word," replied 
he." 

^^^^ 

AN AFFECTING PREACHER; 

While a dervise was preaching at Bagdad, one of 
his hearers seemed vastly affected. Proud of his 
power, the preacher asked how liis discourao had 
touched him * much. " Oh ! sir," replied the other, 
" it was not that ; but your beard put me so much 
in mind of a goat I had lost, that I could not help 
crying," 



^^^^ 



ONE GOOD TURN DESERVES ANOTHER. 

Santeuil, a poet of the 17th century, returning one 
night to the abbey of St. Victor, at eleven o'clock, 
was refused admittance by the porter, on the plea 
that the prior had absolutely forbidden the doors to 
be opened at so late an hour. A good deal of alterca- 
tion ensued ; at last the poet slipped a piece of gold 
under the door, which was opened immediately. 
When fairly in, he pretended that he had left a book 
on the stone, where he was sitting during the dispute, 
and begged the porter to go for it Encouraged bv 
the generosity of the poet, the man readily complied. 
In the meanwhile, Santeuil fastened the door, and 
the porter, half naked, was obliged to stand knockioff 
in his turn. " I cannot let you m," said the poet; ^I 
am very sorry for it ; but the prior has given pomtiyd 
order not to have die doors opened at so late an 
hour." ^ I let you in," said the porter in a^veiy hum- 
ble tone. **So you did," replied Santeiul; *'aiidl 
will do you the same good turn for the Bome prilB0u* 
Tlie porter, not tiking to sleep in the street, and ftu^ 
ful likewise of losing his place, slipped the pieee 
of gold under the Soot again, sayinp; ''I thou^ 
a poeti's money would not stay long wm me." ^ And.' 
00 he gained admittance. 



I .• , 
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LAIVD OF LIBERTY. 

• 

An IrishmaD who had left his native coimtiy, and 
sought an asylum in America because it was a land 
of liberty, was attacked on his first arrival in Decem- 
ber by a furious inastifi*. He stooped to pick up a 
stone to defend himself^ but the stone was frozen 
fast " By my sowl," says Pat, " now is not this a 
swate land of liberty, where the dogs are let loose^ 
and the stones tied fast !" 

^^^^ 

ORANO OUTANG. 

Father Caubasson had so won on the good graces of 
a young orang outang, that, whithersoever he went, it 
was desirous of accompanying him, insomuch that, 
when he had to officiate on Sunday, he was obliged to 
confine it. On one occasion, however, it had con- 
trived to make its escape, and, silently mounting the 
sounding board, lay perfectly quiet until the sermon 
commenced. It then crept to the edge of the board, 
and overlooking its master, counterfeited all his ges- 
tures in so grotesque a style, as to excite the risible 
faculties of tlie audience. The preacher, surprised 
and confounded at such unseasonalje levity, had 
recoui-se to reproof, but without effect, when, re- 
doubling his vociferations, the mimic continued to 
act his part with such ludicrous accuracy, that the 
congregation gave way to loud and reiterated laughter. 
A friend now stepped up, and explained the adven- 
ture, when the good humored father found no small 
difficulty in preserving his own gravity. 

^^^^ 

A TRIFLING MISTAKE. 

The clergyman of a country village denred his 
elf rk to give notice that there would be no service 
in the afternoon, as he was going to officiate for 
another clergyman. The clerk, immediately as the 
sermon was ended, rising up, called out, **rm de» 
sired to give notice x\\«xx\v«x^\^VMXkj:^Mmoe this 
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« 

ailemoon, as Mr. L is going a fishing witli an- 
other clergyman." Mr. L., of course, corrected the 
awkward yet amusing blunder. 

^^^^ 

NOVEL WAGER 

An English gentleman, travelling in America, had 
his attention arrested by a singular contest between 
a negro and the mule on which he was moimted. 
The indocile animal had thought proper to take 
exception to the carriage of the gentleman, which pre- 
ceded him, and evinced a decided disinclination to 
|)ass it ; bis rider, on the other hand, was as resolute 
in his determination to effect a change in the con- 
duct of his beast At length the gendeman heard 
blackey exclaim to the mule, " ni bet you a five- 

Eenny I make you ffo by this time ;" then, nodding his 
ead, he added, "Do you bet?" Afler which, by 
means of some yery jpressin^ arguments of whip and 
spur, he succeeded m makmg the animal pass the 
carriage. The gentleman, who had been highly 
amused witli the scene, called to the nesro, and 
observed that though the vtrager had been laid, he did 
not, see how payment could be obtained from the 
mule. " Oh yes," replied the black ; " massa give 
me tenpenny for com for him ; he lose the bet^ and 
me only give him fivepenny." 

• 4 

TRUE CONSOLATION. • 

AVhen Daucourt, the playwright, gave a new inece^ 
if it were unsuccessful to console himselil^ he wu 
accustomed to sup widi two or three fiienda^ at a 
tavern known by the sign of the Bamiipes. One 
morning, after the rehearsal of a comeoy which waa 
to be performed for the first time that evening, he 
asked one of his daughters, not ten yean of a^ 
how she liked the piece. "Ah, papa," sold the oiri, 
"you ^nli go to-night and sup at tneaign of ^ift «a(^ 



pipea" 
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EQUAL DIFFICT7LTIES. 

A gentleman of considerable sense and knowledge 
of the world, being asked whether a man possessing 
genius without perseverance and stability, or one of 
a dull but assiduous character, was the more likely 
to prove successful in life, replied that it was a diffi- 
cult question to decide, since it was impossible to 
throw a straw to a great distance, and almost equally 
the case with a ton. 

^^^^ 

NOVEL DESERTER. 

A naval officer, who held a civil employment at 
Rhode Island during the American war of independ- 
ence, and who was of a remarkably spare, skeleton- 
like figure, was stopped by a sentinel late one night, 
on his return from a visit, and shut up in the sentry- 
box, the soldier declaiing tliat he should remain 
there until his officer came his rounds .at twelve 

o'clock. "My good fellow," said Mr. W y "I 

have told you who I am ; and I really think you 
ought to take my word." — "• It will not do," replied 
tlie soldier : " I am by no means satisfied." Then 
taking from his pocket a quarter of a dollar, and pre- 
senting it, " Will that satisfy you ?" — " Why, yes, I 
think it will." — " And, now that I am released, pray 
tell me why you detained me at your post ?" — " I 
apprehended you," said the soldier, " as a deserter 
from the church-yard." 

The same officer, when a young man, and a stranger 
to London, stopped a gentleman to ask his way to 
the admiralty. " Are you not mistaken in your in- 
quiry ?" said the gentleman: "I should think that 
your business lies with the victualling office." 

NATIONAL PREJUDICE. 

An Englishman and Dutchman disputing about 
their dlfEerenl covmtries^ the Dutchman said, ** Your 
country thinks o{ noiOavc^^ Wx ^x^SSs^^ and eren the 
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names of your places have a reieretioe to it ; Jf<Mi 
have your Ports-mou/A», your F\y^mcndh*f your Y ar- 
mouths, your Fal'tnoiUhs, your Dsxi'mouthgf your Cx- 
moiUhs ; and you are all mouths togetiier. — ^ Ay,** 
replies tlie Englishman, ^ and you have your Arnster- 
c^/7u, and your Kotter-^m^ — aud d — -— you alto- 
gether, say I." 

THE EXPEDITIOUS WORKMAN. 

A bricklayer, who was working at the top of a 
house, happened to fall through the raflers, and, not 
being hurt, he bounced up, and cried with a trium- 
phant tone to his fellow-laborers, ^I defy any man 
to go through his work as quick as I did." 

^^^^ 

DEAD MARCH. 

On the evening before Dr. Clubbe died, his phy- 
sician feeling his pulse with much gravity, and oo- 
serving that it beat more even than upon his last 
visit, ** My dear friend," said he, " if you don't already 
know, or have not a technical expression for it, I wiU 
iM you what it beats — it beats the dead maarch,^ 



GEZTEALOGT. 

The late Sir Watkins William Wynne, talking to 
a friend about the antiquity of bis family, which he 
carried up to Noah, was told that he was a mere 
mushroom. "Ay," said he, "how so, pray?" "Why," 
replied the other, " when I was in Wales, a pedigree 
of a particular family was shown to me ; it filled up 
about five large skins of parchment, and abou^ the 
middle of it was a note in the margin ; tSboul Ihit 
time the world was created,^ 

• ^^^^ 

LOSS OF MEMORY. 

A countiy cleigyman meeting a neighbor who 
neyer came to church, althouga aa ^ %j&coii ^ 
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above sixty, reproved hini on that account, and ask- 
ed, if he never read . at home. " No," replied tlie 
clown, ** I can't read."—" I dare say," said the parson, 
"you don't know who made you." — ^ Not I, in 
troth," cried the countryman. A little boy coming 
by at the same time, " Who made you, child ?" said 
the parson. — ** God, sir," answered the boy.^— " Why, 
look you there," quoth the honest clergyman ; " are 
you not ashamed to hear a child of ^ve or six years 
old tell me who made him, when you, that ai'e so 
old a man, camiot ?" — ^ Ah !" said the countryman, 
" it is no wonder that he should remember ; he was 
made but t'other day : it is a great while, measter, 
since I wur made." 

^^^^ 

CRANIOLOGT. 

After the death of Person, his head was dissected, 
and, to the confusion of all craniologisl^ it was 
discovered, that he had the thickest 5tull of any 
professor in Europe. Professor Gall being called 
upon to explain this phenomenon, and to reconcile 
so tenacious a memory with so thick a receptacle 
for it, replied ; — " How the ideas got into such a 
skull, is their business, not mine ; I have nothing 
to do with that ; but let them once get in — ^that is 
all I want ; once in, I will defy them ever to get out 
again." 



THE HI6HWATMAN OFF HIS GUARD. 

A rider to a commercial house in London, was 
attacked a few miles beyond Winchester by a single 
highwayman, who robbed him of his purse and 
pocket-book, containing cash and notes to a con- 
siderable amount. "Sir," said the rider, "I have 
suffered you to take my property, and you are wel- 
come to it It is- my master's, and the loss cannot 
do him much harm ; but as it will look very coward- 
ly in me to laave been robbed without making^ any 
defence, 1 should vnaYi ^ovx. \\3a\. Xft ^ftsa «. ^stol 
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through my coat." — ^*' With all my heart," said the 
highwayman; "where will you- have the ball?" — 
" Here," said the rider, "just by the side of the but- 
ton." The unthinking highwayman was as good as 
his word ; but as soon as he had fired, the rider 
knocked him off his horae, and, with the assistance 
of a traveller, who came up at the time, lodged the 
highwayman in jail. ' 



COINCIDENCE. 

The great duke of Marlborough passing the sate 
of the Tower, was accosted by an ill-looking fellow, 
with, " How do you do, my lord duke ? I beHeve 
your grace and I have now been in every jail in the 
kingdom." — ^''I believe, friend," replied the duke, 
with surprise, " this is the only jail I ever visited." — 
" Very likely," rejoined the other ; " but I have been 
in all the rest." 



HEROISM. "^ 

A soldier, on his return from the wars, Was asked 
by his friends, what exploits he had done in 
them. He said, "that he had cut off one of the 
enemy's legs ;" and being told that it would have 
been more honorable and manly to have cut off* his 
head — "Oh," said he, "you must know his head 
was cut oft" before." 



FIELD-PREAC HE R. 

A field-preacher expliRning to bis congregation the 
nature of hell, toid them he had lived there eleven 
monihs. " It is a great pity," said one of the hearcn, 
"that you did not stay there a month longer, for then 
you would have gained a legal settlement. 



NOVEL SOLECISM. 



The late John Kemble, who was so minutely ob- 
servant of that great diunatificuMiu^^^^aoX^d^A^KS^^ 
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to the word," that he would study before a glass tfa6 
proper position of a finger even, seeing an actor 
hold down his head on pronouncing, O, Heaven! 
and hold U up on pronouncing, O, Earth ! said, ^ The 
feUow has committed a solecism with Ma head^ 

^^^^ 

THE MAGPIE. 

A boy, belonging to one of the ships of war at 
PortsAouth, htd purchased of his play-fellotirs a 
ma^ie, which he carried to his father's house, and 
was at the door feeding it, when a gentleman in the 
neighborhood, who had an impediment in his speech, 
coming up, " T — ^T — ^T — Tom," said the gentleman, 
** can your Mag t — ^t — ^talk yet ?" — " Ay, sir," s^s the 
boy^ " better tlmn you, or I'd wring his head off." 

SLEEPING AT CHURCH. 

Dr. South, when preaching before Charles II, ob- 
served that the monarch and his attendants began to 
nod. Some of them soon after snored ; on which he 
broke off his sermon, and called — ^*' Lonl Lauderdale, 
let me entreat you to rouse yourself; you snore so 
loud that you will wake the king I" 

BOTTLES FLYING. 

Hugh Boyd waS dining with a large party of his 
countrymen, when, afler having drunk freely, one 
of the company took up a decanter, and flung it at 
the head of the person that sat facing him. ooyd, 
however, seeing the missile about to be thrown, 
dexterously stretched forth his hand, and caught it, 
exclaiming, at the same time, *' Really, gentlemen, 
if you send the bottle about this way, there will not 
one of us be able to stand out the evening." 

LORD ORRERY. 

Lord Orrery, X\ve ftivwv^ «xi^ \i\Q\gre30hftr of Swift, 
had such ajx unbo\mde^\o\^ fet ^^ ^M^sKs^^^^Baj^X^ 
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bestowed classical appelladons on the dumb parts 
of his household. His dog bore the name of Caesar. 
Ccesar, however, one day ^vmg his lordship a most 
unclassical bite, his lordship seized a cane, and pur- 
sued him round the room with great solemnity, utter- 
ing, the while, this truly classical menace : ^ Ceesar ! 
Caesnr ! If I could catch thee, Ccesar, I would give 
thee as many wounds as Brutus gave thy namesake 
in the capitol !** 

SBIART RETORT. 

Two gentlemen, one named Chambers, the other 
Gfuret, riding by Tyburn together, the former said, 
" This is a veiy pretty tenement, if it had but a gar- 
ret." — **You fool," said Garret, "don't you know 
there must be chambers first." 

KINO CHARLES. 

King Charles II, being prevailed upon, bV one 
of his courtiers, to kniffht a very wortnless rellow, 
and of mean aspect, when he was going to lav the 
sword upon his shoulder, our new knight drew back, 
and hung down his head, as if out of countenance. 
" Don't be ashamed," said the king ; ^ 'tis I have the 
most reason to be so." 



COLONEL CHARTRES. 



The late Colonel Chartres, reflecting upon his 
ill life and public character, told a nobleman, if such 
a thing as a gfx^d name could be purchased, he 
would freely cive 10,000^ for it The nobleman 
said, "it would be the worst money he ever laid out 
in bis life."— "Why so?" said the colonel "Be- 
cause," replied hi^ lordship, "you would oectaiDl^ 
fyrfek it again in leai than a weokT* 
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SIR ISAAC NEWTOIy's COURTSHIP. 

Newton did once in his life go a wooing, and had 
the greatest indulgences paid to his peculiarities. 
Knowing he was fond of smoking, the lady provided 
bim with a pipe, and, after they were seated to open 
the business of Cupid, Sir Isaac made a few whif& ; 
seemed at a loss for something, and- at last drew his 
chair nearer to the lady : a pause of some minutes 
ensued, and he seemed still more uneasy ; when Sir 
Isaac got hold of her hand, and whiffed with redou- 
bled fury ; he drew the captive hand near his lips ; 
alre&dy tlje expected salutation vibrated firom the 
hand to the heart, when — pity the damsel, gentle 
reader — Sir Isaac only raised it to make tlie fore- 
finger what he much wanted — a tobacco stopfbr ! 

^^^^ 

HORSE-STEALIIfO. 

Two fellows meeting, one asked the other why 
he looked so bad. '' I have good reason for it," an- 
swered the other; "poor Jack, the greatest crony 
and best friend I had in the world, was hanged but 
two days ago." — "What had he done?" said the 
first. " Alas !" replied the other, " he did no more 
than you or I should have done on the like occasion ; 
he found a bridle on the road, and took it up." — 
**What!" said the other, "hang a man for taking 
up a bridle ! That's hard, indeed."—" To tell the 
truth of the matter," said the other, " there was a 
horse tied to the other end of it." 



THE execution. 



An under-sheriff, having to attend a malefactor to 
execution on a Friday, went to him the Wednesday 
before, to ask the following favor: "My good friend, 
said the sheriff, " you know I have orders to see you 
executed next Friday •, now I have business of the 
utmost importance aX "Lon^at^. otv ^iox. day^ and as 
you must die so teooti^ ot» ^'S*^ ^MStessaRR. ^»sl\s9&k^ 
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no odds ; and I should take it as a pardcular favor - 
if you woijld be hanged on Thursday morning." The 
prisoner replied, " I am very soiTy I cannot oblige 
you in this particular ; for I have some business of 
great importance on Friday morning ; but, Mr. Sher- 
ifffXo show you that I am not an ungrateful man, 
suppose we put off this said execution till Monday 
morning ; if you like that, Mr. Sheriff I'll agree to 
it with all my heart." 

^^^^ 

A STUTTERING WAG. 

A person once knocked at the door of a college 
fellow, to inquu*c the apartments of a particular gen- 
tleman. When the fellow made his appearance, 
"Sir," said the inquirer, "will you be so obliging 
as to direct me to the rooms of Mr. ,"" The fel- 
low had the misfortune to stutter. He began, " S — 

S — S pi — pi — please to go to ^ and then stopped 

short ' At length, collecting all his ' indignation to 
the tip of his tongue, he poured out a fHghtful ex- 

Eression, adding, as he shut the door, " You will find 
im sooner than I can direct you." 

JUSTIFICATION. 

A dog fiying open-mouthed at a sergeant upon 
a march, he ran the sfiear of his halbert into his 
throat and killed him. The owner was quite indig- 
nant that his dog was killed, and asked the sergeant 
why he could not as well have struck at him with 
the blunt end of his halbert. "So I would," said he, 
''if he had run at me with his tail." 

* ADDISON AND STEELE. 

A gentleman, dining with another, praised veiy 
much the meat, and asked who was the butcher. 
*^ His name is Addison."—" Addison I " echoed thft 
guest : "pray is he any relation to tJbft ^orxT"— *'\»' 
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all probability he is, for he is seldom without his 
steel (^ede) oy his side." 

THE KISS. 

The author of the comedy called the £w», sent a 
copy of the piece as soon as published to a young ' 
lady, informing her that he had been wishing for 
many months for the present opportunity of gwing 
her a Mss. 

- ^^^^ 

A parson's dread. 

In a storm at sea, the chaplain asked one of the 
crew, if he thought there was any danger. " O yes," 
replied the sailor ; ^^ if it blows as hwrd as it does 
now, we shall all be in heaven before twelve o'clock 
at night" The chaplain, terrified at the expression, 
cried out, ** The Lord forbid,^ 

GRATITUDE. 

Sir Robert Walpole, during his long administra* 
tion, was always averse to motions (though many 
were made) ageiinst the publishers of parliamentary 
debates, " because," said he, good naturedly, " they 
make better speeches for us than we do for our- 
selves." ^ 

^^^^ 

FALLING OUT. 

A new married gentleman, and lady, riding in a 
chaise, were unfortunately overturned. A ])er8on 
coming to their assistance, observed it was a very 
shocking sight. "Very shocking, indeed," replied 
the gentleman, " to see a new mamed couple fall out 
so soon." 

WHITE- WASHING GENIUS. \ 

A wretched QX\isX was talking pompously about 
decorating the ceVliiii^ oi Ya!& «»\QKycu "I am white- 
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washing it," said he, ^ and in a short time I shall 
begin painting." — " I think you had better," replied 
one of his audience, " paint it Jirst, and thin white- 
wash it." fl*^ ^ 

FALSE PROPHET. 

When lord-chief-justice Holt sent one of the French 
prophets to prison, Mr. Lacy, one of their followers, 
came . to his lordship's house, and desired to speak 
^th him. The servants told him their lord was not 
well, and could see no company that day. " But tell 
him," said Lacy, " I must see him, for I come to him 
from the Lord God !" which being told the chief- 
justice, he ordered him to be called in, and asked 
him his business. " I come," said he, "from the Lordy 
who has sent me to thee, and would have thee grant 
a. ndi prosequi for John Atkins, who is his servant, 
and whom thou hast cast into prison." — ^ Thou art a 
false prophet," {^iswered Holt, ** and a lying knave ; 
if the Lord had sent thee, it would have been to the 
attorney-general, for he knows that it is not in my 
power to grant a noli prosequi,^ 

^^•^ 

IRISH LAW. 

An Irish lawyer had a client of his own country, 
who was a sailor. During his absence at sea, fails 
wife had manied again, and he was resolved to 
prosecute her : coming to advise with this counsellor, 
he was told that he must have witnesses to prove 
that he was alive when his wife married asain. 
** Arrah, by my shoul, but that will be impossible," 
said the other ; " for my shipmates are all gone to 
sea again upon a long voyage, and will not retUm 
this twelvemonth." — ^ Oh ! then," answered the law- 
yer, " there can be nothing done in it : and what 
a pity it is, that such a brave cause should be lost 
now, only because you cannot prove yourself to be 
alive •" 



100 

BETTING A^D PRATING. 

Two gentlemen disputing about religion in a cof^ 
fee house, one of them said, '^I woAdar, sir, you 
should talk of religion, when I'll ^fKB» you five 
guineas you can't say the Lord's Praft^^—" Done," 
said the other. The money being deposited, the 
gentleman began with / believe in God^ and so went 
cleverly throughthe creed. **5^ell," said the other, 
** I own I have lost ; I did not think he eould hai^ 
done it." 

GOOD iiiviim. 

t 

I 

An Englishman and a Welshman disputing in 
whose country was the best living, the Welshman 
said, ^^Thei-e is such nobie housekeeping in Wales, 
that I have known above a dozen cooks employed 
at one wedding dinner." — ^*' Ay," answered the Eng- 
lishman, **t}iat was because every man toasted his' 
own cheese." 

DANGEROUS. SYMPTOMS. 

The deputies of Rochelle, attending to speak with 
Henry the Fourth of France, met with a physician 
who had renounced the Protestant religion, and era- 
braced the popish communion, whom they liegon to 
revile most grievously. The king, hearing of it, told 
the deputies, he advised them to change their religion 
too. " For it is a dangerous symf)tomi" said he, " tliat 
your religion is not long-hved, when a physician has 
given it over." 

PARLIAMENTARY BUSINESS. 

A countryman^ passing along the Strand, saw a 
^ coach overturned, and, asking what the matter was, 
he was told that three or four members of parliament 
were overturned in that coach. " Oh,'' says he, 
" there let th^m be : m'j faxher always advised me not 
to nieddie with stale effaka?^ 
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PARTNERSHIP, 

A countryman, having bought a bam in partner- 
ship with Jnifehbor, neglected to make the least 
use of it, ^H^he other had plentifully stored his 
with com and hay. In a little time, the latter came to 
him, and expostulated with him about laying out his 
money so fruitlessly.. "Pray, neighbor," says he, 
" never trouble your head : you may do what you 
will with- your pait of the bam, but I will set mine 
on fire." 

THE SEVEN BISHOPS. 

When the prince of Orange came over at the time 
of the revolution, five of the seven bishops that were 
sent to the Tower declared for his highness, and the 
two others would not come into measures; upon 
which Mr. Dry den said, that ** the seven golden can- 
dlesticks were sent to be assayed in the Towei', and 
"live of them proved to be prince's metaL" 

^^•^ 

CONSCIENCE. 

Judge Jeffries one day told an old fellow with 
a long beard, that he supposed he had a conscience 
as long as his beard. " Does your lordship," replied 
the old man, " measure consciences by beards ? If 
so, your lordship has none at all." 

CLERICAL WISDOM. 

A nobleman one day asked a bishop why he con- 
ferred orders on so many blockheads. "Oh, my 
lord," said he, "it is better the ground should iJe 
ploughed by asses than lie quite untilled." 

^^^^ 

HORSE AND ASS. 



A justice of the peace seeiaga^^ox^iii^Tk^^ifts&sdc^ 
bone, between London Bnd n»aKv\«ft»^^ "^'V^ofsavst^ 
14*. 
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said he, **you don't follow the example of your great 
Master, who was humbly content to ride upon m\ 
ass J** — "Why, really, sir," replied thejarson. "the 
king has made so many asses jvLsticeMBLan honest 
clergyman can hardly find one to rid^ ^^^ 

USURY.' • 

A village parson, in his sermon one day| vehe- 
mently inveighed against usury, and said, that lend- 
ing money upon interest was as great a sin as wilful 
murder. Soon after this he had occasion to borrow 
twenty pounds himself and, coming to one * of his - 
parishioners with that intent, the other asked bim^ 
" if he would have him guilty of a crime he spoke 
60 much against, and lend out money upon use ?" — 
"No," said the parson, "I would have you lend it 
gratis." — "Ay," replied the other, " but in my opinion^ 
if lending money upon use be as bad as toUftd murder^ 
lending it gratis can be little better than fdo-dt-at^ 

INEXPERIENCE. 

A certain citizen, who had suddenly risen into 
wealth from a very low condition of life, standing 
up in the pit of the opera one evening, with his liat 
on, a lady whispered to another, " We must forgive 
that man ; he has been so litde used to the luxniy 
of a hat, that he does not know when to pull it off." 

THE BETTER JUDGE. 

In an engagement at sea, a sailor hoisted op his 
back one of his comrades, who had been pronounced 
dead by the doctor, to heave him overboard. The 
supposed dead man, \vovje\ex, ^voke, and asked 
where he was \)eafm^ \\\m. ^'^o \^w^ ^Kso^a'a ^ 
locker," said the saiiot. ^1 axxv m\.^«sA,xsi^\B!H&R:j 

repUed the oth to, "^^^^ Tx? ^^^c^^x^xlSS^ 



, 1C3 

dead. How can you know better than the doc- 
tor?" 

ft PHILOSOPHY. 

A German professor had collected a valuable cab- 
inet of curiosities, which he highly prized. One morn- 
ing, a friend came to tell him a veiy unpleasant cir- 
cumstance — that he had seen a man get by a ladder 
into a window of the professor's house. " Into which 
window ?" cried the philosopher. ** I am sorry to 
say," replied his friend, " it was your daughter's." — 
** O, man," said the otlier, " you almost frightened 
me ; I thought it had been into my cabinet." 

^^^^ 

CHANCERY. 

^ young gentleman, who had stolen a ward, be- 
ing in suit for her fortune before a late lord-chancel- 
lor, and the counsel insisting much on the equity of 
decreeing her a fortune ibr their maintenance, bis 
lordship turned briskly upon him with this sentence, 
''That, since the suitor had stolen the^e^J^he should 
get hriad to it how he could." 



garrick's satire. 



Garrick was on a visit at Hagley, when news came 
that a company of players were going to perform at 
Birmingham. Lord Lyttleton said to Garrick, ^ They 
will hear you are in the neighborhood, and will ask 
you to write an address to the Birmingham audi- 
ence." — ** Suppose, then," said Garrick, without the 
least hesitation, ^ I begin tlius — 

Ye sons of iron, copper, brass, and steel. 

Who have not heads to think, nor hearts to feel—" 

«0," cried liis lordship, '^'if yow >D«i\g«v \icMS^^^o«i 
witf him the players off the ste^, wi^ wia.^GQ»>Mso«^ 
down.*'— « My lord^" f»id GamcVL, ** Wt»x "» ^^^ 
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of an address, if it does not come home to the &tm- 
ness and bosoms of the audience ?" 






LORD CLONMEL. 

The late Lord Clonrael, who never thought of de- 
manding more than a shilling for an affidavit, used 
to be well satisfied provided it was a good one. In 
his time, the Birmingham shillings were current, and 
he used the following extraordinary precautions to 
avoid being imposed upon by talving a bad one — " You 
shall true answer make to such questions as shall be 
dem|inded of you touching this affidavit, so help you 
God ! Is this a good shUling ? — Are the contents of 
this affidavit true? Is this your name and hand- 
writing ?" 

ECONOMY. 

Garrick was supping with Foote at a tavern, when 
the latter dropped a guinea, with which he was 
going to pay the waiter, and it rolled out oT sight. 
," Where the deuce," said Foote, "can it be gone • 
to ?" — ^** Gone to the devil, I suppose," cried Garrick. 
" Well, well, David," observed Foote, "you're always 
what I said you were, contriving to make a guinea 
go farther than any other man." 

^^^^ 

A FAMILIAR TALE. 

Bubb Doddington was very lethju*gic. Falling 
asleep one day after dinner with sir Richard Temple 
and Lord Cobham the general, the latter reproached 
Doddington with his drowsiness. Doddington de- 
nied having been asleep ; and to prove he had not, 
oflered to repeat aW Lord Cobham had bfcen saying. 
Cobham- challenged YAm xo (io ^o, T^^ddm^on re- 
peated a story ; and l^otd Co\i\\«rc\ owas^ Xxa \flba, 
been telling it. «We\V' s»id\>Q^^xa^iS"'«sA.-4^\ 
I did not hear a wordoi \X; W\\vi^^\.\ft^^^\sR*- 
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cause I knew that about this time of day you would 
tell that story." 

ADVANTAGES OF GIBBETS. 

Two highwaymen were crossingfiounslow-heath, 
when one of them otMserved a gibbet ** Curse those 
gibbets," said he ; *' if it were not for them, ows would 
be the best trade in the world." — " You are a fool,** 
cried the other ; *^ there's nothing better for us than 
gibbets ; for were it not for them, every person would 
turn highwayman, and we should be rmnedJ* 

^^•^ 

PUNNING FLATTERT. 

One day when Sir Isaac Heard was with George 
m, it was announced that his majesty's horse was 
ready for hunting. ^Sir Isaac," said the king, ''are 
you a judge of horses?" — "In my younger days, 
please your majesty," was the reply, " I was a great 
deal among them." — "What do you think, of this, 
then?" said the king, who was by this time prepar- 
ing to mount his favorite ; and, without waiting for 
an answer, added, " we call him Perfection.^ — ** A 
most appropriate name," replied the courtly herald, 
bowing as his majesty reached the saddle, ^for he 
hears me best of characters.^ 
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DIFFICULT DILEMMA. 

A surgeon in Shropshire was called up in the night 
by a laboring man, to attend his wife, who was in 
childbed ; but having often attended under similar 
circumstances, without obtaining any remuneration, 
he asked the man who was to pay him. The coun- 
tryman answered that he possessed five pounds, 
which, kill or cure, should be his reward. The 
doctor paid every attention to the poor Womaii^ wUci^ 
notwithstanding, died. 3ooi\ tt^ct \\«« ^c^ici^Vvk ""wx 
the widower at Ludlow, uud oVseerj^^ ^>»X ^Tt.^^^ 
an account against bom. Tto roKa «^^^«!»s»^ ^5r»»c^ 
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surprised, and inquired for what On being inform- 
ed, he replied, " I don't think T owe you any thing ; 
did you cure my wife ?" — " No, certainly, it was not 
in the power of medicine to cure her." — ^ Did you 
kill her then ?" said the countryman. ** No, I did 
not," was the replj'. *' Why, then," said the country- 
man, ^ as you did not either kill or cure, you are not 
entitled to the reward." 

FEMALE SPIRIT. 

A young couple about to be married, had pro- 
ceeded as far as the church door, when the gentlen[ian 
stopped his intended bride, and thus addressed her : — 
" My dear Eliza, during our courtship I. have told 
you most of my mind, but I have not told you the 
whole: when we are married, I shall insist upon 
three things." — ^** What are they ?" asked the lady. 
" In the first place," said .the bridegroom, " I shall 
sleep alone, I shall eat alone, and find fault when 
there is no occasion ; can you submit, to these con- 
ditions ?" — " O yes, sir, very easily," was the reply ; 
"for if you sleep alone, I shall not — if you eat alone, 
I shall eat first — and, as to your finding fault without 
occasion, that I think may be prevented, for I will 
take cai-e you shall never want occasion." 

THE GIFT HORSE. 

' A nobleman having presented King Charles H 
with a fine horse, his majesty bid IGlligrew, the 
jester, who was present, tell him what was its age ; 
upon which Killigrew examined the animal's tedl. 
" What are you doing ?" said the king ; " that is not - 
the place to find out his age." — " Oh, sir," said Kil- 
ligrew, " your majesty knows one should never look 
a gift horse in the mouth." 
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ing the sheep from place to place ; that he first went 
to Acton, then to Ealing, " and then, my lord,** said 
he, " I went to Uxbridge, where I found the sheep, 
and then I went to handle 'em, and feel 'em, to judge 
of their identity." — ^ Handle 'em, and Feel 'em !" ex- 
claimed the judge, " pray where are they ? I thought 
I had known the county of Middlesex extremely 
well ; but I confess I never heard of such places as 
Handle-'em and Feel-'em before." 

^^^^ 

EFFECTS OP ROUGE. 

Walpole says, " The beautiful lady CoventiT killed 
herself with painting; she bedaubed herself with 
white so as to stop the perspiration. Lady Wo^ey 
Montagu was more prudent ; she often went into the 
hot-ba3i, to scrape off the paint, which was almost 
as thick as plaster on a wall." 

^^^^ 

CLERICAL SHEEF-SHEARING. 

A reverend divine, being accused of negligence 
in his caUing, and styled " an unfaithful shepherd," 
from scarcely ever visiting his flock, defended him- ' 
self by saying, he was always with them at ^ shearing 
time, 

^^^^ 

THE SmOLE-SFEECH F^RROT. 

There is an Eastern story of a person who taught 
his parrot to repeat only the words, "What doubt 
is there of that ?" He carried it to the market for 
sale, fixing the price at 100 rupees. A mogul asked 
the parrot, "Are ycJti worth 100 rupees ?" The parrot 
answered, "What doubt is there of that?" The 
mogul was delighted, and bought the bird. He soon 
found out that this was all it could say. Ashamed 
BOW of his barsain, he said to bMXfflfi^i,"'\ '^^s^ ^Ss^^ 
to buy. this bird." The partot «xA\«xai<^ ^ xsssm^ 
''IITiat doubt is there o{ theX^"^ 
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IRISH DREABnNG. 



An English officer being quartered in a small town 
in Ireland, he and his lady were regulai'Iy besieged, 
as they got into their caniage, by an old lieggar- 
woman, who kept her post at the door, assailing them 
daily with fresh importunities. Their charity and 
paBence became exhausted ; not so the petitioner's 
perseverance. One morning, our oratrix began — 
*^ Oh, my lady ! success to your ladyship, and suc- 
cess to your lionbr's honor, this moniing, of all the 
days in the year ; for sure did I not dream last night 
that her ladyship gave me a pound of tea, and youi 
honor gave me a pound of tobacco !" — " But, my good 
woman," said the general, "don't you know that 
dreams go by the rule of contrary ?" — ^* Do they so ?** 
rejoined tlie old woman, " then it must Tnaoit, that 
your honor will give me the tea, and her ladytship 
the tobacco." 



A MIRACLE ENHANCED. 



A painter, intending to describe the miracle of 
the fishes listening to the preaching of St. Antho- 
ny of Padua, painted the lobsters stretching out of 
the water redj having probably never seen them 
in their native state. Being questioned on this, and 
asked how he could justify his representing the lob- 
sters as boUedf he extricated himself by observing, 
** that the mirade was the greater, ^^ 



A GOOD CHARACTER. 



Lord Mansfield had discharged a coachman whom 
he suspected of having embezzled his com. A short 
time afterwards, he received a letter from a merchant 
in the city, requesting a character of the dismissed 
servant His loxA^Vp ^ccotdingly \vrote an answer, 
that he was a \«ty «:^»t tkwv^ ^xA «sv excellent 
coachman, hut that \ieh^^vcv^>ftft\«A. OGAnaL^>Basu 
Some time after thas^ ^m%to CiMsa-^^)KAOQA>ss^*^ 
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ship met his oM coachman, wno accosted him, ex- 
pressing^ himself glad to see him in SHch good health, 
and thanked liini for the character he had given 
him, in consequence of which he had got an excel- 
lent place. — "Your lordship," he said, "has heen 
pleased to say I was a sober man, and a good coach- 
man, but that you believed I had cheated you ; my 
master observed, that if I answered the two first 
descriptions, the lust he thought little of, for he did 
not think tiie devil himself could pheat your lord- 
ship," 

DR. JOHNSON'S PUDDING. 

During the doctor's excursion to Scotland, Boswell 
generally preceded him in search of food, and, being 
much pleased with an inn, he went into the larder, 
where he saw a fine leg of mutton, which he ordered 
to be roasted, and gave particular orders for a nice 
pudding. On his arrival the doctor got ofifhis pony, 
and, finding his coat damp, went into the kitchen, 
and threw it on a choir before the fire ; he sat on 
a hob, near a little boy who was busy, attending to 
the meat Johnson did npt like the appearance of 
his head, and, upon the boy's scraitching, thought he 
saw something fall upon the mutton. The dinner 
being ready, the doctor fell eagerly to work on the 
pud(iing,.and lefl the meat for Boswell. The table 
being cleare<l, Boswell said, "Doctor, while I was 
eating the mutton, you seemed frequently inclined 
to lauffh ; pray te^ me what tickled your fancy .** 
The doctor then told him all that passed at the 
kitchen fire. Boswell turned pale and sick, and said 
to the boy, " You little filthy hound, when you basted 
the meat, why did you not put on the cap I saw you 
in this morning ?" " I could'nt, sir," replied the boy, 
'^for mammy took it to boil the pudding in." The 
doctor gathered up His Herculean frame, with his 
mouth wide open, and stomach heaving : at last he 
recovered his breath, and roared out^ witht&v^VaKi^ 
of a Stentor— "Mr. BosweW, ^t,\«w^ qS ^3Kxx^\^B5|^ 
aad, under pain of my etemoi da8c\ettB»xtei^xv«^^ ^^^^^"^ 
15 
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a single syllable of this abominable adventure to any 
soul Uving while you breathe." 

RIGID ECONOMT. • 

The steward of the duke of Guise, representing to 
him the necessity there was of more economy in his 
household, gave him a list of many persons whose 
attendance was superfluous. The duke, after read- 
ing it, said — *^ It is very true that I can do without 
all these people, but have you asked them if tbey 
can do without me ?" 

^^^^ 

INCOME TAX. 

Home Tooke is said to have given in his return 
under the property-tax, as having an income of only 
sixty pounds a year. Being,. in consequence, sum- 
moned before the commissioners, who found fault 
with his return, and desired him to explain how he 
could live in the style he did, with so small ^ in- 
come, he replied, ^^that he had mtecA mort rtasfm 
to be dissatisfied with the smallness of his income 
than tliey had ; that, as to their inquiry, there were 
three ways in which people contrived to live above 
their income, namely, by hegp,ng, borrowing, and 
stealing, and he left it to their sagacity which of 
these inetliods he employed." 

DIGNITY OF AN ELECTOR. 

The title of elector is useful beyond its foreign 
meaning. An Englishman, travelling through Ger- 
many, having presented himself at the gate of a 
German city, was desired, in the usual manner, to 
describe himself. "I am," said he, "an elector of 
Middlesex." The Germans, who hold the dignity 
of elector as next in rank to that of king, and know 
little or nolWvug of t\\^ ¥!»w^Ush titles and rank, im- 
mediately opened xW\x ^«Xfc^ «cv^ ^<^ ^i^asd turned 
out, and did laim mi^Xai^ Voxvox&X 
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CONVIVIALITY. 



Charles Bannister was one evening presiding at a 
convivial party, when a friend said to him, "You 
will ruin your constitution by sitting up at night in 
this manner." — "Oh," replied Bannister, "you do 
not know the nature of my constitution ; I sit up at 
night to watch it, and keep it in repair, while you 
are asleep." 



DEATH BT ORDER. 



When Alderman Gill died, his wife ordered the 
undertaker to inform the court of aldennen of the 
event ; when he wrote to this effect : — ^*' I am desired 
to inform the court of aldermen, Mr. Alderman Gill 
died last night by order of Mrs. Gill," 

VANITY. 

Lady Townshend told Horace Walpole that she 
should go to see the coronation of George III., as 
she had never seen one. " Why," said Walpole, 
"you walked at tlie last" <* Yes, child," said she, 
" but I saw nothing of it ; I only looked to see who 
looked at me." 

•••• 

WARBURTON AND QUIN. 

Bishop Warburton was once haranguing at Bath 
in behalf of pr€ih)gative, when Quin said, "Pray, my 
lord, spare me; you are not acquainted with my 
principles — T am a republican ; and ])erhaps I even 
think that the execution of Charles I. mi^t be justi- 
fied." — ^"Ay," said Warburton, "by what law?" 
Quin replied, ^ by all the laws he had Ujl them^ The 
bishop told Quin to remember that all the regicides 
eame to violent ends. " I wovld not advise yowr 
lordskh,^ said Quin, " to make use of that inference ; 
for, if lam not mistgken^ the same loaa t^ com. Mtnai>\ 
ike twelve aposttes/* 
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PRIESTCRAPT OUTWITTED. 



An Italian noble being at church one day, and 
finding a priest who begged for the souls in purga- 
tory, gave hini a piece of gold. "Ah! my lord," 
said the good father, "you have now delivered a 
soul." The count threw upon the plate another piece, 
"HereHs another soul delivered!," said the priest. 
"Are you positive of it P' replied the count "Yes, 
my lord," replied the priest ; " I am certain they are 
now in heaven." — ^" Then," said the count, " I'll take 
back my money, for it signifies nothing to you now ; 
seeing the souls are already got to heaven, there can 
be no danger of their returning to purgatory." 



'^^^^ 



NICE DISTINCTION. 



" It is very hard, my lord," said a convicted felon 
at the bar of Judge Burnet, "to hang a poor fel- 
low for stealing a horse." — " You are not to be hang- 
ed, sir," answered the judge, "for stealing a horse, 
but you are to be hanged that horses may not be 
stolen." 



MUTUAL MISTAKE. 



An Irish pig-merchant, who had more money in 
bis pocket than his ragged appearance denoted, once 
took an inside passage in a Liverpool stage-coach. 
vAn exquisite of the first order, who was a fellow- 
passenger, was evidently annoyed by the presence 
of Pat ; and having missed his handkerchief^ tasked 
him with having picked his pocket, threatening to 
have him taken before a magistrate at the next stage. 
Before they arrived there, however, the exquisite 
found his handkerchief, which he had deposited in 
his hat. He made a very awkward kind of an a[)ol- 
ogy upon the occasion ; but Pat stopped him short 
with this remark, " Make yourself easy, my hone^ ; 
there'8 no occasiow fei «ktt>j Vio\5a«t \)!sMut the matter. 
You took mp for a \5QMii\ wi^ \ ^n^^ 1^>5^ ^ ^ 
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gentleman ; and we are both mistaken ; that's all, 
honey.'* 

^^^^ 

VIOLATION OF THE SABBATH. 

In the time of Marlow, the celebrated patriot, fa- 
naticism ran so high, that an order was iswed by 
the privy counsel that no beer should be brewed 
on a Saturday. Tliis ven?^ singular order being the 
subject of conversation, King James ^he Second adt- 
ed Marlow, during the period he was composing his 
celebrated "Jew of Malta," what his opinion was 
of the subject. " May it please your majesty," re- 
plied Marlow, " you may depend upon it, the reason 
why they will not suffer any beer to be brewed upon 
a Satun&y, is, for fear it should u^orA: on a Sunday. 

^^^^ 

A YOUNG WIFE WELL MATCHED. 

A gentleman of Hampshire had, by his will, in the 
year 1736, ordered, that, after his decease, his body 
should be thrown into the sea beyond the Needles, 
which was accordingly complied with. On makinff 
inquiry into his motives for this singular dispossd 
of his remains, it was discovered that he made it 
for the pur[X)6e of disappointing a young wife, who 
had frequently assured him, by way of consolation, 
that she would dance upon his grave. 



DANGER OF SCEPTICISM. 

Mallet, the poet, was so fond of being thought a 
sceptic, that he indulged this weakness on all occa- 
sions. His wife, it is said, was a complete convert 
to his doctrines, and even the servants stared at their 
masterfs bold arguments, without being poisoned by 
their influence. One fellow, however, was deter- 
mined to practise what Mallet was so solicitous to ^ 
)irope^j;ate, and robbed his master's house* Be.\s\x 
puiBuedy and brought to justice, 'Nloi^eX «i(Xfo\A^e^^i2^ 
15* 
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taxed him severely with ingratitude and diishonesty. 
** Sir," said the fellow, ",I have often heard you talk 
of the impossibility of a future state; that, after death, 
there was neither reward for virtue, nor punishment 
for vice, and this tempted me to commit Hie rob- 
bery." — ^^ Well ; but, you rascal," replied Mallet, 
"had MDU no fear of the gallows ?" — "Master,^ said 
the ciimrit, looking sternly at him, "what is it to 
you, if I had a mind to venture that ? You had re- 
moved my greatest terror; why should I fear the 
loss ?" 

^^^^ 

BURNS. 

Than Bums perhaps no man more severely in- 
flicted the castigation of reproof. The following 
anecdote will illustrate this fact The conversation 
one night at the King's Arms Inn, Dumfries, turning 
on the death of a townsman, whose funei-al was to 
take place on the following day, " By the bye," said 
one of the company, addressing himself to Burns, 
" I wish you would lend me your black coat for the 
occasion, my own being rather out of repair." — 
"Having myself to attend the same funeral," answer- 
ed Bums, " I am sorry that I cannot lend you my 
sables ; but I can recommend a most excellent sub- 
stitute ; throw your character over your shotdders — that 
will be the blackest coat you ever wore in your life- 
time !" 

KINGS AND CALIPHS. 

Don Sancho, second son of Alphonso, king of 
Castile, being at Rome, was proclaimed king of Egypt 
by the pope. The air was instantly rent with ap- 
plause, and Sancho, not knowing the language, asked 
what it meant of his interpreter. " Sire," said he, 
" thepope has created you king of Egypt.**—" Has 
he so ?" repWed Don Sancho,. " well, I do not like to 
be ungrateful*, t\a& oixid v^^^s^^^^Vi^ holy &ther G^ 
UphofBagdad:' 



175 

SAGACITY OF A MAD DOG. 

A member of the French Jacx)bin club said to his 
colleagues, " I have been very lucky this morbing ; 
a mad dog passed between my legs without biting 
me." — " That is not surprising," replied a member ; 
** it was biecause he knew who you were." 

THE ONLY SON. 

During the French revolution, every one was call- 
ed brotJier. A Jacobin, entering a coffee room, and 
seeing a maa reading the paper, said, " Brother, when 
you have done with that, I'll thank you for it." No 
reply. He repeated, " Ei*other, when you have read 
the papef; I'll thank you for it." Still no reply. In- 
dignant at the circumstance, he went and slapped 
the party on the shoulder, repeating his demand a 
third time. **I beg your pardon," said the young 
man ; ** I did not think you were speaking to me, fbr 

I am an only son," 

^^^^ 

THE DOUBLE TRANSLATION. 

A Welsh curate preached sermons in English far 
beyond what was expected of him. One of his 
friends, finding nothing analogous to them in his oth- 
er writings, told him he thought he must be inspired 
when he composed his sermons. "Ah, my tear friend! 
that is a secret which I will tell you. I have got, 
you do know, the cood and creat Archbishop Tillot- 
son's works, and I do take one of his sermons, and 
I do translate it into Welsh, and tlien I do translate 
back again into English ; after which the tevil him- 
self would not know it again for his own." 

^^^^ 

EARLY PROFLIGACY. 

Sir Bovle Roche, the blunderer, rose one day in 
the Irish house of commons, and said, with a mors 
serious and gravei air than u&u^^^Y.%\niStec^'^lA 
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profligacy of the times is such, Mr. Speaker, that Kt- 
tie children, who caii neither walk nor talk, may be 
seen runnkig ahout the streets cursing theur Maker.** 

^^^^ 

THE law's DELAT. 

The Bon-in-law of a chancery barrister, having 
succeeded to the lucrative practice of the latter, came, 
one morning, in breathless ecstasy, to inform him that 
he had succeeded in hringing nearly to its terminatioii 
a cause which had heen pending in the court of 
scruples for several years. Instead of obtaining the • 
expected congratulations of tlie retired veteran of 
tlie la^, his intelligence was received with indigna- 
tion. "It was by this suit," exclaimed he, "that 
my father was enabled to provide for me, and to 
portion your wife,- and with the exercise of common 
prudence, it would have furnished you with the 
means of providing handsomely for your childrea 
and grandchildren." 

« 

THE undertaker's BILL. 

An undeitaker waited on a gentleman- with the 
bill for the burial of his wife, anibunting to 67/. 
" That's a vast sum," said tlie widower, " for laying 
a silent female horizontally ; you must have jaade 
some mistake." — " Not in the least," answered the 
coffin-monger — " handsome hearse — ^three coaches 
and six — -well-dressed mutes — handsome pall — no- 
body, your honor, could do it for less." The gen- 
tleman rejoined : " It is a large sum, but, as I am 
satisfied the poor woman would have given twice as 
much to bury me, I must not be behind her in an 
act of kindness ; there is a check for the amount." 

^^^^ 

CHOICE OF A FAULT. 

Dean Swift., WVixv^ «. ^wMet qC mutton too much 
done brought u^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^mw^x^^^x^ W ^^<sook, 



177 

and told her to take the mutton down and do it less. 
•* Please your honor, I cannot do it less." " But," 
said the dean, '* if it had not been done enough, you 
could have done it more, could you not?" **Oh, 
yes ! very easily ." " Why, then," said the dean, " for 
tlie future, when you commit a fault, let it be such 
a one as can be amended." ^ 

RELATIONSHIP. 

A ludicrous mistake happened some time ago at a 
funeral in Mary-le-bone. The clergyman had gone 
on with the service, until he came to that |>art which 
says, " Our deceased brother or sister^^ without know« 
ing whether the deceased was male or female. He 
turned to one of the mourners, and asked whether it 
was a brother or sister. The man very innocently 
replied, *^No relation at aU, sir, only an acquaimt' 



ance,^ 



PASSION. 

The footman of a gentleman possessed of a most 
irritable temper, desired to be dismissed. " Why do 
you leave me?" said the master. ^Because, to 
speak the truth, I cannot bear your temper." ''To 
be sure, I am passionate, but my passion is n6 
sooner on than it is off." ** Yes," replied the servanti 
^ but then it is no sooner off than it is on." 

PREACHINO AND BBJBWINO. 

A country vicar, giving his text out of Hebrews, 
pronounced it. He hreios, 10 and 12 (meaning the 
chapter and verse). An old toper, who sat half 
asleep tender the pulpit, thinking he talked of brew- 
ing so many bushels to the hogshead, said^ ^ By thA 
Lord, and no such bad liquor ueVtlbstr 
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THE LAST FOIXT. 



A volatile young lord, whose conquests m the fe- 
male world were numberless, at last married. ** Now, 
my lord,"^ said the countess, " I hope you'll mend." 
"Madam," says he, "you may depend on it, this is 
my last folly." 



ADVICE TO AN AUTHOR. 



A learned doctor having printed two heavy yol- 
umes of Natural History, a friend i-emarked to him, 
that his publication was, in several particulars, ex- 
tremely erroneous ; and when the other defended 
his volumes, replied, " Pray, doctor, are you not a 
justice of the peace ?" "I am, sir," was the reply. 
" Why, then, sir," added his critic, " I advise you to 
send your work to the same place you send your va- 
grants to ; that is, to the house of correction. 



CHARLES II. 



The duke of Buckingham vtras one day entertain- 
ing Charles II., when the king said, " Buckingham, 
I think you are the greatest rogue in all my domin- 
ions;" upon which Buckingham immediately re- 
plied, "Of a subject, I believe I am." 



HUfilAN FRAILTY. 



It was once observed to Lord Chesterfield, in the 
course of conversation, that man is the only creature 
that is endowed with the power of laughter. " True," 
said the earl ; " and you may add, perhaps, he is the 
only creature that deserves to be laughed aJt^^ 



NOBLE BOXING. 



The late Lord Peterborough, having been grossly 
insulted by a caraum, de^^^mv^Vj %\xv^^d, and gave 
the fellow such a divx\iVvR%^\Jft»x\v^ ^NiS.\ ^^xa;^ 
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move a limb. A man, seeing the transaction, came 
lip at the conclusion of the anray, and asked the man 
if he ^new the person with whom he had been box- 
ing was a lord. " A lord !" says the fellow, " a lord ! 
— Ihey may call him what they please, and he may 
be what he will ; but I am sure, from tl|e weight of 
that leaden fist of his, that his father must have been 

LIVING TOO LONG. 

A person who had just two thousand a year,lieing 
unwilling to leave any thin^ to his heirs, resolved to 
spend, not only the annual income, but also the prin- 
cipal. He accordingly made a calculation, that lie 
could not possibly live longer than fourscr>rc years ; 
but, happening to survive all, he found himself re- 
duced to beggary during the last half-dozen years of 
his life ; and actually begged charity, from door to 
door, whining out, " Pray, give sometliing to a jKHir 
man, who has lived longer than he expected." 

FISH AND FLESH. 

Cardinal Wolsey, being one (lav in cotri^mny with 
his courtiers, tlie conversation fell on the lUMtitution 
of Lent, when the cardinal said tlie reasrin It UXik 
place was, diat the apostles were fishermen, and it 
promoted the fish trade. One of tlie courtiem an- 
swered, "Well, cardinal, when you are ikj|k;, yon 
will certainly strike it out of the calendar, Tor you re- 
member your father was a butcher.'' 

'^^^^ 

MODERN caiTICIflM. 

When Churchill's Prophecy of l'*nrnirifi irimlw ItM 




him the sale was extensive since tlie rf»vi<i wi'ht d iiiMl 
it "Ay," says the poet, *'^u»JL \!k tv\VN\\\\\^ Wv^ 
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Scripture— •< Out of the mouths of babes and sucklingB 
I have ordained strength.' " 



CUTTING MISTAKE. 

A Frenchman, on landing at Dover, went into a 
barber's shop to be shaved. The poor man's cheeks 
were s(\much coUapsed, that the barber was under 
the necessity of thrusting his fingers into his custo- 
mer's mouth to assist the operation. ** O, raon Dieu, 
mou Dieu !" exclajfned the Frenchman, whilst the bar- 
ber was dashing away, "me be cut." "Confound 
your thin lantern jaws," replied Strop, "I hare cut 
my fingers cursedly through your cheek/', 

^^^^ 

FAMILY WIT. 

The celebrated Lady Wallace, when a very young 
girl, was romping near a miU-dam^ and had oflen 
very incautiously approached the brink of the water, 
when her mother called to her — ^ For God's sake, 
^1, be more cautious, or you will most certunly 
tumble into the water and be drowned." — ^ 111 be 
dammed if I do, mamma," replied the young punster. 
^Oh! child," remarked her mother, "that wit of 
yours will one day prove your ruin." — ^** I'm sure, 
then, it won't be mof^-mf,'' retorted the minx. 

^^^^ 

THE ROTAIi SHIPWRIGHT. 

King Charles II. was reputed to be a great con- 
noisseur in naval architecture. Being once at Chat- 
ham, to view a ship, just finished, on the stocks, he 
asked Killegrew, " if he did not think he diould 
make an excellent ^ipwright." Killegrew instantly 
jeplied) ^he aVw^^ftXl^oxx^Vit his majesty would hava 
done bettier aX «X£)f tx«A& voanXfi^ ^^rc^T 
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XPieRAM. 

A fire broakiDg out 'tother nig^t at an inn, ^ 
. Where honest Pat Doherty took up his dwelling, 
The piBople were roused ; but, in sfnte of their din, 

Pat snored, though the watchman kept knocking 
and yelling ; — 
When Pat, who at length thro' the window did peep, 

Said, ^Bother your soul for a stupid old cooger; 
''How dare you to wake one before one's asleep? 

*^ Arrah, 1^ the house bum, sure I'm only a lodger." 

^^^^ 

OF CURSING CUCKOLDS. 

A lord that talked of late, with idle scorn. 
Of some that wore invisibly the homy 
Said, ''He could wish, and did^or his own part, 
All cuckolds in the Thames with all his heart ;" 
When, lo! a pleasant knight replied to him, 
" I hope your lordship, then, has learned to swim.'* 

^^^^ 

" SEEMS ! NAT, IS." 

Amasia hates a prude, and scorns restraint ; 
Whate'er she is, she'll not appear a saint ; 
Her soul, superior, flies formality. 
To say her air, her conduct is so ftee^ 
Some might suspect the njrmph not over-ffood— 
Nor would they be mistaken if they shoiud. 

^^^^ 

A. THIEF. 

As Sinntesct, one day, in the mansion of prayer. 
Was declaiming a sermon he'd stolen fiom Blair, 
A large mastifrdc^ began baiking aloud ; 
"Turn him out,''^ cned the doctor, enraged, to 

the crowd. 
" And why ?" answered one ; " in my humble belief 
He's an es^cellent dog, for he barks at a thief." 

^^^^ 

MARRIAgg. 

That manied soub In heaven are blessed, 
And none beride, these woiks dMlaac^— - 
16 
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Cries Will, "'Tis scarcely to be guessed 
What mighty merit sends them there." 

Instant the wedded crowd replied— 

" We purchase heaven, and buy it dear , 

For sure it cannot be denied. 
We live in purgatory here." 

LOSS AIO) NO LOSS. . .- 

"IVe heard your loss; your wife is dead,** 
Consoling Tom to Richard said. . 
" My wife is dead," cries Dick, " I own ; 
But for the loss, I know of none." 

^^^^ 

^N COLEMAN. 

If heaven be pleased when sinners cease to sin. 
If hell be pleased when souls are damned therein^ 
If earth be pleased when it's rid of a knave, 
Then all are pleased, for Coleman's in the giare 

GAMBLING. \ 

A ruined gamester once foul play had shown, 
And, from a second-story window thrown, 
Asked Will's advice. — " The case," said Will, * is plidn; 
Observe this rule — ^ne'er play so hi^ again !" 

TO A DANDY. 

They say, my friend, that you admiro 
Yourself, with all a lover's fire. 
Men who possess what they desire, 

Like y©u, are happy fellows. 
But you can boast one pleasure more. 
While blessed with all that you adore. 

That no one can be jealous. 

• 

ON A POLITIC CIT. 
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And on each faeedlew mflsenger to try 
The amorous effbrtB or her o^ne ere ; 
By this thou'lt get do custom, silhr el^ 
For thy poor spouse will get it all berBel£ 

THE MASqUE&ADE. 

''To this night's masquerade,** quoth 

*^ By pleasure I am beckoned. 
And thitik 'twouki be a pleasant trick 

To go as Charles the Second." 
Tom felt for reimrlee a thirst, 

And thus to Richard said : 
"•You'd better go as Charles the first, 

^or that requires no hegf." 

ON A MISER. 

^ They call thee rich — ^I deem' thee poor, 
Since, if thou dar'st not use thy store, 
But sav'st it only for thine heirs, 
The treasure is not thine, but theirs. 

^^^^ 

THE WELL-JUDGED HUdBAND. 

Dick's wife was sick, and past the doctors' skill, 
Who differed how to cure the inveterate ill. 
Purging the one prescribed : " No," quoth the other, 
** That will do neither good nor harm, dear brother ; 
Bleeding's the only thing :" 'twas quick replied, 
** That's pertain death. But since we differ wide, 
'Tis fit the husband choose by whom to abide." 
" I've no great skill," cried Richard, " by the rood ; 
But I think bleeding*8 like to do most good." 

ON STEALING THE BODT OF A GIRL/FOR DISSECTION. 

For shame, for shame, Oxonians all ! 

Ne'er let it thus be said, 
•Though wont to steal the girls aUve^ 
You steal them too when deAdL. 
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Ingfttiftte nature thus directs^ 
Nor is it strange, we own, 

That ye, wiio love to taste the flesh. 
Should like to jttck the bone. 



THE KSJOf SPORTSMAN. 

<*£bik forward," cries the squire ; his hounda 
Dash o'er his neig^Bor Crabtree's grounds^ 

Who called aloud, (althou^ too late,) 
" I wic^ your honor would but do 
To other folks as you're done by : 

Let them not run through my estate." 
** My friend," replies the laughing squire, 
^ Fm doing just what you desire ; 
To all the count^ 'tis well known, 
I don't mind running through my own."' 



VARIETT. 

TU live no more angle, but get me a wife, 

For change," says poor Dick, ''is the comfort of life." 

A wife then he got, and no mortal could be, 

A few weeks after marriage, more happy than he. 

But when children, and squalling, began to increase, 

And a loud-scolding partner molested his peace, 

^ I wish in my heart, I was quit of my wife. 

For change," says poor Dick, "is the'comfort of life." 

^^^^ 

woman's will. 

Kind Katharine kissed her husband, with these word& 
" Mine own sweet Will, how dearly do I love thee !" 

"If true," quoth Will, "the world no such afR>rdB." 
^d diat 'tis true I durst his warrant be. 

For ne'er beard I of woman good or ill. 
But always loved best her own sweet wilL 

^^^^ 

BAB 18 THE BEST. 

« My wUtfa «o ^ety V»^ cnafti^'^ 
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She keeps her bed." " Mine's worse,'* said Phil ; 
**.The jade has just now sold it I" 



CONSOLATION. 

Tom to a shrew lives linked in wedlock's fetter ; 

Yet let not Tom his stars too sorely curse ; 
As there's no hope his wife will e'er be better, 

So there's no fear she ever will be worse 

^^^■^ 

DIOGENES TO ARISTIPPUS. 

Cloyed with ragouts, you scorn my simple food* 
And think good eating is man's only good : 
I ask no more than temperance can give ; 
You live to eat, I only eat to live. 

THE CONTRITE WIFE. 

When Philtis confessed her, the father was ras/i. 

And so, without further reflection. 
Her delicate skin he condemned to the lash, 

While himself would bestow the correction. 
Her husband, who heard this, opposed it by urging, 

That he, in regard to her weakness. 
And to save her soft back, would himself bear the 
scourging. 

With humble submission and meekness. 
She piously cried, when the priest gave accord. 

To show what devotion was in her, 
^He's able and lusty ; pray cheat not the Lord, 

For alas I I'm a very great sinner." 

THE NIGGARi)LT BEAU. > 

* Curio's rich sideboard seldom sees the light, 
Clean is his kitchen, and his spits are bright ; 
Hi^ knives and spoons are ranged in even rows ; 
N<r hands molest, or fingers disconvooee*. 
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A cuiioiis jack, hung up to please die tfe. 
For ever sull, whoee flyen nerer^ ; 
HiB plates unisullied, shiuinff on the shelf; 
For Curio dresses nothing But himselil 

^^^^ 

eRSAT OBISF. 

A judge did once his tipstaff call, 

And say, *^ Sir, I desire 
You ffo forthwith and seardi the haD, 

And send me in the cryer/' 
** And search, my lord, in vain I may,'' 

The tipstaff gravely said : 
•The cryer cannot ciy to-day, 

Beeame his ufife is aeadJ* ■ 

^^^^ 

THICK ANKLES. 

*^ Harry, .1 cannot think," say» Dick^ 
What inakes my ankles grow so thick." 
"You do not recollect," says Harry, 
"How great a calf they have to carry." 



THE PRETTY VIXEN. 



With angel fiice, and fituldess form. 
How strange that you're not to my liking ; 

Yet, when 3rou cuff your spouse and storm, 
I own your beauty— im)u% striking! 



^^^^ 



▲ GOOn LIKENESS. 



The gay Flirtilla showed her mimic bust. 
And asked blunt Senso if 'twere fashioned just; 
** Ma'am,^^ he rep^ed, " in this 'tis much like yoo 
The face is pamxeA, wv^^^ixXi^^'^ xv^." 
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THE MODERN JEHU. 

Thy nags, the leanest things alive, 
So very hard thou lof st to drive, 
I heard thy anxious coachnoian say 
It costs thee more for whips than hay, . 

^^^^ 

A WEEK AFTER MARRIAOE. 

Off in a chaise flew Ned and bride ; 
(The knot as hastily was tied ;) 
Far from the buey town they seek 
A calm retreat, and staid a votdu 
When with such speed as took them dowii| 
The pair arrive again in town. 
His niends appear, and wish him joy ; 
<* Ah T cries the now experienced boy, 
^^^ In vain vou strive to soften fkte ; 
Your wisnes are a week too late." 

^(^^^ 

ON SEEINO ONE BACON IN THE PILLOBT* 

1^^ SO relentless do you pelt 

With all the fiirce jqm can, 
As if your heart no pity felt 

For the unhappv man. 
Tlie ihrwDtT smfled— ^^Why, rir," aaid be, 

^ The judge has felt a zek. 
And thin^ mat BoMa best would be 

If well with eg^ 'twas dressedJ* 



ALL WEATHERS. 



In England, if two are conversing together, 
The subject begins with the state of the weather ; 
And ever the same, both with young and with old, 
^Tis either too hot, or either too cold ; 
*1% either too wet, or either too dry ; 
The i^asB is too low, or else 'tis too high ; 
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But if all had their \n8heB once jumbled together, 
The devil himself could not live in such Vfeaxher, % 

THE NEWCASTLE SQUIRE. 

At tea with some ladies, a Newcastle squire 

Rose to hand round the toast, which stood long at 

the fire— 
The touch burnt his fingers ; he stamued and he swore. 
And, quitting his hold, <ux)pped the wnole on the floor ! 
The ladies all laughed — but young Turf cried elate, 
^ Well — ^the HEAT I have gained, though, it seems, 

lost the PLATE." 

^^^^ 
AN IMPORTANT INQUIRY. 

"Come, come," said Tom's father, " at your time of life* 
There's no longer excuse for thus playing the rake ; 

It is time yqu should think, "boy, of taking a wife." 
"Why so it is, father — ^whose vnfe shsB I take ?" 



EPIGRAM. *,; 

When asked a kiss, young Nancy cries — ^IwonH f* 
And, blushing, murmurs, " Pray-^e quiet — donH ; 
More closely pressed, and tasting love's sweet diet. 
She, struggling, softly sighs— "Pray, donH be quiet J* 

^^^^ 

THE TRANSFER. 

Whence comes it that in Clara's face, 

The lily only has a place ? 

It is because the absent rose 

Is gone to point her husband's nose. 

^^^^ 

LOVE. 

" Tell me," cries Sue, " why love is drawn a bo^ V* 
" Because, my dear, Wft mxvo^^ivx. «wi coy !" 
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" Biit why wkh unn^a f" — *^ Because he's aiiy— gay- 
Here with a thought, and, d^hted, flies away r* ^ 
" Oh, then," cries Sue, *^I guess why pictured hUndt 
'Cause, in the dark, love namraUy is kmd. 



THE HYPOCRITE. 



The law and the gospels you always have by you, 
But for truth and good-nature, tbey seldom come 

V nigh you ; 
In short, thou vile creature, the matter of &ct is, 
You daily are learning what nevef you practise. 



FROXIES. 

** By proxy I pray, and by proxy I vote,*! 
A graceless peer said to a churchman of note ; 
Who Answered, ** My lord, then I venture to sayi 
Youll to heaven ascend in a dmilar way.** 

jM AN AFT COMFABISOir. 

The snake, tradition's tale avers, 
Casts once a year his speckled skin ; 

Yet no improvement change infers — 
Tis still the selfsame sniake within. 

Too like die supple courtier's trim. 
Who turns and twists, occasion's slave ; 

'TIS change of sides, not change of him! 
^ New knavery — ^but the same old knave ! 

THE FLAeUSS. 

When Pharaoh's ons provoked the Almigh^'fl hand 
To pour his wrath upon the guilty land, 
A tenfold plague the great Avenger shed ; 
The king offended, and the nation bled. 
Had'st thou, unaided, Feria, but been sent^ 
Phial etoet, for Pharaoh's punishment^ « 
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lliroiijg^ what a yarious course the wretch had run I 
He more than heaven's ten plagues- had felt in one. 

If. p. AlfSREWS AND SUETT. 

Said Miles Peter Andrews to Suett one day, 

"My muse has conceived !" ** Ay, of what P* ** Of a 

play ; 
She's already far gone. I may tell you, in fact, 
She's in her ninth month ; I've begun the fifth acL" 
^ Her offspring (said S.) you're beforehand in owning ; 
But I shall be sure to oe by at the grocardngJ ' 

^^^^ 

GOOD WIVES. 

Good wives to snails should be akin, 
Alway their houses keep within ; 
But not to carry (fashion's hacks!) 
All they are worth upon their backs. 
Good wives, like echoes, still should do ; 
Speak but when they are spoken to ; 
But not like echoes, most absurd, IML. 
To have forever the last word. '^^ 

Good wives, like city clocks, should chime^ 
Be regular, and keep in time ; 
But not, like city clocks, aloud 
Be heaid by all the vulgar crowd. 

MARRIAGE IN AGE. 

He who in age betrothes a youthful bride, 
May like the fool with justice be decreed. 

Who buys a splendid library through pride, 
To lend his books for wiser heads to read. 

^^^^ 

TO A LUSTY LAnT. 

^All flesh is grass." Bo doth the scripture say, 
And grass, when cut «eA ^TwA^'w^\>a2rcL\a Vmk^ • 
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Then, lo ! to thee when Death his scythe shall tak^ 
L<»:d bless us ! what a hay -stack thou wilt make ! 

WIT AT ▲ PINCH. 

A country gu-1 one morning went 

To market with a pig ; 
The little curl-tail, not content. 

Squealed out a merry jig. 
A gentleman, who, passing by. 

Laughed much, and jeering spokei 
** I wonder, miss, yoiu: child will cry. 

When wrapped up in your cloak." 
**Why, sir," quite pert, the rirl replies, 

" So bad a breeding had ne. 
That ever and anon he cries, 
^ Whene'er he sees liis daddyP 

^^^^ 

paddt's purchase. 

It cha^B on a time, that an Irish dear honey, 
Who'cNRely received a small sum of money. 
Took it into his head to dispose of his riches. 
In what he much wanted — a good pair of breeches. 
On a piece of prime stiiff^ his eye ovei^-castin^, 
And asking the name, he was told, ^ Everlastmg ;" 
** If it be everlasting .'" quoth Pat with a stare, 
" Then, Erin go brach ! faith, I'll purchase tivo pdr." 

^^^^ 

IRISH WIT. 

A Pat, an oid joker, and Yankee more sly. 

Once riding together, a gallows passed by ; 

Said the Yankee to Pat, *^ If I don't make too free, 

Give the gallows its due, and pray where would 

you be?" 
<* Why, honey," says Pat, ^ &]th, that's easily known ; 
I'd be riding to town by myself all alone." 
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FAIR PLir. 

Two neffroe8,^(each a cuxmlng dog,) 

(hie <mill and rainy day. 
Clubbed for a cheering glass of grog. 

To keep the cold away. 

The landlord made it pretty stif^ 

And gave the glass to one ; 
And then politely asked him, if 

He foun^ it overdone. 

. '<0 no ! good massa! yon be wrong ; 
(The landlord frowned at them ;) » 
''This grog be, massa, much too trong; 
It m&e me cry, hem ! hem ! 

** Put in more water, massa Dick." 
"No, no; mind what you do," 

Said t'other negro ; " not so quick ; 
" First let «ic ciy * hem' too." 

EPITAPH ON A POET, WRITTEN BT HIMSEUT. 

Alive, a pittance had preserved my hn 
I It was not granted, and^I starved to di 

But, dead, behold a cosdy tomb 

Rich men proclaim a matchless 

Me and my &te the Bible well has sho'v^ ; 

I asked fyr bread, and I received — a sUme^ 

^^^^ 

DOMESTIC ECONOMY. 

Spare not, nor spend, too much ; be this thy care ; 
Spare not to spend, and only spend to spare ; 
Who spends too much, may want, and so complain ; 
But he spends best, who spares to spend agam. 




THE PHTSICIANd— A FRAOMENT. 

Excess began, and sloth sustains the trade; 

?y chase our long-lived ftthers earned their fix>d ; 
oil ttnini^ their nerves, and purified theur Mood; 



•It* 
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But we, their sons, a pampered race of men, 
Are dwindled down to threescore years and ten : 
Better to hunt in fftlds for health unbought, 
Than i^e the doctors for a nauseous draught. - 
The wise, for cure, on exercise depend; 
God never made his work for man to mend. 

The physic of the ancients was chiefly temperance 
and exercise — which are, in truth, the physic oi reason 
zndivvrtut. 

^^^^ 

INSCRIPTION. 

A short time once, in a church-yard in Hertford- 
shire, were written on a grave rail the following 
lines : — 

'* Remember me as you pass by ; 
As you are now, so once was I ; 
As I am now, so you must be ; ^ 

Therefore prepare to follow me." 

Underneath these lines, some one wrote in blue 
paint: — 

j^pTo follow you I'm not content. 
Unless I know which way you went." 

BETTER KARRT THAN BURN. — ^BT 8ELECK OSBORIT. 

In India, one day, an American sat 

With a smart native lass at a window ; 
"Do your widows bum themselves? pray tell me that,". 

Said the pretty inquisitive Hindoo. 
"Do they bum! tha^ they do!" the American Said, 

"And that was tne case with my mother; — 
Our widow, the moment her husband is dead, 

Inmiediately bums — for another!" 

SINGULAlT EPITAPH. 

A fiiend has handed us the following epitaph, 
which he copied a few years since fix)m a tombHStone 
in Dunkeld, Scotland. The d«X« olC xScis^ \0BK36e^ 

17 
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tion had been taken ofil The name was Mai^geiy 
Scott, who, it appears, died at the veiy advanced age 
of one hundred and twenJty-Jive, * 

Stop^ passenger, until my life you Ve read — 
The hVing may get knowledge by the dead. 
Five times five years I led a virgin's life ; 
Ten times five years I was a married wi& ; 
Ten times ^^e years I was a widow chaste. 
Now, tired of this mortal life, I rest. 
I, from my cradle to my grave, have seen 
Eight mighty Kings in Scotland, and a Queen. 
Four times five year^ the Commonwealth I saw ; 
Ten times the subjects rose against the law ; 
Thrice did I see old Prelacy pulled down. 
And twice our Cloak* was humbled by the Gown. 
An end of Stuart's race I saw no more, 
Yet saw my country sold for English ore. 
Such desolation in our land has been, — 
I have ah end of all perfeqtion seen« < 

EPITAPH ON STEPHEN, A NOTED FIDDIJBB. 

Stephen and Time » 

Now are even; 
Stephen heat time, 

Now Time beats Stephen. 

^^^^ 

EPIGRAM. 

" Well," said my friend, " I like your creed — 
That friends in need are friends indeed; 
Thus you and I are friends most true, 
For I'm in need, and so are you !" 

^^^^ 

EPIGRAM. — ^lawyer's DECLA&ATIOIT. 

Fee ample, and a simple fee, 

And all the fees in tail. 
Are nothing, when compared to thee, 

Thou best of feeSyfe-male. 

* The miok ot ¥i«^^\«cvs!^ m ^>sDd&^a»ii from rhnrrliiaiii. 
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EPIORAM ON A TAX-eATHERER. 

When Mr. Winter (one of those lucky individuals 
on whom fortune nelfer frowns) obtained the asses- 
sorship of taxes, he happened to go into a coffee room 
where the author or "Sayings and Doings" was 
amusing the company with his wit. As Mr. Winter 
approached him, the wit addressed his friends with 
this impromptu : — 

"Here comes our fiiend Winter, assessor of taxes ; 
He's a fortunate man, for h,e gets what he (zxes ; 
He's none of your folks for humbug and flummery, 
For though fFirUer^s his name, his proceedings are 
summttry. 



SAYINGS AND DOINGS. — INNOCENCE. 

Our parson contradicts himself, 'tis plain, 
For he has warned me often and again, 

Not to love Henry more ; 
Then in a breath he says, " The Scriptures tell, 
Our duty is to love our neighbor weU" — 

And Henry lives next door. 

BOOKS. » 

On buying books Lorenzo long was bent, 

But found^ at length, tliat it reduced his rent ; 

His farms were flown; when lo! la sale comes on, 

A choice collection. What is to be done ? 

He sells bis last, for he the whole v^l buy ; 

Sells even his house ; nay, wants whereon to lie. 

So high the generous ardor of the man 

For IU>mans, Greeks and Orientals ran, 

When terms were drawn,and brought him by the cleik, 

Lorenzo signed the bargain — wUh his mark. 

HOW TO GROW RICH. 

Two tradesmen, in converse, were striving to learn, 
What means to make use of, great riches to earn ; 
A friend, who sat near them, advised with a smile, 
^ Live on half of your income, and live a ^reat whileJ' 
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EPIGRAM. — ^THE X-KINO. 

Why should the world itself per^ex 
About the whims of King Charles-X? 
Cannot a monarch, without blamei 
Transpose the titles of his name, 
When even the meanest person here 
May take a new one twice a year ? 
The change is but a trifling thing, 
From Exng CharUs-X, to Charles X'JESng. 

DEATH. 

Cure of the miser's wish and coward's fear. 
Death only shows us what we knew was near ; 
With courage, therefore, view th' appointed hour; 
Dread not death's anger, but expect its power ; 
Nor nature's laws with fruitless sorrow mouroy 
But die, O mortal man ! for thou wast bom. 

EPIGRAM. 

It rained a deluge ;' Joseph reached home late ; 
The bell long tugged ; at last, out popped a pate— 
" Who's that there ringing now ?" squalls sleepy Bet ; 
" 'Tis I, you jade," says he ; " Fm wringing weV* 

THE DEADLT DOCTOR. 

With wig profound, old Graleh cries, 

"JVfi/ patients ne'er complain!" 
" I do believe thee," Ned replies ; 

" Thou putt'st Uiem— out of pain.** 

^^^^ 

TEETH AND TONGUE WEAR EACH OTHER, 

Scylla is toothless, yet, when she was young. 
She had both teeth enough, and too much tongue. 
What shall we, then, of toothless Scylla say, 
But thai her tongvx^ Vi«a vioru her teeth away ? 
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DRTDEN. 



In one of Dryden's pieces of heroic nonsense, a 
lover said, with an unfortunate antithesis, — 

^ My wound is great, because it is so small !" 

The duke of Buckingham cried out, with astonishing 
quickness, — 

** Then 'twould be greater, were it none at all." 

The play was instantly sacrificed. 

^^^^ 

EPIGRAM ON EMFLOTINe HORSES ON THE STAGE. 

No wonder that nightly such companies press^ 
And for places " 'tis catch as catch can ;" 

The reason is clear, and all must confess. 
That a liorse will draw more than a man. 

^^^^ 

ON GOING TO CHURCH. 

Some go to church, just for a walk. 
Some go there to laugh and talk, 
Some go there to see a friend. 
Some go there their time to spend, 
Some go to learn the parson's name, 
Some go there to wound his fame, 
Some go there to sleep and nod. 
But few go there to worship Qod. 

^^^^ 

Unes addressed by Lord Byron to his wife, on 
Ae 15th Feb. 182^, being the sixth anniversary of 
their wedding day — addressed^ but not in fact sent 
to her. 

This day, of all, hath surely done 

Its worst to me and you ; 
Tis now six- years since we were one, 

And five since we were two. 
17* 
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THE RETORT COURTEOUS. 



Robert complained in bitter terms one day, 

That Frank had ta'en his character away ; 

*^ I take your character !" said Frank ; ^ why^ zounds! 

Iwovld not have it /or ten thousand pounds r 



EPIGRAM. 



Cease, fkirest Julia, lovely railer, cease, 
Of Edith's faults the number to increase ; 
Into her failings with less rigor pry, - 
Nor view her beauties with so keen ka eye. 
Tis clearly seen, and you'll allow 'tis true. 
Her greatest &ult is — ^not resembling you. 

^^^^ 

FROM THE FRENCH. 

» 

While Harry one day was abusing the sex. 
As things that in courtship but studied to vex, 

And in marriage, but sought to enthral — 
** Never mind him," says Kate, "'tis a &niily whim ; 
His father agreed so exactly with him, 

That he never would marry at all." 

^^^^ 

EPIGRAM ON THE FEMALE MODE OF WEARING 
WATCHES IN THE BOSOM. 

Among our fashionable bands, * 
No wonder now if time should linger. 

Allowed to place his two rude hands. 
Where others dare not lay a finger. 

THE chaplain's TOAST. 

Lord Clive had invited a party to dine ; 

Tlie cloth was removed, and round went the wine ; 

Mirth and wit ruled the hours, when the good humored 

host 
From the cha\Aa\i\/\Tv\.WTii^re<\uested a toast. 
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The paiBon, emboirassecl, exclaiming to Clive, 
** Alas ! and alack-a-day ! what shall I give ?" 
CKve, fining his glass, cried, " A fine toast I think it ; 
A LASS, and a i.acs:'* ti-day ! who would not drink it 7* 

^^^^ 

The following marriage is announced in the pa- 
pers: — ^"Thomas Butler Chinn, £lsq. of the Close, 
Litchfield, to Eliza Tippet, daughter of the late 
secretary of the navy." A wag, who is always on 
the alert, vtrrote the following couplet upon this 
union : — 

^Although the sun is sultry yet, 

The cold will soon set in ; 
And Thomas does quite right to get 

A Tippet for his Chinn. 

St James' Place, July 26, 1827. S. R. 

IMPROMPTU. 

A lady lightly, sweetly fingered o'er 

** The Legacy," a finrorite song, by Moore ; 

Another lady sat reclining by, 

So that a beau, right opposite, could spy 

A findy fashioned limb * " Pray, sir," said she, 

** Tell me ; do you admire the Legacy ?" 

** O yes !" he quickly^ answered, fliU of glee, 

*^ Fair maid, I much admire the Leg I see. 

^^^^ 

ADVICE OF THE RABBINS. 

Mark the instructions of your teachers. 
And trust to them, as able preachers ; 
But, should their lives incur your blame, 
Their counsel still remains the same. 
Observe, while thus you pick your way. 
Not what they cfo, but what they smj. 

* A lack of rapees vi 100,000 potmda sieduu^. 
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ElfCOURAeiNG TO BACHELORS. 

At the annual town-meetiQg held in Brooklyn^ 
Conn., on the 6th. inst., three old bachelors were 
chosen selectmen, and a venerable brother of the 
fraternity was re-elected town clerk and treasurer. 
The occurrence gave rise to the fblloWng lines : — 

Strange thin^ have come to pass : 

To-day it is made known. 
That tliree sedate old bachelors 

Are/others of our town ! 



^^^^ 



A commercial traveller lately left an article of his 
wardrobe at an inn, and wrote to the chambermaid 
to forward it to him by the cocu^h. He received the 
following answer : — 

I hope, dear sir, you'll not feel hurt ; 

I'll frankly tell you all about it ; 
I've made a shift of your old shirt, 

And you must meJ^e a shift without it. 



^^v^ 



EPIGRAM (from THE GREEk). 

Attributed to the emperor Trajan, and said to be made upon 

one of bis courtiers. 

With your mouth on a gape, if you'd but place your 
nose 

Opposed to the sun, for a trial, 
As on your huge grinders its shadow it throws, 

Vd swear you would make a good dial. 



COURT. 



A witness, by summons, being called to the stand, 
And solemnly sworn, as he held up his hand. 
Proceeding to tell what he heard and he saw. 
Was sadly annoyed by a limb of the law. 
"Precisely, how far ^\A.^wji sfcsixvd from the place ?" 
Repeated the \aw^ftT,vnJL\v\ycQw-\s«j!as\\|j^^. 
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" Precisely how far?" said the man, with a laugh — 
" Precisely five feet and an inch and a half." 
" But why so exact ?" then the lawyer objected, 
That such testimony might well be suspected. 
** I thought," said the man, " some inquisitive fool 
Might ask ; so I measured exact, by my rule." 

MATRIMONIAL EPIGRAM. 

The mild Pastor Fido, to death drawing near, 

His wife, then herself mild, addressed thus : ** My dear, 

A duty remains for you yet to fulfil. 

As your senses are bright, you should now make your 

will." 
" My will !" he replied, " I must smile, though I'm sad, 
How propose to me that, which I neyer .have had ?" 

EPIGRAM. 

"Let the loud thunder roll along the skies — - 
Clad in my viltue, I the storm despise." 
" Indeed !" cries" Peter, "how your lot I bless, 
To be so sJuUered in so ihin a dress !" 



MARRIED. 

"Thomas, of late, so gay and free. 
You sang to love full many a glee. 

Nor e'er from pleasure tarried ; 
Now, altered quite — ^the form of wo !" 
" Ah ! Ben, my fiiend, you do not know 

That I am — ^I am — mmriedr 

THE MENDICANT AND QUAKER. 

A Sturdy mendicant implored a Quaker 

To give him alms, oiie morning in Long- Acre ; 

"Work, fiiend," said Broadbrim, "and thou need'sC 

not lack 
A covering for thy table nor thy bajcV 



i 
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** Ah, mr," replied the suppliant, ^ be fffisured, 
rd gladly work, if work could be procured— 

my business usually is dead, 'tis true." 
*^ What business art thou, friend ?** rejoined the Quake 
** Sir," said the supphant, ** I am an underUikerf 

And should be glad to do tt job for youJ* 

^^^^ 

09 A IJU>T AND HER PICTTTRE. 

Original and copy, too, 

^em closely with the art acquainted ; 
The hkeness, therefore, is quite true, 

For both are — very highly painted. 



THE JOKINO CRIMINAL. 

The human heaM may prove so callous, 
To fear nor God, nor man, nor gallows. 
The jokes of some you cannot check| 
But by the breaking of the neck. 

A culprit was to Tyburn carted. 
To have his soul and body parted, 
But found a tavern in the route, 
And for a glass of grog sun^ out ; 
'Twas brought and drunk without delay. 
And then the rogue was heard to say, 
" fFhm I come hack, I'll call and pay." 

SINGULAR SECURITY. 

♦"What pity 'tis," sjud John the sage, 

" That women should, for hire. 
Expose themselves upon the stage, 

By wearing men's attire /" 
" Expose !" cried Ned, who loves to jeer ; 

" III sense you suiiely fail : 
What can v\\e d«iV\iv^ have to fear, 

Wbeu c\aCL m tool oj -nwile.^ 
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WOlfEir. 



Women were bom, so fate declares, 
To smooth our Unen and our cares ; 
And 'tis but right — ^for, by my troth, 
They'rQ veiy apt to ruffle both. 

'^^^^ 

EPIGRAM. 

Teague at St James's strolled about, 
One of his stockings wrong side ont ; 
The sentry asked, by way of sport, 
If he dressed thus to come to court,^ 
Or if before 'twas light he rose, 
That he had thus put on his hose ; 
•* No, faith, dear honey," Tei^ie replied ; 
** 'Twas with design a fault to hicie, 
For there's a hole on t'other side." 

^^^^ 

EPIGRAM 
To a lady with an eicposed bosom, wliD wore a Key at a broach. 

Quoth a wild wag, ^ It seems to me 

Quite odd— do stop and mind it ! — 
To lock the door, and hang the key 

Where every fool can find it." 
" Hush !" was the answer ; " 'tis a joke ; 

You know it by the token ; 
No soul can want the key— for look, 

The door is left quite open." 

TO A MISER. * 

Men say you are wealthy, but falsely, Fm sure ; 

And thus I can prove it, my friend ; 
You have not a penny to ^ve to the poor, 

Nor have )rou a penny to spend. 
You keep, it is true, an abundance of pel^ 
But that^ for your heirs ; it is not tor yquxia!£. 
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COMPASSIOir. 

• 

A shoemaker, waiting one day in the haU, 
At a ffentleman's house, gave a terrible squall, 

And the lap-dog loud howling began ; 
The lady came out — " O my poor little Peg ! 
And see how she limps ! how she lifts up her leg ! 

See, ruffian ! see, barbarous man V* 
^ My lady, my lady, I trust she's not mad ; 
As I hope to be saved, my poor calfs very bad, 

I shall walk all my life with a stick ; 
The lap-dog has bit a piece out of my le^.** 
" Dear me ! you don't say so ; my poor litde Peg ; 

I hope it will not make her sicL'' 

SPINNING AND REELING. 

A canon of Windsor, enjoying a stroll, 

One night when the evening was fine, 
Met one of his vicars, a good meny soul. 

Now rather elated with wine. 
'^ Ah, sir," said the latter, a little tlismayed ; 

^ To meet me, you wonder, no doubt ; 
I have stopped over long with m^ firiend, Fm afiraid ; 

Indeed we've been spinning it out** 
** From your manner of walkmg, your tale I don't 
doubt ; 

(Though 'tis wrong in these fix>lics to roam ;) 
" I see," he replied ; " you've been spinmng it out, 

" And now you are reeling it home,^ 

LESBIA. 

When Lesbia first I saw, so heavenly fair. 
With eyes so bright, and witli that awful air, 
I thought my heart, .which durst so high aspire. 
As bold as his, which snatched celestial fire ; 
But soon as e'er the beauteous idiot spoke, 
Foijh from her coral lips such folly broke, 
Like balm, the ttic\u\ti%T^attafc\\'ae healed my woimd. 
And what her eyes er£\VwraJ^ss^>aftx v^k^c^^^xsoSoicMuid. 
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A STRIKING LIKENESS. 

• 

^ Come hither, Sir John ; mj picture is hefe ; 

What think you, my love ? do'nt it sfarike you ?" 
^ I can't say it does, just at present, my dear, 

But I thmk it soon will, 'tis so Uke you." 

^^^^ 

THE INSENSIBLE FAIR. 

VVilliam unsheathed his shining blade, 

Then fixed the point agauist his breast ; I 

He gazed upon the won&ring maid, 

^d thus his dire intent expressed : — 
^ Since, cruel fair, with cold disdain 

You still return my raging love ;- 
Thought is but madness — ^life is pain^ 

And thus,* at once, I'll both remove !" 
'^O stop one moment," Celia said ; 

. Then, trembling, hastened to the door — 
^ Haste, Sally I— quick ! a pail^ dear maid ! 

This madman, else, will stain the floor !" 



SYNONYMY 

• 

A Frenchman, who English would learn, 

Got hold of an old dictionary, 
But had not the sense to discern, 

Hqw the meanings of words oflen vaiy ; 
He fbund that ^ to squeeze" and ^ to press" 

W^ both pretty much the same uung; 
So h#^us a fiiend did address ; 

^ Pray squoize that young lady to sing." 
Like most of the French, he was not ' 

At trifles accustomed to stickle ; 
Soon in a fresh hobble he got, 

For he thought " to preserve" was ** to pickle f 
So thus he took leave at the door — 

^ To see you, dear lady^ I glad am, 
And till we meet happy once more, 

Kind Providence pickle you, madams* 
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THE AFFECTIONATE WIFE. 

**0^i8 asthma soon will take the life 
Of my dear husband," cried the wife, 

Like Niobe ii> tears. 
** Weep not," the doctor cried ; " tBis ill 
Is very seldom known to kill, 

Though it will last for years ; 
The only remedy— is death !" 
The matron scarce could keep her breai , , 

It went and came so quick. 
** Good doctor, are there then no ^rains^ 
To shorten my poor husband's pains ? 

I would not have him sick." 

eOOD TEMPER IN WOBf^N. 

Serene and mild we view the evening air; 
The pleasing picture of the smiling fair ; 
A thousand charms our several senses meet^ 
Cooling the breeze with fragrant odors sweet ; 
But sudden, if the sable clouds deform 
The azure sky, we dread the coming storm ; 
Hasty we flee, e'er yet the thunder roar, 
And dread what we so much admired before. 

OARRICK. 

In a pamphlet written by doctor, afterwards Sir 
John Hill, of botanical memory, and published in 
1759, the doctor asserts, that in the words virtue^ 
stirring, &c., Garrick pronounced tke letter i like the 
letter lu This drew from David the following epi- 
grammatic reply, addressed to Dr. Hill : — 

If it be true, as you say, that fve injured a letter, 
I'll change my notes soon, and, I hope, for the better. 
May the just rights of letters, as well as of men, 
Hereafter be fixed by the tongue and the- pen ; 
Most dev6u\\y 1 Yns\i\5aft^ may both have their due, 
And that I vox^ \» nevet TKysSuaksafet TJ. 
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MODESTT. 

As lamps bum steadiest with unglaring light,^ 
So modesty in beauty shines most bright ; 
Charms unambitious powers resistless boast, 
And she who means no mischief does the most. 

^^^^ 

IMPROMPTU. 

A woman, sinsing for money to bury her husband, 
gave rise to the rolio wing jcu Jt esprit: — 

For her husband deceased, Sally chants the sweet 

lay, 
And faith it's a singtUar sorrow ; 
But I doubt, since she sings for a dead man to-day, 
Shell cry for a live one to-morrow. 

MAIMED, NOT MURDERED. 

An Hibernian scribe, being told that his orthogra- 
phy was faulty, and that, by spelling the word ctai- 
osUy, cvrosiiy^ he had murdered the word, set up the 
following defence : — . 

My curosiiy's claim you refuse to admit. 
And I murder the muse, says your classical wit; 
By the Lord, my dear critic, that must be a lie ; 
At worst 'tis but mmming, to knock out an eye (i). 

THE IRISH FISHERMAN. 

An Irishman angling one day up, the Lifly, 

Which runs down by Dublin's sweet city so fine, 
A smart shower of rain falling, Pat, in a ji%. 

Crept under tl^ie arch of the bridge with his line. 
" Why, that^s not the way to accomplish your wishes," 

Cries Dermont ; " the devil a bite will yoiTgeL" 
" Och, brother," says Pat, " don't you know that the 
fishes 

Will flock under here to get out of the wet." 



I;' 



906 

THX TRUTH. 



Says Ponmn in raffe, contradicting his wifi^ 
^ You never yet tokl me one truth in your life.'' 
Vexed Pontia no way could this thesis allow ; . 
<^ouVe a cucholdy^ says she ; '^ do I tell the truth now 7* 

^^^^ 
A lover's request. 

^ O mare me, dear angel, one lock of your hairP 
A bashful young lover took courage, and sighed. 

'' Twere a sin to refuse you so modest a prayer, 
So take the whole vng," the sweet creature replied. 

▲ TOUCHSTOmS FOR THE TIMES. 

Midas, (we read), with wondrous art, of old, 
"^^n^iate'er.he touched, at once transformed to gold ; 
This, modem statesmen can reverse with ease, 
Touch ihcm vnth gold, they'll turn to what you please. 

PROCRASTINATION. 

" I love you," ofl the youth did say ; 

** I love you," ofl the maiden sighed : 
Thus echoed both from day. to day, 

Till one grew cold, the other died. 

^•^^ 

EPITAPH ON A DTER. 

Here lies a man, who dyed of wool great store ; 
One day he died himsel£ and dyed no more. 

^^^^ 

EPITAPH ON PETER WILSON. 

Peter was in the ocean drowned, 

A careless, hapless creature ! 
And when \\\& \\Mea& xtvwafe. was found, 

It waa becoma ^^Xv'^^xetX 
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EPITAPH ON FOOTE- 

Foote from his earthly stage, alas ! is lifted ; 
Death teok him off, who took offaH the jYorld* 

^^^^ 

ON TBE MONUMENT TO BUTLER's MEMORY. 

When Butler, needy wretch, was still alive, ^ 

No generous patron would a dinner give.. 

See him, when starved to death, and turned to dust, 

Presented with a monumental bust ! 

The poet's fate is here in emblem shown ; 

He asked for bread, and he received a stone. 

^^^^ 

THE CONTEST. 

Chloe and I for kisses played } 
She would keep stakes ; I was content ; 

But, when I won, she would be paid ; 
I, angry, asked her what she meant 

" Nay, since," said she, " you wrangle thus inTdiii 

Give me my kisses back ; take yours again." 

^^^^ 

SAVING COUNSEL. 

"Whene'er yoti marry," to his son 

A prudent father said, 
"Take for thy loving helpmate, one 

Rich widow, or rich maid ; 
For any wife may turn out ill, 
But, 'gad, the mon6y never wilL" 

EPIGRAM. 

4 

Loud brayed an ass : cried Kate, to jeei^ 
Her spouse, with giddy carriage, — ™ 

" One of your relatives I hear." 
" Yes, love," said he, " by marriage." 

• 18* ■ 
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THE lover's COITSOLATIOir. 

A ufjfOceas Fve lost, it is true ; 

Bin one comfort- attends^he disaster, 
That had she my mistress remained, 

I could not have caUed myself inaster. 

GEORGE kino's PETITION. 

Abou^e isecond year of the reign of George m, 
a man, of the name of George King, was convicted,' 
in Dublin, of a capita] felony ; he drew up a memo- 
rial to the king, which he forwarded with the fi^ow- 
ing lines, and was pEurdoned. 

George King to King George sends his humble peti- 
tion. 

Hoping King George will pity poor George King^ 
condition ; 

If King George to George King will grant a long day, 

George King for King Geoige forever will pray« 

^^^^ 

▲ HINT TO LOVERS. 

On compliments so highly sounded 
From lovers, female pride is founded. 
Strephon, because \he girl is showy. 
Will make a goddess of h& Chloe ; 
The wench grows proud, and learns to scorn 
A swain of mortal parents bom: 
Poor Strephon, ridiculed and hated. 
Complains of pride himself created. 



THE WITLING AND THE CLOWN. 

A witling of the dashing kind, 

A^ed Hodge if he had seen a wind. 

" iSfc, that jf have," quoth Hodge ; " I vow, 

I saw a mi^hhr wind just now." 

** You Bcojo It, Hod^ft? it cannot be," 

Replied the maiv oi T«i\».t\ft^ \ 
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« Pray, what was't like ?" « Like ?" quoth the clown ; 
^Twas likd—4o have Uown my cottage down/* 

FEAR. 

If evils come not, then our fears are vain ; 
And if they do, fear but augments the pain.^ 

NOT MARRIED AT ALL. 

An Hibernian once, in a Limerick paper 

Advertized, 'cause his wife ran avray ? 
That she had set off with a &t linen-draper, 

And her debts, sure, he never would pay. 
This caution he gave, that she might not be tnutedf 

To the old and the young, great and small ^ 
*^ If you e'er trust my wife, ^ou will surely be W(»bm4i 

For we never were married at all !" 



THE TEMPTBf; . ^ 

Mrs. Ciaik (late mistress to the duke of York) per- 
nsts that she is right in denying that females wera 
the origin of eviL She argues thus — . ^^ 

' Tis said that we caused man to grieve ; 

The jest is somewhat stale ; 
The devil 'twas that tempted Eve, 

And was not he a male ? 

» 

EPIGRAM. 

Joe hates a hypocrite ; it shows 
S^f4ove is not a fiiuh of Joe's. 

A CURE FOR POETRT. 

Seven wealthy towns contend for Homer dMid. 
Through which the living Homer begged his ixread. 
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THE NABOB AND BEGOAlU 



With feeble voice and deep despon^g sighs, 

With sallow cheek and pi^-asking eyes, 

A wretch, by age and poverty decayed, 

For farthings lately to a nabob prayed { 

Tliejiabob, turkey-like, began to swell. 

And darnned the beggar to the pit of h — II. 

" oh ! sir,'i.the supplicant was heard to cry, 

(The tear of miseiy trickling from his eye,) 

" Though I'm in rags, and wondrous, wondrous poor, 

And you with gold and silver covered o'er. 

There won't in heaven such difference take place. 

When we before the Lord come face to face." 

" You face to face with me /" the nabob cried, 

In all the insolence of upstart pride: — 

" You face to face with me, you dog, appear ! 

Daipine, I'll kick you if I catch you there." 



^^^^ 
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EPIGRA&I. 

Grold is so ductile, learned chymists say. 
That half an ounce will stretch a wondrous viray. 
Our metal's base, or else the chymists err, 
For now-a-days a guinea won't go far. 



EPIGRAM. 



A wag once hearing a countryman say, 

" Pray tell me to prison the readiest way ;" 

There are many by-paths, the punster replied. 

But the highway^s the road the most commonly tried. 



EPICmAM. 



Di^ on his wife could not bestow 
^ne tear of sorrow when she died : 

Her life had made so many flow. 
That a\\ l\ie\ifvs\^ feuwt was dried. 
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africnuM. 

Bod^g the #M>r of counsel ^ Catchy'' 
A thief observed 'twas on the latch, 
Popped in, and quick again popped out, 
Wmi wig and gown, and riamg coat ; 
Then wrote to let the lawyer know 
That he ^ had served him so and so l" 
Adding Postscript — *^ I miffht have taken 
Coke upon Littleton, and Bacon ; 
But Law to me's a useless study, 
For I am rogue enough already !" 

^^^^ 

EPIGRAM. 

Said Joe to the mistress of twenty fine fiurms, 
'^You exceed ail your sex in me depth of your 

charms ; 
My love is so grounded, that nothing but death 
Can conquer my love, by conq'ring my breath ; 
Oh ! then grant your lover a smile to be fed on, 
Who loves — ay, loves the very ground that you tread 

on. 

^^^^ 

AN OLD aOKE IN A NEW DBESS. 

"However you may sneer," says Ned, 
•* My firiend's no fool — ^he has a head." 
** True," says the other, with a grin, 
"He has a head^-so has a pin." 

lETlTAJPH. 

Beneath this marble, one old Maible lies ; 

This marble truly tells that Marble dies ; ^ 

At the last trump, old Marble shall be rent; 

Marble shall rise, yet not this monument ; 

For marble never lived and never dies, 

Yet Marble once did Uve, still livea^aivdYSfin^^SMk. 
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EPITAPH. 

Beneath this stone, poor Willy Hone 

Is resting on his oars — 
By dint of cares to enrich his heirs, 
He had no time for Dailt prayers. 
But ONCE A TEAR broiight up the rear, 

And cleared away old scores. 

^^^^ 

EQUALITY. 

Pale Death, with equal foot, strikes wide the door 
Of royal halls and hovels of the poor. 

SUNSET AND SUNRISE. 

Contemplate when the sun declines, 
TJiy death with deep reflection, 

And when again he rising shines, 
Thy day of resurrection ! 

^^^^ 

ON ONE IGNORANT AND ARROGANT. 

Thou mayst of double ignorance boast, 
Who know'st not that thou nothing kuow'st. 

PRUDENT SIMPLICITr. 

That thou mayst injure no man, dove-like be, 
And serpent-like that none may injure thee. 

^^^-^ 

A BATTERED BEAUTY. 

Hair, wax, rouge, honey, teeth, you buy 

A mu\t\far\oua store I 
A mask at owce vjovM «J^ «v\\r^^^ 

Nor would Vt cosx^oumwei. 
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TAXATION ON WHIflKET. 

** Pray can you tell the reason why 
Our whiskey has been taxed so high ?" 
« Why, sir," says Erskine, " 'tis that Pitt, 

Who some sagacity inherits, 
Has on this sort of project hit. 

In ^ese hard times, to raise our spirits." 

^^^^ 

THE SF.LF-AFPLAUDER. 

John puffs himself. — ^Forbear to chide— 

An insect vile and mean 
Must well, he knows, be magnified, 

Before it can be seen. 

UNOBTRUSIVE BEAUTY. 

- As lamps bum silent with unconscious Ugfat, 
So modest ease in beauty shines most bright ; 
tJnaiming charms with edge resistless fal^ 
And she, who meant no mischief does it aU. 

^^^^ 

THE FATE OF WOMEN. 

Ye heavens ! if innocence deserve your care 

Why have ye made it fetal to the feir ? 

Base man the ruin of our sex was bom ; 

The beauteous are his prey — ^the rest his scom. 

Alike unfortunate, our fate is such 

We please too little, or we please too much. 

PREMATURE LAUGHTER. 

When we've nothing to dread from the law's sternest 

frowns. 
How We laugh at the hamster's wigs, bag& and ffowns ! 
But no sooner we want them to sue or de&n<^ 
Then their laughter begins, and our mirth's at an end. 
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